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SCALPING FUROR CLIPS LEGITS 





Low-Priced Disk Labels Held 
Proving Ground for New Artists 


Number of low-priced labels now? 


going into the retail record field 
figure to be a boon to new artists 
who heretofore haven’t been able 
to secure recording contracts, plus 


older talent that has been cutting 
off and on for various labels but 


which never got much of a chance 
at good material. 

Cheaper-priced disks, Varsity, 
Spotlight, Hi-Tone, Decca’s Vocal- 
ion and now Columbia’s Harmony 
sides, are retailed at’such a price 
as to preclude the possibility of 
using established artists who de- 
mand guarantees against royalties. 
Hence, the companies must use the 
best names available at flat sala- 
ries per side but no guarantees. 

It means that the lower-priced 
labels could become _ training 
grounds for new talent and prov- 
ing grounds for old. Any artist 
who has a recording mike ayail- 


able is a candidate for prominence | 


via a hit disk or two. No one ever 
knows 
platter ‘vill come, as evidenced by 
the number of indies which devel- 
oped clicks during and after the 
war. And the same could happen 
with the new lower-priced labels. 

Briefly, it’s possible that 
cheaper 
boon to the lagging recording in- 
dustry. 


4 R&H Tuners 


Likely in London 
By Next Winter 


London, June 7. 
There may be four Rodgers and 





from what quarter a hit) 


the | 
platters could become a 


Hammerstein musicals running , 
simultaneously in London next) 
winter, including the Rodgers- | 


Hammerstein production of “Annie | 


Get Your Gun,” playing to smash 
attendance as it starts 
year in the West End. It’s believed 
no other composer-lyricist team 
ever had such a record. 

With “Carousel” due to open at 
the Drury Lane next midwinter, 
“Oklahoma!” will continue its run 
at another theatre. Both are being 


M. Tennent), in association with 
the Theatre Guild. “Annie Get 
Your Gun” is at the Coliseum, as 
a presentation of Emile Littler, in 
association with Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein. 

_ Boih Beaumont and Littler, be- 
Sides several other London man- 
igements, are angling for Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s present Broad- 
way smash, “South Pacific,” but 
the author-producers are inclined 
to wait a while before disposing 
of the rights. Meantime, no one 
has any inside track or first call, 
but an agréement will depend on 
terms and what West End manage- 
ment seems able to give the show 
the best production. 


its third | 





Margie Hart Renounces 
Stripping for Strawhats 


Hollywood, June 7. 

Margie Hart, divesting diva, has 
turned down several offers from 
carnivals to do her strip act, but 
she kas renounced peeling ever 
since marrying ex-p.a. Seaman 
Jacobs, now a Coast. scripter. She 
will play strawhat dates in the east 
instead. Deals offered were simi- 
lar to those given Gypsy Rose Lee 
now touring with the Royal 
American Shows. 

Miss Hart is set to come in from 
the Coast to appear at the Rialto. 
Hoboken, as lead in “Rain.”’ 


Ford Cancels ‘Edward’ 
Telecast on Claim Of 
Boxoffice ‘Opposition’ 


| For the first time in teYevision’s | 
history, pressure from a major film 


7 


SALES SLOWED 


FOF WAY HITS 


L coiBt 


‘ticket 


HOBE 
Continued 


MORRISON 
public ciamo1 
abuses in the 
theatre on Broadway is reacting 
harmfully on the boxoffice, it’s 
believed. The effect is most 
severe on mail orders, in the 
opinion of producers. However, 
advance window sale is being 
hit and current trade is also suffer- 
ing. 
Specifically, 


about 


the advance sale 
for “Mister Roberts” has shrunk 
to only about $35,000 since the 
scalping probe by John M. Mur- 
tagh, N. Y. commissioner of inves- 
tigation, put the ticket situation 
on the front pages. It’s conceded 


ithat the advance for a longrun 
|show would naturally dwindle to 
|}some extent at this time of year. 


; For 
| | 
| that the sale backlog might recede 


} 


/company has forced the cancella- | 


'has also been filmed. Play is “Ed- 
which the Kenyon 
ad agency decided 


| ward, My Son,” 
& Eckhardt 


scheduled CBS-TV airing Monday | 
night (13) at Metro's request. 
Metro’s film of that title is cur- 
rent at Radio City Music Hall, 
my X. 





ley, Ian Hunter and Leueen Mce- | 
Grath, all from the original Broad- 
(Continued on page 63) 


PROS AND CONS ON TV’S | 
INROADS ON SPORTS 


With the New York football 
Giants this week following the lead 
of the Philadelphia Eagles in 
banning television next season, the 
problem of TV’s effect on the gate 
at sports events continued up in 
the air. Several college teams, in- 
cluding Rutgers, are known to be 
regarding tele warily for next sea- 
son, but Notre Dame has already 





| Si d a deal for DuMont to air its 
presented by Hugh Beaumont (H. | pe. \icosct. ” 


five biggest games next season. 
Whether the sports promoters 
will permit large-screen theatre 
televising of their events, mean- 
while, may be decided on the basis 
of an experimental pickup of the 
Giants-St. Louis Cardinals’ base- 
ball game at the Broadway Para- 
mount theatre today (Wed.). Dem- 
onstration is to be staged by the 
Par management for the Theatre 
Owners of America-Motion Picture 
Assn. of America tele committee. 
Several top sporés execs, notably 
from baseball, are slated to sit in. 
Football Giants announced its 
decision Monday (6) at a N. Y. 
sportswriters’ luncheon at Toots 
Shor’s eatery. At the same meet 
(Continued on page 56) 


ition of an upcoming TV play which | 


that reason, it was expected 
| from $100,000 level of about three 
months ago to around $75,000. 
the abrupt sag is sobering. 
The advance for ‘ 
has been the center of attention 
during the agitation, 


ently been hurt also. It is now 
|} about $300,000, whereas it was ex- 
pected to increase after the 


yesterday (Tues.) to pull from its | 


(Continued on puge 58) 





Benny TV Preem 


Hour-long legiter had been sched- | 


uled tor CBS-TV_ next Monday | 
night (13) as the season clincher | 
for the “Ford Television Theatre” 


series. Play was to star Robert Mor- | 


From N.Y. in Oct. 


Hollywood, June 7 
Jack Benny will head east during 
late September to originate the 
| first two shows of his Lucky Strike 
| television series from N. Y. Series 
|preems Oct. 6 via CBS-TV, with 
| the comedian scheduled to do two 
month. Thursday night airing 
has been set to ease the load, since 
Benny will continue his Sunday 
night radio half-hour for Luckies. 
As with Ed Wynn, who starts a 
once-weekly half-hour on CBS-TV 
in the fall, Benny’s video programs 

(Continued on page 63) 





legitimate | 


But | 


‘South Pacific,” 
which as the most-in-demand show | 


has appar-| 


| many 
ithey did stethoscopes. 


Click of Low-Cost 


Palace Policy 


Keys Opening More Vaude Houses 





R. L. Redd § Slates 
“Lightnin’ ” 


Musical version of “Lightnin’,” 
the Frank Bacon play which once 
held the long-run record on Broad 


Musical 


way, is slated for production next 
winter by Robert L. Redd. The 
latter, producer of the Dean Mat 


tin-Jerry Lewis program, and other 
radio shows, has obtained’ the 
rights from John Golden, who pre- 
sented the play originally and con- 
trols the property. 

Redd, who has not concluded 
deals for the adaptation and score 
figures the show will cost about 
$200,000. 


Medico Chant: ‘Forceps, 
Scalpel, Anaesthesia, 
Video, Film Projector’ 


Atlantie City, 7 


June 7. 
Films and television are playing 
an increasingly important role in 
medical and o.her conventions. 
This is being demonstrated here 
this week as 16,000 doctors, aug- 
mented by families and representa- 


tives of hundreds of exhibiting 
companies, attend the annual 
American Medical Assn. conven- 
tion. 


Specialized societies holding pre- 
convention sessions as well as the 
meetings in conjunction with the 
huge convention brought in as 
film projectors, almost, as 


Operations performed at the At- 
lantic City hospital are tsing trans- 
mitted over telephone wires to 
specially constructed television sets 
located in the big auditorium that 
the delegates can witness them in 
full color. 

Along with television there are 
three film houses in operation in 
the auditorium. Here the doctors 
can see educational and scientific 
films. 

The AMA is showing medical 
films every morning and afternoon. 


+ Continuation of high 


grosses at 
the Palace, N. Y., has startled 
showmen into thinking along revo- 
lutionary lines for these times. 
Aside from the glamor of the 
Palace, theatre entrepreneurs feel 
that the good b.o. is a direct result 
of the “change from a buck” policy 
which ealls for a 95c weekday top. 
If other theatres are to institute a 
Similar policy they'll have to prune 
talent budgets to a level almost in 
line with that of .the Palace with 
its $4,000 top talent expenditures. 

This type of thinking is reflected 
in RKO’s desire to institute a 
similar policy in houses through- 
out the country. RKO Theatres 
veepee Sol A. Schwartz is consider- 
ing touring the cream of the acts 
that have played the Palace in the- 
atres throughout the country. 
Among the possibilities for a tour 
are Boston, Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Kansas City, San Francisco, Chi- 
cago (Palace), Indianapolis, Omaha, 
Dayton, and virtually every other 
town where the chain has impor- 
tant holdings. 

Idea is for acts that have hit with 
greatest impact to be offered a con- 

(Continued on page 56) 


Metro’s Wrench 
Into NBC's Hour 


Giveaway Show 


Hollywood, June 7. 

Metro’s “it’s-all-or-nothing-at-all” 
edict to NBC appears to have 
thrown a wrench into the current 
plan for a July teeoff of the new 
60-minute Sunday night giveaway 
show, temporarily titled ‘“‘Holly- 
wood Calling.” 

That’s the Hollywood-originating 
show which will spotlight different 
film stars each week, with the 
studio “personalities making the 

(Continued on page 63) 
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The Hour of Charm 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir under the direction of 


PHIL SPITALNY 


STRAND THEATRE. New York. Starting June 10 
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Gyp nv Take Is On for Real in Paris: 
Francophile Showfolk Deplore Greed 








More hurt than peeved are? 
American show biz returners who | ‘ 
report that the gyp-and-take is on | Clan Kay Kilts Danny 
in Paris, to the degree that it| Glasgow, June 7. 
makes them wonder at the short- When Danny Kaye visits the | 
sightedness of a country which is Scottish Highland town of | 


Perth on a pleasure visit June | 


siill enjoying Marshall Plan finan- 
will be taken to see the 


cing. Yet the Americans are the 9. he 

hardest bilked, because they have North Inch, site of the famous 
the hard dollar. The gyp is on battle of the clans in which 
for real in the class hostelries, re- the Clan Kay (‘or Quehele) 
faurants and smart shops—except- fought the rival clan Chattan. 
ing that the latter seem to be A civic welcome’ awaits 
suffering most because there’s lit- Kave. He is to be invited to 
tle left for shopping since the basic wear the kilt. 





necessities for passage money, ho- 





tel rooms and food garner most 

of the vacation budget. Local Boy Godfrey Makes 
Chere are case histories by the : 

dovens of accommodations “costing ¢ d D.C H ° 

iwice as much and service being 00 Nn VL. omecoming, 

50° less,” because the tourist traf- P d J C 

fic is so terrific that the usually rocee $ to uve ause 

efficient valets and femmes des Washington. June 7. 


chambres either can’t handle it or 
just don’t give a durn. To sort of 
add insult to injury are such petty 
Continued on page 56) 


Crowd of 6.000 filled the D . 
Armory Saturday night (4) for the 
Arthur Godfrey Homecoming show. 

Show was to raise funds to com- 
bat juve delinquency in the Wash- 
ington area, and was tied in with 
the National Celebrities Golf Tour- 
nament, whose receipts went to the 


IRINA BARONOVA WEDS 
LONDONER IN WYOMING ince Morin ates na 


irina Baronova, ballerina and touching a penny of the take and 
legit actress, flew to the U.S. from gyen picking up the tab for flying 





London last week and was divorced pjs “Talent Scouts” show down 
Tuesday (31) in Sheridan, Wyo... grom New York. 

from Jerry Severn (Sevastianov), Local audience also got an eye- 
onetime Ballet Theatre director. fy) and earful with the appearance 
Next day (Wed.), Miss Baronova of such names as Morton Downey, 
was married in Sheridan to Cecil jane Russell. Bob Hope, Gen. 
Gordon Tennant, director of Laur- Qmar Bradley, Army Chief of 


Staff; Att. Gen. Tom C. Clark; pro 
golf champ Sammy Snead, and 
Sec. of the Treasury John Snyder. 

Show, which was neither broad- 
cast nor telecast, was one of the 
best bigtime entertainments staged 
here, with Godfrey emceeing 
throughout. and Hope grabbing the 


ence Olivier Productions and part- 
ner in the Myron Selznick agency’s 
London office, who had flown to 
the U. S. with her. They returned 
to London over the weekend. 

Viiss Baronova, Ballet Russe 
leading dancer, also danced in the 
Broadway musical, “Follow the 





Girls.” She turned legit actress, to top mitt action for his gags. ‘“Tal- 

play in “Dark Eyes” in summer ent Scout” format was used in in- 

stock, repeating in the play last troducing the name stars. All the 

year in England. Her ex-husband, ! names were here playing in the 

Severn, was co-producer on the golf tourney, together with Bing 

British venture with Linnit & Dun- Crosby and others who did not 
fee show at the Armory. 

ss In introducing the Mariners 

: quartet of his “Talent Scouts,” 

Hyde, Vidors, Lolly Back Godfrey sounded off once more 


against the D. A. R. as he had done 
a week or so before in New York 


From Rita-Aly Heopla 


* ot best on his radio show. Godfrey told 
Leading the a back ae: the Washington audience in no un- 
France following the Rita Hay- certain terms that he was forced 


worth-Alvy Khan wedding, Johnny 
Hyde, Miss Hayworth’s agent, ar- 
rivea in New York Monday (6) on 
the last leg of a 12,000-mile Holly- 
wood-Paris round trip by plane. 
Before leaving for the Coast today 
(Wed.). Hyde nixed reports that 
Miss Hayworth was to be the lead 
in Columbia Pictures’ “Born Yes- 
terday.”” nor was she intended for 
the role but will make at least one 
a vear for Col release via her 
Beckworth Productions unit. Hyde, 
besides being v.p. of the William 
Morris agency, is v.p. of Beck- | 
worth. 

Columbia director Charles 
Vidor and his wife ‘Doris Warner) 


to play in the Armory instead of 
Constitution Hall because’ the 

. A. R. would not permit the 
Mariners. with its two Negro sing- 
ers, to appear on Stage. His expla- 
nation drew a big hand. 

Show wound up with Hope lead- 
ing the big house in singing ‘‘Auld 
Lang Svne”’ for Godfrey, a local 
boy. 





Jones Repeats Success 
At London Palladium 


London, June 7. 


left London vesterday (Tues.) by Allan Jones repeated his last 
plane for N. Y. Because of in- year's success at the Palladium 
sufficient air transport facilities, last night ‘Mon.), earning a warm 


ovation for his varied program of 


due to the mass of newspaper and ! ) 
Act was highlighted by his 


mag writers taking up all the Air songs. 


France flights to the ceremonies. rendition of “Donkey Serenade,” 
Khan had to send up his private and a duet with his wife, Irene 
piane to the Vidors to get them to Hervey. 


Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals. with Johnnie Puleo; Larry 


Paris. Louella 
from France _ to- 


from 
in 


the Riviera 
Parsons gets 



































iorrow and will stay in N. Y. one Griswold and George Riley, and 
day before heading back to the Helene Heller were also promi- 
Coast. nently billed and well-received. 
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365th WEEK ! 
3.722 Performances 
All-time long run recora 
legitimate theatre 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


the 


in 


Pasternak On 
Eurepean Prod. 


Joe Pasternak, back 
month in Europe with his wife on 





from a 


a combined business-holiday trip, 
is of the opinion that “if every 
American went to Europe just for 
a couple of days hed see how 
lucky we all are never to leave 
the U.S.”: and (2), “that pictures 
should be made in no place but 


Hollywood.” 

The veteran Metro producer-di- 
rector thinks “it’s throwing good 
American dollars after bad francs, 
lire and even pounds in an effort to 
recapture some of our frozen funds 
under that line of reasoning.” He 


thinks the European film produc- 
tion methods are antiquated and 
that Hollywood, not for nought, 


leads the world in film production. 

Pasternak’s third observation 
echoes common opinion that “we 
work hard to make a few dollars 
for a pleasure trip and the Euro- 
peans work hard at taking it away 
from you.” He was shocked by the 
prices in hotels, restaurants, etc., 
which “are even more expensive 
than the toniest hostelries and eat- 
eries in New York.” 

Pasternak, whose Ann Sothern- 
Jane Powell co-starrer “Nancy 
Goes to Rio” rolls June 20, looked 
over the French capital in an 18- 
day stay with an eye for back- 
grounds on “Nancy Goes to Paris.” 
Picture will probably go into pro- 
duction late this year with Miss 
Powell in a top role. 

Pasternak left for the Coast Sun- 
| day (5) after arriving on the Queen 
Mary last week with another Metro 
producer, Jack Cummings and lat- 
ter’s wife ‘Betty Kern). 

Cummings made an extensive 
three-month European junket tak- 
ing in London, Paris, Naples, 
Rome, Venice, Milan, Lucerne. 
Brussels and Antwerp. 


15 Years Ago 


John Mason Brown, of the Eve- 
ning Post, and Kate Cameron. 
Daily News, were the respective 
drama and film critics’ winners in 
VARIETY annual boxscore. 

Indications were that radio in 
1934 would reap’ a _ record $100,- 
000,000 from advertisers. 











Broadway legit had a good sea- 
son, and especially encouraging 
was the fact that Hollywood shelled 
out around $800,000 in buys of 
Broadway shows. 

Vet film actor Lew Cody was 
found dead in his home, vic- 
tim of a heart attack. He was 
47. 

25 YEARS AGO 

James Craig, of the Mail, led the 
Variety drama critics boxscore at 
the end of the season, with .677. 





“Elsie Janis at Home” opened at. 


the Queen's theatre, Loudon, and 
looked like a financial success, In 
Miss Janis’ company were the 
Tiller Girls, Layton & Johnstone, 
Trevor & Harris, and baritone 


_ Walter Pidgeon. 


be ge. € ? 
Bridgeport’s ‘Barnums 
Bridgeport, June 7. 
“Barnums” (“Oscars”) will 
handed out to top showmen at the 
| first annual festival honoring Phi- 
/neas T. Barnum which opens here 
Friday (10) for five days. 


| 
| 
| 


Silver statuette is being awarded 


in the fields of films, radio, tele- 


| vision, show biz, publishing, adver- | 


_tising, music and politics. 





Chautauqua Travail Of 
Variety's’ Westport Mugg 
On His First Spiel Tour 


By HUMPHREY DOULENS 


Trotting expensive prima donnas 
all over the land for the past 15 
years as a concert tour manager 
inspired some luxurious ideas. Hav- 
ing just ce ggeser a first circuit 
as a lecture spieler—in cardinal 
ink—my ideas have changed. Wait- 
ing limousines, airships and the 
Ambassador East just don't go with 
the fees fed matinee spielers. 


I've handled more than 750 ap- 
pearances for Lily Pons, Dorothy 
Kirsten and the unforgettable 
Grace Moore through the years. 


I have battered the management of 
the Battle House in Mobile, con- 
cealed Miss Moore's cookstove in 
a hundred hotel closets, doused the 
airconditioning on the entire 20th 
Century Limited, sneaked an im- 
provident opera troupe out of Cha- 
nute, Kansas, in the middle af the 


night, even found Yogurt for my 
divas in places like Burlington, 
Iowa. Now I’m the one who needs 
a tour manager. When I started 
out on my own Chautauqua last 
month I couldn't find Edinboro, 
Pa., the first night. I didn’t have 
my contract, nor an atlas, didn’t 
know where 1 was to speak, nor 
for how much. 

It’s a lonely life, ‘oo. No piano 
tuner to gab with, no fans, no 
press, no wrangling, no three- 


sheets to check, no winds to stop, 
no ultimatums to cope with. Maybe 
if 1 had slides it would be better. 
Mrs. L. C. Naff, manager of Ry- 
man’s in Nashville, thinks so; so 
does Elmer Wilson in Pasadena. 
Fally Markus would have liked 
my act. When he booked Christian- 
sen’s Horses people got horses. I 
got into this teatime circuit on a 
rebound. There are plenty of “A” 
names around who are billed to 
speak on the theatre. But most of 
the time they drone on about the 
Ruml Plan or the next Monetary 


Conference, and the dear chair- 
ladies begin wiring New York: 


“Please, doesn’t anyone talk about 
show business any more?” An as- 
sociate in Edna Giesen’s office at 
Columbia Lectures’ passed the 
wires on to me and I volunteered. 

I give them Mason & Keeler and 
Jane Cowl; the Nash girls, both 
Mary and Florence; and Geraldine 
Farrar, Ella Bradna and her Act 


Beautiful and George M. Gohan, | 


| Lee Cobb and Jo Mielziner. I hum 


the opening of “The Five O'Clock | 


Girl” of, “Little 
sometimes I 
from “The Shanghai 
Gesture” or “The Turn of the 
Tide.” And I try my best to de- 
scribe the staging of “Summer and 
Smoke” or a last rehearsal of “Sa- 
lome” at the Met with Reiner and 
Ljuba Welitsch. They like to hear 
about show business. 


And I try to answer questions, 
not profound ones mind vou, but 
about casts and revivals and when 
Larry Schwab decided to change 
the name of “Lady Fair” to “The 
Desert Song,” or the whereabouts 
of Cecil Spooner; the Stamford 
cast of Clemence Dane’s ‘“Mari- 
ners,” in the order of their ap- 
pearance, or correct the impres 
sion that it was Gertrude Mac- 
Donald who sang “Waiting for the 
Train” in “Tip Toes.” It was Jean- 
ette. 

Miss Giesen of Columbia says 
she already has some dates for 
next season. This time I hope, in 
a.way, that they are on the Milner 
Hotel time. Maybe I can make a 
few dollars, but then I couldn't 
wear my black fedora and my stick- 


finaletto 
and 


and the 
Jessie James,” 
do a scene 


pin. And just trouping plain like | 


‘that, would John Chapman. still 
call me “The Rich Man's Sal- 
maggi?” 


Spike Jones’ Indie Pic 


Hollywood, June 7. 
Spike Jones and Warry Sherman 
are talking an indie pic deal, with 
possible start next April, after 
Jones finishes a string of personals. 
On Monday (6) he opened at 
,; Curran, San Francisco. 





| 





be 


‘ 


Script Prices 
Edge Up Again 


Prices for screen rights to books. 
plays and originals have stabilized 
themselves on a much higher level 
than was anticipated when the 
surge for economy in film produe- 
tion was initiated a couple of years 
ago. Story editors agreed on that 
point this week. 

While no actual ceiling on prices 
has developed, since it alwavs de 
pends on how much a studio wants 
a particular story or play, it is gen- 
really felt that a good legiter can 


still bring between $200,000 ana 
$250,000, and a top novel up to 
about $150,000. Originals have 


been getting $50,000 and higher 
Exceptional plays will bring even 


higher prices and the limit prob- 
ably wiil soon be tested. Virtually 
every -company is anxious to -ac- 


quire Sidney Kingsley’s “Deiective 
Story,” current Broadway hit. How- 
ever, Kingsley is asking $450.000 
plus 15% of the profits. Studios 
feel that price is too high and have 
laid off. Story eds admit the 


DOS 
sibility, however, of a sale at 
$450,000 without the percentage 
provision. “Streetcar Named De- 


sire” is another hit legiter whose 
sale is being delayed by an 
asking price of $450,000 or higher. 


but which will probably go fer 
near that. 

When the Hollywood economy 
wave began to hit hard in 1947 
most story eds thought that the 


days of $200,000 or more for a play 
or $190,000 for a novel were over 
As a matter of fact, the number of 
such buys has decreased consider- 
ably. However, with much of the 
story material that was on studio 
shelves now used up and a dearth 
of new stuff in sight, competition 
for the little available is gradually 
pushing up the price level again 
A paradoxical twist has occurred 
as the result of the demand for 
economy. Smaller stories are bring- 
ing higher prices than big 
The demand is so great for 
that can be produced cheaply that 
studios, by competition, are push- 


ones, 
yarns 


ing up the prices on them. It used 
to be that stories for “big” piec- 
tures brought big coin and those 


for small ones minor folding green. 
Now the situation has reversed it- 
self. 

Evidence of this was seen dur- 
ing the past week when 20th-Fox 
paid $50.000 for S. K. Laurens’ 
“Storks Do Not Bring Babies.” 
High fees still being paid for mag- 
azine varns is also evident in Para- 
mount’s purchase last week of 
“Manhattan Madness” by Thomas 
Walsh. Mag serial brought $50,000. 





Paris Runaround 


| By Borrah Mineviich 


Paris, June 3. 

Nancy Carroll looking like an 
ingenue in a picture hat—and a 
grandmother to be any minute yet! 

Josephine Baker will reopen the 
new Embassy Club in N. Y. C 

Calling all wolves (all breeds) 
the Wally Wanger chorines ‘8) 
opening Monte Carlo, July | 

Steady: Annabella and Mike Ro- 
manoff (not ours) together. 

Director Radvyani’s ‘‘“Some- 
where in Europe’), his next pic- 
ture, will tell a story similar to 
Gary Davis. Italy shooting 

Ilva Lopert and the French 
Cinema Committee feuding over 
the dais dignitaries dinner sealing 
for the first French-won Oscar pre- 
sentation (“Monsieur Vincent). 

Germany looming as the gold 
spot of °49-'50 in the foreign p'x 
receipts picture. 

Jerome Livingston ‘(Lyons agen- 
cy v.p.) and William Morris am- 
bassador Joe McGee talking shop 
at the George Cinq bar. 

Easy does it: Jacques Grinieff 
auditioning the Continent. 

The Tour D’Argent restaurant 
will celebrate the serving of Its 
200,000th duck day & date with 
Maxim’s 50th anniversary shindig 
end June. 

What price film: Alex D Arcy 
/spent 23,000 bucks on his Rivera 
short (16m Kodachrome) but has & 
$2,300,000 cast (Boyer, Lamour, La- 
marr, Rita, etc.). mu 

Know-how: Ed Gruskin ‘ECA 
Radio head) doing his job faster 
than ECA theirs. ; 

Jules Levey went direct from 
the airport to the George V_ bar, 
opened his briefease, called a pub 
stenographer, and started making 
deals. S 


Buster Collier has the U 


rights with UA to “Lapland,” a 
, other “Nanook of the North. 
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PIX BAFFLED FOR B.0. SOLUTION 


Allied Miffed at MPAA ‘Exhib Co-op’ 


Snubbing Indies in Favor of TOA 


Motion Picture Assn. of Ameri-+¢ 


ca’s projected program for wooing 
the goodwill of theatremen appar- 
ently got off on the wrong foot 
this week. Execs of the 
States exhib association reportedly 
are mildly miffed that they’ve been 
overlooked in favor of Theatre 
Owners of America toppers 
MPAA’s initial meeting on 
“love thy neighborhood” 
paign. 

TOA exec director Gael Sulli- 
van. former exec director Robert 
W. Coyne and board chairman Ted 


the 
cam- 


Gamble were invited by MPAA 
v.p. Francis Harmon to a discus- 
sion session in Washington with 
him and Eric Johnston, MPAA 


president, yesterday (Tuesday). 
Harmon hoped to hold the meeting 
on an entirely informal level and 
to keep it as quiet as possible. 
The TOAers apparently didn’t 
understand the Harmon hush-hush 
—and in any case were unsympa- 
thetic to any secrecy—so word was 
around in the trade within a short 


time after the invitations were is- 
sued last week. Result was a 
quick “I told you so” from Allied, 


which represents independent ex- 
hibs and with whom the majors’ 
relations are touchy at best. TOA 
reps both affiliated and indie oper- 
ators. 


Sullivan. as a matter of fact, 
showed little more enthusiasm 
than Allied for the meeting. He 


(Continued on page 24) 


MARVIN SCHENCK NOW 
SURE HE LIKES H’ WOOD 


Marvin Schenck, Metro’s eastern 
talent chief, who went to the stu- 
dio about two months ago for a 
trial period, has decided definitely 
to pull up stakes in the east and 
permanently join Leo’s Coast staff. 
He'll be an administrative execu- 
tive in the L. B. Mayer-Louis K. 
Sidney-Ben Thau hierarchy. 

Schenck, who is a nephew of 
Metro prexy Nicholas M. Schenck 
went to the studio about eight 
weeks ago on the understanding 





that he’d see if “they liked him 
and he liked them.” 
Al Altman, his assistant in the 


talent department, has been named 
eastern talent chief. Associated 
with Altman, a Metro vet, and its 
New York test director, are Sidney 
Phillips and Dudley Wilkinson. 


North Still Wants to Do 
A Ringling Circus Film 


Milton Pickman, of the Ferry & 
Pickman agency, 
York this week from the Coast for 
confabs on sale of film rights to 
the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus. F&P represent 
John Ringling North, circus top- 
per, with whom Pickman came 
east to huddle. 

Deal is set with a major studio. 
it is understood, if it is acceptable 
to North and his attorneys. It 
would include rights to use a story 
involving the circus and all the 
Big Show’s acts and paraphernalia. 
David O. Selznick was negotiating 
a similar deal several years ago, 
but dropped it when he decided to 
abandon further production. 

Pickman will probably return to 
the Coast tonight (Wednesday). 


‘Birth’ Yanked in Buff 

When Negroes Complain 

Buffalo, June 7. 

Run of “Birth of Nation” reissue 
at the Vogue was terminated last 
week after only one showing be- 
tause of protests against how the 
film depicted Negro activities in 
post-Civil War South. 

Promoters of the film shopped 
around locally for an outlet, with 
at least two theatres turning down 
the picture flat because of antici- 








pated protests from Urban League 


and Board of Community Relations. 
Picture was yanked at Vogue af- 
ler about 100 telephone calls and 
other protests were received claim- 


ing the picture was derogatory to 
Negroes. 


Allied | 


in | 


has been in New | 





Illness Forces Phil Berg 


Hollywood, June 7. 
Illness has forced Phil Berg out 
of Berg-Allenberg agency, 
Bert Allenberg now 
Reported that 
$500,000 for his 
tiring. 


Indie Producers 


Org Wants Arnall 
Exclusively Tied 


Extent of Ellis G. Arnall’s ac- 
tivities as president of the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers will probably be ironed 
out in huddles with members of 
the organization on the Coast dur- 
ing the next two weeks. Arnall is 
slated to arrive in Hollywood at 
the end of this week following a 
stopover at Colorado Springs on 
his way west to deliver the key- 
note address at the national con- 
vention of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Issue to be decided during Arn- 
all’s Coast stay is how much time 
he is to give to the affairs of 
SIMPP. Members are so pleased 
with their new prexy that they 
want him to concentrate more 
lime on the Society. Their origi- 
nal deal with him was a part-time 
arrangement which would permit 
him to continue his speaking en- 
gagements, his Atlanta law prac- 
tice and other activities. 

Since the former Georgia gov- 
ernor makes considerable coin lec- 
turing and thoroughly enjoys it, 
he is loathe to give up this activity, 


sole head. 
Berg 





even with a readjustment of his 
deal with SIMPP, but it is be- 
lieved would consider it. It 


(Continued on page 18) 


Wilcox’s Quick Return 
To U. S. to Close Deal On 
| His 2 Pix, Probably UA 


Herbert in New 
| York by 





Wilcox arrives 
air 


To Exit Berg-Allenberg 


¥ 





with | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| week: * 


iS | constant 





IN UGTRY MULLS 











Possibility of a large-scale sur- 


vey by a professional research out- | 


fit in an attempt really to discover 
“What’s wrong with the movies‘ 
is being discussed in some _ top- 
echelon trade circles. Execs are 


»»* 


| disturbed at not being able to put 
received | 


share upon re-| 


a finger on reasons for what they 
feel is boxoffice weakness cur- 
rently beyond what seasonally 


might be expected. 

Idea which is gaining favor is to 
call in some outfit as one of those 
that does merchandising research 
|for other types of business and 
have it make a survey in an effort 
to find out why more people are 
not going to theatres. It’s felt that | 
larger audiences can’t be attracted 
until it is more definitely known 
why potential patrons are not now 
pla@king their coins on boxoffice 
sills. 

As one major exec said _ this 
When Proctor & Gamble or 
Bros. find they are not sell- 
they call in 
why. Once they know 
they can correct it. We 
in show business ought to take a 
lesson from these successful in- 
dustrialists. We have been living 
on a false idea that as ‘showmen’ 
we know the mysterious formula 
for attracting customers and that if 
we don’t, no one else does. I’m 
beginning to think we're kidding 
ourselves. It’s time we got 

iatpenentanbe on page 24) 


SKOURAS OFF ON 8-WK. 
EUROPEAN ONCEOVER 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras flies to Paris today (Wed.) 
on the first leg of an eight-week 
junket that will take him to nine 
different countries. He plans to 
huddle with 20th sales staffers in 
each stop at which the company 
maintains an exchange and will 
also onceover foreign 
facilities in line with the company’s 
emphasis on 
abroad to utilize blocked currency. 

He’s scheduled to speak before 


Lever 
ing soap, 
find out 
the reason, 





ithe American Club tomorrow in 
|Paris and will then hit London, 
|Rome, Messina, Athens, Israel, 
Egypt. Germany and Sweden be- 


| (Wednesday } in an effort to finalize | dox 


fore returning to New York. Trip 
is his first to Europe since he at- 
tended the installation several 
months ago of Athenagoras I as 


from London today new primate of the Greek Ortho- 


Church in Athens. Mrs. 


deals for distribution in the U.S, Skouras will acompany him. 


of his “Spring in Park Lane” 


“Courtneys of Curzon Street.” Brit- 


and | 


} 


ish producer, who returned to} 
England trom New York only 
three weeks ago, is understood to 
have obtained British Treasury 
okay on deals he was attempting | 
to negotiate. 

Wilcox has been seeking cash | 


more | 


| summation 


| protested 


experts to | 





Heineman May Exit EL and Return 





Spain Protests ‘Arch’ 


is SURVEY To U Where He's Still Under Contract 


* There is understood to be a 
reasonable possibility that William 
J. Heineman, Eagle Lion’s v.p. in 


Treatment, Pic Banned charge of distribution, will leave 


Madrid, May 31. 
“Arch ot Triumph” 
pic was exhibited only three days 
in Madrid at the Palacio de la 
Musica. Public became aware that 
pic contained a disparaging scene 
about Spanish Army officers and 
noisily in front of the 


Enterprise’s 


theatre. 
Pic has been 
Spain. 


Chances Slim 


For Ed Small’s 


banned all over 





EL Takeover 


Possibilities appear to be grow- 
ing slimmer with the passage of 
time on sale of controlling interest 
in Eagle Lion to Edward Small on 
the basis on which the deal was 
originally set up. Eventual con- 
may hinge on Small’s 
willingness to medify his demands. 

Small’s agreement with Serge 
Semenenko, Boston banker, and 
Robert R. Young, controliing stock- 


| holder in EL, was that he’d take 
over the company if Semenenko 
could get together a_ production 
fund of somewhere around $7,500,- 
000. This is designed to meet the 
studio’s needs for production 
financing for the next two years, 


Small not being willing to go into 
the deal unless assured that he 
wouldn’t run into fiseal difficul- 
ties before he had time to get the 
(Continued on page 14) 





COHNS AND GRANTS 


pr oduction | 


Seen | ‘ 
| his 
| New York June 30 for 


other 


FOURSOMEING ABROAD 


Columbia prexy Harry Cohn and 
wife are scheduled to leave 
a vacation 
France, Italy and 
countries on the Continent. 
Going with them are Arnold Grant 
and his wife. Grant is Cohn’s per- 
sonal attorney. 

Foursome expects to be 
about seven weeks. It will be a va- 
cation jaunt, although it is expect 
ed that Cohn will look into the 
film situation in each of the coun- 


'trip to England, 


' tries he visits. 





National Boxoffice Survey» 
Warm Weather Sloughs Trade—‘Straiton,’ ‘Barkleys,’ 


‘Brave,’ ‘Champion,’ 


Warm weather, transportation 


for the pix, either via an outright | strikes and mild product are un- 


sale of the American rights to a 
distrib or an advance. against a) 
percentage. In the event be is un- 
successtul in closing such a dest, 


| 


it is understood probable tha. ine | 
or both of the films will zo to 
United Artists for distribution on 


a straight percentage basis, 


KAYE’S U.S. ONE-NITERS 
TO PLUG HIS WB FILM 


After completing his summer 
tour of British cities, Danny Kaye 
will be launched on a series of 
theatre one-niters during October 
in conjunction with the preem of 





his initial pic for Warner Bros., 
“Happy Times.” Kaye's circuit 
around the keys will be dressed 


|up in well-ballyhooed caravan style 
as part of the film’s promotional 
push being mapped by Mort Blum- 
enstock, WB’s+ pub-ad_ veepee. 
Comic has a percentage deal with 
WB on his pix. 

Kave’s current schedule, follow- 
ing his London Palladiunt engage- 


ment, calls for one-week stopovers 
in Glasgow. beginning June 6; 
Manchester, June 13; Birmingham, 


dermining the national 
this session. Fact that schools still 


'are in session in most key cities 
'and that the yen to get outdoors 
is very strong just now are the 
biggest handicaps to firstrun trade 
at present. 

“Stratton Storv” (M-G) again is 
|; pacing the field for the second 
week in a row. And again “Bark- 


+June 20; and Liverpool, June 27. , 


levs of Broadway” (M-G) is strong 
second place winner. Both grabbed 
about same amount of coin, but 
“Stratton” is showing best all- 
around strength, although in fewer 
keys currently. 

Third position money is going to 
“Home of Brave” (UA}, which is 
now doing rousing trade in three 
cities, N. Y., Chicago and L. A. 

“The Champion” is finishing in 
fourth slot, a big pickup trom last 
week's seventh place. 


“Belvedere to College” (20th) is 


fifth from top while “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par) is just making the. 


Big Six this week. 
Majority of runner-up films are 


doing spotty trade, these. includ- 
ing “Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th), 


“Tulsa” (EL), “Red Shoes” (EL) 
“Ball Game” (M-G'). “Younger 
Bros.” (WB) 


boxoffice | 


‘Belvedere,’ ‘Laredo’ Tops 


Last-named is generally strong but 


steady to okay category in some 
spots. 

“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
i“Colorado Territory” (WB) shape 


as potentially best of newcomers. 


Latter, of course, received a real 
boost by getting an elaborate 


preem in Denver and cashing in on 
locale. “Edward, My Son” (M-G) 
is just good in first week at N. Y. 
Music Hall. “Happens Every 
Spring” (20th). which opens at 
N. Y. Roxy this week, is, mainly 
disappointing this stanza, though 
okay in St. Louis. 

“Johnny Allegro” 
very mild on N. Y. date. “Green 
Promise” (RKO), okay in Minne- 
apolis, shapes thin in Indianapolis. 

“City Across River” (U) is gar- 
nering some additional nice profit 
this round. 

“The Window” 
Omaha, shapes nice in Baltimore 
and good in Seattle. “Hellfire” 
(Rep), oke in N. Y., is not so 
good in L. A. 

“Night Unto Night” (WB). due 
in N. Y. this week, is having its 
troubles currently. “Red Pony” 
(Rep) is big in Denver. “Ma, Pa 
Kettle” (U) looks fine in Seattle. 

(Complete Bowo} fie e Re 


(UA) looks 


(RKO). okay in 


ports on 


and “Quartet” (EL)., Pages 10-11.) 


ithere are no legit or 
| ments, 


the company shortly and return to 
Universal, with which he has a 
contract that has about a year to 
run. Heineman’s continuance with 
| EL hinges on restoration of the 
3313°% pay cut he took about eight 
weeks ago and that, in turn, de- 
pends in part on pending efforts 
to arrange a sale of the company. 


As it has worked out, Heineman 
jis losing nothing or practically 
nothing by the slash from $1,500 
a week to $1,000 which he agreed 
;to accept for 12 weeks. A corol- 
|lary to that arrangement was that 
jhe was to get a percentage of 


| gross billings over a certain figure 
| and the company’s business has 
been so excellent during the pe- 
riod that this will compensate for 
much of the salary loss. 

However, with EL running short 
of product and prospects virtually 
nil for continuance of the high 
grosses ot recent weeks, Heineman 
is understood 


unwilling to con- 
tinue with the arrangement after 
the 12-week stretch agreed on. 


Unless he gets a full restoration 

of salary, it is understood he’ll 

walk. Controlling stockholder Rob- 
i casenanae on page 2 20) 


SID CAESAR OFFERED 
1-A-YEAR 20TH PACT 


Sid Caesar has been 
one-pic-a-year pact with 
on a non-exclusive basis, 
uncertain on whether to 
He closed last week as 
the “Admiral Broadway 
TV show, and would return 
latter when it resumes in 
providing, of course, that 
film commit- 
His contract with Admiral 


Comedian 
offered a 
2)th-Fox, 
but he's 
take it. 
star of 
Revue” 
to the 
the fall, 


' gives him an out for legit or films. 


| 
| 


away | || 


Caesar's first pic under the deal 
would be “Turned Up Toes,” with 
Paul Douglas and Jean Peters, but 
he wants a couple of specialties 
included for him in the pic before 











he would do it. 
¥ a = ert = Tay 
} Trade Mark Registered | 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN |} 
| Published Weekly by VARIETY, tue. 
Sid Silverman, Pre ide nt 
|| 13 564 West 46th St., New Yo 19, N. ¥ || 
| Holly wood 28 | 
6311 Yucea Street 
Washington 4 | 
1292 National Press Building | 
Chicago 1 i 
| 360 No Michigan Ave, 

London WC? | 
| 8 St. Martin’s Pl., Trafalgar 8q, | 
| ———_—— | 
SUBSCRIPTION | 
| Annual..... $10 Poreign......$11 |) 
oo ee ee 285 Cente 
! 
| 

, - “my 120 ' 
| Vol. 174 EE No. 13 
| INDEX 
Bilis Ser eee! CTT. 
1 Chatter. een ree 
1 Film Reviews ...cecccce 18 
j t 
|| House Reviews .......... 57 
. . ' 
Inside Legit 7 ee 60 || 
| BEGG WOM... scvccass 48 || 
i Inside Pictures ........ 20 
' Inside Television 33 | 
| International i4 
ple) a re 58 I} 
Literati ee ee ee 22 | 
See ASS . 45 | 
New Acts 57 |] 
a ‘ ei 
Night Club Reviews . 54 | 
Obituaries 63 1 
Pictures. SBes 3 i 
Radio 26 || 
Radio Reviews ........ 28 | 
Pere ee 47 
. Prank eglly, .....<« a 22 | 
i ONE > 340. «eee ai + 
Television Reviews 34 i 
| Vaudeville a2 ij 
j li 
| DAILY VARIETY 
i] (Published Holiy wood by 
1} Daily Variety, “Ltd j 
| $15 a Year—$20 Foreiga | 





———— eee 





pe tor Me 


















‘We were all very 
happy to see you 
on the covers 
of TIME and NEWSWEEK =. 
...We can't wait . 
until we see you 

in your first Warner Picture! 
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You always have, Milton “a j 
— and you always will!” : 
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Jury Still Out Both With Majors And 
Indies on Johnston-Arnall Accord 


Olive 


extended to the Society of Inde- | 
pendent Motion Picture Producers | 


branch which the Motion? 
Picture Assn. of America suddenly | 


last week is not being viewed by 
the indie producers without some | 


doubt. While openly elated at what 
they consider the winning of every 
point in their recent scrap with | 
the majors over the foreign situa- 
tion, SIMPP members feel that 
only time “and issues will finally 
tell whether they truly won a vic- 
tory. 

First real test, it is thought, may 
be at meeting of the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. in New York 
next Monday (13). Indies are 
anxious to see whether at that time 
the MPEA board — consisting 
presidents and foreign chiefs of 
major companies—will back presi- 
dent Eric Johnston in the 





| 





Cheaper in the End 

Jerry Wald is typical of Hol- 
lywood producers who think 
that a good story property “is 
worth a fancy figure, since it’s 
easily translatable to the 
screen.” 

“A cheap story or play buy 
that is a ‘problem’ mounts the 
scripting bill so as to make 
any ‘bargain’ ideas ridiculous.” 








Skouras Likely 


of | 


peace | 


pipe he smoked with SIMPP prez | 


Ellis G. 
Friday (3). 

There has already 
criticism of Johnston among major 
company execs for the obvious vic- 
tory handed SIMPP. They feel 
that the MPAA topper—who has 
made no public reply during all 
the recent beefing by Arnall on the 
Anglo-Amerjcan Film Council pro- 
posals — should have taken a 
tougher attitude toward the indies. 
They declare that Johnston would 
have been well-justified in pointing 


Arnall in Washington last | 


been some | 


out that SIMPP has no one but it- | 
self to blame for not being repre- | 
sented in meetings with the British. | 


When Johnston went to England 


(Continued on page 14) 


Church Okays ‘Outlaw’ 
But MPAA Still Balks 
On Hughes’ Ad Bally 


While Howard Hughes’ hassle 
with the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America on “The Outlaw” con- 
tinues to hang fire, the Legion of 





okay on the film, 
this week. 
L. of D. approval is being held up 
by Hughes pending outcome of 
present efforts to get a Production 
Code Administration seal for “Out- 


law” from the MPAA. 
Producer was forced to 
cuts in the film to win the Le- 


gion’s nod. Announcement will 
point out that slices have been 
made, but stress that 
ment quality has not been 
paired.” 


MPAA withdrew the PCA seal 


not because of the picture itself, | 


but because of advertising of which 
it disapproved. Ned  Depinet, 
prexy of RKO, which Hughes ac- 
quired a year ago, has been in 
negotiation with the MPAA re- 


Council Choice 


In Arnall s Nix 


Fourth man on the U. 
the Anglo-American Pier Council 
sessions in London in August—if 
they are held—will definitely not 
be Ellis G. Arnall, president of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers. Arnall has not been 
invited to serve, and if he is he 
will decline. 

SIMPP prez takes the position 
that he could not possibly partici- 
pate in discussions which he has 
repeatedly termed “illegal’’ in 
squawks to the Dept. of Justice. He 
holds that joining the Anglo-Ameri- 
can huddles would make him an 


. team at 


| accessory to an action on which he 


| 


; has caused the Attorney-General 


to start an investigation as a vio- 
lation of anti-trust laws. 


Arnall’s name was tossed 


| getters, 
|now on getting new scripts that fit 


into | 
| the ring as a possible participant | 





THATAWAYERS 





With exhibs and the public now 
| up over their saddles in sagebrush 
|}and pintos, the next big cycle 
|looked for in films is comedy. 
| Westerns have about run their 
|course, and when the heavy load 
that is still awaiting release gets 
| out of the corral and into distribu- 
| tion, it is expected that they'll be 


followed by pix with the accent on 


| laughs. 

There is a strong undercurrent 
of demand from theatremen and 
the public for comedies. 
ing felt in Hollywood, 


with the 


result that there has already been | 


a step-up in the number of guffaw- 
and there’s concentration 


|into that category. 

Comedies have been doing quite 
well at the boxoffice, although 
filmgoers are being selective about 
them. 20th-Fox found that out 
when, after doing great with “Mr. 
Belvedere Goes to College,” it ran 
out of pay dirt with “Beautiful 
Blonde from Bashful Bend.” 
Leader in the laugh 
studio is taking 
rently with “It Happens 
Spring,” and has on the 
“Father Was a Fullback.” 

Story departments of the majors 
are now searching hard for 
with a solid comedy idea behind 
them. Feeling is that some of the 
recent and current releases have 
been too thin, and achieved what- 

(Continued on page 63) 


another try 





Casanave-Agnew’s 1006 
Bankroll in Dieterle’s 
Italo-Made ‘Stromboli’ 


in the discussions with British in- | 


dustry leaders following a decision 
by the Council last week that each 


| side increase its delegation by one 


| British Pictures Corp., 
Decency has definitely stamped its | ‘ols one of the three major Eng- 
it was learned | 


Announcement of the. 
| that the 


“entertain- | 
im- | 


|man’s Famous 


cently in efforts to get the certifi- | 


cate back. 
withdraw 


Hughes promised to 


a $2,500,000 triple-dam- | 


age anti-trus i ainst the or- | 
s a a see 'Famous Artists and has threatened 


ganization if it returned the seal. 
Producer submitted substantially 
the same advertising as 
however, and the MPAA board 
again nixed it. 

Meantime, Hughes continues to 
hold on the RKO shelf two other 
of his films which have never been 
released except for trial runs. 
They are “Vendetta” and “Mad 
Wednesday,” the latter starring 
Harold Lloyd. It cost $2,400,000 
and has been in the can about 
three years. Hughes has had a 
cutter, Stuart Gilmore, on the pay- 
roll all that time intermittently re- | 
editing the pic. 


Mrs. Harry Gold’s Illness 





| to sue. 


before, | contract 


behalf. 
have the signature of Buzzell 


} 
} 


Delays Film Exec’s Plans 


Harry Gold’s plans are still in- 
definite following recent shutter- 
ing of the New York sales organ- 
ization for Howard Hughes’ pix, 
which Gold headed. Gold’s wife 
has been very ill and he has been | 
spending his time at their country 
home with her. 

Gold, who was with United Art- | 
ists before joining Hughes, is now 
back in New York. He expects 
probably to go into some aspect of 
film distribution on his own. 


man. 
Warter, 


British named Sir Philip 
head of the Associated 
which con- 


lish circuits. 

Since SIMPP has maintained 
Motion Picture Assn. of 
America cannot act for the indus- 
try in any matter without a spokes- | 

(Continued on page 57) 





make Eddie Buzzell’s New Col. 


Pact Puts Harry Cohn In 
Middle of 2 Agencies 


Hollywood, June 7. 

Columbia is in the middle of a 
hassle between Charles K. Feld- 
Artists agency and 
the new Ferry & Pickman 10% 
setup. Harry Cohn, Col prexy, re- 
cently signed a seven-year deal 
with director Edward Buzzell, 
resented by F&P, which caused the 
trouble with Feldman. 

Feldman claims that F&P raided 


He declares he has an oral 

with Buzzell and_ that 
F&P therefore had no right to rep- 
resent him or make a deal on his 
FP, in turn, maintain that 
they 
naming them his agents. 

Ferry and Pickman both former- 
ly worked for Feldman. They quit 
recently to establish their own per- 
centery and feelings have been 
less than cordial between them. 


SCHINE SETTLEMENT 
SEEN VERY NEAR 


Washington, June 7. 

Settlement of the Schine Thea- 
tres’ anti-trust case is very near, 
and the consent decree may be 
‘clinched this week. 

Justice department negotiators 
have been meeting at frequent in- 
tervals with attorneys for the 
Schine Theatres, largest independ- 
ent chain in the U. S. 


Agreement on which theatres are 
to be divorced was reached last 
March. Difficulty since then has 
‘been on a code of trade practices. 





rep- | 


With release of “Stromboli” in 
November, Motion Pictures Sales 
|Corp. will move into expanded full- 
scale operation, it was disclosed 
this week by Charles Casanave, 
who’s partnered in the new 
tribution unit with Neil 


| Casanave said that MPSC would 


PINTO PIX GIVE WAY TO COMEDY 





7% 
+ 


It is be- | 


sweepstakes, | 

cur- | 
Every | 
agenda | 


| 


yarns | 


film 


| pending 


|is expected that 


dis- | 
Agnew. | 


put reps in about 20 cities to han- | 


dle sales on “Stromboli” and suc- 


| ceeding films. 
It was also 


disclosed by the 


MPSC topper that the outfit would | 


make a deal with some other 
| trib to handle residual selling. 
'This would be similar to the ar- 
‘rangement Selznick Releasing Or- 
‘ganization now has with Eagle Lion 
for the latter to contact small the- 
atre accounts after the corapany’s 
/own reps set circuit deals. 
| Wanger, 
is also thinking of a similar setup, 
with Film Classics handling tail- 
end selling. 

MPSC, which now has five men 
in the field, is understood planning 
to move away from distribution of 
minor pix, such as those with 
which it was forced to_ start. 
Among those it is now handling 
are “Prejudice,” produced by the 
Protestant Film Council, and 
“Sins of the Fathers,”’ a Canadian- 
made hygiene pic. Latter is being 
taken care of by a separate organi- 
zation as far as possible to put a 

(Continued on page 20) 





Korda’s Myers, Boxall 
To America on Film Biz 


Two execs of Sir Alexander 

| Korda setups are due in New York 
from London this month. First to 
arrive will be Sidney A. Myers, as- 
sistant managing director of Brit- 
ish Lion, Korda’s distribution set- 
up. He gets in on the Mauretania 
Friday (10). 

Harold Boxall, co-managing di- 
rector of London Film Productions, 
»Ltd., Korda’s producing company, 
arrives in New York June 20. He'll 
be here and on the Coast a total 


of about three weeks. Both men 
will be accompanied by their 
wives. 


Myers is coming to huddle with 
Herbert J. Yates, president of Re- 


public. BL distributes Rep abroad. 
He’ll be in the U. S. about two 
weeks. Boxall trip is for consulta- 


tion with Morris Helprin, Korda’s 
U. S. rep. 


dis- | 


Ozoners Reverse Current B.0. Dip, 


YL TN LIFES Drive-Ins Up 10% Over 48 Revenue 





Delilahed 


Rome, June 7 

While on an isle near Sicily 
recently making arrangements 
for shooting “Stromboli” there, 
producer-director William Die- 
terle spied an aged shepherd 
with a magnificent white 
beard almost a yard long and 
an ancient homespun coat. 
Dieterle quickly hired him for 
fap ee ong 

Getting back there ready to 
shoot, Dieterle looked in vain 
for his shepherd. He finally 
found him. He had used the 
advance the film company paid 
him to get his beard shaved 
and obtain a catrhaliendesettt suit, 


Krim May Exit. 
Barristering For 


100% Film Prod. 


Arthur Krim, who resigned 
about eight weeks ago as president 
of Eagle Lion, may withdraw from 
the law firm of Phillips, Nizer, Ben- 
jamin & Krim, 








production activities. Krim 
continued his membership in the 
firm during the three years he 
served as EL prexy and for more 
than a year he was also in charge 
of production. 

Krim is still actively 
the Coast as EL’s guiding hand, 
the outcome of present 
negotiations for transfer of control 
of the company to Edward Small 
and the naming of a successor. It 
unless there are 
definite signs soon of the deal go- 
ing one way or the other, Krim will 
put a termination date on his serv- 
ices and depart. 

His plans are still very vague, 
but he has gained considerable 
knowledge .of the production field 
and developed a yen for it. 
(Continued on page 14) 


serving on 





Bergman’s New U Post 


Walter | 
it was disclosed last week, | 


|relations program, 


To Include Both Public 
And Exhib Relations 


With Maurice Bergman upped 
last week to a new exec position 
at Universal, his former post as 
eastern ad-publicity manager is ex- 
pected to remain unfilled for the 
time being. Bergman is to be spe- 
cial assistant to U prez Nate J. 
Blumberg and sales chief William 
A. Scully, assuming his new duties 
July 5. National ad-publicity chief 
David A. Lipton will continue 
headquartering on the Coast, with 
Bergman probably continuing his 
old duties concurrently with his 
new job. 

While Bergman’s exact job was 
not specified, Blumberg intimated 
he would supervise a general pub 
declaring U is 
“eager to move ahead with its pub- 
lic relations program and to con- 

(Continued on page 14) 


SCHARY’S EASTERN TRIP 
STALLED UNTIL JULY 


Metro production chief Dore 
Schary, originally scheduled to ar- 
rive in New York this week, has 
postponed his trip until next month 
because of the pressure of studio 
activities. He is now supervising 
the windup of “Battleground,” 
which he produced personally and 
which he brought over from RKO 
together with Robert Pirosh, who 
scripted the property. 

Delay in Schary’s plans will per- 
mit him to huddle with sales vee- 
pee William F. Rodgers both in 
Hollywood and N. Y. Rodgers 
leaves for the Coast,July 17 and 
will be back at the h.o. before 
Schary gets in. 





to concentrate on_ 


‘of Sir 
This ' 


* With drive-in theatres mush- 
rooming throughout the country, 
business this season at the ozoners 
is generally 10°% over the 1948 
take. Healthy grosses at the out- 
door spots are in sharp contrast to 
the slumping trade of the all-year- 
round houses, whose b.o. is off an 
an average of 20°, according to 
amusement tax figures recently re- 
leased by the Treasury Dept. 

Through careful checks most 
distributors are aware of the drive- 
ins’ attendance. While the ozon- 
ers may have been novelties in pre- 
war times, they now have built up 
a dyed-in-the-wool patronage, 
oblivious to fog, rain or cold. 

Capacity at a drive-in varies ac- 
cording to the occupants of the 
cars admitted. The hep operator 
has at least three adults to a ve- 
hicle as his goal. Thus he can off- 


set charges that his spot is a 
camouflaged lover’s lane ...a 


“passion pit with pix,” 
it 


as some call 


Patrons’ admissions are happily 
augmented by the gravy from the 
concession take. An efficient drive- 
in uses trailers and announcements 
piped through the sound system 
urging the customer to leave his 
car during the 10 to 15 minute 
intermission. It’s not unusual for 
an ozoner to do $1,000 a night at 
the gate and glean an extra $400 or 
$500 at the refreshment counter. 

Where car hops circulate through 
the parked cars, receipts on hot 

(Continued on page 14) 





Powell-Pressburger 
Escorting ‘Pimpernel’ 
Print Personally to U. S. 


British producers Michael Powell 
and Emeric Pressburger are due 
in the U. S. June 19. They'll 
bring with them a print of “The 
Return of the Pimpernel” to show 
to Samuel Goldwyn and will dis- 
cuss with’ him further production 
deals. 

“Pimpernel” was made by Powell 
and Pressburger under the banner 
Alexander Korda, with 
Goldwyn participating in produc- 
tion and financing in return for 
Western Hemisphere rights. P&P 
will leave for the Coast confabs 
with Goldwyn on the same day of 


| their arrival in New York. They'll 


be in Hollywood about five days 
and return to London after a day’s 
stopover in the east. 


DRIVE-IN’S DAY-DATER 
WITH DENVER 1ST RUN 


Denver, June 7, 


Initial attempt to employ a 
drive-in day-date on world preem 
with regular theatre turned out 
successful here with “Colorado 
Territory.” First use of ozoner in 
this way was done despite heavy 
rain opening night Friday (3). 
Absolute capacity of 1,000 autos 
were at the West drive-in when 
rain started to fall. Rainfall was a 
natural to help opening at Broad- 
way but NCR (no car room) for 
drive-in was a surprise. 

Drive-in did about $11,000 open- 
ing week, while the 1,500-seat 
Broadway garnered $12,000. ‘‘Colo- 
rado” moves to East drive-in next 
week, while continuing run at the 
regular theatre. 








Margaret O’Brien Deal 


Off on Disney Picture 


Hollywood, June 7. 

Deal for Margaret O’Brien to 
narrate Disney’s “Alice in Wonder- 
land” has been called off, appar- 
ently due to domestic difficulties 
of the moppet’s mother. Studio 
says inking stage was reached late 
last week, but Mrs. O’Brien noti- 
fied Walt Disney, through agent 
Vic Orsatti, to call it off. 

Mother says she and child star 
will take long rest, with Margaret 
forgetting about film work for sev- 
eral months. She is living apart 
from Don Sylvio, who says he'll 
fight annuiment proceedings. 
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Industry Needles State Dep't to Doff 
Kid Gloves in Fight vs. Brit. Quota. ‘seca seceSvguartr 


Washington, June 7. + 


Counsel for the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America submitted to the 
State Dept. this week a memoran- 
dum setting out the legal points 
involved in the film industry's 
claim that the British quota vio- 
lates international trade agree- 
ments. State had asked for the) 
memo as a prelude to carrying on 
its protestations to the British re- 
garding the quota. 

Industryites feel that State is 
being unnecessarily legalistic in its 
attitude, and that it could make a 
justifiable squawk without going 
into minute detail on violations of 
the various treaties involved. How- 
ever, the data is being provided as 
requested to preclude any excuse 
on the part of the Department for 
putting up the battle the industry 
desires. State has proved reticent 
on this score in the past. 

Cancellation of the Anglo-Amer- 
ican Film Council sessions sched- 
uled for last week cut further 
ground from under the British in 
their answer to the State Dept.’s 
holler of some weeks ago on the 
quota. British reply suggested 
State wait for the Council meeting 
and see what came of it before 
further squawks. 


State’s Reply to DeMille 


In a letter to Cecil B. deMille, 
replying to a protest on the Brit- 
ish situation he had made as head 
of the Motion Picture Industry 
Council, State pointed out that 
the “British government made no 
commitment in the General Trade 
Agreement with respect to the 
height of the film quota and con- 
sequently has the same legal right 
to modify this quota that the 
United States Government posses- 
ses with respect to any particular 
tariff rate on which no _ interna- 
tional commitment has been made.” 

Declaring its sympathy “with the 
American film industry’s conten- 
tion that the British film quota is 
excessive,” the State department, 
however, said that it “cannot claim 
that the British government has 
acted illegally in raising its film 
quota or engaged in discrimina- 
tory practices in the technical 
sense.” But State “has on different 
occasions made known to the Brit- 
ish government its concern over 
the quota on the grounds that it 
appeared unduly protective — 
and that it was causing strong re- 
sentment in the American film in- 
dustry.” 

Stressing the importance of films 
because of “informational and cul- 
tural considerations,” the depart- 
ment assured deMille that it will 
“continue to maintain a close in- 
terest in the problem.” State de- 
partment, according to the letter, 
“again recently emphasized this 
concern to officials attached to 
the British embassy and to Mr. 
Bevin’s party on his visit to Wash- 
ington and was assured these rep- 


resentations would be brought to, 
the attention of the appropriate | 


authorities in London and to Mr. 
Bevin personally.” 





(The Late) Klaus Mann’s 
25G Suit for Pix Billing 


Roberto Rossellini and Organiza- 
tions Films International are being 


sued for a total of $25,000 dam- | 


ages by the late writer Klaus Mann 
whose estate claims, in a N. Y. su- 
preme court action, that he failed 
to get screen credit for collaborat- 
ing on the script of “Paisan.’” He 
charged, under a 1945 agreement. 
that the defendants promised him 
billing in Europe, but asserts his 
name was omitted. 

Mann’s alleged pact called for 
him to assist in adapting a yarn, 
“Seven from the U. S.,” which later 
became ‘“Paisan.” He assertedly 
turned down extra compensation in 
return for a special credit line | 
which was to read in “collabora- 
tion with Klaus Mann.” Suit only 
involves the European market for 
the writer is said to have received 
credit in the Western Hemisphere 
following representations from his 
attormey. 

Action came to fight Friday (3) 
when legalites for the defendants 
argued that the court lacks juris- 
diction over a foreign corporation. 
It was also asked that warrant of 
attachment and any levy be dis- 
solved and vacated. Plaintiff Mann 
son of writer Thomas Mann, com- 
mitted suicide in Switzerland last 
week. \ 


COL.’S 3D QUARTER NET 
PROFIT UP TO $304,000 


Columbia Pictures’ net profit 





going habit, Gael Sullivan, exec 
America, is attempting to set up 





‘ending March 26, swung sharply | 
upwards to the $304,000 marker as 
‘against $171,000 for the previous 


Metro Names Green / quarter and $130,000 for the same 


Hollywood, June 7. period last year. Earnings during 

New general director of music the 39-week period, ending March | 
on the Metro lot is Johnny Green, 26, were, however, almost 50% off 
succeeding Dick Powers, who is with a $452,000 profit as against 
moving into other musical fields. last year’s $855,000. Current 39- 
Green checks in Aug. 1. week period was dragged down by 
— a $23,000 loss suffered in the three- 
month period ending Sept. 25, 1948. 
Earnings per share of common 
stock, after preferred stock divi- 
dends, were estimated at 34c for 
the current 39-week period as 
against 96c. for the same period 
last year. Number of outstanding 








See Film Salesmen 
Aiming for New Terms; 
Rebuttal to Lichtman 


An off-the-cuff comment made 
recently by Al Lichtman, 20th-Fox 
veepee, that “salesmen are chiefly 
responsible” for poor distrib-exhib 
relations has stirred up a strong 
reaction from rank-and-file film 
peddlers. Spokesman for the sales- 
men’s guild, the Colosseum of Mo- 
tion Picture Salesmen, David Bez- | 
nor replied in a letter to Lichtman | 
which said, “It is my duty to ad- 
vise you that you have shocked a 
most important single group in 
your organization.” 


stock rose over the last year from 
638,352 to 654,311. 





Accent on Exhibitor 
Relations in Par’s New 
Pub-Ad Realignment 


With addition of three new mem- 
bers to Paramount’s publicity-ad- 
vertising department and a consid- 
erable shifting around of duties, 

Stating that salesman only fol- Max E. Youngstein, new pub-ad 
lowed homeoffice or branch exec director, said this week that his 
directives, Beznor said: ‘When you aim is to get a staff in which every 
stand in judgement, pointing an ac- key man was familiar with field 
cusing finger on your salesmen as_ problems. Youngstein declared 
the black sheep who are the cause that he desires extremely close 
of ‘a lack of confidence’ between liaison with exhibs, and in choos- 
the company and exhibitors, you ing his staffers he is attempting to 
are thereby stealthily laying on get men qualified to go into the 
their threshold an unwanted child, field and handle all aspects of a 
conceived in the inner chambers of campaign. 
management which is now attempt- Familiarity of Sid Blumenstock 
ing to obscure its paternity.” Bez- with theatre problems was given by 
nor’s rhetorical flight was specifi- 
cally powered by Lichtman’s find- OX 
ing on his recent national tour that exec as Par’s advertising manager. 
there is a “lack of confidence be- Blumenstock will make a number 
tween salesman and exhibitors.” of trips *a year through the coun- 

Beznor’s barrage against the try, Youngstein said, to keep Par’s 


20th exec was regarded as covering 
fire for the Colosseum’s attempt to 
win a general wage increase for 
about 1,000 film salesmen employed 
nationally by the major distribs. | 
|, Demand for the salary hike will be 
made in August when Colosseum 
| will move to open industry-wide 
‘contract negotiations. Current, 
| pact, which is the union’s first, ex- | 
| pires in October. | A 
gave their okay last week to im- 
portation of “Rapture,” English- 


Sneoenee ST 3 see See ee 
RKO, 20TH, WB, U 


agreement to snip out six feet of 
objectionable negative. Releasing 
' RKO, 20th, WB and Universal 
‘last week were hit with $2,250.000 


deal is now being negotiated, with 
‘triple damage anti-trust suit filed 


and thinking of theatremen. 
The new pub-ad tepper also dis- 
closed that Richard Condon would 

(Continued on page 22) 


DFNUDED ITALO PIC 
FINALLY GETS U.S. OK 











the probability that United Artists 
will handle the film. 
| Battle with Customs men, which 
in N. Y. federal court by Beathe- ‘ ; ° : 
‘ i 

/corp, Ine. and Salana Corp., lessee na iy ag hn Need a ge ye te 
/and operator of the Beacon thea- | producers by William Roach. of 
he N. Y., from September, 1944 to O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler 

eptember, 1946, Beathecorp wants law firm. Outfit reps David Pel- 
a total of $900,000 damages. Sa- retell Jahn Shepridge and Robert 
, lana, which has operated the house Goelet Se whee wnte the Sie wth 
|from 1946 to the present, seeks financing “by Robert Goelet. Sr.. 
$1,350,000. , New York real estate operator. 

Defendants, according to the Footage to which Customs ob- 
/complaint, conspired and entered jected showed a nude gal diving 
into agreements to prevent the into a pool. New York Customs 
Beacon from obtaining first-run execs were upheld in an appeal 
product. It’s also claimed that the py Roach to Washington. 
four distributors imposed clear- : 
ances in favor of RKO theatres in 
the immediate vicinity and tried to Spangler Replaces 
destroy the plaintiff's earning Hebert at Goldwyn 
power and prestige. Hollywood, June 7. 
Beacon is a better and larger acting chief of Samuel Goldwyn’s 
house than any RKO theatre in the aq-publicity department, succeed- 
area, Beathecorp and Salana jng his old boss, Bill Hebert, who 
charge that they were sluffed off had held the job for eight years 
with third-run films. Assertedly with a couple of short interrup- 
the Beacon could not get second- tions. | 
run product since RKO moved It was an amicable parting, ac- 
pictures from its 81st St. theatre cording to Hebert, who will take 
to the circuit's 77th St. Plain- 4 vacation in Honolulu before mak- | 
tiffs want the court to issue a de- ing a new contact 








cree voiding the defendants’ al- 
leged agreements. 
| N. Y. to Europe 
Irina Baronova 
Garfield-Warner Sign S. N. Behrman 
Jack Warner arrived in New William Conway 


Noel Coward 

Emerson Crocker 
Brainerd Duffield 
Sam Eckman, Jr. 
Stanton Griffis ” 
Steve Hannagan 

Ben Henry 

Sol Hurok 

Elia Kazan. 

Paul Muni 

Jarmila Novotna 
Eugen Sharin 

Spyros Skouras 
William L. Taub 
Cecil Gordon Tennant 


York Monday (6) from the Coast 
and will be east until Friday (10) 
to attend the Warner Bros. inter- 
national sales convention at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Meet gets under 
way tomorrow (Thursday). 

While east the WB production 
chief also closed the deal yesterday 
(Tues.) with John Garfield by 
which the actor will alternate in 
making one pic for the studio on 
a profit-sharing basis and one for 
himself for distribution by WB. 
It’s a es pact for 10 pix. At- 
torney Arnold Grant repped Gar- 


shares of the company’s common | 


Youngstein as a major factor in | 
choice of the 20th-Fox exploitation | 


advertising closely keyed to needs 


U. S. Customs officials finally | 


paign in the large metropolitan dailies. 


$e, 


TOA’s Institutional Bally 


Moving to implement a public relations drive to accent the film- 


director of Theatre Owners of 
a national institutional ad cam- 
Plan is based on news- 


paper cooperation for granting of free space for ads which would 
plug theatres in general and list top productions being released by 


the majors in a specific area. 


Initial ad, which Sullivan is aiming 


to extend to other cities, appeared recently in the Chicago Herald 
American. Bill Hollander, publicity director for the Balaban & Katz 
circuit in Chicago, promoted the half-page deal. 

Ad copy in bold letters under a photo of Arlene Dahl in “Reign 


of Terror’ reads: “You are the hero at the movies. . 
Good for you and good for the whole 
There’s always a good movie playing and you have your 


are good entertainment. 
family. 


choice of comedy, romance, adventure, mystery and musicals.” 


.. The movies 


Ad 


also includes a plug for the paper’s amusement section with a 


listing of its film columnists. 








Rodgers’ ‘Incentive’ 
Selling Sidetracked For — 
MG’s 25th Anni Drive 


+ Metro sales veepee William F. 


Rodgers has reserved decision on 
| the contemplated “incentive” slid- 
ing scale plan until the end of the 
year. Sales chief plans to concen- | 
trate exclusively for the remain- 
der of 1949 on M-G’s 25th anni 
sales drive, hoping to make it the 
biggest billings year in the 25 years 
he has been with the company. 

New scale plan has aroused con- 
siderable interest among exhibit- 
ors, most of whom view it as one 
of the most beneficial sales meth- 
ods. Under the plan, the percent- 
age of the gross which the exhib 
pays in film rental would decrease 
gradually after the boxoffice take 
has exceeded a certain top figure. 
Thus, it would offer special incen- 
tive to theatre operators to go in 
for extra promotion and ballyhoo 
to build the gross as much as pos- 
sible. 





‘JOLSON SINGS’ MULLS 
2 BROADWAY HOUSES 


Columbia is understood consid- 
ering two. possibilities for the 
Broadway run of “Jolson Sings 


Again,” sequel to its highly suc- 
cessful “Jolson Story.” One is the 


| Astor theatre, which has’ been 
playing Col product recently, and 
the other is the Mark Hellinger 
| (formerly the Warner). 


| Hellinger deal being considered 
' would be for rental of the house) 
on a four-walls basis. Theatre has 
been recently used for legit. Astor 
_is considered at the moment to be 
_more likely spot, particularly since 
the relationship has been very 
amicable between Col and Maurice 
Maurer, who operates the house for 
City Investing Co. Maurer may go 
to the Coast shortly to see “Jol- 
son” and discuss the deal. 

New “Jolson” pic will go into 
| distribution in the fall. It was 
/completed on a budget of about 
$1,500,000, as compared with $2,- 
500,000 for the original. Latter has 
grossed just over $8,000,000 to date 
in the domestic market. It has 
/proved somewhat disappointing 
abroad, particularly in England, 
but is expected to wind up with 
about $11,000,000 as its world 
| gross. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Andrews Sisters 

Charles Barton 

| Robert Buckner 

» Andre Cauvin 
Wheaton Chambers 

Howard Christie 

Chartes Correll 

Sam Coslow 

James Edwards 

Charles K. Feldman 

Norman Frescott 

Eva Gabor 

Dana Gibson 

Phil Goldstone 

Freeman Gosden 

Joan Harrison 

Paul Henreid 

Ruth Hussey 

Anne Jeffreys 

Harry Kurnitz 

Lee Liberace 

Frank Liberman 

David Lipton 

Bob Longenecker 

Don Loper 

Sam Marx 

Fred L. Metzler | 

Dennis O'Keefe 

William H. Pine 

Joe Rosenberg 

Jane Russell 

William A. Seully 

Jules C. Stein 

Richard Widmark 


} 
| 
| 








field in yesterday's inking. } Molly Thatcher 


Carey Wilson \ 


Italy Also Has : 
Ideas on U.S. Pix 
Biz Subsidie 


Rome, June 7. 


Exhibs’ demand for a ceiling on 
rentals charged them for Ameri- 
can pix is the latest in the series 
of wrenches thrown into consum- 
mation of the proposed agreement 
between the Itakian government 
and the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. It had been expected 
that Parliament some weeks ago 
would have passed legislation nec- 
essary for the compromise, which 
would have meant the contribution 
by U.S. distribs to a subsidy fund 
for Italian producers. 

Desire of theatre operators for 
establishment of a government- 
decreed ceiling on the Amount of 
money Yank companies can charge 


them for films has created bitter- 


ness between the exhibs and native 
producers, who would be greatly 
aided by the new agreement. In 
any case, it is believed that Ameri- 
can companies will not accept the 
rental ceiling provision. 

Gerald Mayer, the MPAA’s Con- 
tinental rep, who has been here 
negotiating the agreement, ap- 
parently will have to remain for 
some weeks yet. One of his diffi- 


culties is that the most of the 
American companies’ Continental 
managers, upon whom he must 


,rely for advice and opinion, are 


away from their Paris headquar- 
ters and he can’t contact them. ~ 

Plan on which Mayer has been 
working calls for 2,500,000 lire 
(about $4,000) to be deposited by 
American companies as a loan in a 
fund for domestic producers for 
each pic dubbed from English in 
Italian. Certificate would be is- 
sued permitting the distrib to un- 
block immediately from his frozen 


_funds the equivalent of the 2,500- 


000 lire at the legal rate. In ad- 
dition, the deposit is repayable in 
10 years without interest. Fund 
made up by the deposits would be 
used to lend capital at 6% inter- 
est to Italian producers up to a 
maximum of 70% of their budgets. 
Half of the interest would be used 
for managing the fund and the 
other half to establish an agency 
in New York for promotion of 
Italian films. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


George Balanchine 
Jack Cummings 
Judy Holliday 
Bob Hope 
Hal Kanter 
Harold Lloyd 
Rouben Mamoulian 
Ona Munson 
Joseph Pasternak 
Milton Pickman 
Monte Proser 
Irene M. Selznick 
Maria Tallchief 
Dave Taps 
Europe to N. Y. 
Sidney Bernstein 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
John Haskell 
Johnny Hyde 
Jacques Kopfstein 
Sidney A. Myers 
Louella O. Parsons 
Phil Reisman 
Silas F. Seadler 
Charles Vidor 
Herbert Wilcex 














‘UNDECIDED 


Henry Morgan 
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IN ACTION > 


“We will enable the public to see our 
pictures when and where they want 
to see them at the time when they 

most want to see them.” 











2Oth’s Phila. 
Plan Gross2s 
Mount 


‘‘Twentieth Century- 
Fox’s earlier runs plan 
in Philadelphia has 
made it possible for 
‘Mr. Belvedere Goes To 
College’ to out-gross 
‘The Snake Pit’ and 
‘Sitting Pretty’ by 
more than 20 per cent 
in that city.”’ 

—M.P. DAILY 


20:, DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES 





CENTURY-FOX 


POLICY 


Competitive Circuits 


In Philly Co-op 
on 2Oth’s First 
18 Day-and-Daters 


Philadelphia, May 31 


“**New 20th- Fox ‘flexi- 
ble availabilities’ plan 
kicked off to a fast 
start here Thursday 
(26), as 18 nabe houses 
opened ‘Mr. Belvedere 
Goes To College’ on a 
day-and-date basis.’’ 
—VARIETY 











‘*Belvedere’’ Run 
Breaks Phila. 
Record 


‘*The public’s response 
at the boxoffices of the 
18 theatre Philadelphia 
run proves without 
doubt that our ‘flexible 
availabilities’ plan is 
sound and progressive, 
benefiting both the 
exhibitor and distrib- 
utor greatly,’ says 
Andy W. Smith, Jr. 
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IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING - THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE FROM BASHFUL BEND 
CANADIAN PACIFIC - MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN - A LETTER TO THREE WIVES - THE 
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YOU'LL ALWAYS GET A FAIR 












AND SQUARE DEAL FROM THE 
MAN WHO KEEPS DELIVERING 


THE BIG MONEY PICTURES! 


Will James’ SAND - IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING 
THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE FROM BASHFUL BEND 
MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO COLLEGE -: THE 
FAN - CANADIAN PACIFIC - MOTHER IS A 
FRESHMAN - A LETTER TO THREE WIVES - THE 
SNAKE PIT - DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS 
YELLOW. SKY - WHEN MY BABY SMILES AT ME 
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CENTURY-FOX 








PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 
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LA Still Slow But 


‘Brave Smash 





$60,000; ‘Stratton’ Sturdy at 456, 


‘Night’ NG 15 


G, Hellfire’ $21, 000 





Los Angeles, June 7. 

General firstrun outlook east 
continues on mild side although 
two newcomers are helping some- | 
what. “Home of Brave,’ off to 
smash weekend biz, is heading for 
great $60,000 in four theatres. 

“Stratton Story” is shaping to 
very good $45,000 in three 
spots. Pickings are slim for other , 
new bills. “Night Unto Night’ 


land 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $482,300 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $482,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 











does not look better than $15,000 
in Six days in three Warner houses. 

“Take False Step” shapes drab 
$15,000 in five locations while 
“Hellfire” looms slow $21,000 also 
in five. Second frame of “Quartet 
continues fine with $8.000 but 
otherwise holdovers are dying. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha- 
waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- 
Cor) (834; 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1)- 
“Home of Brave” (UA). Great 
$60,000. Last week, ‘Champion 
(UA) (5th wk-6 days), fine $20,400. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1.719: 60-$1)—‘Beautiful Blonde” 
(20th) and “Leave to Henry” 
(Mono) (2d wk-5 days). Scant $13,- 
000. Last week, very slim $34,800. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1.757: 2.756; 2,344: 60-$1)— 
“Night Unto Night’ (WB). Drab 
$15 000 in 6 days. Last week, 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) (9 days), 
fell to pieces after good holiday 
weekend opening and held only 
two days past initial frame, dull 
$32,000. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2.296; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Stratton Story” (M-G). Good 
$45,000. Last week, “Ball Game” 
(M-G) (3d wk-6 days), $18,200. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—‘Hellfire’ (Rep) and “C-Man” 
(FC). Near $11,000 here, with 
mild $21,000 in 5 day-daters. Last 
week, “Big Cat’ (EL) and “Broken 
Journey” (EL) (8 days), $10,700 
here, with $21.100 in- 5 situations. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) 
(2,812; 2,890; 50-$1) —‘‘Lust For 
Gold” (Col) and “Secret St. Ives” 
(Col) (2d wk). Down to $25,000. 
Last week, good $41,700. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 
—‘‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) and 
“Streets San Francisco” (Rep) (3d 
wk). Only $15,000. Last week, 
okay $23,500. 

Ritz 


United Artists, 
1,370; 60-$1)—‘‘Take False 


(2,100; 
Step” (U). Slight $9,000 with $15,- 


000 total for 5 spots. Last week, 
“Lady Gambles’ (U) and “En- 


chanted Valley” (EL) (2d wk), $13,- 
000 with $22,000 for 5 day-date 


spots. 
Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40),—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (23d 
Down to $4,000 after fast. 





wk). 
$7,000 last week. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890: $1.20) — | 
“Quartet” (EL) (2d wk). Holding | 
in great style with $8,200 after 
sock $9,000 opener. 


Little Cheer in Wash.; 
‘Outpost’-Vaude Oke At 
$22,000, ‘Night’ Dim 136 


Washington, June 7. 


Little cheer in boxoffice outlook 
along the main stem this session, 





with holdovers helping to pull the | 


average down. “Outpost in Mo- | 
rocco” with vaude, at Loew's Capi- | 
tol, looks just average. “Night Unto 
Night” at Warner disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2,434: 44-85)— 
‘Outpost in Morocco” (UA) plus 
vaude. Okay $22,000. Last week, 
‘Africa Screams” (UA) plus vaude, 
$23,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) 
“Crooked Way’ 
Last week, 
(RKO), $7,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74) 
—‘We Were Strangers” (Col) (2d) 
run). Okay $7,000. Last week, 
“Casablanca” (WB) (reissue), torrid 
$11,000 in 9 days. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 
—‘‘Penny Serenade” 
Fair $4,500. Last 
Grows in Brooklyn” 
sue), $3,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 44-74) — 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Steady $17,000 after sock $24,000 


(1,939: 44-80)— 
. ‘y A). Slim $8,000. 
“Green Promise” 


44-74 

(Col) (reissue). 
week, “Tree 
(20th) ‘reis- * 


opener. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Night Unto Night” (WB). Thin 
$13,000. Last week. “Younger 
Brothers” (WB), $12,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Portrait of Jennie’ ‘SRO) (7th 


wk). 
out. 


Slipped to $4,000 and moves 
Last week, $5,000. 


60-31) 


(UA-FWC) | 


Buff. Mild; ‘Stop Music’ 


| —‘‘Jigsaw”’ 


: $4,000. Last week, socko $5,600. 


Belvedere’ K.C. 
Ace, Wow $24,000 


Kansas City, June 7. 
Only one new film here this 
week, “Mr. Belvedere,” but it looks 


sock $24,000 in three houses, and 
cinch for second week. “Stratton 
Story” in second week at the Mid- 
land shapes. strong. Plenty of 
rain during week as area was bat- 
tered by tornadoes. 

Estimates for This Week 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (7th wk). 
Solid $3,000. Last week, about 
same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45- 
65)—“‘Stratton Story” (M-G) and 
“Feathered Serpent’ (Mono) (2d 


with 
week, 


wk). Shows staying power 
nifty $11,000 likely. Last 
hefty $20,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost 
Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). Okay 
$9,000. Last week, “The Window” 
(RKO) and ‘“‘Woman’s’ Secret” 
(RKO), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) (2d wk). 
So-so $9,000. Last week, $11.000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Penny Serenade” (Col) and “More 
Merrier’” (Col) (reissues). Mod- 
erate $4,000. Last week, “Ride, 
Ryder, Ride” (EL) and “Hold That 
Ghost” (Indie) (reissue), fairish 
$3,500. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
Belvedere to College” (20th). 
Terrific $24,000, and holding. Last 
week, “Blonde Bashful Bend” 
(20th), modest $14,000 in 8 days. 





Ups ‘Jigsaw’ to $18,000 


Buffalo, June 7. 
Best bet here this week is | 
saw” with “Stop the Music” radio 


| show onstage, solid at Great Lakes. 


Elsewhere takings are mild. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“The Champion” (UA). 
$11,000. Last week “Barkieys of 
Broadway” (M-G), fancy $24,500 in 
9 days. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
(UA) and “Stop the 
onstage. Solid $18,000. Last 
“Streets of Laredo” 


Music” 
week, 


sturdy $1* 000. 


Hipp (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—“Keep 
‘Em Tiying’” (U) and “Ride ’Em 
(Continued on page 24) 


‘Belvedere’ Nice $12,000, 
Omaha; ‘Window’ $7,500 


Omaha, June 7. 

With weather favorable for out- 
doors, grosses are still in the dol- 
drums at most spots this week. 
“Belvedere Goes to College’ will 
be tops among straight-filmers with 
nice session. “Strike It Rich” plus 
Will Osborne-Jerry Colonna stage- 
show at Orpheum shapes good. “Pa 
and Ma Kettle” still is doing smash 
business at the little State. “The 
Window” looks okay at the Bran- 
deis. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20- 
80)—"Strike It Rich” (Mono), with 
Will Osborne orch, Jerry Colonna 
onstage. Good if not big at $18,000. 
Last week, “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) 
and “Highway 13” (SG), depressing 
$9,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 
“The Window” (RKO) and 
an’s Secret” (RKO). Okay $7,500 
but not smash. Last week, “We 
Were Strangers” (Col) and ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col), $8,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 
65)—‘‘Belvedere to College” (20th). 
Trim $12,000. Last week, “Streets 
of Laredo” (Par), $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Pa, Ma Kettle” (U) and “Fighting 
Fools” (Mono) (2d wk). Down to 





16-65)— 
“Wom- 


| 
| 


Indpls. Way Off Albeit 
‘Belvedere’ Bright 12G 


Indianapolis, June 7. 

Biz is still in doldrums at most 
'firstrun here this week. “Belvedere 
to College” is nice at the Indiana 
| despite this. “Green Promise” 
never got started at Circle despite 
personal appearances by Robert 
Paige and Jeanne LeDuke first 2 
{ee s: 

r Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble- Dolle) (2,800; 
65)—‘‘Green Promise” (RKO) 


44- 
and 


Bus Walkout, H.0.'s, Heat Clip Hub: 
Fan’ Fair $18,000, “Allesro’ Ditto 





Key City Grosses 








} 


“Loveable Cheat” (FC). Thin $5.,- | 
500. Last week, “‘Ma, Pa Kettle” 
(U) and “Streets San Francisco” 


(Rep), oke $11,000. 
Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 


“Belvedere To College” (20th) and 


44-65) —| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


“Fighting Fools’ (Mono). Nice} 
$12,000. Last week, “El Paso” 
(Par) and “Feathered Serpent” 
(Mono), $9,000. 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Champion” (UA) and “Valiant 


Hombre” (UA). Modest $9,000 or 
near. Last week, “Barkleys of 
Broadway” (M-G) and “Blondie’s 
Big Deal” (Col), hefty $17,000. 
Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and “Vi- 
cious Circle” (UA). Sluggish $4,- 


500. Last week, “Red Pony” (Rep) 
and “Smoky Mountain Melody” 
(Col), $5,000. 





Heat Hits Cincy; 
River Big $10,500 


Cincinnati, June 7. 

Biz generally is fair to middling 
currently trailing the holiday up- 
surge and suffering from heat wave 
that headed weekend traffic to 
parks and pools. Pacing the new- 
comers is “‘City Across River,” at 
Keith’s. “Lust for Gold” shapes 
average at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 5C-75)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA). Fairish 
$10,500. Last week, “We Were 
Strangers” (Col), $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,319.000 


(Based on 25 cities, 213 
theatres, chiefly nrst runs, tr 
cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,497 ,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 211 


theatres) 





+ Boston, June 7. 
Looks very drab around 


town 
|this stanza with holdovers, rea} 
;Summer weather and strike of 


‘suburban bus drivers all combin- 
ing to cut into biz. Only two new- 
/comers in town, “Johnny Allegro” 
at Boston and “The Fan” at the 
| Met, and they are about average. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-85) 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and 
| Tribe” (Col). Not bad 
Last week, “Gunga Din” 
and “Lost Patrol” (RKO) 
solid $18,500. 


“Lost 
$18.000. 
(RKO) 


(reissues), 





Philly Slumps: 


Philadelphia, June 7. 
Film biz here is in a mild slump, 
with exhibitors seeking to find the 
cause. There is nothing much in 
the way of new product and hold- 





| 


lover fare is not so stout. 
Estimates for This Week 
; Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) 
of Riley” (U) (2d wk). Oke 
Last week, pleasing $12,000. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘* 


“Life 
$7,500. 


One 


| Woman's Story” (U). Slim $16,000 
‘or less. Last week, “Adventure 
Baltimore” (RKO), $10,000. 

| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘El 
Paso” (Par). Neat $20,000 and un- 
usually strong for straight films. 
Last week, C-Man” (FC) with 
Lionel Hampton orch onstage, sock 


$38,000. 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 
' pens Every Spring” (20th). Not so 
big $20,000. Last week, “Blonde 
Bashful Bend” (20th), $17,000. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—‘‘Barkleys of Broadway” (M- 
G) (4th wk). Strong $13,000. Last 


week, $17,000. 


wk). Hefty $12,090 after wham) 
$19,000 opener. Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) | 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—|—‘City Across River” (U) (2d wk). 
“Big Jack” (M-G). 
Last week, “Younger Brothers” | stanza. 
(WB), okay $8,000. Mastbaum (WB) (4.360: 50-99)— 
Guild (Indie) (278; '75-$1.25)—)|‘“We Were Strangers” (Col) (2d! 
“Quartet” (4th wk). Holding to all! wk). Fair $14,500. Last week, | 
right $2,000, same as third. | $19,000. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 5f- 15) | Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99)— 
—"City Across River” (U). Great) «ctratton Storv’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
notices boosting to nifty $10,500. | kased off to good $20,000. Last 
Last week, ‘Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) (2d! week, socko $28,500 ; 
'wk), solid $7,500. : ‘ar ‘ 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)—| ,, Stanton - (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— | 
'“Lust for Gold” (Col). Par $11,000, | “Younger Bros.”| (WB) ‘2d wk). 





| 


Modest | 


Last week, 
—s $13,000. 


‘WINDOW’ SHINES IN 
SEATTLE WITH $9,000 


Seattle, June 7. 
Not much exciting here this week 
with too many holdovers and new 
pix not faring well. Top newcomer 


“Champion” (UA), 





looks to be “The Window,” which 


(Par), | 


shapes good at Coliseum. ‘‘Ma and 
Pa Kettle” is doing okay on second 
week at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Beivedere To College” (20th) and 
“Cheated Law” (20th) (7th wk). Oke 
$3,500 after $4,200 last week. 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Window” (RKO) and ‘“Woman’s 





Secret” (RKO). Good $9.000. Last | 
week, “Big Jack” (M-G) and 
“Omoo” (SG), $8,500. 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) | 


—‘‘Borbidden Street” (20th) 
“Main Street Kid” (Rep). 
000. Last week, 
Bend” (20th) 
(SG), $6,100. 
Liberty (Theatre Inc.) (1,650: 50- 
84)—"Barkleys of Broadway” 
G) and “Mutineers” (Col) (3d wk). 


and 
Dim $6,- 
“Blonde Bashful 
and “Arson, Inc.” 


(M- | 


Nice $7,000 after big $12,500 last | 


stanza. 
Music Box 
“Flamingo” (WB) and “Bad Men 
Tombstone” (Mono) (4th wk). Oke 
$3,000 after $4,300 last week. 
Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 50-84)— 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col) (2d 


(H-E) (850: 50-84)—_ 


Allen (Warners) (3,000; $5-70)—| 
“Homicide” (WB) and “Jungle 
Jim” (‘Col). Oke $8.000. 4as 
week, “Casablanca” (WB) and “G- 
Men” (WB) (reissues), big $12,000. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 55-70)— 
“Tulsa” (EL). Dim $13,000. Last | 
week, “Younger Bros.” (WB), 
$15,000. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200: 52-70)— 
“Adventure’s End” (Indie) and 


Down to small $8,500, after fine 
$15,000 initial week. 


Studio (Goldberg) (490; 50-99)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (5th wk). Still prof- | 
itable at $6,000. Last week, $6,500. 

Trans-L (T-L) (500; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (24th. 
wk). Held up with announcement 
of final weeks, $6,500. Last week, 
about same. 


‘SPRING’ NO HELP IN 
CLEVE., DRAB $14,00 


Cleveland, June 7. 
All key houses are alarmed over 
unprecedented early-June drop in 
attendances, mainly attributable 
to tar-melting temperatures, lure 
of outdoor and uneasy economic 
conditions here. “It Happens 
Every Spring” looms dull at Pal- 
ace. One week vaude flyer won't | 
make much money for State, since 
Sammy Kaye orch and Constance | 
Moore on stage aren't drawing | 

enough to help “Caught” much. 


Estimates for This Week 





“Conflict” (Indie) (reissues). 
able $5,000. Last week, 
(Par), $5,500. 


Pass- 
“El Paso” 





El Paso $20,000 


50-99)—“‘Hap- 


Esquire (ATC) (1,000: 40-85) 


“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). Down 
to $3,000 after fair $4,000 for 
second. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 40-85) — 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) and “C- 
Man” (FC) (2d wk). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, $8,000. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700: 40-85) — 
“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). About 


$3,500 after good $5,000 for second. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-85)— 
Lady Gambles” (U) and “Brothers 
in Saddle” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair 


$15,000. 
$21,000. 

Metropolitan 
85)—“The Fan” 
able Cheat” (FC). 
view. Last week, Blonde Bashful 
Bend” (20th) and “Arson. Inc.” 
(SG), yanked after disappointing 
$20.000. 


Last week satisfactory 
(NET) (4.367: 40- 
(20th) and “Lov- 

Mild $18.000 in 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-85)~ 
“Barkleys of Broadway” ‘(M-G), 
Solid $21,000 for second round. 


Last week, torrid $34,000 





Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 
‘ ->ts of Laredo” ‘Par) and 
“C-Man” (FC) (2d wk). Nice $10.- 


500. First week was tasty $15,400, 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 40-85) — 
“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). Fair 
$6,500 after okay $9,000 for second. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Barkleys of Broadway” ‘(M-G) 
(2d wk). Neat $15,000. Last week, 
stout $22,000. 





‘Undercover’ Paces New 


r after itial | . 
Average $7,000. | Bright $10,000 after $17,000 in “a Pitt Pix, Fancy $13,500: 


‘Stratton’ Nice 146, 2d 


Pittsburgh, June 7. 

Penn and Harris running neck 
|and neck this week, former with 
holdover of “Stratton Story” and 
latter with “Undercover Man.” No 
|complaints in either case. Else- 
where the boxoffice story is very 
|dull. Ritz is getting nothing out of 
“Big Jack.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Undercover Man” (Col). Off to 

gocd start and looks fancy $13,500. 


Last week, “It Happens Every 
| Spring” (20th), same. 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 45-80) 


—‘‘Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Holding up very well at $14,000 or 
/over. Last week, terrific $26,500, 
| best here in long time. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 35-80)—"Big 
Jack” (M-G) and “Homicide for 

Three” (Rep). Drab $2,500. Last 
week, “Red Shoes” (EL) (3d _ wk), 
roadshow date tapered down to $6,- 


500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
,“Casablanca” (WB) and “G-Men” 
(WB) (reissues). Slight $9,000 looks 
‘all. Last week, “Younger Bros.” 
| (WB), oke $15,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) (m.o.). Obvi- 
ously ran out its string at Stanley; 
| very little left at $4,500. rather 
dreary. Last week, “Bad Boy” 
(Mono) over original estimate at 
500. 


‘Blonde’ $15,000, Prov.; 
‘Outpost’ Okay $12,500 


Providence, June 7. 

Hot weather hit with a ven- 
geance last Sunday, keeping most 
patrons on the beaches and at re 
sorts. Majestic is getting the big- 
gest play with “Beautiful Blonde 
from Bashful Bend,” but it’s not 
big. Next in line is State's hold- 
over of “Barkleys of Broadway. 





wk). Very dull $3,500. Last week, Palace (RKO) (3.300: 55-70)— Estimates for This Week 
$6.900. ; |“Happens Every Spring” (20th). Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
_ Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 50-84)— | Slow $14.000 and no ho. Last “Outpost in Morocco” ‘UA) and 
‘Ma, Pa Kettle’ (U) and “Homi-| week, “Woman's Secret” (RKO) “Sky Dragon” (Mono). Okas $12. 
cide” (WB) (2d wk). Good $7,500' plus Frankie Carle orch. Mills 500. Last week, “Gunga Din” 
after nice $10,200 last stanza. Bros. onstage, pleasing $28,500. (RKO) and “Lost Patrol” (RKO) 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65)| State (Loew’s) (3,450: 60-90)—_ (reissues), good $12,000 - 
- Force of Evil’ (M-G) and “Boy | “Caught” (M-G) plus Sammy Kaye Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)- —— 
Green Hair” (RKO) (2d runs) plus orch and Constance Moore onstage. Clouds Roll By” (M-G) and ‘“Tar- 
vaude. Slow $4,000. Last week, | Dull $16,000. Last week, “Bark- zan’s N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) ‘re 
Set-Up (RKO) and “Song of In-| ley’s of Broadway” (M-G), excel- issues). Fair $6, 500. Last week, 
dia” (Col) (2d runs) plus vaude, $4,- | lent $21,000. “Canadian Pacific” (20th) and 
900. | Stillman (Loew's) ‘2.700; 55-70) “Palooka Winner” (Mono), nice $8, 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— —“Barkley’s of Bro: tway” (M-G) 000. 
“Laredo” (Par) and “Law Barbary (m.o.). Sugary $9, 000, and stay- | Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
Coast” (Col) (2d wk). Mild $6,000 | ing. week, “Nick Beal” | “Blonde Bashful Bend” (20ih) #8 
patter okay $9,900 last week. \\Par), $6.00, | (Continued on page 24) 
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Chi Biz Brutal; ‘Massacre’-Vaude 
Light $30,000, ‘Younger’ Minor 116, 
Bride’ 126, ‘Brave’ Boffo 366, 2d 


+- 


Chicago, June 7. 
With the exception of ‘Home of | 
Brive” at Woods, other Chicago | 
film grosses shape brutal. Second | 
stint of “Brave’’ appears equally | 
smash at $36,000. Best of newcom- | 
ers is reissue combo of “Pride of 
Yankees” and “Tall in Saddle” at | 
Palace but looks only $13,000. ° | 
Straight vaudeville and “Mass-| 
acre River” at Oriental shapes | 
light $30,000. “Younger Bros.” at 
Roosevelt is minor $11,000. “Bride 
of Vengeance” at United Artists 
also is slim at $12,000. 
“Connecticut Yankee’”’ at Chicago 
aided by Harmonicats onstage is 
okay $40,000. “Stratton Story” at 
Grand in third week still is okay 
at $10,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— | 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) with! 
Harmonicats onstage (2d wk). 
Moderate $40,000. Last week, fine 
$55,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (2d wk). | 
Off to mild $9,000. Last week, okay 
$13,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Down to $10,600. Last week, nice 
$13,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘‘Massacre River’ (Mono) with 
eight acts of vaude headed by Gus 
Van. Light $30,000. Last week, 
“Africa Screams” (UA) with Three 
Stooges and Mischa Auer topping 
stageshow (2d wk), oke $29,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— | 
“Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) and 
“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) (reissues). 
Fairish $14,000. Last week, ‘‘Out- 
post in Morocco” (UA) and 
“Blondie’s Big*Deal” {Col), $10,- 


000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 
“Casablanca” (WB) and 
(WB) (reissues) (2d wk). 
500. Last week, $13,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Younger Bros.” (WB). Minor $11,- 
000. Last week, “El Paso” (Par) (2d 
wk), good $10,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- ' 
$2.40) — ‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (24th 
wk). Perked up to $7,000. Last 
week, good $6,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘‘Lust For Gold” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Off to $11,000. Last week, neat | 
$16,000. | 

| 





50-98)— 
“G-Men” | 
Fine $8,- 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—“Bride of Vengeance” (Par). 
Modest $12,000. Last week, ‘“‘Quar- 
tet” (EL) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—_ 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (2d wk). | 
Only sock gross in city, $36,000. | 
Last week, record $46,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Mons. | 
Vincent” (Indie) (2d wk). Trim $3,- 
500. Last week, $4,000. 


Mpls. B.0. Hits Skids; 
‘Mother’ Tired $12,000, 
‘Bride’ 9G, ‘French’ 7G 


- Minneapolis, June 7. 

Except for “Mother Is Fresh- 
man,” current layout holds little | 
in the way of important new fare | 
and provides slim sustenance for | 
Sagging grosses. Even ‘Mother’ 
looms light. “Green Promise” 
shapes moderate. 


Estimates for This Week 








Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— | 
“Belvedere To College” (20th). 
(4th wk). Winding up highly suc- | 


cessful run at good $5,000. Last | 
week, $6,500. 

Pix (Corwin) (350; 50-70) —)} 
“Furia” (Indie). Good $2,500. 
Last week, “Pa, Ma Kettle” (U) 
(4th wk), okay $1,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th). Thin 


$12,000. Last week, “Barkleys of 
Broadway” (M-G), disappointing 
$15,500. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- | 
70)\—“Green Promise” (RKO). Mod- 
erate $10,000. Last week, “We. 
Were Strangers” (Col), $9,000. 

X. RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 

Slightly French” (Col) and “Song 
of India” (Col). Light at $7,000. 
Last week, “Pride of Yankees” 
(RKO) and “Tall in Saddle” (RKO) 
(reissues), okay $6,800. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Bride 
of Vengeance” (Par). Mild $9,000. | 
Last week, “Canadian Pacific” | 
(20th), $11,000. e ‘ 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70)—“We 
Were Strangers” (Col) (m.o.). Here 
after slow going at Orpheum and 
“Eall Cone Ate Last week, 

3a ame” -G) (5th wk), V 
$2,400, iis 


») bihae 


| “Stratton 


Be 


| (2d wk). 


| (20th) 
$1,500. 


‘Door’ Strong $15,000 
Toronto, June 7. 
With heat wave and dearth of 


here. “Knock on Any Door” 








Estimates Are Net 

Bilm gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when | 
playing percentage, hence the | 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission | 
prices, however, as indicated, | 
— the U. S. amusement | 
ax. 


Tulsa’ Okay 146 
In Slow St. Loo 


St. Louis, June 7. | 
Drive-ins are cutting into trade 
at many firstruns here this session, 





| 








with yen to get out in country 
| pronounced. “Tulsa” the only 
new film is doing only okay at 
the Missouri. “Stratton Story” 


still is sturdy in second week at 
Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—‘Flamingo Road” (WB) and 
“The Window” (RKO) (m.o.). Thin 
$9,000. Last week, “Casablanca” | 
(WB) and ‘‘G-Men” (WB) (reissues), | 


| $9,500. . 


(Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
Story” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
Still strong at $14,000 after initial | 
stanza at smash $23,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75'— 
(EL) and “Last Bandit” | 
(Rep). Okay $14,000. Last week, | 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “Make | 
Believe Ballroom” (Col) (2d wk), 
$10,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
and “Red Stallion Rockies” (EL) 
Down to $12,000 after 
fancy $17,000 opener. 


Loew’s 





‘Colorado’ Sock $23,000 


Theatre-Drivein Preem, | 


Denver; ‘Pony’ Big 1956 


Denver, June 7. 


the Broadway and West drive-in | 
here this week, doing world preem | 
day-date at both spots. First time a | 
regulation theatre has opened in| 
this way with an ozoner. Pic stays | 
at Broadway and next week also 
opens at East drive-in. ‘““Red Pony” | 
looms big at Denver. Heavy rains | 
kept folks in town and upped thea- 
tre biz. 


Personals by Virginia Mayo, | 
Michael O’Shea and Tommy Bart- 


66) — “Quartet” 


;}at combo Hippodrome. 


leading the newcomers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | 
State (20th Cent.) (1,059, 955, 698, 
694; 35-60) — “Shockproof”’ (Col) 
and “Streets San Francisco” (Rep). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, “Last 
Bandit” (Rep) and “Fighting Fools”’ 
(Mono), ditto. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 
“Knock on Door” (Col). Nice $15,- 
000. Last week, “Flamingo Road” 
(WB) (2d wk), oke $10,000. 

International (Taylor) (605; 48- 
(EL) (10th wk). 
Still steady $3,500 after $3,600 last 
week. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
“Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). Big 


| $12,000 after last week’s lusty $15,- | 
|few spots on the Street doing real 


500. 

Odeen (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Since You Went Away” (SRO) 
(reissue). Strong $11,000. Last 
week, “Blue Lagoon” (EL) (3d wk), 


okay $9,000. 

Shea's (FP) (2,386; 40-70)—“Hap- 
pens Every Spring” (20th) Light 
$7,000. Last week, “Woman’s 
Secret” (RKO), same. 

Towne (Taylor) (690; 40-70)— | 


“Paisan” (Indie) (2d wk). 
up well at near-capacity 
after $3,700 opener. 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-70)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) (4th | 
wk). Sturdy $7,000 after last week’s 
$7,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“City Across River” (U). Okay $8.,- 
000. Last week, “Caught’’ (M-G), 
$7,000. 


‘Window’ Shines — 


In Balto, $9,000 


Baltimore, June 7. | 
Holdovers of last week’s holiday | 
lineup in most downtown houses 
here are holding overall total 
down this week. Lone newcomer, 
“16 Fathoms Deep,” leaning heav- 
ily on stagebill headed by Dick 
Haymes is drawing mild response 
“The Win- 
dow” looks nice at the Town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- | 
60)—“Barkleys Broadway” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Holding well at $12,000 
after fine $16,600 opener. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70) —16 Fathoms Deep” (Col) | 


Holding 
$3,500 





only $14,000 looms. Last week, | 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
vaude, $15,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | 
60)—“Streets of Laredo” (Par) (2d. 


wk). Nice $6,000 after $8,600. 
opener. 

Little (Rappaport) (297; $1-) 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (5th wk). | 


Holding at $5,000 after $5,500 last | 
(980; 20-65)— | 
(UA) (2d wk). 


week. 
Mayfair (Hicks) 
“Africa Screams” 


new, big product, biz still is spotty | 
is | 
“Happens 


Every Spring” shapes light. 


| Paramount 


| the 


| 


or, Strong $1500. -; Heat Wilts B'way But Hope-Prima Hep 
$85,000; Edward’ 127, ‘Judge’-Vaude 


Great 24G; Most H.0.'s Down Sharply 


Ideal outdoor weather over the 
past weekend is cutting deeply into 
Broadway firstrun’ business this 
session. Exodus of people to the 
beaches, parks and ball games Sat- 
urday-Sunday hurt trade at all the- 
atres despite the launching of four 
new bills. 

Bob Hope’s “Sorroful Jones,” 
paired with Louis Prima band top- 
ping stageshow, started out 
strongly and likely will give the 
a very good $85,000, 
best the house has had in weeks 
Palace, with “Judge Steps Out” 
and its vaudeville, is sone of the 


trade; looks to reach socko $24,000. 

“Edward, My Son, with stage- 
show is shaping to hit just good 
$127,000 at Musie Hall, consider- 
ably below usual opening week 
figure. “Johnny Allegro,’ which 
finished its first week last Sunday 


| (5) at Rivoli, landed only mild $14,- 
|000. Rialto reissue bill also is slow. 


Strand, Capitol, Roxy, State and 
the Globe all are down sharply 
from previous week even though 
first three are only in their 
second weeks with current bills. 

Cap brings in “Neptune’s Daugh- 
ter” with Alvino Rey band, Jerry 
Lester, and the Vagabonds topping 
stage bill tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Strand opens “Night Unto Night”’ 
with the Phil Spitalny all-girl orch 
Friday (10) after two especially 
disappointing weeks with “Younger 
Bros.” and Bobby Byrne band. 

Roxy launches “Happens Every 


Spring” with Andrews _ Sisters 
heading stageshow also Friday. 
Second week of “Blonde From 
Bashful Bend” with Al Bernie, 


Berry Bros., et“al., is slipping to 
drab $40,000 there. “Illegal Entry” 
opens same day at Criterion. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘We Were Strangers” (Col) (7th 
wk). Sixth session ended last night 
(Tues.) down to $8,500, fifth frame 
Okay $13,000. 
Bijou (City Inv.) 
$2.40)\—‘“‘Red Shoes”’ 


(589; $1.20- 
(EL) (33d wk). 


one extra matinee. Stays indef. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Tulsa” (EL) with Marilyn Max- 
well, Eddy Howard orch topping 
stageshow (2d-final wk). Not do- 


ing much on second round at $45,- | 


| Slipping off a bit to $9,500 after) 
| nice $12,000 last week, helped by | 
| after 


vaude, smash $29,500, virtually ca- 
pacity at current scale. “Song of 
India” (Col) with new vaude bill 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
— ‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) with 
Louis Prima orch, others, onstage. 
First week ending next Saturday 
11) climbing to very good $85,000 


or near. Holds, natch! In ahead, 
“Manhandled” (Par) with Janet 
Blair, Jan Murray, Bobby Sher- 


wood orch, mild $68,000 in 11 days, 
and out. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“Hamlet” (U) (37th wk). 
Thirty-sixth week, ended Tuesday 
(7) night, was back to recent pace 
at $10,000 or lower. Last week, 
with help of holiday and extra mat- 
inee, solid $10,700. Continues. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘Edward, 
My Son” (M-G) with stageshow. 


Shapes good $127,000 but not up 
to expectations. Holds a second. 
Last week, “Stratton Story” (M-G) 
and stageshow (3d wk), fancy $126,- 
500, best of run. “Look for Silver 
Lining” (WB) in next. 


Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99) — 
“California Straight Ahead" (FC) 
and “Idol of Millions” (FC) (reis- 


sues). Moderate $7,500 or lower. In 
ahead, ‘‘C-Man” (FC), $9,000. “Iron 
Crown” (Indie) opens Friday (10). 

Rivoli (UAT -Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—‘Johnny Allegro” (Col) (2d 
wk). First week ended last Sunday 
(5) ntght was drab $10,000. In 
ahead, “One Woman's Story” (U) 
(2d wk-5 days), very dim $9,500. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
“Blonde From’ Bashful Bend” 
(20th) with Berry Bros., G. Palmer, 

iola Layne, iceshow, onstage (2d- 
final wk). Down to very slow $40,- 
000 after mild $74,000, below hopes, 
opening week. First session was 
especially disappointing in view of 
being holiday week. “Happens 
Every Spring” (20th) with Andrews 
Sisters, Paul Remos and Toy Boys, 
iceshow, opens Friday (10). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Fifth session ended last night 
(Tues.) was off sharply to $22,000 
but fine in view of length of run 
rousing $30,000 for fourth 


| week. Stays on. 


000 after $58,000 opening week, | 


| plus vaude headed by Dick Haymes. | mild and below hopes. ‘“Neptune’s 
“Colorado Territory” is packing | Depending upon stage portion but | Daughter” (M-G) with Alvino Rey | 


orch, Vagabonds, Jerry Lester top- 
ping stage bill opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Lady Gambles” (U) (3d-final 
wk). Down to $14,000 or less after 
okay $19,000 second. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Champion” (UA) (9th wk). Still 
doing okay at $13,000 after good 
$17,000 last frame. Holds on. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 
“Hellfire” (Rep) (2d wk). Down to 





Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Younger Bros.’ (WB) plus Bobby 
Byrne orch, Alan Dale, Lenny 
Bruce, Eugenie Baird onstage (2d- 
final wk). Down to very dim $19,- 
000 after slight $30,000 opener, be- 
low expectancy particularly for 
holiday week. ‘Night Unto Night” 
(WB) with Phil Spitalny All-Girl 
orch opens Friday (10). 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (11th wk). In 10th. 
week ended last Monday (6) night 
slipped to $10,300 after great $12,- 
800 for night round. Continues. 

Victoria (City Inv. (1,060; 95- 
$1.80\—“Home of Brave’ (UA) 
(4th wk). Down to $18,000 but still 
okay after nice $22,000 for third 
session. Continues, with “The Win- 


lett opening night of “Territory” Down to $5,000 after fine $8,200 $8,500 after fair $13,500 opener,! dow” (RKO) set to follow. 


helped trade despite heavy rain. | 
About 7,000 attended each show | 


Denver’s firstrun houses. 
Estimates for This Week | 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35-. 
74)—“Colorado Territory” (WB), 
world preem, day-date with West) 
drive-in. Sock $12,000. Last week, | 
“Criss Cross” (U) and End of | 
River” (U) (2d wk), $3,500. | 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Streets of Laredo’ (Par) (3d 
wk), and ‘Rusty Leads Way” (Col). 


opener. 


New (Mechanic )(1,800; 20-60)— | 


| preem night at the drive-in, more | “Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) (2d —‘“Jigsaw” 
|than total capacity of three of | wk). 


Off to $8,000 after nice $12,- | 
700 opener. | 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—_ 
“Princess O'Rourke” (WB) (re- 
issue). Sad $7,000. Last week, | 
“Younger Bros.”’ (Par), $9,600. | 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—“The Window” (RKO). 
ceived by crix and looks nice $9,- 
000. Last week, “Lust for Gold”. 
(RKO), $10,200. 


over hopes. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
(UA) (2d-final wk). 
Slipping down to $11,000 this ses- 
sion. First was dull $15,000. “Trail 
of Lonesome Pine” (Par) (reissue), 
opens Saturday (11). 

Palace (RKO).(1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO) with 
vaude. Still a standout on Broad- 


week of combo policy here. é 
week, “Slightly French” (Col) with 








EE ven ats, neve Mild Weather Bops Det.; ‘Champion’ 


“Red Pony” (Rep) ‘Last Bandit” | 


| (Rep), day-date with Webber. Big | 
| $17,000. Last week, “Blonde Bash- | 


ful Bend” (20th) and “Angel 


in | 
exile’ (Rep), $11,000. 


\. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— | 


“Big Jack’ (M-G) and “Caught” 
(M-G). Light $11,000. Last week, 
“Window” (RKO) and ‘“Woman’s 
Secret” (RKO), $10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Girl from Manhattan” (UA) and 
“Last Wild Horses” (SG). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Red Stallion in , 
Rockies” (EL) and “Old-Fashioned | 


~Girl” (EL), $6,500. 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Red 
Pony” (Rep)( and “Last Bandit” 
(Rep), also Denver. Okay $2,500. 
Last week, “Blonde Bashful Bend” 
and “Angel Exile’ (Rep), 


West Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1,000 
ears; 35-74)—“Colorado Territory” 
(WB), world preem, day-date with 
Broadway. Big $11,000. Last week, 
not open. 


| 





Well re- | way with big $24,000 this week or) 
less than $6,000 below opening weekend biz, 


| 
| 


Solid $21,000; ‘Spring’ NSH $23,000 


Detroit, June 7. 

Slow response to theatre cooling 
systems as thousands flock outdoors 
is hurting biz this week. ‘“Cham- 
pion” is setting the pace with a 
solid $21,000 at the Palms. ‘“Hap- 
pens Every Spring,” at the Fox, is 
getting a chunk of coin but rated 
mild for such a big house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th). 
Mild $23.000. Last week, “Blonde 
Bashful Bend” (20th) and “Amazon 
Quest” (Indie), oke $28,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—“‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) 
and “Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col) (2d 
wk). Down to $15,000. Last week, 
nice $20,000. 


Palms (UD) (2,900: 70-95)— 
“Champion” (UA) and “Jigsaw” . 
‘ >% )) ’ " 4 


| ‘Alaska 


(UA). Solid $21,000. Last week, 
*“Woman’s Secret” (RKO) and “Tar- 
zan’s Fountain” (RKO), slim $11,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70-95) 
—‘Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and 
Patrol” (Par). Modest 
$14,000. Last week, “Lust for 
Gold” (Col) and ‘Manhattan Angel” 
(Col), $16,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Casablanca” (WB) and “G-Men” 
(WB) (reissues). Oke $11,000. Last 
week, “Impact” (UA) and “Old- 
Fashioned Girl” (UA), $7,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (3d wk). Fine 
$14,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—‘‘Red Canyon” (U) and ‘‘Trou- 
ble Makers” (Mono). Slow $9,000. 
Last week, “Big Jack” (M-G) and 
“Susanna Pass” (Rep), $7,000. 


> ee a1? 





Heat Wave Cuts Into 
‘Frisco Biz; ‘Kettle’ Hot 
$14,000, ‘Cat’ Small 126 


San Francisco, June 7. 
Record heat wave here socked 
making the whole 


Last week very spotty. Most holdovers 


are not doing so well. Only new 
entry to do okay is “Ma and Pa 
Kettle” at Orpheum, and it is not 
big. Other newcomers shape fair 
to dim. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-85) 
—‘“Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) and 
“The Avenger” (EL) (2d wk). Thin 
$11,000. Last week, strong $19,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and “Streets 
San Francisco” (Rep). Light $15,- 
000. Last week, “Flamingo Road” 
(WB) and ‘‘Miranda” (EL) (2d wk), 
nice $14,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Big Cat” (EL) and “Broken Jour- 
ney” (EL). Mild $12,000 or near. 
Last week, “Blonde Bashful Bend” 
(20th) and “Man About House” 
(20th), $17,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Okay $12,000. Last week, 
strong $18,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.490; 60-85)— 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) (2d wk). 
Nice $14,000. Last week, hefty 
$20,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 
85'\—"‘Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Se- 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Top Legiters Wiped 


Council in Anti-Leftist Cleanout 


Of Brit. Equity 








London, May 31. + 
Friction over the Communist is- 


sue. which has been building up 
during the past few months in 
British Actors Equity Assn., was 
climaxed at the annual meeting 
Sunday (29) with the complete 


‘rout of the “Red” element from the 


council 

Anti-Red campaign, which cul- 
minated with a “White” list of can- 
didates. to support, met with sub- 
stantial response, 35 of the 40 sug- 
gested being returned to office and 
many oldtimers on the Equity 
council suffering severe defeat. 

Among those axed was former 
Equity president Beatrix Lehmann, 
known leftist of many years stand- 
ing and a member of the editoria! 
advisory board of the Communist 
Daily Worker. Herbert Marshall 
and Ivor Ingham, both of whom 
are known for their left views, 
were also wiped off the council. 

Biggest surprise was the defeat 
of Sir Lewis Casson, who, although 
admitting Socialist views, was in 
recent years knighted for his serv- 
ices to the theatre, and has been 
associated with Equity from its be- 
ginning. His wife, Sybil Thorndike, 
scraped by with a narrow majority. 

Edith Evans, who was excluded 
from the “White” list apparently 
because she had once visited Soviet 
Russia under the auspices of the 
Society for Cultural Relations, kept 
her seat by a single vote. On the 
other hand, Clifford Mollison, one 
of the prime movers on the right, 
who was asked to resign from the 
council a few months ago, was re- 
turned with a comfortable ma- 
jority. 

Dissident Reds who have been 
knocked out are now suggesting 
that their defeat marks the end of 
Equity as an active trade union 
and claim that many of the leaders 


are not only anti-Communist and 
anti-Sociatist, but also anti-trade 
union, 


Big question mark is the future 
of general secretary Gordon Sandi- 
son, who is known to have left 
sympathies and was at one time a 
Labor Parliamentary candidate. 
At the Equity meeting he voiced 
concern at the split in the organi- 
gation, and claimed that, as a re- 
sult, Equity had lost a number of 
prominent members. He also 
blamed the political aspect as be- 
ing responsible for the substantial 
drop in revenue and for the seri- 
ous situation in which the organi- 
zation now found itself. 

Solitary political resolution at 
the Equity meeting, which sought 
to ban all political discusison and 
action, with expulsion or suspen- 


sion as the penalty for offenders, | 


was washed out after prexy Leslie 
Banks had declared “the ladies and 


gentlemen of Equity are not for | 


burning.” 


LISSIM TO REPRESENT 
KORDA ON CONTINENT 


Paris, June 7. 

Wladimir Lissim, former RKO 
Continental manager. will become 
European rep for Sir Alexander 
Korda. Announcement is ex- 
pected to be made in a few days. 

Post is a new one and entails 
supervision of sales by distributors 
with whom Korda’s British Lion 
has deals in various countries. 
That includes George Lourau in 
France, Belgium and some other 
territories, and Minerva Films in 
Italy. Peter Moore continues as 
Korda’s rep in Rome. 

Lissim resigned from the RKO 
post about two months ago follow- 
ing a disagreement with Phil Reis- 
man, company’s v.p. in charge of 
foreign. He set his deal with 
Korda while in the U. S. and closed 
it in London last week. 








Wrong Tuna 
Rome, May 31. 

Unit shooting documentary titled 
“Tuna Fishing in Sicily.” for 
Robert Goelet, Jr., came back this 
week to Rome labs with plenty 
footage. Rushes were shown to 
Jerry Cappi, Hollywood film cutter 
no'v in Rome. 

Cappy broke the news to the 
documentary makers that the shots 
were good but the fish were 
“wrong for the part.” The “tuna” 
in film are Mediterranean bonita. 
Qrnestiorn th Cernt, 


Sete. P37 ie 


Pay Variance Nixes Mex 
Opera Gonzales Deal 


Mexico City, June 7. 
Irma Gonzales, top Mexican 
soprano, nixed performing for the 
National Opera Co. because it of- 
fers her only $600 (U.S.) per show, 


she paying her own expénses, 
while it allegedly pays foreign 
warblers $2,500 (U.S.) each, plus 


expenses. 


Trade is wondering how long the 


opera can keep going, paying those 
wages with the peso weaker and 
weaker, and no chance in sight for 
hiking its tariffs for customers 


Jury Still Out | 


ummm Continued from page 5 
last year for a second set of dis- 
cussions with the Labor govern- 
ment, they recall, SIMPP refused 
to authorize James A. Mulvey to 
accompany him. Mulvey, president 
of Samuel Goldwyn Productions, 
was with Johnston when the orig- 
inal Anglo-U. S. agreement of 
March, 1948, was reached. 

Action of SIMPP members in re- 
fusing to send a delegate with 
Johnston at that time, it was said, 
indicated the Society had no de- 
sire for representation and thus 
has no room for squawks now about 
pacts made without its approval. 

It is believed in some high exec 


























quarters, however, that the John- 
ston invitation to Arnall resulted 
from advice of legal counsel. 


SIMPP has filed a complaint with 
the Dept. of Justice charging that 
the Anglo-American proposals 
made in Washington in April were 
a violation of the anti-trust laws. 
SIMPP’s attack is based on a 
charge that the MPEA exceeded 
Sherman act immunities granted 
by the Webb-Pomerene act, under 
which the Association operates. 
Rather than chance upset of the 
whole apple cart, it is said, the ma- 
jors chose to appease the indies. 


Homecoming 
Glasgow, May 31. 

In the Philadelphia orchestra 
playing here last week were 
John and Alexander Gray, 56- 
year-old twins, who were born 
in Hawick, Scotland, and spent 
their boyhood in Glasgow. They 
left Scotland 39 years ago. | 
They were met at the Glas- | 
gow station by James Paton, of 
cousin 
} 

| 





Scotstoun, Glasgow, ‘a 
whom they'd never seen be- 


fore. 





In any case, the sudden call to | 


Arnall by Johnston last week came 


as quite a surprise. First point es- | 


tablished at the session was the 
recognition of SIMPP as an inte- 
gral part of the industry without 
the consent of which no overall 
deal can be made. Secondly, the 


statement issued following the hud- | 
'dle disclosed that the MPAA ac- | 


‘cepted completely the stand that 
SIMPP has long fought for—that 


Biz Is Good 


Johannesburg, May 31. 
There is still no definite infor- 
mation here regarding the start of 


the South African Broadcasting 
Corp.’s commercial or “C’” Pro- 
gram, and although one _ station 


might get going early in the new 
vear, it seems most probable that 
the start of the “C”’ service is still 
a long way off. 

Although there has been a 
severe cut in dollar imports, which 
will be followed at the end of June 
by a similar cut in imports from 
sterling countries, radio business 
is good. The last two or three 
months have been record ones for 
new bookings and renewals on 
Lourenco Marques, the Portuguese 


East Africa commercial station, 
and in the sale of transcriptions. 
Loureneo has signed two new 


U. S. transcriptions, ‘“Hoilywood 


Theatre of Stars,’ which Vaseline 
sponsors, and “Gloria Carroll En- 
tertains,” sponsored by  Drene. 


Chesebrough also renewed on 
“Reminiscin’ With Singin’ Sam.” 
Also new are Aussie programs: 


“Rendezvous with Leo White,” 
sponsored by Gibbs; “Four Stars 
and a Starlet,” backed by Pepso- 


” 


dent, and “Dramatic Interlude, 
with Lifebuoy sponsoring. Bristol- 
Myers is sponsor for a local pro- 
duction, “I Kiss Your’ Hand, 
Madame.” All business has been 
placed through Davenport & Meyer, 
Lourenco’s local reps. 








| Laughton, 


Brit. Bonifaces Mixed on Curfew Lift: 


$20,000,000 Seen from Tourists 


Mayflower, Quiet Since 
War, Resumes on Films 


London, May 31. 
Formed 13 years ago by Charles 
Eric Pommer and the 
late John Maxwell, the Mayflower 


| Picture Corp., which dropped pro- 


duction at outbreak of war, has 
now resumed its activities. It has 
started at Pinewood on “The Spi- 
der an& the Fly,” with Erie Port- 
man starring. 

Co-directors of the company are 
now Maxwell Setton and Aubrey 
Baring, the former having been le- 
gal adviser to Mayflower since 1937 
and joint managing director for 
the last 10 years. 

Mayflower made three pictures 
during the years of its active exist- 
ence, starting with “The Beach- 
comber,” followed by “Sidewalks 
of London” and “Jamaica Inn.” 
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company fully-operative under his 
plans. 

Semenenko has been attempting 
for some weeks now to get outside 
venture capita! interested in con- 
tributing to the production fund. 
He has been contacting Walter E. 
Heller & Co., of Chicago, and other 


such financing outfits He has 
made some progress, but whether 
it is speedy enough and whether 


the total sum can be obtained is 
the question. 
Semenenko’s _ interest results 
from the fact that the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, of which 
he is v.p., controls loans which it 
and three other banks have made 
to EL and its parent, Pathe Indus- 
tries, totalling about $10,500.000. 


He is hopeful that Small can put 


the company on a_ permanently 
;sound basis and has sold Young 


Jap Radios Hit All-Time 
Peak; 42% of Nip Homes 
Now Equipped With Sets 


Tokyo, May 31. 
The number of radio receivers in 
Japan has reached an all-time peak | 
of 7,592.625, according to a recent | 
survey by the Broadcasting Corp. | 
of Japan, the nation’s monopolistic | 


' semi-private network. BCJ is sup- 


the State Dept., rather than the in- | 


dustry itself, should fight Holly- 
| wood’s battles abroad. 


‘Will Work Closely Together’ 

Washington, June 7. 
In their joint statement, Arnall 
and Johnston declared: “Our two 
organizations will work closely to- 
gether in all areas and in all situa- 
‘tions where American motion pic- 
tures are treated unfairly or dis- 
criminated against by foreign gov- 


ported by the collection of listener | 
fees from all registered radio own- 


| ers. 


'a wartime high of 7,473,638 in 1944 
| but declined to about 5,000,000 at 


'spread bomb destruction. 


,ernments. We feel it is the respon- | 


sibility of the State Department to 
intercede in all cases where foreign 
governments impose unjust quotas, 
restrictions and other burdens on 
our trade and commerce. 


“The British government's rejec- | 


tion of the State Department's re- 
cent oral protest on the quota is 
completely unacceptable. It cannot 
be supported by the facts. 
“Because the quota is so clearly 
unreasonable and excessive and 
runs directly counter to the spirit 


and purposes of trade agreements | 


between Britain and the United 
States, we feel that the State De- 
partment should immediately and 
vigorously take up the matter 


again with the British Govern- 
ment to relieve this intolerable 
condition. 


“The British quota is a matter 
that far transcends the interests 
alone of the American national 
policy of fostering and promoting 
freer and expanding ipternational 
trade, and should be of serious 
concern to our government.” 

With Arnall was SIMPP general 
counsel Robert J. Rubin. Johnston 
was flanked by Joyce O'Hara, his 
executive assistant; John G. Me- 
Carthy, director of the interna- 
tional division; veepee Francis S. 
Harmon, Edward T. Cheyfitz, assist- 
ant to the president; general coun- 
sel Sidney Schreiber, 
Fred W. DuVall; Jack Bryson, leg- 
islative rep: and Kenneth Clark, 
head of the flackery roost. 


treasurer | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


The number of receivers reached | 


the end of the war because of wide- 
In 1948, 
BCJ reports, manufacturers turned | 
out 783,221 new receivers, although 
1,001,149 new sets were licensed, 
indicating that the production of 
spare parts was sufficient to enable 
many old receivers to be repaired. 

The network announced that as 
of March, 1949, approximately 42% 
of Japan’s 16,088,855 households 
were equipped with radio receiv- 
ers. 








Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, June 7. 
“Adv. Story,” James (12). 
“Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly (3). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (105). 
“Beau Stratagem,’ Phoenix (6), 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (111). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (8). 
“Belinda Fair,” Savoy (11). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (6). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (11). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (8). | 
“Foolish Gent'w'n,” Duch. (15). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (63). 
“Harvey,” Wales (23). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (19), 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (25). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (5). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (12). 
“Lilac Time,” Palace (7). 
“Man About Dog,” Princess (3). 
“My Mother Said,” Fortune (1). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (110). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (1). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (27). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (3). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (26). 
“Shooting Star,” Playhouse (6). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (113). 
“Turners’ Husb.,” St. Mart. (6). 
“Two Dozen Roses,” Lyric (2). 
“Worm's View,” Whitehall (111). 


|ing angeled. 


the idea of turning over a control- 


| ling stock interest or at least man- 
‘agement control to the indie pro- 


ducer. Small also has agreed to 
put up some coin. 
Some observers of the deal feel 


| that it is on too grandiose a basis, 
'which will likely make it impossi- 


ble to set up. They hold that if 
would be more realistic to arrange 
a $1,000,000 financing fund for a 
one-year period than the $7,500,000 | 
for two years. 

Under the $7,500,000 arrange- | 
ment, EL would provide’ both | 


/second money and end money and 


would be dependent for financing | 


on no outside source other than 
|a bank for first money, which | 
/could be arranged through | 


Semenenko. The $1,000,000 plan 
cou:d be made to work, it is said. 
by EL putting up only end money 


_and farming out the second money 


financing to a number of outfits 
which are willing to advance this 
coin for a piece of the picture be- 
Setup is much less 
profitable to the distrib, but it is 


Said that it might be the difter- 


ence between success and failure | 
in setting up the Small deal. | 

Question is whether Semenenko | 
can sell Small on accepting a lesser | 
amount than was originally agreed | 
on. Small admittedly has made 
his terms tough and is in a good 
bargaining position, since Semen- 
enko is apparently more anxious to. 
get him’ than he is to go into 
the deal. 





| production deals together. He is. 


/One important indie producer or | 








rim May Exit 


London, Mav 3}. 

Introduction of a new licensing 
bill, extending current midnight 
ey on dancing and drinking to 
2:30 a. m., has brought mixed re- 
action among nitery ops. The 
bonifaces fear that the passage of 
the measure will end their current- 
ly profitable postmidnight bottle- 
party trade on which they now hold 
a virtual monopoly, and will put 
them in direct competition for the 
late customers’ with 
major hotels. 

Warning signal has been seen 
by the fashionable Embassy Club 
which is withdrawing its $30.000 
floor show, the “Copa Revue,” and 
declares it will try again in Sep- 
tember with a more modest 
ret without big production 
bers. 

Extension of the midnight cur- 
few is regarded as a bid to put 
London's night life on a par with 
that of most Continental capitals. 
and thus attract more desperately 
needed tourist dollars from U, S. 
visitors. Bill, originally sponsored 
by the semi-official British Tourist 
and Holiday Board, has already 
passed the House of Commons. and 
is now up to the Upper House, 
Proponents, however, tear that un- 
less the measure is. introduced 
soon, benefits will not be evident 
during the coming season. 

Cate operators are waiting until 
it is known how trade will be af- 
fected before embarking on large- 
scale floorshows. General feeling 
is that, despite loss of bottle trade. 
new law will hypo the entertain- 
ment industry. 

Tourist trade experts estimate 
that at least 130,000 American 
visitors will hit London during the 
current year. Revenue from them 
is expected to reach $72,000,000, 
and total from all foreign visitors 
is expected to be $220,000,000. Es- 
timates figure on a record year, ex- 
ceeding even the 1937 record and 
last season, when the Olympic 
games were held in Britain. 

In their drive to attract dollars, 
the entertainment industry is 
boosting the number of major at- 
tractions to be staged in Britain, 
particularly during the summer 
season. Within the next few 
months such tourist lures as the 
Edinburgh Festival in September, 
Canterbury Music Festival end of 
June, Malvern Drama _ Festival 
during August and Three Choirs 
Festival in Hereford early Septem- 
ber, will bid for a big slice of tour- 
ist dollars. Another big June at- 
traction will be the British An- 
tique Dealers Fair with $16,000,000 
in exhibits. Wimbledon tennis, 
Ascot racing and other major 
sporting fixtures are figured as ad- 
ditional tourist magnets. 


London's 


Caba- 
nume- 











Ozoners Reverse 
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dogs, hamburgs, popcorn, etc., can 
and often does hit $600. Indicative 
of the fancy business being racked 
up by the outdoor spots, is a take 
of slightly less than $600 on & 
none-too-warmish Monday night 
on straight admissions. That points 
to a $4,500 gross for the week 
plus $2,250 at the concession stand. 

Often a concession’s gross |S 
stout enough to pay an operators 
film rentals as well as the weekly 
payroll. In the event he passes UP 
the responsibilities and additional 
tasks of running the refreshment 
division himself by leasing it to 4 
concessionaire, his net in most 


cases still averages 25 to 30°°. 


————w,. 
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will possibly result in his setting 
up in either New York or Holly- 
wood an outfit to put independent 


thinking of possibly tieing up with 


representing a number of them. 
His aim is not to produce himself, | 
but to take advantage of the knowl- | 
edge and experience he has gained 
in financing and package promo- | 
tion. 

That has been largely his job at 
Eagle Lion and the pictures made 
under his production stewardship 
have ,proved rather profitabf®, al- 
though other difficulties have in- | 
terfered with the overall fortunes 
of the company. This production 
success is one of the factors in- 


‘fluencing him to take a hand in it 


on his own, 


4% 








—— 


Bergman’s Post 


(5 —o—— 





Continued from pag 








solidate a numver of activities un- 
der one executive head.’ As a” 
assistant to Scully, it is also eX- 
pected Bergman will be in general 
charge of the company’s exhib re- 
lations department. ; 
Lipton arrived at the homeoffice 
Monday (6) from the Coast for ad- 
publicity huddles on upcoming 
product. While in N. Y., he wil 
also lay out a special campaign for 
“Sword in the Desert,” one of the 
company’s top films of the year. 
Ad-publicity setup is completed. 
meanwhile, by studio publicity 
chief Al Horwits, who took over 
for John Joseph when the latter 


‘recently switched over to Metro. 
i . . 
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MPEA Jap-Korea Bowout Seen Risky, 
With Locals, Foreign Distribs Aided 


Tokyo, May 31. 


Reports from New York that the | 


Motion Picture Export Assn. may 
discontinue shipping American 
films to Japan and Korea afte 
June 30 have shocked Nipponese 
theatrical circles. But most ob- 


servers here feel that anything as 
drastic as a complete stoppage is 
unlikely. American press. dis- 


patches. widely published in Japan, 

that MPEA will discon- 
exports to the two Far East- 
ern countries unless the frozen 
funds which have accrued to its 
credit since the end of the war are 
thawed, or until it is given per- 
mission to make “compensating 
deals” which would enable Holly- 
wood studios whose product is ex- 
hibited here to realize some dollar 
returns for their exports. 


report 
tinue 


Central Motion Picture’ Ex- 
change, MPEA outlet, has banked 
well over 1,000,000,000 yen in its 


blocked account since it resumed 
the distribution of American films 
here in March, 1946. Nobody 
knows for sure how much this 
represents in dollars, since the 
rate at which it will eventually be 
converted is unknown, but it 
should add up to several million. 
CMPE released only a few films 
its first postwar year, but brought 
in 60 features in 1947 and around 


80 in 1948, of which 73 were 
actually released. 

According to Charles Mayer, 
CMPE head, latter is receiving 
about 42° of the nation’s b.o. 
gross, compared to a 16% slice 


which American films garnered be- 
fore the war. Foreign competition 
from British, French, Russian and 
Italian nix is scanty and offers no 
serious threat to Hollywocod’s domi- 
nance in Nippon. 

There is no question that Japa- 
nese motion picture circles would 
welcome a decision by MPEA to 
discontinue American imports un- 
til a yen-dollar conversion formula 
is found. This would eliminate the 
local industry’s biggest rival and 
might prove to be the trade’s big- 
gest postwar hypo. Nipponese 
studios, plagued with high produc- 
tion costs, labor trouble and an 
assortment of other ills including 
inefficient management, have been 
lagging badly in their efforts to 
recover from wartime disruptions. 
Industry produced 500 features a 
year in its best prewar season, but 
turned out only 48 in 1946, 86 in 
1947, and 120 in 1948. 


Some observers here — think 
MPEA would be foolish to suspend 
operations in Japan and give up 
the commanding position it now 
holds in the theatre trade. They 
argue that abandonment ot Japa- 
nese biz would not only give the 
local production industry a chance 
to recapture its own market, but 
would be the signal for other for- 
eign distributors, notably British 
and French interests, to make a seri- 
ous bid for Japanese preference in 
the foreign pic field. 


BBC Is Fighting Back At 


Radio Lux Competition 
Via Exclusive Pacts 


London, May 31. 


Bid to knock out competition 
from sponsored commercial radio 
programs from the Continent has 
been made by the British Broad- 
casting Corp. by insisting that 
artists under contract for a BBC 
series must not accept other broad- 
cast engagements without their 
permission. 

introduction of the new 
tion would affect a number 
grams now coming through from 
Radio Luxembourg and among 
artists concerned are topflighters 
such as Sam Costa, Stewart Mac- 
Pherson, Gracie Pields and script- 
writer Ted Kavanagh. 

Advertisers who are using Radio 
Luxembourg to air their products 
are proposing to introduce a simi- 
lar clause in contracts for artists 
working on the continental wave- 
length. not as a means of retalia- 
tion to the BBC but “in defense of 
their own interests.” 

Current contracts which 
concerned have with the BBC will 
be allowed to run their normal 
course irrespective of whether or 
not they are being used for Lux- 
embourg programs but the barring 
clause will operate when the ques- 
tion of renewal crops up. 





condi- 
ot pro- 
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Brit. Eagle Lion Sets 20 
Dubbed Pix for Germany 


Frankfurt, May 31 
In a strong bid to capture the 
groWing mart for foreign filnfs in 


direc- 
Films 
which 


Rainbow, 
Eagle Lion 
announced 20 Pix 


Germany, F. E. T. 
tor general of 
(British), 


will be synchronized for German 
dialog and slated for release this 
fall. Six of the films will be in 
color. 


Top pix slated for synchroniza- 
tion are “Henry V.” “Red Shoes,” 
“Saraband for Dead Lovers” and 
“Black Narcissus.” 


China-Made Pix 
Into U.S. Market 


A new 





distributing firm headed 
by March J. Schwartz is going into 
the U. S. release of Chinese-made 
pix. Already booked for showing 
here is “Maid of Formosa,” which 
opens at the Stanley theatre, N.Y.., 
Aug. 1. Pic was filmed on loca- 
tion in Formosa, immediately fol- 
lowing VJ day, and is a 95-minute 
feature. According to Schwartz it 
cost $10,000 to make the film. An- 
other pic, “Folk Dances of Tien 
Shan,” which runs about 40 min- 
utes. was made on location in Tien 
Shan and will be doubled with 
“Maid” at the Stanley. Both pic- 
tures will have English titles 
Schwartz has another Chinese 
film, “Between Two Fires,” which 
he is holding for future release. 
He is currently in the talking stage 
with other Far Eastern producers 
for release of their product here. 
Prospective plans call for the ex- 
pansion of distribution to include 
Canada and South America. 


HUNG. GOVT. TAKES OVER 
BUDAPEST THEATRES 


Budapest, May 31. 
private theatres will pass 
under Hungarian government con- 
trol next season. No more theatre 
licenses will be issued to private 
capitalists and 
will also be named by the state. 

Up to now, theatres here have 





All 


from now on 30 a year 
will be given. in order to allow 
more time for rehearsals, and in- 
sure a better finished product. 


Edinburgh Fest Sees Tie 
With Met in Bing Appt. 


Edinburgh, June 7. 

Rudolf Bing, artistic director of 
the Edinburgh Festival, will see 
this year’s enterprise through, be- 
fore leaving in October for his 
new post as general manager for 
the Metropolitan Opera Assn. of 
New York. (He'll officially succeed 
Edward Johnson June 1, ’50). 

The Festival Society has “re- 
luctantly”” released him from his 
contract, which had two years to 
run. No decision: has been made 
here about a successor. 

Sir Andrew Murray, Lord Pro- 
vost of Edinburgh, said, “Mr. 
Bing’s appointment is a very high 
compliment to the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival, which will no doubt continue 
to have the benefit of his advice 
and experience. A friendly and 
co-operative management at the 
Metropolitan will be a great asset 
to Edinburgh.” 


year, but 





Prisma’s German Pix 
Frankfurt, May 31. 

Prisma Film Distribution Co. 
started its expanded program in 
the western zones of Germany, 
distributing both foreign and Ger- 
man-made films. Pix recently re- 
leased by Prisma are Universalia’s 
“Fabiola” and “Les Derniers Jours 
de Pompeii,” also “La Grande Ilu- 
sion,” “Les Jeux Sont Faits,” and 
“D’'Hommes a Hommes.” 


U. S. films slated for distribu- 


tion are “Pirates on Horseback,” 
and “Tom Mix—The Miracle 
Rider.” Swedish, Austrian, Swiss 


as well as German films will be 
distributed by Prisma. 


| France 


theatre directors | 


LONDON GETS 2 LEGITS; 


been putting on about 60 plays a) 


,ing 


U. S. Pix Lead Peru 


Lima, Peru, May 31. 

. S. films are more than hold- | 
hae aie own here. Peruvian 
censors’ figures show that for the 
| last half of last year, feature pix 
| abneke up this way: U. S. 230, Mex- 
ico 58, Argentina 45. Britain 30, 
18, China 15, Japan 10, 
Spain 10, Italy five, Russia four, 
and Chile three 

All the 328 shorts 
and U. S. with Britain 
newsreels Three 
banned as immoral 
one U. S 


were U. S.; 
had all the 
features were 


iwo Italian, 


MPEA Members Hit By 
West Berlin Coin Reform, 
Product Lack in Czecho 


Currency reform 
zones of Berlin, 
exhaustion of 
under 
Export 


in the western 
and the virtual 
American product 
the original Motion Picture 

Assn.-Czech Film Monop- 
oly 80 picture agreement, have 
combined to hit MPEA members 
in the German capital as well as 
handing them a minimum of book- 
ing in Czechoslovakia. 

Following a ban on Soviet-issued 
currency in favor of the westmark 
about two months ago, business at 
theatres in the Anglo-U. S. sectors 
of Berlin have slipped to 30 to 
50% below normal. Shortage of 
public’s coin -has affected such 
MPEA films as Metro’s “Boom- 
town” and “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde” as well as Paramount’s 
“Love Letters” and “Road _ to 
Morocco.” 


Fortunately, in 
the boxoffice has deviated 
from its usual average. 
from a record-breaking, 15-week 
run in Berlin, Metro’s “Ninotchka” 
showed strength in preems at both 
Duesseldorf and Frankfurt. Also 
holding up well in other cities are 
“Jekyll,” “Morocco,.”’ Warners’ 


keys, 
little 
Fresh 


provincial 


“Sea Hawk” and “A Stolen Life,” 
RKO’s “Bells of St. Mary,” plus 
“Dangerous Journey” (20th), “You 
Were Never Lovelier” (Col.). and 
“His Butler’s Sister’ (U) 


With all but three films released 
in Czechoslovakia under a_ pact 
negotiated three years ago, Ameri- 
can product now has meagre play- 
ing time in Czech theatres, and 
firstrun houses are showing no 
U. S. pix at all. Prior 
officials’ final approval of a new 
accord with the MPEA, the Ameri- 
can majors’ organization is resort- 
ing to reissues for the time being. 





‘MONDAY. NEXT’ OKAY 


London, June 7. 


West End theatregoers saw the 
opening of two comedies last week, 
one an obvious winner, the other 
doubtiul. “On Monday Next” 
bowed at the Comedy June 1, 
where it was enthusiastically re- 
ceived. Philip King has written a 
witty, laugh-provoking play about 
backstage life, which is dominated 
by a superb performance by Henry 
Kendell. Kendell and Olga Lindo 
directed the offering, with Peter 
Dearing and Milroy Gay present- 
ing. Play was tried out at the 
Embassy April 5, and features the 
original cast. It looks a sure hit. 

A. P. Dearsley’s “My Mother 
Said” opened at the Fortune 
June 3 with Victoria Hopper and 
Percy Marmont in the leading 
roles. Peter Saunders is present- 
this pleasant. but lacklustre 
comedy. which centers around 
Bohemian life in the Chelsea ar- 
tists colony Play was cordially 
welcomed, nevertheless looks 
dubious. 


but 


Two New Warsaw Film 
Houses Ease Shortage 

Shortage of firstrun houses in 
Warsaw was considerably relieved 
early this month when the Stolica 
and First of May theatres. both 
1,000 seaters, opened in the Polish 
capital. Previously the city had 
only four showcases available for 
fresh product. 

New outlets are expected to 
eliminate a booking bottleneck for 
distributors as well as conceivably 
affording American films more 
playing time. Warsaw, however, 
is still considerably underseated in 
proportion to its 600,000 popula- 
tion. Although the Polish Minis- 
trv is committed to a five-year the- 
atre expansion program, total first- 
run houses in the country’s keys at 


i present does not exceed 350. 


to Czech | 


tracted with 


Brit. ACT Okays U.S. Film Personnel: 
Mulls Joint Meets on Staff Imports 





Philly Orch in Glasgow 


With $6,000 Subsidy 


Glasgow, May 3 
110-piece Philadelphia 
chestra gave three 
Sunday, Monday 
nights (29-31 Glasgow 
guaranteed £ 1,500 
three performances 

A special 
carrying the orchestra pulled 
of York for Glasgow 30 seconds 
fore midnight Saturday night | 
and beat the strike by halt 
minute 


H'wood Sound, 


The 
concerts 
and Twes 
City GH 


$6 000) tor 


elight-carriage tr 


] 
Or- 


here 


day 
rp 
the 


ain 
out 
be- 


‘ » 
28) 
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Sez Seidelman 


sal 
in 


Stockholm, May 31. 
Joseph H. Seidelman, Univer 
foreign chief who was recently 


Sweden to ease distrib proble 


ms, 
ind 
he 


said Hollywood is back on a sot 
basis. ‘“‘We have had a crisis,” 
said, “but all that can happen has 


happened now. During 
years after the war, a new pt 
lem arose due to the war’s sud 
end, and since the film indus 
plans for at least 18 months ahe 


the first 
‘ob- 


jen 
t ry 
ad, 


it was caught unawares But we 
must always be ready to run the 
risk of such probtems.’ 
Seidelman said that expenses 
have been cut drastically “We 
still produce the same number of 
films,” he said, “but between 25% 


and 40° cheaper. 
reduced and pictures are now 
turing profits once again.” Te 
vision represents no threat 
film industry, the U exec 
cause after the sets 

novelty appeal, families 
the a. 


said, 
lose th 
return 


VENEZUELA PIX PROD. 
STARTS WITH ARG. A 


Caracas, May 31 
Villegas Blanco, president 
Bolivar Films, is putting his stud 
in shape for producing the fi 
professional feature films to 
made in Venezuela. 
Lumiton Studios 
Argentina to supply him with 
rectors and stars. 
Argentine director 
tensen, 
and stars Susana Freyre and 


Bolivar’s first full feature. T 
film will be titled “Miss 
zuela.”’ 


Staffs have be 


Hugh Chr 
producer Enrique Faustin. 
Juan 
‘Carlos Thorry are here to work 


en 
re- 
»le- 


to the 


be- 
eir 
to 


ID 


of 
ios 
rst 
be 


He has con- 


of 
di- 


in 
he 


Vene- 


Juanita Sojo, Argentine actress, 
is here preparing for her forthcom- 


ing role in Bolivar's 


“Lanzas Colo- 


rados.” Arturo Ursler Pietri au- 
thor of ““Lanzas Colorados,” is here 
collaborating on script for film 


based on his hook. 





Gershwin Air Biog, In 4 


Tongues, Now Due in Italy 


Paris, May 31. 


Radio producer Pierre Grimb 
who built up a Gershwin biog 1 
a 90-minute radio show’ us 
mostly disks, is now selling it 
Italy. this being the fourth 1 
guage into which show has 
translated. 


lat, 
nto 
ing 

to 
an- 


been 


It first played in French on the 


the Monaco ; 
Luxembourg. It was translated 
to English by Bill Robson for 

tual. Grimblat getting $200 for 
rights. It was then done in Sp 
ish It is now being readied 
Italian for Radio Lugano, and n 
also be done on Italian Radio. 


National web 





Shortwaver for Eire 


and 
in- 


Mu- 


the 
an- 

in 
lay 


Dublin. May 31. 


Work. suspended a year 
economy Measure, 
shortwave radio station is being 
sumed immediately on the ord 
of James Everett. Minister 
Posts and Telegraphs. The stat 
is expected to be ready in the | 
summer 

A frequency was ailotted for 
station at the recent Internatio 
Radio Conference in Mexico 


ago 


as 


on Ireland's first 


re- 
ers 
for 
ion 
ate 


the 
nal 


Spec- 


ial attention is to be paid to news 
and Irish magazine transmissions. 


| Station will be beamed largely 
1'U. S. and Canada. 


at 


is- 


+ London, June 7 
Joint meeting with American 


production companies operating in 
Britain to discuss the same care in 
importation of foreign technicians 
as exists in selection of top-rank- 


ing stars, is to be advocated im- 
mediately by the Assn. of Cine and 
Allied Technicians through the 
Ministry of Labor, following con- 
sideration of a new batch of labor 
applications. They also want more 
time to examine requests. for 


permits 

Working on the assumption that 
they should not stand in the 
of labor permits governing top per- 


Wav 


sonnel, whose employment in Bri- 
tain would provide jobs for many 
skilled technicians otherwise dis- 


engaged, ACT feels that joint con- 
sultations would clear the air and 
expedite future applications 


At its meeting last Wednesday 
(1) the ACT general council gave 


batch of ap- 
them fr ot 


its blessing to a new 
plications remitted to 
the Ministry cf Labor 

From RKO in respect to the pro- 


duction of Walt Disney's “Treas- 
ure Island,” they okayed permits 
for Disney, Percival Pearce, Byron 
Haskin and Fred Leahy. 


Permits were also sanctioned for 


Robert Montgomery to direct for 
Coronada Productions; Julius Das- 
sin, who is te direct “Night in the 
City” for 20th-Fox, and Sidnev 
Franklin, who is to produce “The 
Second Mrs. Miniver” for Metro- 
British. Provisional okay was also 
given for a topflight director who 


is to be brought over to direct the 
last-named production. 

In many respects, American pro- 
duction companies have oflered 
British unions a trade. RKO, hav- 


ing withdrawn two of its applica- 
tions, has assured ACT that the 
art director and production man- 
ager on “Treasure Island” will be 
recruited from British technicians 
and will be ACT members. Coron- 
ada has promised that the asso- 
ciate director will be British, and 
20th-Fox has told the union that 


every other technician on their pro- 
duction will be recruited from Bri- 


tain. Metro is operating the reci- 
procity clause; Compton Bennett 
is now completing his job as as- 


Jackson 
picture at 


sociate producer, and Pat 
is directing his first 
Culver City. 


Arg. Dollar Scarcity. 
Darkens Picture Of 
Future of U.S. Films 


Buenos Aires, May 31 
The scarcity of dollars in Ar- 
gentina makes difficult anv esti- 


mate of the future for any type of 
U. S. activity, let alone picture 
imports. Much depends on whetier 
responsible officiais look upon en- 
tertainment as an essential indus- 
try or not. Important sectors of 
U. S. business in Argentina are 
unable to foresee any easing of this 
situation in the near future. unless 
some surprise factor were to 
emerge in the talks about to start 
between a committee of U. S. eco- 
nomic experts and local economie 
czars. 

U. S. capital is wary of entering 
the Argentine field since President 
Peron’s new constitution was put 
through, which includes Article 40, 
the wording of which paves the 
way for expropriation or nationali- 
zation of any industry which the 
local government might decide to 
classify as of “public interest.” 

U. S. pix interests have to con- 
tend with constant pressure by lo- 
cal producers who urge the govern- 
ment to grant them greater protec- 
tion against foreign encroachinent, 
This accentuates the danger of fur- 
ther curbs on foreign film imports. 
Against this the foreign distribs 
can only oppose the argument that 
there is a greater public demand 
for the imported product than for 
the local. 


‘Snake Pit’ Stirs S. Africa 
Cape Town, May 31 
Snake Pit’ (20th’. doing 
holdover business in Cape Town 
and Johannesburg, is causing con- 
cern to the South African Na- 
tional Counci! for Mental Health 
Council points out that many of 





“The 


the abuses shown in the picture 
can mental hospitals, nor is the 
overcrowding as_ bad. Council 


claims the general impression of 
horror conveyed by the film does 
jnot apply to South Africa 
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SHOWMEN’S DREAM SHOW 


for the vacation season — a combination of 
Walt Disney’s ‘Dumbo’ and ‘Saludos Amigos’ 


© W.D.P. 





4 ... the perfect boxoffice program that gives 
you 106 minutes of Disney Delight... 

5 5 

ACADEMY AWARD and NEW PRINTS! NEW ADVERTISING! 


«IT PARADE 7Wacade NEW AUDIENCES! 


— including “Tico, Tico” and “Brazil” 
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'S Back the Motion Picture Industry's U. S. SAVINGS BONDS DRIVE, May 16-June 30 < 
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Any Number Can Play 


Metro release of Arthur Freed produc- 
tien. Stars Clark Gable, Alexis Smith; 
atures Wendell Corey, Audrey Totter, 
er Morgan, Mary Astor, Lewis Stone, 
Marjorie Rambeau. Di- 
LeRoy. Screenplay, 
Richard Brooks; based on novel by Ed- 
ward Harris Heth; camera, Harold Ros- 
gon; editor, Ralph E. Winters; score, Len- 
nie Hayton. Tradeshown N. Y¥. June 3, 
*49. Running time, 102 MINS. eal 
‘harley Eniey Kyng..... Clark Gable 
a “—— : Alexis Smith 
Robbin Elcott........++-- Wendell Corey j 
Alice Elcott . Audrey Potter | 
Jim Kurstyn Frank Morgan 
Ada ' Mary Astor 
’ Lewis Stone 


Sullivan, 
rected by Mervyn 


Ba rry 





“i Gavery Snelerr... 
oat ee Barry Sullivan 
Sarah Calbern Merijorie Rambeau 
Ed , Edgar Buchanan | 
Leon Ames | 


Dr. Palmer 


Pete Senta Mickey Knox 


Richard Rober 


yew “Angie” Debretti 7 

Pronk Sistina William Conrad 
Paul Enley Kyng Darryl Hickman 
Sleigh ; Caleb Peterson 


Dorothy Comingore 


Mrs. Purcell Art Baker 


Mr. Reardon 


Lure of its gambling theme and 
marquee potency of Clark Gable 
suffice to make “Any Number Can 


Play” a blue-chip b.o. entry. 
Classily packaged with a slick 
physical layout and an imposing 
array of supporting players, film 
just misses that complete mop-up 
impact due to a slightly diffuse 
screenplay. Sufficient action and 


suspense factors operate, however, 


{o sustain audience interest over 
the long footage. 
In attempting to sketch a por- 


trait of a bigtime casino operator, 
screenwriter Richard Brooks has 


jammed the yarn with too many 
subordinate characterizations which 
fiyv off at a tangent. While some of 


the personality vignettes are sharp- 
ly realized, the bulk of them tends 
{to overload and weaken the story 
axis. Director Mervyn LeRoy, how- 
ever. does a creditable job in in- 
tegrating the secondary roles and 
sub-plots with an atmospheric con- 
sistency. 

Pic’s thesis maintains that gam- 
bling is legitimate — if you're a 
Yarn develops the point 


winner. ( 
via a domestic break between 
Gable, as the legalized gambling 


house operator, and his collegiate | 


son who is ashamed of his pappy’s 
profession. But before the fadeout, 
the kid becomes a convert to the 
rolling dominoes as a_character- 
builder. 

Gable proves his mettle and wins 
his son’s respect in a sock cli- 
mactie sequence which pits him 
against an oil man. Frank Morgan, 
who is on the verge of breaking 
the house with a vhenomenal run 
of passes at the dice table. Against 
pleas of his wife, Alexis Smith, and 
his sidekicks to auit with the re- 
mains of his bankrol], Gable smil- 
ingly bets all or nothing, and wins. 


A followup attempt by a couple of | 


hoodlums to hold up the joint is 
not handled convincingly. At the 
windup, Gable quits gambling be- 
cause of a serious cardiac condi- 
tion. 

Gable effectively projects a 
glove-fitting part as the hard-play- 
ing gambler with no sympathy for 
his son’s idealistic gripings. As the 
wife, Miss Smith is adequate, while 
Wendell Corey and Audrey Totter, 
as unhappy in-laws, are firstrate. 
In brief but standout characteri- 
vations of gambling types are Mor- 
gan. Lewis Stone, Marjorie Ram- 
beau and Mary Astor. Barry Sulli- 
van, Edgar Buchanan, Mickev 
Knox and Caleb Peterson are all 
good as Gable’s gambling joint 
staff. 

Pic has the advantage of solid 
backgrounds, crisp lensing and a 
smooth editing job. Heri. 


Calamitv Jane and 


Sam Hass 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
Production. Stars Yvonne De Carlo. How- 
ard Duff: features Dorothy Hart, Willard 
Parker, Lloyd Bridges. Directed by George 
Shermen. Screenplay, Maurice Geraghty, 
Melvin Levy; story. Sherman: camera 
(Technicolor). Irving Glassberg; editor. 
Edward Curtiss. Previewed May 31, °49. 
Running time, 85 MINS, 
Calamity Jane 
Sim Bass 
Katherine Egan 
Sheriff Wil) Egan 


Yvonne De Carlo 
Howard Duff 
Dorothy Hart 

Willard Parker 


Jim Murphy Norman Lloyd 
Jvel Collins Lloyd Bridges 
Dean Mare Lawrence 
Dakota Houseley Stevenson 
Ahe Jones... Milburn Stone 
ES err ree ey Clifton Young 


John Rodney 
Roy Roberts 


Morgan 
Marshal Peak 


a OS eee ere Ann Doran 
° re ocr Charles Cane 
Se PE 95 os Sa ecd Walter Baldwin 


“Calamity Jane and Sam Bass” 
is another outdoor actioner in color 
that gives early-day western bad 
men a whitewashing. Picture has 
some good selling points, an able 
cast and should roll up satisfactory 
returns in the general market, par- 
ticularly when given an added ex- 
ploitation push. 

Yvonne De Carlo and Howard 
Duff play the title roles against the 
gorgeous backdrop of southern 
Utah terrain. Script points up sym- 
pathetic angles to make the outlaw 
characters pseudo - heroes. This 
gentling down of the bad boys has 
# curiously futile effect, however, 
since both history and the produc- 


Miniature Reviews 


“Any Number Can Play” 
(M-G). Clark Gable in slick 
gambling meller; sturdy b.o. | 
in all situations. , 

“Calamity Jane and Sam | 
Bass” (Color) (U). Okay out- 


door feature for the action 
market. 
“IHegal Entry” (U). Mod- | 


erately entertaining actioner 
built around alien smuggling. 

“Adam and Evelyne” 
(GFD). Agreeable British ro- 
mantic yarn; likely modest 
grosser. 

“Operetta” (Musical) (Ger- 
man). Cavaleade of Viennese 
operettas, with Willy Forst 
starred; strong for arty spots 

“Stop Press Girl’ ( GFD). 
British newspaper fantasy of 
moderate appeal. 








tion code require the outlaws to 
pay for their crimes in the end. 
Film gains in production impor- 
tance by the use of color in lensing 
the rugged locales that frame the 
story. George Sherman’s direction 
keeps the film on the move with 
colorful sweep that forces the basic 
drama to the fore. Script picks up 


Sam Bass as he first comes to the 
west, carries him through the 
events that lead to his outlawry 


and brings him to the rather grim 
conclusion when he is mortally 
wounded while committing what is 
to be his last crime. 

A two-fold love story also is 
worked in, with Miss De Carlo and 
Dorothy Hart the rivals for Duff’s 
attentions. Miss Hart is the good 
girl who is Duff’s real love while 
Miss De Carlo has the more color- 
ful Calamity Jane assignment, the 
gir) who loves Bass and fights, robs 
and rides at his side. Scripters 
Maurice Geraghty and Melvin have 
done a workmanlike chore on the 
story by Sherman, but could have 
devised an ending that would have 
put less emphasis on the futility of 
Bass’ demise. 

Competent casting gives the 
| principals neat support and among 
those holding up their assignments 


are Willard Parker, Ann Doran, 
Norman Lloyd, Lloyd Bridges, 
Houseley Stevenson and Milburn 
Stone. 

Irving Glassberg’s beautiful 


color lensing adds plenty of dress 
to the Leonard Goldstein produc- 
tion values. Milton Schwarzwald’s 
score is good, as is the editing of 
the picture by Edward Curtiss. 
Brog. 


Bilegal Entry 


Universal velease of 
production, Stars 
Toren, George Brent; features Gar Moore. 
Directed by Frederick De Cordova. 
Screenplay. Joel Malone, based on stor 
by Ben Bengal, Herbert Kline, Dan 
Voore; adaptation, Art Cohn; camera, 
Willian Daniels; editor, Edward Curtiss; 


Jules 





music, Milton Schwarzwald. Tradeshown 
N. Y.. June 6, "49. Running time, 84 MINS. 
Bert Powmere iss cvscicciein oc Howard Duff 
Anna Duvak.. ... Marta Toren 
Dan Collins.. George Brent 
Lee Sloan init oe ee bEe eh ee Gar Moore 
oo ere eee Tom Tully 
Zack Richards............ Paul Stewart 
PrCe «EGO. «cis cbc tae Richard Rober 
ee RS ae eee Joseph Vitale 
ene sc 5 Ga eak ak ewane James Nolan 
ee a eee Clifton Young 
TR I Sak ie aeRO David Clarke 
ee ee ree Rebert Osterloh 
Teague... covseccece One CAPrEEDO 
OS a ee epee re ..Donna Martell 

With the activities of numerous 


other Government law enforcement 
agencies furnishing story material 
for films in the past, Universal now 
focuses the camera on a case his- 
tory in the files of the U. S. Dept. 
of Immigra.ion and Naturalization. 

Result is “Ulegal Entry.” a mod- 
erately entertaining semi - docu- 
|} mentary. 

Picture rates as a good program- 
mer, but lacks marquee values. 
However, the theme of “Entry” 
naturally lends itself to exploita- 
tion and exhibitors should wring a 
maximum of business from the pic 
if only properly sold. 

Taken from an original by Ben 
Bengal, Herbert Kline and Dan 
Moore. the varn is pegged upon 
the cracking of a crafty gang who 
smuggle aliens into the U. S. by 
plane. Wise to the ring’s opera- 
tions. immigration inspector 
George Brent enrolls Howard Duff 
as an undercover agent. Latter 
successfully caries out his mission 
and also frees Marta Toren from 
the criminals’ domination. 

Opening sequences move rather 
slowly while director Frederick De 
Cordova attempts to lay 
groundwork for the ensuing events. 
Action builds in later scenes al- 
though the climax is a well-tele- 
graphed one. Duff handles his role 
adequately. Miss Toren is appeal- 
ing as an unwilling member of the 
gang ‘vhile Brent is his usual suave 
self as the inspector. Gar Moore. 
Tom Tully and Paul Stewart regis- 
ter in lesser parts. 

Jules Schermer wrapped the film 
with better-than-average produc- 
tion values. De Cordova’'s direc- 
tion is good as is the camerawork 

of William Daniels. Technical 
credits measure up. Gilb. 


Schermer | 
Howard Duff, Marta’ 


the) 


Adam and Evelyne 
(BRITISH) 


London, May 31. 
GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Two 
Cities (Harold French) production. Di- 
rected by French. Stars Stewart Granger, 
Jean Simmons. Screenplay by Noel es 
ley; camera, Guy Green; editor, John D. 


| Guthridge; music, Mischa Spoliansky. At 
| Odeon, London, May 31, ’49. Running time, 


82 MINS. 

Adam Black........ .... Stewart Granger 

Evelyne Wallace.......... Jean Simmons 
Edwin Styles 


Bill Murray.... 
Roddy Black.. 


.. Raymond Young 
Helen Cherry 


Moira . . ** - | 
Mrs. Parker........ Beatrice V arley 
Molly ; Joan Swinstead 


Wilfred Hyde-White 
Fred Johnson 
Geoffrey Denton 
Peter Reynolds 
Brenda Hogan 


Colonel Bradley 

Chris Kirby 

Inspector 

David 

Christine 
Novelettish theme of Noel Lang- 

ley’s original story has been bright- 

ened by luxury backgrounds, 

and 


piquant romantic situations 
the attractive starring team of 


Stewart Granger and Jean Sim- 
mons. Result is an agreeable light- 
weight entertainment offering, cap- 
able of earning modest grosses In 
the U. S. 

Principal 
wealthy gambler and an orphan 
girl 
father. That 
having been disposed of, he doesn’t 
want to disillusion her further, and 
conceals his occupation by pretend- 
ing he is on the stock exchange. 
But he fails to reckon with bis 
caddish brother, and the deserted 
other woman, who get the girl to 
his gaming joint at the same time 
as the police. 

Crisp direction and some snappy 
bits of dialog give the pic a veneer 
of polish without attempting to ap- 
pear sophisticated. Teamed for the 
first time, Granger and Miss Sim- 
mons prove to be pleasing roman- 
tic leads. Transformation of the 
femme star from waif to woman- 
hood is skillfully done. Edwin 
Styles and Helen Cherry tackle the 
top supporting parts with ease. 

Myro. 





Operetia 
| (Musieal) 
(GERMAN) 


Interfilm-Discina release of Wien-Film 
production. Stars Willy Forst, directed 
by Forst from story by Forst. Screenplay. 
Forst and Exel Aggebrecht; camera, Hans 
director, Willy 


Schneeberger; musical 


Schmidt-Gentner, At 55th St. Playhouse, 
starting June 4, °49. Running time, 166 
MIN 

Franz Jauner . Willy Forst 
Marie Geistinger Mari2 Holst 


Dora Komar 

Paul Hoerbiger 

Leo Slezak 

Edmund Schellhammer 
Curd Jurgens 
Siegfried Breuner 
Alfred Neugebauer 


Emmi Krall 
Alexander Girardi 
Franz von Suppe 
Johann Strauss 
Karl Millocker ; 
Count Hohenburg.. 
Count Esterhazy 


(In German: English Titles) 

Thi§ is a virtual cavaleade of 
Viennese operetta music. Take 
a y this music, which is mag- 


y | nificently staged and sung, and it 


is the familiar tale of an operetta 
producer’s love for a great operatic 
singer, with Willy Forst in the lead. 


For arty spots where such musicals | 


go over, this is a very strong entry. 

Although actually produced 
about nine vears ago, it never his 
been shown in the U.S., and story 
and technique do not seem that 
dated. 

“Operetta” suffers a bit from too 
much Forst. He’s all over the set 
as the light opera producer, author 
of the original yarn, part of the 


screenplay and as director. How- 
ever, this does not detract from 
scenes and music from better 


known operettas by Johann Strauss. 
Franz Von Suppe, Karl Millocker 
and Rossini. Nor does it diminish 
the powerful presentation of these 
works via the Vienna Philharmonic 
orch and the chorus and ballet of 
the Vienna State Opera. 
Emphasized and most popular of 
the light operas given are “Barber 
of Seville,’ “Beggar 
“Bocaccio.” “Fatinitza,’ “Gypsy 
Baron” and Strauss’ widely known 
“Die Fledermaus.” Waltz tunes 








Her Man Gilbey 


“Her Man Gilbey” (Rank), 
opening at the Park Avenue 
Embassy, N. Y.. today ‘Wed.), 
was reviewed in Variety from 
London, Aug. 16, 1944, under 


its original title, “English 
Without Tears.” Reviewer 
Jolo noted that “despite ad- 


mirable direction and excel- 
lent photography the story 
ambles along to no definite de- 
novement” and therefore tab- 
bed pic as “not a strong can- 
didate for the American mar- 
ket.” Also cited in the review 
was that “smart dialog and 
witticisms galore are not suf- 
ficient to sustain so elemental 
“a love story,” which takes place 
between a young lady of an 
aristocratic family andthe 
cold and indifferent butler. 

Included in the cast headed 
by Michael Wilding and Pen- 
elope Ward are Lill Palmer 
and Peggy Cummins. The film 
is being released in the U. S. 
by Universal. 


Movie Crazy 

Harold Lloyd’s “Movie 
Crazy,” one of his early talkers 
which the Motion Picture Sales 
Corp. is priming for national 
rerelease, is still a laugh-win- 
ner with good b.o. prospects. 
Tradeshown in New York Wed- 
nesday (1), film packs the en- 
during appeal of slapstick with 
Lloyd as the likeable faux pas 





characters are a| 


who believes him to be her | 
misunderstanding | 


Student,” | 


hero. Some of it is corny, but 
| basically this style of comedy 
| remains untouched by the 
| years. New edition of the pic 


runs 85 minutes, 10 minutes 
less than original. 
Originally reviewed in Va- 


RIETY, Sept. 20, 1932, Abel said 
it's a “sure-fire belly laugh- 
getter anywhere” in the “famil- 
iar synethetic school of Lloyd 


cinemania, with its ecannily 
constructed bits, gags and 
business . . . The star comic’s 


celluloid artifices have given 

him a series of corking situa- 

tions which he milks to the 
| utmost. It’s another picture 
that holds so much, it’ll get a 
modicum of repeat trade, 
which about tells everything.” 
Constance Cummings is the 
femme lead. 








from these pieces are stressed. In 
fact, the film is happiest when the 
large cast is dancing to one of the 
numerous waltz tunes. 

Story itself is just one of those 
things. It traces the rise of Franz 
Jauner (Forst) to Viennese fame as 
operatic producer and his rivalry 
with Maria Holst, famed opera 
singer, who was the dominating 
force in Vienna opera until he ar- 
rived. Plot shows her leaving the 
city when he gains command but 
returning to fall in love with him. 
There’s the usual misunderstand- 
ing between the pair, aside from 
the fact that Forst is already mai- 
ried. 
| Forst is as meticulous as ever as 
the dapper producer-director while 
Maria Holst makes a_ gorgeous 
singer and his big romance. Others 
who figure importantly and with 
good results are Dora Komar, Leo 
Slezak ‘as Von Suppe) and Edmund 
Schellhammer ‘as Strauss). 

Forst’s direction is better than 
his story. Camera work of Hans 
Schneeberger is standout. 
Schneeberger is standout. No 
credit is given for English titles 
which are adequate. Wear. 





Step Press Girl 
(BRITISH) 
London, June 1. 
_GFD release of Aquila Film-lndependent 
Frame (Donald B. Wilson) production. 
Features Sally Ann Howes, Gordon Jack- 


son, Basil Radford, Naunton Wayne. Di- , 


rected by Michael Barry. 
T. J. Morrison, from original story by 
| Morrison, Basil Thomas; camera, Bill 
Allan, Arthur Ibbetson, Cyril Bristow: 
frame supervisor, Geoffrey Woodward; 
editor, Sidney Hayers; music, Walter 
Goehr. At Gaumont, London, June 1, ’49. 
Running time, 77 MINS. 


Jennifer Peters........ 


Screenplay by 


Sally Ann Howes 


Jock Melville........... Gordon Jackson 
Engine Driver... j Basil Radfco ‘d 
Fireman Sra Naunton Wayne 
Mr. Peters......James Robertson Justice 
Angela Sree ee Sonia Holm 


Roy Fairfax 
Miss Peters ; 
Carole Saunders . 
COMM «oo. 5 cs 


Nigel Buchanan 
Jovee Barhour 

; Julia Lang 
. Cyril Chamberlain 

Highly fanciful plot, which 
makes no pretense at credibility. 
with seript and dialog failing to 
exploit the situation ‘ittily, makes 
“Stop Press Girl” a dull offering. 
It’s a weak bet for the States. 

Idea behind the plot is that of a 
young girl who has inherited an 
uncanny knack of stopping all 
forms of machinery within 15 min- 
utes. She falls in love with a news- 
paperman, and is eventually chal- 
lenged to stop the presses of a rival 
paper to prove her powers. 

Modest-budgeted production 
makes wide use of the new inde- 
pendent frame method. Sally Ann 
Howes never really gets to grips 
with the lead part. Gordon Jack- 
son is sufficiently virile as the 
/young Scottish newspaperman, and 
there are the usual comedy touches 
from Basil Radford and Naunton 
Wayne as engine drivers, pilots. 
bus drivers and watchmakers. 
Myro. 


—________.. 


| I’Uome dal Guanto 
Grigio 

_ (The Man With the Grey Glove) 

(SONGS) 

| (ITALIAN) 

| Genoa, May 25. 


Manentj Film release of Giulio Manenti 
production. Stars Annette Bach, Roldano 
| Lupi, Antonio Centa, Mario Del Monaco. 
| Directed by Camillo Mastrocinque. Screen- 
play, Nino Novarese, Fulvio Palmieri, Ca- 
millo Mastrocinque, from story by Nino 
Novarese: camera, Gabor Pogany: music, 
Ezio Carabella; original songs by Gio- 
vanni Danzi; editor, Eraldo Da Roma. At 
Olimpia, Genoa. Running time, 100 MIN® 


Anna Gaddi... Annette Bach 
Ciaudio Drago... - Roldano Lupi 
Max Molteni_ Antonio Centa 
Silvio Martini Mario Del Monaco 





Routine whodunit dressed up 
with music makes for o.k. light- 
weight entertainment. Director 
Camillo Mastrocingque succeeds in 
keeping a good balance between 
suspense and songs, intrigue and 





| 5 

art ‘action takes place again 
| iackeround of Roman art world). 
| Production is smartly dressed in 
all departments, with camera work 
by Gabor Pogany standing out. 
Acting is the exception, being only 
so-so. Several songs are delivered 
in neat fashion by Mario Del 
Monaco. 

Though handled well, story isn’t 
the kind which foreign audiences 








will take to easily, though the 
South American market offers a 
chance. ° Hawk. 
Palace Seandsxl 
(Song—Color) 
4 , (GERMAN) 
Artkino release of Deutsche Film pro- 
duction. Stars Elfie Meyerhofer, Hans 


Nielsen; features Erich Ponto, Hans Lei- 
belt. Directed by Paul Verhoeven. Screen 
play by Verhoeven, from play by Ver- 
hoeven anc Toni Impekoven; camera 
‘Agfa color), Fritz Arno Wagner musie, 
| Wolfgang Zeller. At Stanley, N. Y.. week 
| of June 4, “49. Running time, 10 WIENS. 
Christine Holm Elfie Meyerhofer 
| His Serene Highness.. Erich Pento 
Lt. voneArneggm™...........Hans Nielsen 
Hofmarschall von Arnegg.. Hans Leibelt 
i MD. «ss eee 5 6 de> uy Paul Henckels 
Zunder Trier ee F Erwin Biegel 
(In German; English Titles) 


A handful of amusing scenes and 
some excellent color shots of a pic- 
turesque German. town are the 
chief assets of this import from 
Occupied Germany. Otherwise, 
pic is a leisurely paced 19th century 
court comedy that is antiseptically 
barren of any intellectual content. 
It will receive moderate play in the 
German language nabes and as a 
dualer in the art houses. 

Elfie Meyerhofer, a Dietrich-type 
looker, does a neat thesping job as 
a chie young singer who returns to 
the village where she was born to 
discover the identity of her father. 
Hans Nielsen is stiff but likable 
as the hot-tempered young lieu- 
tenant of the king’s guard who falls 
in love with her. Erich Ponto 
capably plays the mercurial king 
who turns out to be the singer's 
long-lost pa. 

Situation of an illegitimate lass 


romancing an officer sets the 
town's tongues wagging and pro- 
vides the springboard for some 


satirical jibes at prudish morals 
and palace foibles. But most of 
the opportunities are muffed and 
the general effect is on the heavy- 
handed side. Miss Meyerhofer 
charmingly warbles one number, 
in the classical manner, arfd does a 
vocal exercise, but the film could 
use some additional tunes to good 
advantage. 

, Technically, pic has good camera 
work. and the photogenic sets and 
striking gowns of Miss Meyerhofer 
register well in the Agfacolor 
process. Bril. 


Il Grido della Terra 
(The Cry of the Earth) 
(ITALIAN) 

Genoa, May 25. 
Lux Film release of Albert Saivatort 
production. Stars Andrea Checchi, Marina 
Berti: features Vivi Gioi, Carlo Ninchi, 
Peter Trent, Filippo Scelzo, Luigi ‘Tosi, 
Elena Zareschi. Directed by Duilio Co- 
letti. Screenplay, Lewis F. Gittler, Carlo 
Levi. Giorgio Prosperi, from story by Ma- 
rai Berardi and Tullio Pinelli: camera, 
Domenico Seala; music, Bruno Cicognini. 
At Lux, Genoa. Running time, 90 MENS. 





A disjointed script and weak 
direction heavily reduce the po- 
tential value of this film, based on 
recent clandestine exodus of Jew- 
ish refugees from Italy to Pales- 
tine. Slow pace and dull camera- 
work won't help b.o. either. Pie 
fails to reach its high objective 
due to overcomplication of plot 
which tells the story of three 
buddies ‘two Jewish, one British) 
who, separated after World War 1, 
end up on opposite sides of the 
Palestine situation. Concentration 
on one story alone would have 
made for a tighter, more powertul 
film. 

Except for the leads, Marina 
Berti and Andrea Checchi, acting 
isn’t up to Italian snuff, with sev- 
eral vet character actors, among 
them the usually reliabie Carlo 
Ninchi, struggling unsuccessfully 
with their roles. Film’s anti-Brit- 
ish slant (it comes close to con- 
doning actions of Jewish terrorists 
against British forces in Palestine) 
may rate it some attention from 
the censor. This will take heavy 
selling. Hawk. 














Indie Producers 


Continued from page 3 


that 





thought his law office and 
other interests could be = main- 
| tained without interfering mate- 
lrially with his work for the So- 
ciety. 

| Arnall, in the short time since 
he has become head of SIMPP, 
has put considerable new life inte 
the organization and has won much 
‘respect from both the indies and 
the majors with whom he has come 
in contact. As a result, it is be- 


lieved, the members will make an 
effort to interest him in giving his 
full attention to thé organization 
if the hurdle of their limited finan- 
cial ability can be negotiated. 
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“LITTLE WOMEN” (Technicolor) 
_ June Allyson - Peter Lawford - Marg.z2t O'Brien 
Elizabeth Taylor + Janet Leigh « Rossano Brazzi - Mary Astor 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” (Technicolor) 
Frank Sinatra + Esther Williams - Gene Kelly - Betty Garrett 


“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” (Technicolor) 
Fred Astaire - Ginger Rogers + Oscar Levant 


“THE GREAT SINNER" 
Gregory Peck - Ava Gardner +» Melvyn Douglas - Walter Huston 
Ethel Barrymore + Frank Morgan + Agnes Moorehead 


“THE STRATTON STORY” 
James Stewart + June Allyson - Frank Morgan 
Agnes Moorehead - Bill Williams 


“THE SECRET GARDEN” 
Margaret O’Brien -« Herbert Marshall - Dean Stockwell 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 
Spencer Tracy » Deborah Kerr 


““NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER (Technicolor) 
Esther Williams » Red Skel.on - Ricardo Montalban 
Betty Garrett » Keenan Wynn + Xavier Cugat 


“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” (Technicolor) 
Judy Garland + Van Johnson 
S. Z. ‘Cuddles’ Sakall-Spring Byington 


“BORDER INCIDENT” 
Ricardo Montalban - George Murphy 


“ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY” 
Clark Gable - Alexis Smith - Wendell Corey - Audrey Totter 


. “MADAME BOVARY” 
Jennifer Jones - James Mason - Van Heflin - Louis Jourdan 


UP AND COMING: 


“BATTLEGROUND” 
Van Johnson DF se Hodiak - Ricardo Montalban 
George Murphy - Marshall Thompson ‘ 
“THE FORSYTE SAGA” (Technicolor) 
Errol Flynn - Greer Garson - Walter Pidgeon - Robert Young 
Janet Leigh 
“CONSPIRATOR” 
Robert Taylor + Elizabeth Taylor 


“SCENE OF THE CRIME" ~ 
Van Johnson - Arlene Dah! - Gloria DeHaven - Tom Drake 


“THAT MIDNIGHT KISS” (Technicolor) 
Kathryn Grayson Jose Iturbi 
Ethel Barrymore- Mario Lanza- Keenan Wynn 


“THE RED DANUBE” 


"Walter Pidgeon - Peter Lawford - Angela Lansbury - Janet Leigh 


Ethel Barrymore - Louis Calhern + Francis L. Sullivan , 


“MALAYA” 
Spencer Tracy - James Stewart - Valentina Cortesa 
Sydney Greenstreet - John Hodiak + Lionel Barrymore 


“BODIES AND SOULS” 
Glenn Ford - Janet Leigh - Charles Coburn - Gloria DeHaven 


“KEY TO THE CITY” 
Clark Gable - Loretta Young 


“ANNIE GET YOUR GUN” (Technicolor) 
All Star Cast 


“SIDE STREET” 
Farley Granger - Cathy O’Donnell - James Craig - Paul Kelly 


“ON THE TOWN” (Technicolor) 
Frank Sinatra - Gene Kelly - Betty Garrett -*Vera-Ellen 
Jules Munshin - Ann Miller 


The Biggest Picture of All Time Is in Preparation: ‘QUO VADIS” 


M-G-M STUDIOS 
Culver City, California 


Back The Motion Picture Industry's 
U. S. Savings Bond Drive, May 16—June 0 





20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 8, 1949 





Strike Talk Beginning to Brew as 1.0. 


Collarites Put on Pressure for Pacts 





Following collapse of a peace 
move last settle the 
majors’ homeoffice collarite labor 
Screen Publicists Guild 
Office & Professional 
Emplovees Guild have 
thinly veiled maneuvers in the di- 
rection of a walkout SPG took 
the first step with rejection of the 
industry offer to renew the old 
pact and the launching of an emer- 


—— Dmytryk Tied Up on Pie, 

Wants Passport Extended 
Hollywood, June 7. 

: Attornevs for Edward Dmytryk 

begun of the “Hollywood 10” cited 


dispute, 
and Screen 


one 
for contempt of Congress, have ap- 
plied to the U. S. State Depart- 
ment for an extension of the di- 
rector’s six-month’s passport, which 


runs out shortly. Dmytryk is cur 


gency strike fund. SOPEG Is ex- rently in England, directing a film 
pected to follow suit shortly as part for J. Arthur Rank. 

of both oe strategy to build it’s understood that the U. S. 
up bargaining power via reserve ai trict attorney's office in Wash- 


pressure of a strike 

SPG execs revealed. that the 
basic area of disagreement was not 
wages, but the Guild’s demand for 
a union shop. Union shop clause, 
which gives management the right 
to hire, would compel all flacks 
to join SPG after a specific period 
of employment. Company execs 
are reluctant to grant the union 
shop because of their concern, as 


ington may oppose extension of the 
passport. General tightening up 
has taken place since the bail-skip- 
ping of the German Communist, 
Gerhardt Eisler. Dmytryk, how- 
ever, is an American citizen. 


EASTERN LAB WORKERS 
STYMIED ON NEW PACT 





expressed by Major Leslie R. 

Thompson of RKO, for numerous . eine : we 

publicists who have recently re- _Contract talks gp gp Pay tech 

signed from SPG. Majors have M!clans Local 702 anc the major 

also refused to make a counter- ¢astern labs have broken off after 

offer to the SPG’s demands for a 2 month of negotiations. With the 
previous pact expiring June 1, 


55 ; ike in flack wage scales. : 
66 to $10 bike in Hack wage scaies Local 702 execs are calling up the 


SPG, meantime, has opened head of their parent body, Richard 
amicable one gotiations W it h Walsh, prexy of the Interna- 
United Artists in separate contract tional Alliance of Theatrical 


talks. UA held out from joining 
the industry-wide committee, rep- 
ping all other companies except 
Engle Lion, on grounds that it was 
neither a producing nor theatre- 
owning company. In exploratory 
talks last week, SPG demanded in- 
sertion of the union shop, job se- With Local 702 bypassing wage 
Cuen) and wage hike provisions jaise demands, companies balked 
facing the other companies. at the union’s demands for sev- 
Based on reports that Metro was erance pay. increased vacations, a 
building a studio in Israel, the welfare fund and tightened secur- 
whitecollarite unions cabled gov- ity provisions. Joseph E. Mc- 
ernment officials there with a plea Mahon, Republic exec, is acting 
to prohibit construction until a chairman of the company commit- 
pact was signed. American News- tee with John J. Francavilla, Local 
paper Guild reporters in Israel 702 prexy, heading the union 
have also been asked to publicize pegotiators. 
the whitecollarite case. {Loew's 
veepee and chief counsel J. Robert 
Rubin previously told VARIETY ‘we 
have enough studios in Hollywood 
and London to want to add any 
more’’}. 


REP’S ATLANTA SALES 
MEET FOLLOWS CHi, N.Y. 


Republic wound up a_ two-day 
sales convention in Chicago yester- 
day (Tues.) 
heels of a sales conclave held in 
New York last Thursday and Fri- 
day (2-3). Presided over by James 
R. Grainger, veepee in charge of 7 
sales and distribution, the Gotham 
meet was addressed by company 
prez Herbert J. Yates. 

Chicago gathering was attended 
by Grainger, Edward L. Walton, 
assistant general sales manager; 
Walter L. Titus, Jr., diviston man- 
ager; John Curtin, Grainger’s as- 
sistant, as well as branch man- 
agers from midwest keys. Another 
two-day sales session concludes 
today ‘Wed.} in Atlanta. 


Service Employees, to intervene on 
their side. It was Walsh’s as- 
sistance two years ago that averted 
a lab workers’ walkout and con- 
cluded a two-year pact for the ap- 
proximately 2,000 workers in this 
phase of the industry. 





European Romances Hypo 
Rita, Ingrid’s Reissues 


Publicity Ingrid Bergman and 
Rita Hayworth have recently 
gained v‘a their romances abroad 
has spurted reissue value of their 
pix. Selznick was first to hop on 
the reissue possibilities by sending 
“Intermezzo” out again, and Co- 
lumbia has followed by rushing 
that followed on the distribution of “Cover Girl’ 
“You Were. Never Lovelier,”’ both 
Hayworth-starrers, as a dual-bill 
combination. 

“Intermezzo,” Miss Bergman's 
initial pic in this country, winds 
up a four-week engagement at the 
Little Carnegie, N.Y., this stanza. 
It has done excellently, garnering 
$6,000 the first week, a bit under 
$5,000 for both the second and 
third weeks, and will probably get 
around $3,500 this session. It’s now 
in its third frame at the Exeter, 
Boston, and aiso holding up well 
with about $6,500 the first week 
and almost $5,000 the second. 

The Col double-teature package 
has won heavy bookings from ex- 
hibs who have been using the ad 
technique of calling it “The Dance 
Battle of the Century,” since in 
one pic Miss Hayworth terps with 
Fred Astaire and in the other with 
Gene Kelly. 


Artkino Aide’s Alien 
Rap in Chi Still Holds 


Chicago, June 7. 
Irwin Franklin's plea for dismis- 





Texas Syndicate Sets 


$1,000,000 Prod. Fund 


Hollywood, June 7. 


William Moss closed a deal with 
a syndicate of Texas oil and hotel 
biggies to organize Lone Star Pic- 
tures, Inc. James O. O’Laughlin 
will function as president, with 
Moss as veepee. 


Outfit has set up a revolving aj of charges of failure to register 
fund of $1,000,000 to make pic- ay an alien during World War II 
tures, not only to appeal to the were overuled in Chi federal dis- 
general public but to plug the his- trict court last week. Franklin 
tory of Texas. First picture will who is midwest head of Artkimo 
be “Young Sam Houston. films, distributor of Soviet pix, 

Sa a was arrested last winter. 
Franklin contends that the 


ALICOATE RACK TO TV? 

Jack C. Alicoate, who resigned 
Jast week from the Eagle Lion 
homeoffice publicity department, is 
understood going into radio-tele- 
vision production. He was in that 
field prior to joining EL two and a gieceted prexy of the Screen Extras 
half years ago. Guild by 1,259 votes over the near- 

Staff of Leo Brody, EL publicity est competitor. 
manager, now comprises Herb Other successful candidates were 


charges are no longer apvlicable. 


SEG’s New Prexy 
Hollywood, June 7. 
Richard H. Gordon was. re- 





Sicinberg and Maria Van Siyke, Frankiyn Farnum, fest veepee: 
having been considerably pared in. Bess’ Flowers. second  veepee; 


Larry Steers, third veepee; Beulah 
Parkington, secretary, and Jeffrey 
, Sayre, treasurer. 


size during the past few weeks. 
Leon Brandt is acting head of the 
pub-ad department. 





and | 


3 Majors Sue Pirtles 


Springfield, Ill., June 3. 

RKO, Metro and 20th-Fox filed 
separate percentage fraud actions 
in Illinois district court last week 
against the D-B-A Pirtle circuit 
and Sherrill E., Warren and For- 
rest Pirtle. Group operates a string 
of theatres in southern Illinois and 
northern Missouri. 

Suits in each case seek recovery 
for damages resulting from false 
returns on percentage films. 


Variety Clubs’ Official 
Takeover of Saranac 
Hosp; N.Y. Tent Preems 


Variety Clubs International of- 
ficially takes over the Will Rogers 





Memorial Hospital at Saranac 
Lake, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) 


with a group of top showbiz execs 
scheduled to attend the ceremonies. 
Contingent making the junket in- 
cludes top echelon of most of the 
film companies and will be headed 
up by Variety International Chief 
barker Robert J. O’Donnell. 

A special train leaves N. Y. to- 
night (Wed.) for the dedication 
program Thursday and returns Fri- 
day morning. 

Present plans call for Variety to 
spend $200,000 the first year in en- 
larging and re-equipping the hosp, 
established originally in 1921 by 
National Vaudeville Artists for tu- 
berculosis patients. Patient ca- 
pacity is to be increased from 90 
to 140 beds and the latest X-Ray 
equipment will be installed. New 
staff building is also to be erected. 
Under Variety’s operation, the 
hosp will be available to the film 
industry and allied fields ‘exclud- 
ing those doing production, who 
are cared for by the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund in Hollywood). 


N. Y. Chapter Tees Off 

New York chapter of the Variety 
Clubs—Tent No. 53—had its official 
teeoff Friday (3) with the opening 
of the new clubrooms, located on 
the roof of the Hotel Astor. Adja- 
cent to the Astor Roof, the hotel’s 
open-air dancery, the headquarters 
comprise a reception room, lounge 
and clubroom, two cardrooms and 
a part of the open roof, where both 
drinks and food are served. Official 
inauguration of the clubrooms is 





now being set by Max Wolff, chair- 


man of the house committee. 

| Fred Block is executive manager 
of the Tent, with Fred Schwartz 
| serving as admissions chairman. 

| Siete ieee : 


Albany Tent’s Tourney 
Albany. 

The Variety Club of Albany is 
holding its seventh annual golf 
tourney here June 13 at Shaker 
Ridge Country Club. About 150 
will play in the tournament, in- 
cluding film biz people from all 
over the area. Arthur Newman 
and Nate Winig are co-chairmen 

in charge of arrangements. 











| Heineman’s Exit 


Continued from page 3) See! 





ert R. Young reportedly is unwill- 
ing to up the ante to Heineman. 

In that case the EL distribution 
topper has no problem regarding 
a job. All the time he has been 
working for EL he has been under 
the contract to Universal, which 
arranged a loanout deal with 
Young when EL was being set up. 
So, at any time he desires, if 
Young doesn't meet the terms of 
the contract, Heineman is free to 
return to U. : 

EL’s billings have been some- 
thing of a phenomenon recently, 
as a result of some strong drawing 
pix which are currently in release. 
Billings one week shot up to $520.- 
000 and have been running regu- 


larly for some weeks now around 
$350,000, including returns from 
tail-end selling for Selznick Re- 


leasing Organization. EL hits the 
break-even point at between $240.- 
000 and $275,000. depending on 
how many indie pix are in release 
al the time. In any case company 
has been coming up with a sub- 
Stantial profit. Last week its bill- 
Ings were $110,000 on Walter Wan- 
ger’s Tulsa” and $26,000 on ° Red 
Shoes,” alone 

Difficulty is that the studio has 
been closed down since about last 
November and EL has acquired no 
indie pix to piece out its program. 
As a result, the mill is running 
down and there's little product in 
prospect, aside from two Bryan 
Foy pix now in work. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


When Danny Kaye shifted from Samuel Goldwyn to the Warner 
Bros. lot, he did a marathon audition for producer Jerry Wald “to give 


-you an idea of what I can do.” In New York last week Wald went 
through the same thing with Milton Berle, now that the TV comedian 
is set for a WB film, “Always Leave ’Em Laughing.” It was for that 


reason that the “celebrity night” a week ago Sunday at Leon & Eddie's. 
N. Y., bistro on West 52d street, which “honored” Berle—and was ac- 
tually a means for the comedian-star to permit an old friend, Eddie 
Davis, owner of L&E’s, to cash in—saw Berle doing a tireless stint. 
Following Davis and his entire show, Berle did almost two hours on the 
cafe floor, well past 3 a.m. It was an unusual treat for the customers 
(Leon & Eddie’s grossed some $15,000 that night), but was actually 
primed for Wald’s special edification ‘just to give you an idea of what | 
can do.” For the convincer, Wald saw 10 hours of Berle-Texaco kine- 
scopings. 


Probability is seen that there will be a reversal of the plans of David 
O. Selznick to transfer to the east his pub-ad topper, Paul MacNamara 
DOS some weeks ago was planning the shift, with MacNamara slated 
to work with Robert M. Gillham, Selznick Releasing Organization's 
eastern pub-ad chief. 

MacNamara is under contract to Selznick, but with lack of produc- 
tion and DOS in Europe for six months or longer, there has been little 
for him to do. It was because of this that the switch to New York was 





contemplated. Later a deal was worked out with Metro by which the 
chief Selznick flack was to be loaned out to handle “Quo Vadis.” Post- 
ponement for a year of the scheduled production of that pic in Italy 
caused the cancellation of the MacNamara deal. 

“Mighty Joe Young,” which likely will follow “Johnny Allegro” into 
the Rivoli, N. Y., may get a new tag for general release. It’s a new 
King Kong adventure, and one title suggested is “Return of King 


Kong”; another is ‘‘King Kong Back Home.” 

Not only is “Young” patterned along the lines of the original “Kong” 
made about 16 years ago but it has the same producers. John Ford 
and Merian C. Cooper again are at the production helm while Ernest 
B. Shoedsack directed both; also Willis O’Brien, technical creato: 
chief technician on “Kong.” 


wus 


Continuing to use its stars to promote product and help exhibitors 
build customer goodwill on the local level, 20th-Fox this week brought 
Richard Widmark in from the Coast for two personal appearances. He's 
scheduled to show tomorrow ‘Thursday) at the launching of Loew's 
Poli theatres’ “Summer Show Season” in Worcester, Mass., and will 
be on hand the following day for the rededication of Century Circuit's 
Park theatre in New Hyde Park, L. I. Full use of the company’s stars 
for such purposes was set in 20th’s recently-announced sales policy 

Reports of community film council activities from all parts of the 

| country will highlight the second annual meeting of the Film Council 
of America to be held in Chicago July 30-31. With the accent on 
audio visual education, the conclave will be attended by film producers, 
distributors and educators. Session will be concurrent with the 1949 
annual Audio-Visual Convention & Trade Show. 

Currently shooting at 20th-Fox is “Wabash Avenue,” known in 
as “Coney Island,’ with a different locale but the same femme 
Betty Grable, and the same producer, William Perlberg Victor 
Mature is currently playing the role formerly played by George Mont- 
gomery. 


Real-Life Prep Studes ROME HUDDLES ON M-C’S 
‘Not the Type, Sez M-G STALLED QUO ‘VADIS’ 


Metro's talent department is 
throwing out a dragnet for boys to 
appear in an upcoming prep school 
film, ‘The Varmints,”’ but real-life 
prep school students are being 
given the go-by. Three top roles 
for kids between 14-16 are open 
but Metro scouts Al Altman and 
Dudley Wilkinson don’t want ama- 
teurs because they require too 
much _ preparation. Selections. 
which have to be made within the 
next few days, will be looked over i <i : 
/by producer Carey Wilson in New and plans to remain in Italy for 
York before screen tests are made. several weeks. 

Film, based on the Owen John- - 
son juvenile series, may be _ shot 


1943 
Star, 


Metro studio exec E. J. Mannix 
flew to Italy Monday (6) for hud- 


dles with Henry Henigson, unit 
manager on M-G’s upcoming pro- 
duction of “Quo Vadis” in Rome. 
| Film has been delayed until next 
year because of an eye infection 
suffered by star Gregory Peck, and 
Mannix is to advise Henigson on 
what to do in the meanwhile. 
Mannix arrived in New York 
from the Coast over the weekend 











at Lawrenceville Prep school in C -Agnew | 
New Jersey, the locale for the asanave 
books. Settings will be done in 3— Continued from page 5 — 


the 1890's style. 
fence between it and MPSC’s other 
product. 
Emphasis is now being placed 


U.S. MAJORS’ FILMS "sy —_— 
FOR BELGIAN FESTIVAL ‘evi ct, 'wntt' sts i he 


Despi “ei Globe, N. Y., after “Champion.” 
espite the general disinterest ihe present tenant. Agnew, who is 
of. U. S. film companies in most 


: : “ : ack at the 
foreign film festivals in recent Ape Tig agger Aig aiomhen 
months, five of the American ma- of new distribution deals for Eng- 
ees ae ae in the Second lish-language product to be made 
big oS 4 ele hede ee ,abroad. He has closed one pact 
Belg: j ee ae oute, since he’s been overseas for release 
elgium, June 18-July 10. Entry in this country of “Pagliacci.” The 
of the Hollywood studios was dis- Leon site 4 a wan filmed in 
closed Monday (6) by John G. Me- ital “Te eevee " vit the La 
Carthy, managing director of the Seais - i “aoa eee 
reebok Assn. of America’s "iaeumaenr te now being filmed 
international division. “‘aerane P fat 
Metro is submitting “The Hills A playa gg a he psy 
of Home.” while others are “Sorry, reas sme coast . a , ieterle 
Wrong Number” (Par), “The Win. | Produced and directed by sige 
dow” (REO), “Yellow Sky” (20th) | een a eaneing oy eee MPSC. 
and “Johnny Belinda’ (WB), gare aan ahaa $100,000 
in dollars for Western Hemisphere 
rights. Caramelli is putting up !" 
lire the rest of the budget, which 
‘runs to the equivalent of about 
$500,000. Dieterle has a participal- 
ing interest in MPSC’s dollar pro- 
ceeds and has already received eX- 
penses and an advance from the 





Judy Holliday’s Pix Dates 


Actress Judy Holiiday left New 
York for the Coast Saturday (4), 
several weeks ahead of schedule. to 
join the cast of Metro's “Adam's 
Rib,” which went into production 
last Wednesday (1). Miss Holliday 


previously had acted in some back- Agnew-Casanave dollar contribu: 

ground scenes in N.Y. with Tom | tion. 

ae Starring in the pic are Anna 
hile in Hollywood, the actress Magnani, Geraldine Brooks 2d 


Is expected to test for Columbia's 

“Born Yesterday,” doing the part 

Which she originated in the long- 
; tun Broadway legiter. 


Rosanno Brazzi. Erskine Caldweu, 
now in Italy, has been inked to 
write the English dielog for tbe 
original Italian script. 


pm om 
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fA | ™ Were Strangers’ 





<>, (New York City) 


COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 


JENNIFER JOHN 
JONES + GARFIELD 


PepRo ARMENDARIZ 


in JOHN HUSTON’S 


“We WERE STRANGERS 





BACK THE U5. . , 
sams noms oui 4 Gilbert Roland: Ramon Novarro-Wally Cassell: David Bond - seen lay by PETER VIERTEL ond JOHN HUSTON 


from Robert Sylvester’s novel, ‘ROUGH SKETCH’: AN HORIZON PRODUCTION - Directed by J O H N H U STO N * Produced by S. P A EAG LE 


NOW IN ITS /th WEEK AT THE ASTOR THEATRE ON BROADWAY 
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getting quite an advertising play | 
© 6 from Rinehart, but big splurge of | 
Zz f [ ‘the past month has been given to_ 

U era l “Father of the Bride,” authored | 
: ‘by Edward Streeter, by Simon & 
|Schuster. Streeter is vice-presi- | 
dent of the Fifth Avenue Bank, | 
N. Y. His “Dere Mable,” in World | 
War I, hit about 500,000 copies. | 











AP’s 6-Yir. Delayed Correction newspaper, Army and Navy, Cat- 
Unique situation of the Asso- skill Mountains, auto, food, Irish, 
ciated Press correcting dispatches Hoosier, New England, Wild West, | 
sent out more than six years be- after-dinner and Broadway humor. | 





fore developed on Friday (3). On That’s enough humor to make qq + ’ ’ 
Jan. 21 and 23, 1943, the AP sent your belly ache...with laughs! Heiress Cook S Tour To 
to its members several stories A swell hunk for after-dinner 


based on a copyrighted yarn in the | speakers, stage and parlor enter- 
Akron (O), Beacon-Journal. The tainers. Get this book and you 
pieces declared that the Navy was) won't have to put on a lampshade 
investigating reports that sick tg make the company laugh. It’s 
Guadalcanal Marines were forced the real thing in humor no| 
to unload their own supplies when fajsies! Joe Laurie, Jr. 

the National Maritime Union crew 


N.Y. Ist of Par’s Similar 
Stunts With Other Pix 


Paramount-sponsored junket to 
New York this week of publicity- 





of a merchant ship refused to work pjjjing vs. Rogge Suit Dismissed advertising directors for 11 cir- 
on Sunday because of union regu- Elizabeth Dilling’s $500,000 suit, Cults for consultation on promo- 
lations. against O. John Rogge, former asst. tional and advertising plans for 

The allegations were attributed \y ¢ attorney General for libel “The Heiress” is costing the dis- 
to six vets and added that \.. dismissed in Chi federal dis-| trib about $2,500. Max E. Young- 


stein. Par’s new pub-ad director, 
devised the idea. 

Youngstein plans to bring other 
similar groups to New York on a 


confirmation came from an anony- 
mous high official. ‘A thorough 
investigation conducted at the in- 
stance of the AP has produced no 


trict court. Suit was based on an 
article in PM newspaper attributed 
to Rogge and purporting to be a 
secret report to the attorney gen- 


ridence attributing such conduct oe aby , f 
ak - ccaadent to an NMU €¢ral in which Miss Dilling was rotational basis to see and talk 
. € ithe d i -civ iwitia 4 oi . 
crew,” the wire service’s six-year- linked to subversive activities. about other of the company’s big 
delaved correction declared, ap- Albert Dilling, her attorney and pjx. The $2,500 cost is viewed as 


former husband, said he could not 
prove his case because both Ralph 
Ingersoll, former publisher of PM 


minor in radio to the entire pro- 


pending a request for papers which 
motional and ad budget on a major 


ran the original stories to print 





the erratum. © oe film. 

and John P. Lewis, former manag- The 11 “guest consultants” ar- 
Frank’s Discordant Note ing editor, denied knowing how ,...q in New. York yesterday 
Stanley Frank’s concert biz ar-| the story got into the paper. Affi- 7iocday) morning. along with 

ticle in last week’s (June 4) issue davit from Sigurd Schultz, former sehenanan t’s field + . 
of Collier's. “Geniuses Have It | Chi Tribune foreign correspondent, |; 2™amount's tela reps, ™ ag os 
Tough, Too,” has stirred a hornet’s told that in 1938 plaintiff ha‘ give having theit orst Opportunity to 
nest in longhair circles. Columbia the Nazi party salute at rally in confab with Youngstem ee? ri 
Nuremberg, Germany. took over two weeks ago. Whole 


Artists Mgt. and National Concert 





& Artists Corp., the two leading group was given a luncheon yes- 
bureaus in the concert manage- Pat Frank’s Squawk terday, then viewed the film and 
ment field, have already taken Pat Frank, newspaperman attended a reception at the Essex 
positive steps, claiming the article author of “Mr. Adam,” novel from House. 

false and libelous. which Jack Kirkland’s' recent; Par prez Barney Balaban, veepee 


Broadway flop was adapted, had 
consulted attorneys and show biz 
friends before opening as to his 
rights to withdraw his “book or 


Paul Raibourn and sales chief Al 
Schwalberg spoke to the men at 
the luncheon. Balaban made an 


NCAC’s co-owners, O. O. Bottorff 
and Marks Levine, said “the article 
falsely presents operations in the 
management field” and that “our 


company and we as individuals are make a statement because of Kirk- | 4;, eclarin hat bv bringing | 
held up to ridicule and _ public land’s play treatment. Frank said | ~ de 8 tr y bringing | 

se : : 4 : Baheifzags exhibs into the “‘overall industry 
contempt. They instructed their the rights had been disposed of | family” many pictures “can be 


attorneys, McAloon & Hirschberg, by his agent when he was abroad 
and without giving him a chance 
to approve the stage script. 


made better pictures by the work 


to institute a libel suit against Col- : 
you contribute here. 


lier’s for $1,000,000. Hirschberg 
stated Monday (6) he was drawing 
up papers and would serve same Smiths’ (No Bros.) {n-Drops 

this week in N.Y. supreme court. “Low and Inside” (Doubleday; 
_Columbia, while approving the ¢950) is a seasonable and breezy 
NCAC suit, was going a little more ¢ojjection of baseball anecdotes and 
slowly. It claims to have been oddities by Ira L. Smith and H 
“shocked” at Collier’s “irrespon- | ajjen Smith (no relation). The au- 
sibility” in publishing such a story thentic horsehide yarns were culled 





advertising discussion at the of- 
fices of Buchanan & Co., Par’s ad 
agency, which will also luncheon 
them. This afternoon there will 
be a publicity, exploitation and 
promotion discussion, followed by 
a trade press interview. 


by “a ee ok and has had from a 25-year collection made by| The “guest consultants” are 
ae ry “ — psec new Ira Smith, a vet newspaperman.| Harry Browning, New England 
editor, Lou Ruppel. Ruppel dis- | | eo Herschfield has done a neat, Theatres, Boston; Everett C. Cal- 


claims responsibility for the article illustrating job. | low, Warner Bros. Theatres, Philly; 





as the work of his predecessor : i 
ot le oh Alice N. Gorham, United Detroit 
— Columbia, and has CHATTER | Theatres, Detroit; Frank Starz 
re ssign a reporter to. ; : ; ‘ 


J. C. Furnas writing a life of | Interstate Circuit, Dallas; Mar- 
Robert Louis Stevenson. | garet Goodrich, Greater Indianap- 
Mike Todd to be profiled by Olis Amusement Co., Indianapolis; 
William Hollander, Balaban 


write a new story on the concert 
biz to run in the fall. 

Columbia says this is unaccept- 
able, as they want something pub- Maurice Zolotow for Satevepost. 
lished sooner, and in definite form New novel just completed by Katz, Chicago; Seymour Morris, 
of 2 re raction. Meantime, it is Hugh Stewart and Edwin Seaver. a Circuit, Gloversville, N. Y.; 
going | shes , ssoumnbiiang letters | Pete Martin, ABC script editor, | and James Nairn, Famous Players- 
i Magee o a - ees, engage- nearing completion of a historical |Canadian Corp., Toronto. Repping 
Saas wg. pred wed mag S| novel. _the three major circuits operating 
paign. Its lawyers tt ‘oe "ane Avon reprints John Wilstach’s | SS ee a ee eee 
marking time, waiting on Collier's tag nape mover, “The Fate 6 | te ae hy can” ag Pe 

: ay Delroy. » Oo oews, an arry 


According to Ward French, Co- 
lumbia board chairman, “the arti- Warners will publish the Seabis- | Mandel, of RKO. 


cle is replete with malice. Its Cvit Racing Form to plug its forth- » 
author must have based his infor- ¢™!ng picture, “The Story of Sea- 
mation on the talk of disgruntled | biscuit.” | 
artists and of rival managers, with- |, The Bcb Considines, visiting 
out checking the facts firsthand.” Spain after a stopover in Lourdes, 
“ - France, gg back in the U. S. in 
erns Dickering for N. O. Item ‘Wo weeks. also spend a good dez is ti 

It is reported in New Orleans _Broadway publicist and colum- on the le ogy sn cathy tho 
that J. David Stern and his son, "nist Hy Gardner’s new series for | “overall coordinator of the national 
David Stern lI, are negotiating for Parade mag, which is a weekend advance publicit loitation ¢ 
The it ‘ er ee aaa’ & : ep city, exploitation and 

em or have actually consum e€ y 24 metropolitan promotion campaign “Se 
mated a deal. No confirmation Newspapers, is putting the accent snq Delilah.” Pi ? i be ae 
could be had from either side. One 0" Show people. Mag has no out-  } d until ear!  eaet a ee 
report is that formal announce. let. in New York or Los Angeles. | ~©45€@ Untl’ early aes yoat, ee 
ment of the purchase will be made John Keating, freelance mag Seven-month campaign will be 
in August. writer, was appointed last week ‘aged for it. 

Elder Stern was publisher of The the drama features editor of Cue! Condon, who started Monday (6), 
Philadelphia Record until he fold- ™ag, succeeding Seymour Peck, Will spend about two weeks at the 
ed it about three years ago as a Who resigned to join the staff of | h.o., then head for the Coast. There 
result of a strike. Young Stern the new daily, the N. Y. Compass. he'll see the picture and huddle 
was publisher of the Camden (N. J.) Keating’s wife, Mary Anne Keat-, with producer Cecil B. DeMille and 
Courier-Post and was in negoiia- ing. is an apprentice pressagent in | studio publicity chief Norman Sie- 
tion last year for the Seattle Star. Bernard Simon’s office. /gel on campaign plans. Tour of 
but the deal fell through. Irish Minister for Justice Sean} 12-15 cities will begin after that 
MacEoin has named the Justice Youngstein’s third appointment 
Wilson’s ‘Cheesecake’ Kevin Haugh as chairman of the was Joe Tisman as art director 

Ear! Wilson, the N. Y. Post Censorship of Publications Appeal Department previous! had rt 
saloon editor, has done it again. Board. Also on the board will be chief. Tisman was with Wai : 

He has piled up some more Film Censor Richard Hayes; W. F. Bros for about 20 ve ged 
Jauaghs in his latest book, “Let Pyle. Dublin U.; Prof. Liam .c a gong 











Par’s Accent 
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’em Eat Cheesecake,” (Double- O'Briain, University College, Gal- 7. °°. ; 
day, $2.95). It starts off with a Way. and H. B. O'Hanlon. “a as a special art consultant. 
funny dedication to the Collector _ The third volume in Crown umenstock succeeds Stanley 


of Internal Revezue and is fol- P'blishers’ “best plays” series, “25 Shuford, who resigned a couple of 
lowed by a delightful intro- Best Plays of the Modern Theatre; Weeks ago. 
duction by Arthur Godfrey. There’s Fatly Series,’” was published yes- | 

chapter after chapter of laughs, teraay (Tues.). Book covers the! Silliphant’s Post 

some old, many new, and re-| Médern American theatre from Stirling Silliphant was named 
prints of a few of his top col- 1916-1929 and includes works by chief of the 20th-Fox ad-publicity 
umns and articles. The book is Eugene O'Neill, Robert E. Sher- department’s special events pote 
packed with names, of headliners “ood, Ben Hecht, George S. Kauf- promotions this week, in which 

in show biz, politics, religion and ™an, Maxwell Anderson and Philip pacity he is te supervise us a 





sports. If everybody named in the Ferry. week tormer - a 
book would buy one, Wilson would | Maxwell Anderson's dramatiza- le ae arly handieg by Si 
have nothing to worry about. He tion of Alan Paton's “Cry, the Be- Giniph ant will w , 

covers everything from nudism to loved Country,” with music by .°))tPhant will work with 20th 


television and as extra good meas- Kurt Weill, will be published in exploitation manager Rodney Bush 


ure offers illustrations by Galdone the fall by Scribners. If, as ex- / lining up world preems, region- 
which are plenty good. pected, the show’s title is changed, al Saturation campaigns and build- 

The book contains Smith & the published edition will be re- ing exhibitor service. He left Mon- 
Dale’s uproarious “Dr. Kronkheit” vised accordingly. Play is slated day (6) for Denver to huddle with 
routine, Harry Hershfield’s 10 for fall production by the Play- Fox Inter-Mountain Theatre execs 
best gags, besides Hollywood wrights’ Co. ms on the June 28 preem there of 
humor, doctor’s humor, baby, golf, “Opus 21,” by Philip Wylie, is | “Sand.” 


‘all-out pitch for exhibitor coopera- | 


Today (Wed.) they will hold an | 


& | 


director, and recently was on the | 


a 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








Dark Canyon, June 5. 
Before some whispering campaigner hints that in praising “Home of 


‘the Brave” as the best picture of the fiscal year ending June 30 1 am 


in a poor position to cast the first posey, perhaps I’¢ better explain how 


‘I came to be the godfather of that Negro baby. 


In the first place he isn’t all Negro. He is three-quarters Negro and 
one-quarter Japanese. I had hoped to keep this among my secret 
souvenirs, but with Hollywood now going overboard on colored pictures 
some scurrilous character would be sure to dig up this as the ultimate 
proof that you can always trust a Scully to rush in where even aryan 
angels fear to tread. 

It happened during the war. Long California’s grief commissioner 
without portfolio, it was only natural that a father who was half black 
and half yellow should come to me about solving his problem. His 
colored wife had given birth to twins and he was having difficulty 
finding sponsors. The general community feeling was that drowning 
would be too good for them. 

In a corner of our garden was some high pampas grass, and the 
disconsolate father looked toward it much as the parents of Moses 
must have looked toward those bullrushes. 

Enfants, Cafe Au Lait 

“You know.” he said, “I’m half Nipponese and half Negro. I mean 
I have two strikes on me already. People hate me twice as much as 
they do almost anybody else. But I sure would like to get those babies 
baptized.” 

I told him not to give the problem another thought, that between 
us we would find enough people to sponsor his jaundiced little picka- 
ninnies. 

We soon found out, however, that as in peace so in war. If you 
want a thing done right, do it yourself. And I’m glad we did our duty 
first hand, for in doing so Mme. Scully and I ran across a person with- 
out a shred of racial prejudice. 

Our beautiful little pickaninny was the first of the twins to be bap- 
tized. and while his brother was being ducked in the fount we went 
out and sat in the main part of the church. 

Sitting in the last pew, Mme. Scully and I agreed there are no more 
beautiful bundles in the world than black babies. 

Meanwhile, as we laughed at the baby’s antics, walking around the 
church was an Old Black Joe. After he had made a complete tour of 
the holy paintings, he leaned over the back of our pew and looked at 
the delicious chocolate drop in Mme. Scully’s arms. 

“Lovely baby,” he said. “Yours?” 

The more I’ve thought about that gentle inquiry the more I've ad- 
mired that Old Black Joe’s liberation from the chains that bind the 
rest of us. He was so wonderfully free from color-prejudice he didn't 
even notice that the baby was black and we were white. 

It is not uncommon to observe this color-blindness among children, 
| but among adults it is rare. Moppets seem to pick up their first preju- 
dices with their school lunches. But up to the age of five or six they are 
free from this malignant growth on the boay politic. 
| Now that vaude has been revived at the Palace it might inspire old- 
timers to learn of another example of tolerance from one of their own, 
This branch of show biz, incidentally, has always been free from racism. 

If Winter Comes 

This story concerns the son of the late Winona Winter, who in turn 
was the daughter of that old minstrel, Banks Winter. Winona was 
| married to Norman Sper and they had one child. Each year, as Lib- 
erty’s sports editor, Sper collected ballots of 2,000 college football play- 
ers. From these he selected his All-Players’ All-American. 

But the year 1939 jammed the v@ting machines badly. The balloting 
showed Kenny Washington of UCLA as the choice for the Douglas Fair- 
banks’ most valuable player trophy. Kenny Washington was a Negro. 

Norman Sper, Jr., then 13, observed his father walking up and down 
like a caged lion. The kid asked his dad what was the trouble”? 

“It’s this most valuable player thing,’’ explained Sper, Sr. 
| giving me the creeps.” 

“You mean there’s a tie or something?” the kid asked. 

It was explained to him that the problem wasn’t as simple as that. 
There were race factors, sectional prejudices and other matters 
| involved. ‘ 

“But who has the most votes?” the kid pursued. 

“Kenny Washington.” 

“Well, what else is there to do but to give it to him?” 

Sper did, and the brickbats he expected, from the south especially, 
never arrived. 

Kenny Washington has just announced his retirement from pro 
football, a great credit to the game and to his race—the human race. 
In fact he has been appointed to the board of park commissioners of 
Los Angeles. 
| It would be nice to see this precedent carried on next spring when 
the balloting for the 1949 Academy awards begins. James Edwards, 
| who stars in “Home of the Brave,” is not a white boy in blackface. He 
isn’t simulating something he isn’t, as he might in “Gentleman's Agree- 
ment.” He is a Negro. More, he is a great actor in a great picture, 
produced, written and directed by a great trio. 
| You don’t really realize how great “Home of the Brave” is until days 
later when you remember that there’s not a dame in the picture. To 
hold suspense for 86 minutes without some sex-appealing white shadow 
lousing up the South Seas is due to great writing, directing and acting. 
By exercising monastic restraint in this vital issue of dolls or no dolls, 
Screen Plays made the whole picture for $525,000. 

Once dining with Mike Curtiz I suggested that, for a novelty he make 


“18 


|a picture of terrific but limited appeal and sell it away from areas 
_ Which would be automatically prejudiced against it. 


7 ~ The Pilgrimage ‘Play’ 

Sell it,” I said, “the way a Louis fight is sold. Tell people in 
Memphis, ‘This picture will not be shown in Memphis this year, next 
year or any year. To see it you'll have to trek to New York, just as 


_you do to see the Statue of Liberty’!” 


As I was embroidering the theme Mike jumped from the table to 

telephone his office. It seemed to him a bigger idea than the “Birth of 
a Nation.” 
__ But so far I have seen no evidence that Mike has cashed in on the 
idea. I therefore consider his option has expired and am offering it to 
Stanley Kramer and particularly to George Glass, his hep confrere. 
Considering that “Home of the Brave” grossed $43,000 in its first week 
at the Woods theatre, Chicago, excursions from the Mississippi delta 
to the Loop are already in order. 

The same pitch could not be used, however, in California. In Bur- 
bank, for instance, a faubourg of L. A., there are ordinances against 
Negroes sleeping overnight within the city limits. Exceptions, of course, 
are made for colored cooks and nursemaids, but all males must scram 
before sundown. 

Jt struck me that a nice batch of news clippings could be amassed if 

Brave were released in these communities which cut their liberties 00 
the bias. Next some stooge would have to be prevailed upon to seek 
an injunction against showing a Negro actor on the screen, of Burbank, 
say, after 6 p.m. Moves to vacate the writ, to amend, to appeal could 
make the case a cause celebre and the resulting publicity might easily 
run into millions of dollars at the boxoffice before the Supreme Court 
denounced all parties to the action. 

All I ask if the device is used is that I be reimbursed with a pair of 
sterling silver drinking cups for our little chocolate drops. I find that 
this is the duty of every godfather, and so far I haven't been able te 


) Sequester eight bucks for purchase of same. 
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Clips from Film Row 


SEEEFEF4EFFF OOF FOF OO OOoos 
NEW YORK , year in film business for its owner, 


Nie. |R. R. Biechele. He is a director 

Astor Pictures (Bob Savini) to of Kansas Missouri Theatre Assn. 
distrib two westerns produced) and of the national exhibitors’ or- 
by Three Crown Productions, | ganization. 


” 


titled “Trouble at Melody Mesa” | 








| J. A. Becker, head of Associated | 
Theatres which operates three 


and “Bad Man from Big Bend.” 
eemacunpnanatel |houses in Independence, Mo., will 
| handle a fourth theatre, the Engle- 


ALBANY wood, scheduled to open soon in 


Town of Ulster repealed — the Intercity district. 


nance barring Sunday films. e- wei 
DALLAS 


peal followed a public monet no | 

aring in favor of its re- 
—- Frank Starz, Interstate press 
formerly at Con- chief, back from state tour | on 
gress, Saratoga Springs, and also preems of “Streets of Laredo. 


Jerry Segal, 
x-Walter Reade manager, ap- “Calamity Jane and Sam Bass” 
poner Saratoga world preeming June 8 at Majestic 


pointed manager of ‘$ ; 
rive-i is is a Fabian-Hell-| with first postwar bond sale gim- 
eo so mick. Yvonne De Carlo, Howard 


ena Seener. Duff, Dorothy Hart and Willard 


Parker in from Coast for preem. 

CHICAGO | Tim Stamps joined Tower Pic- 

Chi censor board had a light tures exchange here as salesman; 

month during May, pinking only he formerly was booked for Wal- 

four French pix, “Woman of Evil,” | lace Blankenship circuit and also 
“My Last Mistress,” “Jennie La- | with Columbia exchange. 

mour” and “Room Upstairs.” . I ( 

Republic Pictures held two-day Lyric in Groves which is operated 

gales meeting this weekend with by the Jefferson Amus. Co. Rooks 

James R. Grainger in for confabs. was former manager of Lisbon here 
Stewart McKay resigned his | for OK Theatres circuit. 


sales job with RKO. BOSTON 


Robert Nelson, owner of the 
Grays Lake Outdoor theatre, Grays Suceday, July 14; in date vet for 
Variety Club’s annual golf tourna- 


Lake, Ill., filed the fourth —— 
equity suit in Chi federal distric ont “el Gane teeth Gell Chub. 
Weston. 


court last week. 
Wilfred DuFresne of New Bed- 
LOS ANGELES ford recalled to Republic sales staff 
Construction started on the| to take over western Massachusetts 
Panorama, 1,000-seater, in Pano- 
rama City, new community in San 
Fernando Valley. Will be oper- 
ated by company headed by Max Dick Owens, manager of Capitol, 
Torodor. Lynn, for E. M. Loew, transferred 


Jennings. 


W. L. Rooks named manager of | doing so well that this year’s out- 





Harry Gold checked out as sales|to booking department at home- 
manager for Howard Hughes’ in- 
dependent pictures with the ex- 
piration of his three-year contract. 
All Hughes’ indie films are now 
under the RKO banner. 

Sherrill Corwin and_ Lester 
Blumberg bought controlling in- 
terests from E. S. (Ned) Calvi in 


Berler. 


road show record in the Hub either 
for films or legit. 


DES MOINES 








Plaza and California theatres, ne 
: : Kermit Carr named district man- 
Hawthorne, Calif. ager for oe Theatre ——. 
as succeeding A. G. Stolte, who an- 
PHILADELPHIA | nounced retirement recently. Carr 


B. F. Keith, one time showplace | has been with Tri-States for 15) 


of Keith circuit here and lately a| years. Carr’s place at Waterloo as 
film house, shuttered Sunday (5).| manager at Strand, Waterloo, goes 
Will be rebuilt as new deluxer by | to Don Knight, who has been man- 
owner William Goldman. New ager of Roosevelt here. 
house, a 2,500-seater, will be flag- Leo F. Wolcott reelected chair- 
ship of Goldman chain. man of board of Allied Independent 
Two-week clearance difference | Theatre Owners of Iowa and Ne- 
between Wildwood theatres and|braska. Other officers include A. 
new Harbor theatre, in neighbor-'|C. Myrick, president; Helmer 
ing resort, Stone Harbor, was cut| Huhnke, secretary, and J. 
to one day temporarily at hearing | Evans, treasurer. At convention 
in Federal Court before Judge Wil- | held here, the Finneran plan was 
liam H. Fitzpatrick. Jack and Anne | approved. 
Greenberg, owners of MHarbor,|) Myron Blank, manager of Central 
sought to eliminate unfavorable | States, announces that in honor of 
clearance before opening of thea- his father’s birthday anni on July 
tre this month. _27, which also marks A. H. Blank’s 


—— 50th anni in the picture business, 
KANSAS CITY 


| there will a celebration at 
' .. | Breezy Point Lodge. Pelican Lake, 

Second annual spring convention 
of Allied Independent Theatre 


| Minn., July 11-15 with ali managers 
; : ‘in Central States Theatre Corp. 
ore vd eo eee Inc., | and Tri-States Theatre Corp. as 
opene ere wi uncheon at! 
Muehlebach hotel, presided over by Gussie. Anew Tey memners 6 te 
O. F. Sullivan, Allied prexy. Sched- 
uled for airing at meet are many 
controversial issues, including a 
islation proposed on taxes and li- . 
censes, television and 16m com- Pix Baffled 
etition. 
Pp The Osage, Kansas-side subse- |" Continued from page 3 
quent-run, doing heavy exploita- information on the public reaction 
tion this month, celebrating 37th | to our product.” 

Biz currently is somewhat off due 
in part to weather. There’s al- 
ways a swing away from theatres 
|to outdoor sports and recreation 
| when the sun starts to give warmth 
and the beach becomes more at- 





the big birthday party. 




















New York Theatres 














tractive than any picture. That | 
BETTY GRABLE situation generally improves in 
“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE | August. Currently, however, 


| grosses are somewhat below this 
| seasonal slump. 
One of the reasons suggested has 
| been television. Study by major 
companies reveals, however, no 
/ noticeable difference in areas, such 
/as New York, with a heavy con- 
'centration of TV sets and those 
territories where there is no tele 
at all. 

Part of the blame is being laid 
to a weak run of pix, but of a 


From BASHFUL BEND" 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
ON ICE STAGE—Exeerpts from ‘Mile. Modiste’ 
starring ARNOLD SHODA - JEAN ARLEN 
ON WONDER STAGE —BERRY BROS. 
VIOLA LAYNE GASTON PALMER 


___ROxX 7th Ave. & 


5th st. Cc 














|execs questioned during the past 
| couple weeks, few felt certain that 
they could put their finger on a 
reason for the b.o. softness and 
there wasn’t much agreement in 
| the reasons they did give. . 
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dustryites is the apparent public 
apathy regarding films. There’s no 
excitement concerning pictures and 
no urge to go to theatres. One exec 
suggested that “people seem to 
have gotten out of the habit of 
| going to the movies regularly.” 


Spencer Tracy * Deborah Kerr+ 


“EDWARD, MY SON”’ 


fan Hunter Leveen MacGrath James 
Donald - Mervyn Johns - Harriette Johns 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





office, assisting head booker Phil | Castille” 


Disney Pix for Germany 


Washington, June 7. 

Batch of Walt Disney pix are to 
be shown in the western zones of 
Germany under currency guaran- 
tee by the Economic Cooperation 
Administration. Films include two 
features—“Fantasia” and “Snow 
White and Seven Dwarfs’”—plus 
12 shorts. Bookfilm International, 


'small N. Y. distributor, is making 


a $70,000 investment, mainly in 
prints and German language dub- 
bing. 

ECA will convert frozen German 


| marks into dollars up to the $70,- | 
| 000 laid out. 


Profits on the pic- 


many for the time being. 





Mex Film Picture 


Seen Brighter 


Mexico City, June 7. 
Mexican pic producers are start- 
ing to recoup coin they lost on 
many 1948 productions. They’re 


put should easily top the 82 last 
year, 
eral secretary of the directors’ 
union, which has 60 members, of 
whom 50 are natives. All studios 
here are busy, he said, and 1949 
production will cost some $10,000,- 
000. That compares with $6,500,000 


last year, on the basis of $70,000 | 


average for top pix, and $35,000 
each for the others. 
Union members, said Aguilar are 


and Rhode Island territories, for-| Selling producers on the idea that | 
merly handled by the late Jack | 


best bets are pix with history 
themes, sans political phaSes, and 
costume films. He explained they 


got the idea from the boxoffice | 


click here of “A Captain from 
(20th) and the sock 
Spanish film, “Locura de Amor” 


| Others in the trade say a record 


organizations will be on hand for | 


| One of the aspects baffling in- 


production this year must depend 
on results of labor’s demand for a 
pay hike with expiration of its two- 
year work pact in July, and 
whether the dollar continues dear. 


Allied Miffed 


Continued from page 3 


said he and his associates would go 
into the session just to “sit and 
listen.” They are ready to hold 
confabs with the majors once a 
month if it is thought desirable to 
promote industry unity, he ex- 
plained, but first he wants to know 
what the MPAA proposes. 

Yesterday’s session was Har- 
mon’s break-in in his new job as 
head of the trade relations and 
community service departments, 
which have been combined. First 
official designation of his appoint- 
ment to the post ironically came 
in an announcement yesterday 
from Johnston that David Palfrey- 
y omg was “leaving, effective  to- 
ay.” 




















of exhib relations for the Asso- 


, ciation for more than 20 years. 


With developments in recent weeks 


pointing to Harmon being named | 


,to head an enlarged program for 
| wooing exhib good will, Palfrey- 
/man has been open in admitting 
|that he’d quit if Harmon got the 
_job and it meant working under 
i the MPAA v.p. The two men have 
been at odds for a long time, and 
| Palfreyman apparently suited the 


| action to the words when Johnston | 


, made the Harmon appointment of- 
| ficial. 

Johnston said that no successor 
/would be named for Palfreyman. 


Under Harmon's new setup, he'll | 
also be in charge of the community | 


‘relations department, which is 
headed by Arthur de Bra and which 
has recently been severely trimmed 
in size. Prior to taking the new 
post, Harmon was relieved of re- 
sponsibility for MPAA’s interna- 
national division. 

It is expectea that there may be 
some opposition to the Harmon ap- 
pointment expressed at the quar- 
terly MPAA board meeting in New 
York next Tuesday (14). Some di- 
rectors, primarily 20th-Fox prexy 
Spyros Skouras, have objected to 
his heading the department on the 
basis that he has had no theatre 


or exhib experience. 
Skouras and a group on the 
board reportedly want Johnston 


himself to take an active part in 
the exhib relations program rather 
than assigning it to Harmon or 
anyone else. Their idea is for the 
MPAA prez to get out into the 
field and make with the glad-hand 


, routine on a large scale, 


said Rolando Aguilar, gen- | 


Palfreyman had been in charge | 








| 








Bus Strike in L’ville 
Cuts Biz 50%: ‘Champ’ 
Dim 76, ‘Belvedere’ 8G 


Louisville, June 7. 
Downtown film houses are tak- 
ing it on the chin this week as a 
| result of city-wide bus strike, which 
has paralyzed all transportation in 





} 


|within a few days. ir é 
'firstruns report grosses off 50%. 
| *Mr. 
|at Rialto looks best bet this week, 
| with “Champion” at the State run- 


Estimates for This Week 


| Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400; 
45-65)—“‘Night Unto Night” (WB). 
| Dim $3,500. Last week, “Flamingo 
| Road” (WB) (2d wk), perky $7,500. 
| National (Standard) (2,400; 50-85) 
|—*‘Man of Evil’ (U) and Dick Con- 
tino unit on stage. Slim $5,000. 
Last week, “Riders Whistling 
Pines” (Col) and Renfro Valley 
Folks on stage, modest $7,000. 

| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
| 45-65)—‘‘Belvedere to College” 
(20th) and “Duke of Chicago” (Rep). 
Slow $8,000.° With takes 50% off, 
this pair might have done twice as 
much if no strike. Last week, ‘“Tul- 


sa” (EL) and “Shamrock Hill’ (EL), | 


fair $13,000. 

| State (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 45- 
| 65)—‘‘Champion” (UA) 
| but same story, about 50% under 
par; mild $7,000. Last week, “Bark- 
of Broadway” (M-G) and 


} 
| 


| leys 


| “Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col), socKo | 


| 
| 


| Stallion Rockies” (EL) and “Old 


| Fashioned Girl” (EL). Pale $3,500. | 


| Last week, “To Sea in Ships” (20th) 


“Red Shoes” into 30th week at) (“Tove Madness”), now in its 13th| and “Hideout” (Rep), $4,500. 
Majestic to establish an_ all-time} .oo, at the Cine Arcadia here. 





PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 10) 


\“Tucson” (20th). Neat $15,000. 
| Last week, “Flamingo Road” (WB), 
| $13,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44 
| 65)—‘‘Adventure’s End” 
'and “Conflict” (Indie) 
| Slow $5,200. Last week, “Crooked 
| Way” (UA) and “Bomba Jungle 
| Boy” (Mono), so-so $6,000. ‘ 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 


| wk). Hefty $16,000. 
was neat $22,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) and 
| “Secret of St. Ives’ (Col). Opened 
| Monday (6). Last week, “Bride of 
| Verigeance” (Par), drab $8,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 11) 


| cret St. Ives” (Col). Okay $14,000. 
_ Last week, “Doolins of Oklahoma” 
(Col) and “Gas House Kids West” 
(EL), $15,000. 
| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
| 55-85)—“Crooked Way” (UA). Dim 
| $7,000. Last week, “Outpost in Mo- 
rocco” (UA), $10,000. 
|. Paramount (Ackerman) (370; 
_$1.20-$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (2d 
wk). Sock $9,500. Last week, about 
same. : 
Esquire (No. Coast) (955: 55-85)— 


First week 
| 





“Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Stout 
$5,500. Last week, ditto. 
| Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 


'“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (8th wk). 
Good $2,400. Last week, $2,900. 


20th’s ‘Freshman,’ ‘C.P.’ 





Philadelphia, June 7. 
With 20th-Fox’s new “flexible 
| availabilities’ plan having proven 


|itself last week via the 18-theatre 
| day-and-date opening here of “Mr. 

Belvedere,” the company plans to 
offer “Mother Is a Freshman” as 
its next picture under the system. 
Several of the houses that booked 
“Belvedere” will play “Canadian 
Pacific” first but the latter film will 
not get the over-all treatment be- 
cause of the extra playing time 
being racked up by “Belvedere” in 
several situations. 

Three of the 18 houses, which ob- 
tained seven days earlier than the 
previous clearance allowed them. 
held it for three days over the 


original week’s booking and an-| 


other theatre, normally running 
product two weeks, has held “Bel- 


vedere” for for a third and may | 


go for a fourth. Under the plan, 


which was set up to reduce clear- 

ances and create the multiple runs, 

theatres in each of 18 zones set up 

by 20th in the city play the film 

simultaneously after having won 
jit via competitive bidding. 





: : |town since May 31. There is a pos- | 
| tures will remain frozen in Ger- | sibility that the walkout may end 
Meanwhile, | 


Belvedere Goes to College” | 


and ‘Va-| 
liant Hombre” (UA). Good reviews, | 


,000. 
Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—‘‘Red | 


(Indie) | 
{reissues). | 


44-65) — | 
| “Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d | 


Next Via Philly System 


| Picture Grosses | 
| ae 


BUFFALO 
(Continued rrom Page 10) 


Cowboy” (U) (reissues). Okay $6. 
a week, prounger Bros” 
| ¢ and “Sky Dragon” ° 
$7,500. g (Mono), 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-79) 
“Red Canyon” (U) and “Lone 
| Wolf and Lady” (Col). Oke $11,000 
| Last week, “He Walked by Night” 
| (EL) and “Mutineers” (Col), $12. 
000. : 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40. 
70)—“‘Red Pony” (Rep) and “Dare. 
| devils of Clouds” (Rep). Mild $7. 
500. Last week, “Impact” (UA) and 
“Four Faces West” (UA), same. 


‘CHAMPION’ WINNER 
IN PORT., SOCK $10,500 


Portland, Ore., June 7. 

Transient attractions, warm 
weather and a holiday weekend is 
taking its toll at the boxoffice this 
session. “Champion” is standout, 
“Beautiful Blonde” looks weak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
—“The Champion” (UA) and 
“Lucky Stiff” (UA). Sock $11,500. 
Last week, “Portrait of Jennie” 
(SRO) and “Last Bandit” (Rep), 
$7,700. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500: 50-85)— 
|“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO) 
and “Fighting Fools’ (Mono). Mild 
| $4,500 or near. Last week, ‘Family 
Honeymoon” (UI) and “Rose of the 
Yukon” (Rep) (m.o.), $5,000. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000: 50-85) — 
“Blonde From’ Bashful Bend” 
(20th) and “Bad Boy” (Mono) (5 
days) day-date with Orpheum. 
| Slim $3,000. Last week, “Adventure 
Baltimore” (RKO) and “Red Stal- 
lion Rockies” (EL), $3,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85)— 
| “Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) and 
“Bad Boy” (Mono), also Oriental. 
Okay $7,000. Last week, “Nick 
Beal” (Par) and “Feuding Sisters” 
(EL), $6,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85)— 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col). 
Thin $7,500. Last week, “Adventure 
Baltimore’ (RKO) and “Red Stal- 
lion Rockies” (EL), $5,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—“‘Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Solid $7500. Last week, 
$9,500. 


‘Champion’ $9,000, Montl. 


Montreal, June 7. 

New entries in nearly all spots 
this week but biz is not big because 
of hot spell. Best newcomer is 
“Champion” at Orpheum, which is 
smash. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Enchantment” (RKO). Okay $15.- 
000. Last week, “Ball Game” 
(M-G) 42d wk), sock $17,000. 

















Capitol (C. T.) (2,412: 34-60)— 
“Northwest Mounted” (Par) (re- 
issue) (24 wk). Down to $9,000 


after first session at $18,500. 
Palace (C. T.) (2,625: 34-60)— 
'“Command Decision” (M-G). Pass- 
able $14,000. Last week, “Down to 
Sea” (20th), $15,000. 
| Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
|“‘Force of Evil” (M-G). Good $11- 
| 000. Last week, “South St. Louis” 
| (WB), $11,500. 
| Imperial (C. T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
| “Shockproof” (Col) and “Blackie’s 
Chinese Venture” (Col). Oke $7,- 
| 000. Last week, “Jungle Patrol” 
(20th) and “Chicken Every Sunday’ 
(20th), $7,500. 
Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Champion” (UA). Socko $9,000. 














Last week, “Impact” (UA) and 
“Bungalow 13” (UA), $5,000. __ 
aati eg ell 


Always -- 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in Lod Angeled 


500 Modern Rooms 
with bath and radio 
“Foremost on the Coast” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
| Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 
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Speedup on FCC Procedure Aim Of 
New Senate Hearings Next Week 


Washington, June 7. + 


Efforts to get through Congress | 
this session a bill to enable the | 
FCC to speed up it procedures will | 
get under way next week at hear- 
ings before a subcommittee of the 
Senate Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. T 1e 
group, under the chairmanship of 
Sen. Ernest W. McFarland (D., 
Ariz.), will devote two days, be- 
ginning June 16, to testimony on 
McFarland’s measure to reorganize 
the Commission along the lines of 
its principal workload. 

McFarland said he hoped to have 
the cooperation of witnesses from 
the Commission and industry in 
keeping the hearings brief. H 
asked that complete written state- 
ments be submitted for the record 
and that oral presentations be 
limited to brief summaries of the 
statements. 

The subcommittee, he added, ex- 
pects “to keep an eagle eye” on 
FCC operations concerned with 
broadcasting. television, and other 
licensing functions. 

The nation’s communication pol- 
icies, he added, involve our future 
way of life and require vigilance if 
the freedom of expression and 
opinion under the public licensing 
system of broadcasting is to be 
preserved. 

The Senator’s bill, 
last week, is aimed at tightening 
administrative operations of the 
Commission which have long been 
a target of Congressional criticism. 
It would prevent key staffers from 
practicing before the agency within 
a year after resignation and also 
empower Commissioners to hire 
Jegal assistants at $10,000 per year. 

Other members of the subcom- 
mittee are Edwin C. Johnson (D., 
Col.), chairman of the full com- 
mittee: Estes Kefauver (D., Tenn.), 
Charles W. Tobey ‘(R., N.H.), and 
Homer E. Capehart (R., Ind.). 


introduced 





‘Aldrich’ Status in Doubt 
Although Probably Due 


Back on NBC Roll in Fall 


There appears to be some doubt 





‘Quiz Kids’ Big Spread 





Chicago, June 7. 

Miles Laboratories has signed | 
for a fall revival of “Quiz Kids” in | 
both AM and TV version on NBC | 
for 52 weeks. Tele sessions, off | 
now for the summer, will return | 
Sept. 7 over 19 net outlets, as com- | 


pared to a three-station offering 
this spring. 
Radio version knocks off after 


June 19 show, but returns Sept. 11 | 


Heidt Show Set For 
NBC to CBS Switch 


Milton Biow, agency on the 
Philip Morris account, has finally 
maneuvered a switchover of the 
Horace Heidt program from NBC 
to CBS. Show goes into the Sun- 





day night 9:30 period starting 
Sept. 4, replacing the Colgate- 
sponsored “Our Miss_ Brooks,” 


which moves into the Sunday 6:30 | 


time starting Sept. 11. 


At the same time, NBC may also 


lose the “Take It Or Leave It” 
Sunday show (bracketed with 
Heidt). Factor on “Take It” is said 
to hinge on whether the Eversharp 
people decide to keep it on the air 
in the fall. Decision will probably 
be forthcoming later this month at 
the annual Eversharp directorate 
meeting. 

The ball point biz in general, 
plus the uncertainty as to who is 
Eversharp Boss Man now that Mar- 
tin Straus has been ousted by the 
directors, have given rise to recur- 
rent reports that the company may 
lop the show off the air. If it 
sticks, it’s considered a certainty 
that Biow will put up a fight to 
install it on CBS. 


Nosedive of the Heidt program | 


rating since recapturing the Sun- 
day 10:30 NBC slot (after a dis- 
astrous attempt to compete with 
Jack Benny at 7), has cued the de- 


within client and agency circles as_ cision for the moveover to CBS. 


to the exact status of “Aldrich Fam- | 
ily” as a radio series for next sea- 
initiated to 
pattern the program for video. 
(Kinsecoped dry-runs have already 


son, following steps 


been made). 


However, consensus of authorita- | 


For Estimated $80,000 


tive General Foods sources is: 
“Aldrich” will probably be back in 
its Thursday night NBC slot in the 
fall, though no contracts have been 
signed. There’s strong likelihood 
that the program may get both an 
AM-TV spread, though with dif- 
ferent units, since its recognized 
that Ezra Stone, the radio “Henry,” 
is too mature for the visual role. 
It’s conceivable, too, that “Aldrich” 
may be dropped as a radio package 
if the TV package jells. 

There was some doubt as to 
“Aldrich” returning to the air last 
season when, it’s recalled, GF be- 
came involved in a hassle on ef- 
fecting a 25% retrenchment on the 
show’s $13,500 talent nut. 

Willson as ‘Aldrich’ Sub 
Hollywood, June 7. 

Generai Foods is bringing Mere- 
dith Willson and his Talking Peo- 
ple back into the Jelle camp for 
the six weeks that “The Aldrich 
Family” will be on sabbatical. Will- 
s0n was dropped by GF after fin- 
ishing off 26-week cycle. 

Format will be unchanged, with 
only Paulina Carter, pianist, miss- 
ing. He’ll front the band and do 
his standup monolog. 


Leather Outfit Eyes 
Roosevelts’ Airer 


Sponsorship of the Eleanor-Anna 
Roosevelt commentary stanza on 
ABC is being eyed by a leather 
goods company. Efforts to wrap up 
a bankroller since the program's 
preem some months back have thus 
far been unsuccessful. 

Anna Roosevelt is currently re- 
siding on the Coast. There’s a live 
cut-in for her part of the program, 
while Mrs. Roosevelt transcribes 
her contrib. Anna suffered a $250,- 
000 personal reverse in publishing 
the defunct Arizona Times with her 
husband, John Boettiger. Latter is 
now working on the New Orleans 





Times-Picayune, pe 





2 Newspapermen Buying 
_ WAVZ, New Haven AM’er, 


| New Haven, June 7. 


WAVZ, AM station which has 
been in operation here for about 
two years under a group headed 
by Edward Minor, J. Francis 
Smith, Murray Grossman and Les- 
ter C. Flood, has been sold to a 
pair of fourth estaters, subject to 
FCC approval. Time lag, due to 
posting of. notice of intention to 
sell, plus other routine actions, in- 
dicates that the new owners, Vic- 
tor Knauth and Daniel W. Kops, 
will not take over until sometime 
in September. 

Price mentioned is $80,000. Fig- 
ure, however, is subject to altera- 
tion depending on volume of busi- 
ness done between now and date 
of takeover. Station has been 
grossing approximately $1,500 
weekly, which represénts an even- 
steven situation. 


Knauth and Kops are under- 
stood to be without previous radio 
experience of an operational na- 
ture. Both, however, have consid- 
erable public contact background. 
Knauth is a former publisher of 
the Bridegport Times-Star and cur- 
rently fills a like post with Omni- 
| book. Kops has been associated 
with Kiplinger’s Newsleiter. 

New owners will play up the sta- 
tion as the ‘‘newspaper cf the air” 
and will concentrate on _ local 
doings. 





Kine and Tape 
For CBS in H’wood 


Hollywood, June 7. 

CBS will be kinescoping for tele- 
vision and tape recording for radio 
with its own equipment by July 1. 
Space has been cleared at Colum- 
bia Square for installation of fa- 
cilities, which will include eight 
TV recording machines and several 
Ampex recorders. 

Remodelling of quarters starts 
this week. 





KLZ Traffic 


sents 
F. TOM BOISE 


Boise keeps KLZ’s heavy traffic 


schedule of network, national spot 
and local business moving smoothly 
along KLZ’s 560 ke. Boise’s experi- 
ence in selling and traffic with lead- 
ing air lines qualifies him for 
busy job as KLZ traffic 

KLZ, Denver 


The Millennium! 
Station Goes To 


Bat for FC 


Washington, June 7. 

The unusual situation of a radio 
station going to the Supreme 
Court in wehalf of the FCC may 
be argued before the tribunal as 
the result of the filing of a petition 
by WGST (Georgia Tech), Atlanta, 
asking protection from a decision 
of a state court. The Commission 
said yesterday (Mon.) it will ask 
ithe U. 








in support of the station. The case 
involves the abrogation of a con- 
tract in 1945 by the regents of the 
University System of Georgia, 
licensee of WGST, after the Com- 


mission refused to renew the sta- | 


tion’s license as Jong as the con- 
tract was in force. 

The Supreme Court was asked 
to review a ruling of the Georgia 
Court of Appeals of last October 
| which found that the management 
company was entitled to the 15% 
'of billings stipulated in the con- 
| tract and that the Commission had 
no authority to nullify. 

If the Georgia decision stands, 
'the regents told the tribunal, it 
| ‘‘will destroy the power of the 
Commission effectively to control 
and regulate the highly competi- 
_tive and complex field of radio, 
will encourage a multiplicity of 
| Suits and will result in conflicting 
court decisions in a field where 
_the public interest demands uni- 
formity of administration through 
_a single federal commission. Fur- 
ther, it will undermine the validity 
and force of all decisions and rul- 


| 


ings of administrative agencies en- | 


forcing federal laws.” 


The questions presented by the | 


state court’s ruling, the regents 
said, “involve nothing less than 
the power of the FCC to control 
effectively the issuance and re- 
newal of licenses for broadcast- 
ing.” 


‘CBS PREPPING TWO NEW 
SERIALS FOR SUMMER 


CBS is prepping a couple . of 
new 15-minute, house-built day- 
time serials for cross-the-board 
showcasing. 
3:30-4 p.m, 





segments, starting 
Aug. 1. One of them, “I Love a 
Star,” will have a Hollywood 
origination. The second, “Other 
Women’s Children,” will emanate 
from N. Y. 

Robert Q. Lewis is currently 
Sustaining the half-hour segment, 
but moves out when he takes over 
this summer for Arthur Godfrey’s 
morning Chesterfield stanza and 
for Godfrey's Wednesday night 
video show for the same ciggie 
outfit. 


‘Henry’ Ball’s Can. Exit 


Ottawa, June 7. 
Harriett M. Ball, one of the best 
known off-the-air names in Ca- 
nada radio, has resigned as flack- 


} 





gal for Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. to travel, case video and 
write. 


Better known to the industry as 
“Henry” Ball, she closes 16 years 
jin radio publicity, 





his 
manager. | 


S. Solicitor Gereral for | 
permission to file a memorandum | 


They'll go into the | 
| pre-trial examination of the de- | 


‘Commercialization’ of Commentators 


Washington, June 7. 


Did the Mayflower decision of 1941 banning editorials by radio 
station owners backfire on the FCC? 


Commissioner Robert Jones, who agreed with the FCC majority 
last week that editorials should be allowed, said in a separate 
opinion that, since the ban, many licensees, including networks, 
“selected commentators to do their editorializing for them.” 


In fact, said Jones, the commentators have been commercialized 
to positions of influence far beyond that of any station owner. 
“This commentator commercialization,” he added, “has reached the 
point where newspaper licensee network affiliates carry regular 
broadcasts which they apparently reject and ridicule as proper 
news or comment for the newspaper columns.” 

FCC files, the Commissioner asserted, “are literally filled with 
legitimate complaints of unfairness by such professionals, the alter 
egos of licensees, who have become identified with them over a 


; period of years as inextricably as the trade name of the station or 


network. 


The ambiguous doctrine of fairness has never been at- 


| tached to them; the Commission has never felt it had the power 


| to demand the kind of practice 


| cipals—the licensees—in 


| completely responsible for the 
use their facilities. ... 


his facilities.” 
He suggested that 
“honest and factual 





be told, he urged, when 


enough. 


said, is not 


this decision. 
pletely avoids discussing licensee-commentator fairness.” 

Jones took the position that the Commission has the power— 
and should exercise it—to review charges of continued irrespon- 
sibility “‘by specific commentators.” 


the Comm 
reporting of news and honest and accurate 
labeling of what is news and what is opinion.” 
news and comment 
general statement that a program contains editorial comment, he 
A disclaimer by the licensee, he observed, 


it now asserts against their prin- 
And the majority com- 


Statior owners, he said, ‘are 
selection of those who regularly 


Accordingly, the irresponsibility of broad- 
casts by commentators of necessity reflects upon the qualifications 
of the licensee who permits such commentators to regularly use 


ission adopt standards to insure 


The public should 
are comingled A 


“does not dispel the effect of the selection of that commentator 


as a person fit to broadcast over 


a station or network.” 
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NAB Hails FCC Mayflower Stand Even 





Coml’s.-While-Y ou-Ride 


St. Louis, June 7. 

Installation of the 350 transit 
radio-equipped busses in St. Louis 
| has been completed by KXOK, In- 
stallation of radios in street cars 
| has begun and before Fall it is ex- 
| pected that every passenger-carry- 
ing vehicle of the St. Louis Public 
Service Co., will be equipped. 
| Some of the advertisers of the 
Transit Radio include Sayman 
| Products Co, Globe - Democrat 
| Publishing Co., Feld Chevrolet Co., 
|Big Four Chevrolet, American 
| Packing Co., Hyde Park Breweries, 
-F. W. Fitch Co., Ray Quinlan 
|Dance Studio, S. G. Adams Sta- 
_tionery Co., and General Grocers. 

Music, news 
_baseball scores and weather re- 
| sumes compose the programs. 


Hammond’s 1006 Suit Vs. 
~ Coral (Ex-World B’cast) 


~ Charges Contract Breach 


Laurence Hammond Productions 
is suing Coral Records (formerly 
| World Broadcasting), a subsidiary 
of Decca Records, for $100,000 for 
‘alleged “unwarranted destruction 
of a large number of masters and 
| safeties” of the transcribed series, 
| 





“Keeping Up With the Wiggles-. 


worths,” and for damages incurred 


as result of a “breach of contract 


| by World in failing to carry out a 
| distribution agreement.” 

| Roth & Rothschild, 
attorneys, have been 


Hammond's 
conducting 


fendants in the casé, which gets 


under way today (Wed.) in New | 
According to | 


York City courts. 
Hammond, three master records 
|were destroyed without his au- 
'thorization and several others were 
lost or destroyed “through negli- 
gence.” The producer adds that 
World agreed orally to distribute 
the “Wigglesworth” series, but 
then decided to leave that end of 
the business and concentrate on 
manufacturing. 


Last August the Frederic W. Ziv 
|Co. took over some of the World 
product, but not “Wigglesworth” 
and other series. The disks in the 
dispute were lost or destroyed 
around the time of the change- 
over, Hammond charges. 

A. J. Kendrick, Coral veepee, 
claims “Our position is that ~o 
masters or safeties were destroyed 
without authorization and that 
there was no breach of any con- 
j tract.” 





in capsule form, | 


Of Century Despite ‘Vague Wordage 


Washington, June 7. 
| “Relaxation” rather than “re 
| versal” was the term preferred by 
| the FCC last week in issuing its 
| long-awaited “clarification” report 
on the so-called Mayflower ban it 
imposed in 1941 on the right of 
radio station owners to editorialize. 

But the “involved academic legal 

treatise” by which the majority 
came to its decision prompted 
Commissioner E. M. Webster, who 
concurred, to attempt to spell out 
| what the report meant. 

According to Webster’ (not 
Noah), the Commission decided 
| that the station owner must deter- 
mine who has access to his micro- 
phone and what program material 
is broadcast. But in exercising this 
privilege, he emphasized, the li- 
censee has the responsibility “to 
serve the interests of the public at 
large,” rather than his own per- 
sonal and private interests. 

The licensee, he stated further, 
is free to select whomever he 
| pleases to discuss controversial 
| issues. However, where he selects 
| himself or his spokesman he ‘may 
| not utilize his authority to select the 
persons to have access to his mi- 
crophone to advance his own ideas 
or opinions to the exclusion of 
others.” 

To the question: what can or 
cannot the licensee do in his day- 
to-day operation? the Commission- 
er declared: “There can be no me- 
chanical formula or test which can 
be prescribed to insure the essen- 
tial fairness, which is the prerequi- 
site of ‘any successful operation in 
_the public interest. The decisions 
which have to be made by licensees 
in this field are in many cases dif- 
ficult ones. : : 

“But any licensee making a sin- 
cere and reasonable effort to serve 
| the needs of his listening audience 
as a whole in conformity with the 
‘precepts set out . should be able 
to meet his obligation as a li- 
censee .. . ..” 

In the Mayflower Broadcasting 

(Continued on page 42) 


Markle May Return . 
| To CBS on Ford Exit 


| With Ford Co. dropping tis Fri 
day night hour-long dramatic 
showease on CBS, there’s a likell- 
hood that Fletcher Markle, its 
| $1,250-a-week director, will return 
to CBS. 
Markle, who 





previously  pro- 
duced and _ directed Columbia's 
“Studio One” radio sustainer, 
‘switched over into the commercial 
bigtime under a sort of lend-lease 
‘arrangement whereby he woul 
‘revert back to CBS staff upon con- 
clusion of the Ford contract. How- 
ever, he’s also privileged to seek 
other commercial commitments 


before tying himself down again 
‘to CBS. 


Pad fore. 
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~ABC’S POSER IN BILLINGS DIP 


— 





Waring a Good Mixer for NBC; 
3 Half-Hour AM Shows on Tap /j CE PRE 


Fred Waring will probably have 


the most ambitious AM-TV sched- 
ule on tap in the fall, second only 
to CBS’s Arthur Godfrey. On the 
basis of current negotiations, War- 
probably wind up with 


ing will 

three half-hour weekly radio 
shows on NBC. In addition, he’ll 
have his full-hour Sunday night 


television spread on CBS. 

Just when things began to look 
glum for NBC’s daytime billings, 
with both Minnesota Canning and 
American Meat Institute dropping 
sponsorship of the Waring 10 a.m. 
cross-the-board musical, activity 
perked up in the network sales de- 
partment. Deal is now for Minne- 
sota Canning to buy a half-hour 
Saturday daytime for the Waring 
show pickup, 
tute bankrolling 
and his Pennsylvanians 
afternoon. 

In addition, 


the bandleader 
Sunday 


xyeneral Electric 
looks Set to ride along with its 
Thursday night radio airing of 
Waring on NBC, with the same 
sponsor returning in the fall for 
the CBS-TV production. Latter is 
one of the costliest in video, with 
a $20,000 tab. 


ABC $5,000,000 
Kate Smith Deal 


In the face of current retrench- 
ments and high costs of video op- 
erations, ABC has just negotiated 


one of the most unusual deals of 
the year. It involves the showcas- 
ing of Kate Smith and her an- 
nouncer-manager Ted Collins, in a 
two-hour weekly (Mondays, 9 to 11 
p.m.) stanza, with a $5,000,000 
guarantee from the network cov- 
ering a longterm contract. Net- 
work, in turn, will peddle the pro- 
gram to potential clients in 15- 
minute segments. 

Program tees off July 4 and dur- 





ing the initial months will ema-| 
nate from Lake Placid, where Miss | 
and Collins have summer | 


Smith 
homes. 

Show will go out over the full 
network. 


gram and will hew to a similar for- 
mat, including playing of disks, 
chatter, commentary, 
with guest celebs, etc. 


CBS’ AM-TV Sales 





Staffs in Revamp 


CBS’ radio-television sales staffs | 
are going through a revamping | 
process. Newest addition to the | 
network’s radio sales force is Tom 


Hamilton, who is switching over | 
from ABC later this month. He | 
will handle several agencies. 

George Arkedis has been moved | 
from CBS-TV in New York to the 
Chicago video sales staft, with A. 
H. Flaten switching from Colum- | 
bia’s radio to tele sales division. 
Bill Mullen recently checked out 
of CBS-TV sales to go to the Wil- 
liam Morris agency. 


RTDG Elects in N. Y. 


New York local of the Radio- 
Television Directors Guild elected 
a new slate of officers Monday (6) 
night. Lineup is Ernest Ricca 
(freelance), prez; Ralph Warren 
‘ABC-TV), v.p.; Betty Todd (CBS), 
secretary; and Paul Harrison 
(NBC), treasurer. Local council in- 
cludes Leonard Blair (ABC), Jo- 
seph sell (freelance); and Fred 
Carr (ABC-TV). 





New York reps elected to the 


national board of the union are 


Ted Corday, Earle McGill and 
Lester O'Keefe, all freelancers, 
and George Zachary, of CBS-TV. 


The RTDG will hold its annual 
Cocktail party next Wednesday (15) 
from 4-7 p.m. at the Crystal Room 
of the Ritz Carlton Hotel, N.Y. 
Admission is $2. 


with the Meat Insti- | 


It will not interfere with | 
sthe singer’s noontime Mutual pro- | 


interviews | 





Campana Sticks’ 


CBS got something of a shock- 
in-reverse last week when Cam- 
pana, usually an on-again-off-again 
client, came through with a 52- 
week __—s renewal on its “First 
Nighter” program. 

Show is heard in the Thursday 
night 10:30 segment and currently 
boasts an 11.3 rating in opposition 


to the NBC Fred Waring show, 
which has 5.7. Show moves up a 


half-hour to Thursday at 10 in the 
fall, with the new Perry Como 
Chesterfield program as the op- 
position. 


Hope, Luckman 
In Wrangle On 
Taping of Shows 


Hoilywood, June 7. 
Bob Hope and Charlie Luckman 





| have come to grips again, this time 
} over 


tape. Comedian wants to 
Ampex his shows next season but 
the Lever Bros. prexy is holding 
firm against recordings. To break 


the stalemate, both have agreed to 
arbitration. 


Hope and his attorney, Herman 
Selvin, of Loeb & Loeb, maintain 
that Hope’s contract with Lever 
permits taping his show, while an 
opposite viewpoint is taken by 
Luckman. 
a date for 
will be set by 
tion Assn. 
arbiter to sit with an impartial ob- 
server named by the three A’s, 
whose vote breaks the deadlock. 


American 


Disputants will abide by the deci- | 


sion, which is affirmed by the 
courts as a iegal procedure. 
Hope has taped two shows this 
season and while he contends the 
quality was improved over live | 
broadcasts, Luckman demurred | 
vigorously and nixed Hope’s plan 
to tape the four remaining shows 
to finish out the season. Hope’s 


contract with Lever has five years | 


to go and option date for next sea- 
son falls due late this month. 

It is Hope’s contention that use 
of the Ampex machines to record 
his shows in advance is necessary 
to his operation as he fravels his 
troupe more weeks than he broad- 
casts from Hollywood. Luckman 


the line charges precipitated one of 
, their many quarrels. Luckman 


(Continued on page 44) 


Lee Cobb Into Corwin 





‘World Citizen’; Mulls 
| Own Show for Fall 


Negotiations are under way be-.| 


|tween CBS and Lee J. Cobb, star 
of the “Death of a Salesman”’ legit- 
er, for the latter to step into the 
lead role of the ambitious 60-min- 
jute Norman Corwin production 


| called “World Citizen,” concerning | 
CBS | 


|a man with a UN mentality. 
‘has inked the show for Sunday, 
July 10, thus not interfering with 
Cobb’s legiter. 

Cobb may be back in the fall 
with a weekly dramatic air show of 


his own. Arnold Perl, the radio 
scripter, and Peter Witt, actor’s 
agent, are currently huddling with 


who wants to do a season 
programming. 


Cobb, 
of radio 


Fifth Army’s Spot Biz 


Chicago, June 7. 
Headquarters Fifth Army has 
reappointed John W. Shaw agency 
to handle Army and Air Force re- 
cruiting for the second year. 
Current budget includes spot 
announcements via 130 radio sta- 





j tions in midwest, 


59,000,000 


week, 


| weeks, 
iv. -8, 
|Guild of the 
| Crosby) 


| medium with NBC and CBS. 
| of that, 


Both are adamant and | 
hearing of the dispute | 
Arbitra- | 
Each side will select an | 


‘and Pall Mall, 


| dominance. 


| It’s one of the few 
| affected by current cutbacks. 





| moving over to NBC. 





Sudden cancellation notice last 
lopping off the five half- 
hours of the daytime “‘House Party” 
show on ABC, sponsored by Gen- 
eral Electric, has thrown ABC net- 
work into a new billings tailspin. 
GE’s notice followed within a few 
days after the web was informed 


that Procter & Gamble was switch- | 


ing its five-times-a-week ‘““‘Welcome 
Traveler’ daytime program to 
NBC. The two-way cancellation of 
10 half hours adds up to more 
than $3,000,000 loss for ABC in 
gross time sales. 

Coupled with the succession of 
nighttime dimouts over recent 
resulting in the loss of the 
Steel business—**Theatre 
Air,” Phileo (Bing 
and American-Elgin 
(Groucho Marx)—it has thrown 
into sharp focus the plight of ABC 


prez Ed Noble’s operation in terms | 
competing | 
On top} 


of the future as a 
Bristol-Myers has served 
notice that is is moving ‘“‘Break the 
Bank” from ABC to NBC. 
Partially offsetting the wave of 
ABC cancellations is the announce- 
ment that the network is inheriting 
some of the Serutan business (Vic- 
tor Lindlahr) from Mutual, with 
possibility also that the same spon- 
sor may negotiate a deal to carry 
Gabriel Heatter Sunday nights on 
ABC. Also, Sterling Drugs _ is 


(Continued on page 42) 


Luckies Taking 
NBC at 7 Strip 


With Chesterfield giving up the 
7 o'clock, cross-the-board ‘Supper 
Club” on NBC in favor of a half- 





| hour Thursday night Perry Como 
are under | 


musical, negotiations 
way for Lucky Strike to move into | 


| the 15- minute strip in the fall with | 


| its own music stanza. 
Understanding is that Luckies 

will not lop off any of its current 

programming, but is moving into 


| top- budgeted strip programming, 
'via BBD&O agency, as an added | 


campaign starter. 
American Tobacco Co. program | 


_expansion plans (for both Luckies 
with latter’s “Big. 
Story” also due for a TV showcase | 
in the fall) will thus cue one of, 
|'the most intense rivalries among | 
‘the ciggie companies for audience | 
| As plans shape up, | 
| Luckie, Old Gold, Crmel, 
has been in agreement with Hope | 
on taking the show out of town, but | 


field and Philip Morris will be 
slugging with top coin next season. 
industries not 





Sinatra, Kirsten Package 
Hollywood, June 7. 
Frank Sinatra and Dorothy Kir- 
sten are auditioning today (7) 


ing the crooner and opera star. 
Show will be pitched for Lucky 
Strike sponsorship. 

Sinatra has been nixed for an- 
other solo ride after windup of 
current “Hit Parade” engagement. 


‘SPADE’ SWITCH TO NBC 
DEFINITE FOR SUN. SLOT 


Although CBS had clung to a 
hope that it could retain the Wild- 
root “Sam Spade” show next sea- 
son, despite the fact that it was 
being yanked out of Sunday at 8 
to make way for Edgar Bergen, 
the client’s agency, BBD&O, offi- 
cially served notice last week that 
the private eye commercial was 

“Spade” 
night slot 





gets the same Sunday 


'on the rival web. 


It’s understood that Columbia 
might have retained “Spade” had 
it found a way to integrate it into 
the sock rating-pulling Thursday 
night lineup of crime shows. But 
Thursday is SRO. Some months 
back Wildroot had been offered 
Thursday night time on CBS, but 


; the client rejected it at that time. , 





> 
5 a 
| 
| 


[0$§  Paley’s Burn: Sarnoff’s Fibber-Molly 
VAMPS Deal Not Beyond the Cap Gains Pale 


> 


| Set to move into 


| time. 
| subsids 


Chester- | 


at be renewed also. 


NBC for a five-a-week show team- | 





Win, Place, Show 


Sunday nights on NBC in 
the fall will read like a 
“BBD&O house account,” with 
the two-hour stretch from 
7:30 to 9:30 occupied by agency 
clients’ shows. 

Sabbath scorecard will read: 
7:30, Phil Harris-Alice Faye 
(Rexall); 8, “Sam Spade” 
(Wildroot), and 8:30 to 9:30, 
“Theatre Guild of the Air” 
(U. S. Steel). 


NBCF illng Up 
Day Plugs, But 
At Nite Expense 


NBC is managing to fill up its 
daytime plugs, but at the expense 
of the more expensive nighttime 
segments. 

With Procter & Gamble 
up the 10:30-11 a. m. 
board NBC stretch (and 
“Welcome Traveler” over from 
ABC to the 10-10:30 time on NBC), 
the network sales boys went into 
action. Result is that Kraft looks 
the 10:30-10:45 
| period with a strip show, with 
| Sealtest lined up for the 10:45-11 
(Both Kraft and Sealtest are 
of National Dairies, thus 
permitting for a package deal and 
a contiguous rate on the time sale). 

However, NEC’s daytime gain 
adds up to an after-dark loss. It 
means Kraft is checking out of the 
Thursday 9 p. m. slot 





giving 


with the Thursday 9:30 time (hav- 
ing cancelled out the Dorothy La- 
mour program). 

CBS was anxious to grab off the 
National Dairies package deal, with 
| hopes that it could also entice 
| Kraft Foods to switch over its 
| “Gildersleeve” show along with the 
|other billings. Talks fell through, 
however. ‘‘Gildersleeve”’ is also set 


to continue its ride on the NBC 


| SMocyetes. 





Andrews Sis Renewed 
By Campbell Soup; Roxy 


Date Cues June Bowout 


| for Colgate. 


Hollywood, June 7. 


Andrews Sisters were renewed | 


by Campbell Soup to resume next 
fall on the “Club 15” 
Trio goes back cn the air Sept. 3 


‘in the same Monday-Wednesday- | 


Friday slot on CBS at 7:30 p.m. 
(EDT) which they now occupy 
with Bob Crosby, who handles all 
five nights. Crosby is expected to 


Ward Wheelock agency, inciden- 


tally, gave the sisters a break on 
next Friday’s (10) broadcast. Girls | 
at the’ 
N. Y., June 17, and | 
moved | 


were to open originally 
Roxy theatre, 
the theatre unexpectedly, 


the date up to this week (10). 


Before they headed east for the. 
the trio taped Friday | « 
|night’s show with Crosby and the | 


booking, 


Wheelock agency let them out of 
the final three shows. Ames Bros., 
handled by Lou Levy, who man- 
ages the Andrews, will fill the lat- 
ter’s spot for the final three weeks 
of the contract. 


ABC TRIMS COAST 
PAYROLL; 25 OUT 


Hollywood, June 7. 
Orders from New York to cut 
the payroll has resulted in dis- 
missal of 25 employees from ABC 
last week. Frank Samuels, division 
veepee, said most departments 
were affected, with the engineer- 
ing staff hardest hit, due to the 
loss of shows which were taped. 
Economy wave also reached to 
San Francisco, where five were let 
out. ’ 





| VS 
raiding 
| however, 


cross-the- | 
moving | 


(cancelling | 
Al Jolson) and Sealtest is parting | 


4 will 





broadcast. | 


ity 


CBS board chairman William S. 
; Paley and his surrounding eche- 
lon have been doing a slow burn 
over what they call the ‘white 
robe” performance put on by RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff at 
the recent stockholder meeting, 


particularly in the light of what has 


transpired on the NBC-Fibber Me- 
Gee & Molly deal. 
Sarnoff, it’s recailed, told the 


stockholders that NBC could have 


| circumvented the switchover of the 


top roster of stars to Paley’s Co- 
lumbia fold had NBC chosen to 
indulge in such type deals. 

hopes of healing the Paley 
breach over the talent 
has practically vanished, 
now that the Columbia 
boys know the circumstances un- 
der which F & M have been tied 
down to an NBC “exclusive.” This 
involves the sale of literary rights 
and scripts to NBC, plus an em- 
ployment contract for the Jordans 
(Fibber & Molly) and Don Quinn, 
the three owners of the high Hoop- 
er-rated Wistful Vista property. 
And this, CBS argues, borders on 
the same type of capital gains 
maneuvering instigated by Paley to 
woo over the NBC stars. 

An out-and-out cap gains deal 
for F & M was nixed several weeks 
back by the Internal Revenue 
Dept., but the contract was clinch- 
ed via the projection of the ‘bor- 
derline” feature similar to those 
engineered by Paley. 


Colgate Debates 
Fate of Canova 


Following in 


Any 
Sarnoff 





the wake of Col- 
gate lowering the boom on 

Blondie,” which goes off after 10 
consecutive years of sponsorship, 
the last four with Colgate and 
previously with Camels, the client 
has renewed Dennis Day, but has 
withheld its decision on Judy 
Canova. 

If renewed she will follow Day 
next season as latter has been 
slotted in her present time. Day 
take an eight-week summer 
layoff, returning Aug. 27. 

Joe Rines, Coast head of Sher- 
man & Marquette agency and pro- 
ducer of the:-Canova stanza, trains 
east from the Coast for his discus- 
sions with the agency toppers and 
to .udition several television shows 
He'll be in Gotham 
three weeks. 


Philip Morris Bullish On 
Summer Programming 


Philip Morris is spending coin 
during the summer at the high 
level of its year-round rate. Four 
of its five AM stanzas and its 
single TV show are being kept on 
during the dog days. Lone pro- 
gram taking a hiatus is “This Is 
Your Life,”’ and that only because 
Ralph Edwards wants the breather. 


Replacement for “Life” will not 
stint for dough either. Titled 
Hogan’s Daughter,” the half-hour 
situatiog comedy will star Shirley 
Booth and Bill McCaffrey and will 
be scripted by John Whedon. 
Series has been optioned by the 
ciggie outfit for five years and if 
it clicks will be ckedded in an- 
other time period. Show is going 
into the Tuesday 8 p.m. slot on 
NBC. Agency is Biow. 

PM’s decision to keep on Horace 
Heidt, “Against the Storm,” 
“Philip Morris Playhouse,” “Queen 
for a Day” and the TV offering 
“Preview,” is based on the firm’s 
sales curve. In the year ending 
March 31, sales hit $228,000,000— 
a 35% hike over the previous 
year’s biz. PM divides its ad dollar 
roughly 50-50 between radio and 
newspapers. It feels the currently 
rising sales curve is largely at- 
tributable to its broadcast activi- 
ties, which include heavy AM and 
spot campaigns,. , 
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23 RADIO REVIEWS 
YOUR HIT PARADE ON PARADE KRAFT MUSIC HALL 
With Russ Case orch, Marjorie Nelson Eddy, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Hughes, Stuart Foster _ Ken Carpenter, Robert Arm- 
Producer: Walter Tibbals | bruster Orch 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. Producer: Billy Wilgus 
LUCKY STRIKE Director: John Morris - 


Writer: Ed Helwick 

30 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
KRAFT FOODS 

NBC, from Hollywood 


CBS, from.New York 
(BBD&O) 


American Tobacco’s summer re- 
placement for the Jack Benny S xi " 
Show on CBS is a nostalgic version 7 J. Walter Thompson) | 
of “Hit Parade,” reprising the Top There's rarely any quarrel | 
10 tunes over the 14 years that with a_ straight musical format 
Lucky Strike has showcased “Pa- when the varied ingredients are 
rade.” As such it’s radio’s counter- good. It’s a reliable and time-tested 
part of the cavalcade of standards formula and especially good on 
over the past 20 years as albumed | summer replacements when relax- 
by Decca ing shows seem to be the order of | 

V ecca. , } { 

- 3 = -. the night. 

Of interest to the trade is Oe coma aatie: . eae 
whether “Your Hit Parade on Pa- . Take a Bow” is the “Kraft Mu- 
rade” as the stanza is tabbed, will Si¢ Hall” summer replacement for 
es vaitictentiv weighty. and in- the Al Jolson show, and it falls 
tricuing in content to retain that ito this category. Nelson Eddy and 
“Sunday at 7” habit when it stacks Dorothy Kirsten, with top notch 

* < < av v . < . . ° 
up against the competition of tune renditions and pleasent inter- 

oo o “ . "1 > « val ; = 
NBC's Hollywood-sianted giveaway, ludes of - —_ —_ oe _ 
scheduled for a mid-July preem. seta ag the ihursday night a | 

CBS has been alerted to the sum- Roth singing principals were in 
soni ope tp Aang entice = form ? mga gg ahaa ee 

c he geal cee Mk, aa. -| Their numbers had variety anc 
sorship deal for its $50,000 jackpot | ¢olor were easy a take po dy by | 
“Sing It Again” and permit for its . | 





; Biggs those eschewing longhair stuff, | 
BW itchover into the roe, — while bandleader Robert Am-| 
while Benny vacations. On the pruster contributed a sprightly 


basis of ‘“Parade’s” getaway broad- 
cast Sunday (5), it’s a cinch that 
Lucky Strike would have garnered 
more listeners in keeping the cov- vide a note of informality which 
eted 7-7:30 spot warm pending the the pro quipsters frequently lack. 
comic’s return in October. Ken Carpenter gives occasional 
“On Parade” features Russ Case help in the spoken humor dept. 
and his orch and singers Stuart, with good results, and his commer- 
Foster and Marjorie Hughes on the cials are in good taste. Jose. 
initial show, each alternating in re- 
vivals of the 1935 tunes that marked 
“Hit Parade’s” first year in radio. with Arlene Francis, John Conte, 
Such items as “Isle of Capri’ (Fos- Joe Bell 
ter), the year’s top film tune “Lul- Producer-Director: Wynn Wright 
laby of Broadway” (orch), “Every writers: Sam Taylor, Russell Beggs 
Day” and “Lovely to Look At” 39 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
(Miss Hughes), and the °45 fave, Sustaining 
“Soon” (Foster), got a going over, NBC, from New York 
with the Top 10 of each year sched- NBC toppers recently ballyhooed 
uled for a musical projection the statement that they were strik- 
weekly, Talent will be changed ing the phrase “summer replace- 
weekly. ment” from their lexicon. Their 
It was all pretty tame as musical policy, that June-September offer- 
shows go, lacking any of the nov-| ings should get all the spit-and- 
elty or distinctiveness to set it polish of year-round stanzas, ap- 
apart from a dozen other stanzas parently wasn’t whole - heartedly 
on the air. Rose. followed for this entry. The preem 
| broadcast showed evidences of a 
rushed-to-the-mike quality. 
JOHNNY LUJACK OF NOTRE Arlene Francis and John Conte 
DAME play husband and wife in a situa- 
With Johnny Lujack, Ed Prentis, tion comedy that reprises all the 
Angelyn Orr, Jack Evans, Art, old formula gags on matrimonial 
Hern, Boris Aplon; announcer’ Madness — women drivers, hen- 
Dave Ward ' ' 
Producer-Director: Kirby Hawkes versary-forgetting bitter halves. A 
Writer: George Anderson technical trick overworked on the 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5:30 p.m. broadcast was the fast cut. The 
Sustaining device was used from an argument 
ABC, from Chicago over a honeymoon in the moun- 


As a summer filler for the vaca- 
tioning “Jack Armstrong” series, 
“Johnny Lujack of Notre Dame” 
follows a format similar to most 
weekday adventure stories. Aimed 
strictly at the youthful element 
the show has a powerful drawing 
card in the former Notre Dame 


quarterback. the sound effects department, un- 
Each half-hour segment of the der the misconception that the | 
| 


piano solo. Ambruster, similarly, 
chipped in with comedic gab. While 
he isn’t a top spieler, he does pro- 








MY GOOD WIFE 


,/spouse to drive followed by a 
| sequence in which he gives her a 
lesson. 


thrice-weekly broadcast is a com- noise of a crashing car is the 
plete fictionalized yarn motivating height of hilarity. 
around Lujack, but not necessarily | 
devoted to his gridiron prowess. opener, was spanning 10 years of 
The initial airer Monday (6) pre- the couple’s life in short vignettes. | 
sented the pigskin hurler as a The quick takes contributed to the | 
champion of justice in his relent- spotty effect, while the latter part 
less effort to prove innocent a 16- of the show, which developed a 
year-old, who had been falsely ac- situation, sustained interest. 
cused of stealing. During the! Chief flaws lay in uneven script- 
course of the program Lujack gets ing. On the credit side were some 
into the proper amount of tight mature lines, a generally light ap- 
spots before he nails down the real proach and the capable thesping 
culprit. of Conte and Miss Francis. The 
As a thesper the former all- latter's infectious laugh—a_ know- 


‘ , ing, worldly laugh — socked home 
American is adequate, and an able ng bet pe Mee : 
assist is given by Ed Prentis as a several scenes. Bril. 
side-kick sportswriter. Production — 
was standard for this type pro- UP-TO-DATE c 
gram, though a little less stereo- 15 Mins., 7:15 p.m., Mon.-thru-Fri. 
typeness in the gangster roles ANDERSON BUICK CO. 
would be helpful. KJR, Seattle 

Bob Nichols, vet Seattle broad- 

caster, comes up with a new one, a 

THE GREEN LAMA daily roundup of feature and news | 
With Paul Frees, Ben Wright, Paul stories, chiefly anecdotal, with em- 
Dubov, Harry Bartell, Herb phasis on the unusual. Nichols does 
Vigran, Laurette Filbrandt, Nes- his usual top job, both on selec- 
tor Paiva; Larry Thor, announcer tion of material and delivery and 
Producer-director: Norman Mac- also handles commercials well. On 
Donnell this show the middle commercial 
Writers: Richard Foster, William was given over to the advertising 


Froug manager and service manager of 
30 Mins., Sun., 5:30 p.m. Anderson Buick, with copy on a 
Sustaining straight sales pitch emphasizing 


CES, from Hollywood economy of consistent service. 

Summer replacement for “Broad- items covered ranged from a 
wav’s Mv Beat” is satisfactory hot- story on Fido, the Fog Hound to 
weather mystery stuff, with exotic ©d¥ipment that is being. used to 
atmosphere added as extra who- dispel log at airports, plus number 
dunit flavor. Format follows the of local stories. Should do a good 
usual air crime mystery motif. but sales job. Reed. 
judged by Sunday’s (5) premiere, 
interest is sustained by good writ- 
ing. acting and situation. 

Action in the opener was a little 
fanciful, but pot eg — 
Plot involved a murder of an arch- : L 
eologist, the trail leading from tea = ge pega 
N. Y. to Mexico City, and involving 2 Pm 
a little romance on the side. Col- NEC. fron Heliyweed 
loquial dialog; a slew of false clues, * Ye a —e ett acne 
and good performances, helped put f Riley.” this © et for Life 
the program over. Paul Frees, as th poi Is oo ye ongs in 
the Green Lama, is convincing, and e ca egory of cops-and-robber 
support is good, Bron | (Continued on page 44) 





DRAGNET 

With Jack Webb. Charles McGraw, 
Rarton Yarborough 

Writer: Bob Ryf 

Director: William Rousseau 


This segment was heavily. 
hokey, calling for a big assist from Pore at 


slanted .quiz-giveaway 

















BILL HARRINGTON 


Singing star “Your Hit Parade” 
for Lucky Strike cigarettes on NBC 
Coast to Coast. 

Vocalian Recording Artist 
(Subsidiary of Decca) 
Exclusive Management 

DOUG STORER 

RKO Building, New York 20 








CALL THE POLICE ; 
With George Petrie, Amzie Strick- 


land, Robert Dryden, Santos 
Ortega, Cameron Prud’Homme, 
Arnold Moss, Grace Coppin, 


Kathleen Cordell, Jack Orrison; 
Hugh James, announcer 
Producer: John Cole 
Writer: Peter Barry 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
LEVER (RINSO) 
CBS, from New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
Coming in for the third succes- 
sive summer as hot-weather re- 
placement for “Amos ’n’ Andy,” 
“Call the Police” still holds inter- 
est as a breezy, suspenseful who- 


dunit. Premiere Sunday (5) told a 





LUCKY STRIKE HIT PARADE 
With Bill Harrington, Eileen Wil- 


Producer: James Bealle 
Director: David Whites 

30 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. . 
| AMERICAN TOBACCO 

‘NBC, from New York 


son, Hit Paraders, Mark Warnow 
Orch. 





(BBD&O) 
There isn’t much change in the 


‘Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” for the | 
"average listener, coincident with 
the shift of the show from the 
Coast to New York and the inser- 
tion of Bill Harrington and Eileen 


Wilson in place of Frank Sinatra 


and Beryl Davis and Mark War- 
now’s orchestra vice Axel Stork- 
dahl’s. 


First show with the new 
acts was aired Saturday (4) and in 
sum few differences were apparent. 

Luckies took on Harrington in 
place of Sinatra because it felt that 
it wanted a singer to deliver tunes 


| straight, that they were of prime 


| 


| 
} 


'a first performance could have had 


| 


importance to the premise of the 
show, rather than the style of the 
singer doing them. Under this rea- 
soning Harrington did a good job. 
His singing is okay, not outstand- 
ing on the basis of this show, but, 


a lot to do with that. The same ap- 
plied to Miss Wilson, although she 
generally turned up a better per- 
formance. That debut nervousness 
might have had a lot to do with 
the more or less minor faults of 
both was evident in the rhythm 
and slow ballad things such as ‘““A— 
You're Adorable’ and “Some En- 
chanted Evening’ where complete 
relaxation is necessary to aecuracy. 

Mark Warnow’s orchestra, for 
years an occupant of this slot, be- 
fore Sinatra and Stordahl, returned 
with this show. Arrangements and 
performance were excellent, the 
outstanding items being ‘Saber 
Dance,” an “extra” melody, and 
Warnow’s backing of Harrington on 
“Careless Hands.” Warnow’s tailor- 
ing of pop and standard tunes has 
always been top-drawer and he 
hasn’t lost the touch. 


Luckies commercials, which 


‘familiar tale of political corruption | haven’t changed in years on this 


in an average-sized city, 


it colorfully. Dialog was hep, and 
accompanying sound effects were 
| excellent. 

| Program was a little far-fetched, 
‘from trying to cover too much 
'ground. In addition to being a 
‘story of racketeering in municipal 


pecking better halves and anni-| politics, airer wove in a fantastic 


angle to hypo the whodunit, in this 
case having a politico’s femme cam- 
paign manager bump him off after 
a successful election, on romantic 
grounds. It helped confuse identity 


tains (which he wants) or at the of the culprit, however, and so was 
seashore (which she favors) to a. good whodunit material. 
| quick scene at Atlantic City. The | 


same flash cutting was used again | sioner: b j is 
when Conte vowed not to teach his | ‘ean ‘ reggae oe ae Se 


George Petrie, as police commis- 


and Amzie 
| Strickland, as the commissioner’s 
Girl Friday, head an engaging, ex- 
Rinso overdid the com- 
mercials, with the first two in be- 
fore 15 minutes had elapsed. 
Bron. 





Another defect of the series EARN YOUR VACATION 


With Jay C. Flippen, teacher par- 
ticipants; Johnny Jacobs, an- 
nouncer 

Director: Sterling Tracy 


but told | show, are as clubby as ever. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
{ 


, good and the between-tune gab is 


Writers: Bernie Smith, Hy Freed- | 


man 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS, from Hollywood 


CBS’ sustainer replacement for 
the Helen Hayes dramatic show, 
while the Electric Light & Power 
Cos. yield the Sunday at 9 time 
for the summer, is this teacher- 
show. It 
preemed Sunday (5) with Jay C. 


| Flippen in the emcee role and stays | 


on until July 31, when ‘Corliss | 


Archer” moves into the spot until 
the return of Miss Hayes in Oc- 
tober. 


The “comeon” for this stanza is a_ 


trip to any spot in the world desig- 


nated by the teacher participant, | 


with TWA footing the transporta- 
tion and Stromberg-Carlson pick- 
ing up the hotel tab. Format is re- 
duced to simple fundamentals: An- 
swer tour questions correctly and 
you're on your way. Contestants 
are allowed two consecutive misses 
before being eliminated: after one 
miss they can start over again. 

Answering the first three cor- 
rectly (they’re comparatively sim- 
ple) provides an extra dividend 
gift. It’s the fourth query that’s 
the stopper (‘What’s the oldest 
republic in the world?” “Who's pic- 
ture is on a $50 bill’), but the gal 
who won a cuffo trip to Guatemala 
on the first broadcast got it on a 
walk ‘(by identifying 106 Downing 
St.). 

It’s notably the fact that Flip- 
pen is constantly on the beam with 
some zippy bantering and the fact 
that the teacher contestants give 
the program a more than usual 
adult banter quality that earns for 
“Earn Your Vacation” a p!v* > ‘1g 
in summer programming. Rose. 


Wood. 


CURT MASSEY TIME 

With Martha Tilton, Country 
Washburn Orch, Charles Lyons, 
announcer 

Producer: Forrest Owen 

Writer: Margaret O’Flaherty 

15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 

MILES 

CBS, from New York 

(Wade) 


The 15-minute Monday through | 
Friday musical stanzas around the | 
dinner hour have reached a rigid- 
ity in format that dissipates the 
full value of the show. This type 
of program has been _ identified 
with sponsorship by Chesterfield, 
Campbell Soups, and now Alka- 
Seltzer has come into the act with 
Curt Massey and Martha Tilton, as 
a summer replacement for Herb 
Shriner. 

Show makes par for this course. 
The musical aspects are generally 


of a pleasant, harmless variety. 
Probably, that’s all that’s expected | 
of any program, especially one. 
that’s on five days weekly. 

This type of format has by now 
attracted to itself a fairly steady 
clientele, to whom it will little} 
matter whether commercials ring 
the welkin for  Chesterfields, | 
Campbell or Alka-Seltzer. It ap- 
pears that the Massey-Tilton com- 
bine has primary appeal to the 
younger elements, many of whom | 
are too young to get upset 
stomachs on a regular basis. 

The Country Washburn band, 
long identified with corn, has di-| 
minished its rustic mien and does 
a competent backing in a straight | 
vein. Jose. | 





MR. FIXIT 
With Jim Boles, Loretta Ellis, Ar- 
thur Van Horn; announcer, Van 
Horn 
Producer-director: Donald Blauhut 
15 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. 
GREYSTONE PRESS 
MBS, from New York 
(H. Bs Huniphrey) 


_ This 15-minute airer offers prac- | 
tical advice on “how to fix up your 
home yourself.” It will be listened 
to avidly by those interested in 
Saving the cost of labor on sundry 
household improvements. Hints 
are given by Jim Boles as “Mr. 
Fixit” in response to the questions 
of a_ typical domestic couple, 
Loretta Ellis and Arthur Van Horn. 
_ Subjects touched upon by Boles 
in the initial program Sunday (5) 
included how to hang wallpaper, 
move sticking drawers, prevent 
cold water pipes from dripping and 
raise dents in furniture. His was 
an easy, patronizing style that 
made the home repair tips appear , 
simplicity itself. Format shapes 


up as ideal one to sell the Grey- 
stone Press’ “Fixit Book.” Plugs 
Gilb. 


are lengthy. 


‘moves into its 
| phase with an impressive salute 


|‘‘Mother’ of 


LAWRENCE WE 
LK HI 
wii enth wood, mae 
t awrence Welk Orch, 
Ramsey, Dick Hill, Garth aee 
drews, Roy Woldrum, Bob 
Cromer; Ted Brown, emcee: 
Patti Page, guest , 
Writer-Producer: Bud Ernst 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
MILLER BREWING Co. 
ABC, from New York 
(Klay-Van Pietersom-Dunlap) 
ABC’s replacement for the 
Groucho Marx quizzer which jOins 
CBS next fall is a pleasant enough 
musical show. Lawrence Welk’s 
“Champagne Music” is commerei- 
ally schmaltzy and in the Guy Lom- 
bardo genre. As such it wil] have 
its greatest appeal for the older 
set. 
Format emphasizes Welk’s orch 
and a number of vocalists, aj. 
though not all are given billboard. 
ing. Bob Cromer, a Welk diseov- 
erv, vocalized the heavily-plugged 
“Riders in the Sky” and a novelty 
number, “Wedding Day,” ably 
backed by the chorus. Dick Hiij 
was Okay in a romantic solo and 
Helen Ramsey and Garth Andrews 
were a fair duet. Roy Woldrum, 


| another of the stick-swisher’s finds 
|whistled a tune, getting a neat 


effect with a vibraharp accompani- 
ment. 

Standout segment of the airing 
was the final eight minutes, which 
featured Patti Page as guest thrush 
in two numbers. Her warbling of 
“So in Love,” pointing up her 
husky voice to good advantage, was 
smouldering. However, teeing off 
with Miss Page, instead of holding 
her for the finale, would have 
added pace and punch. 

Feature of the stanza will be a 
cross-country tour with Welk, as 
“good will ambassador,” saluting 
a different city each week. Herald- 
ing of the junket repetitious, 
but a_ station master routine 
enumerating the cities to be cov- 
ered was effective. Singing com- 
mercials and linking of the orch’s 
“champagne music” tag with Miller 


Brew (“the champagne of beers”) 


was acceptable. Bril. 


CHICAGO THEATRE OF THE 
AIR 

With Donald Gramm, Nancy Carr, 
Lawrence Lane, Col. R. R. Me- 
Cormick, WGN orch and chorus, 
Lee Bennett, emcee 

Producer: Marion Claire 

Director: Henry Weber 

60 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. (CDT) 


| Mutual, from Chicago 


This WGN musical 


annual 


showpiece 
summer 


to the Gold Star Mothers in an 


| hour-long program of semi-classical 


and old standards. 

Format was traditional: solos by 
soprano Nancy Carr, baritone 
Donald Gramm and tenor Laws 


|/rence Lane, selections by the sta- 


tion orch and chorus under direc- 
tion of Henry Weber, and a short 
taik on military history by Col. 
Robert R. McCormick, Chi Tribune 


| publisher. 


“Theatre,” like the river, keeps 
on a-rolling, holding to its policy 
of presenting good music year in, 
year out. Program was well paced, 
and backed by a capable musical 
group. Lee Bennett’s announcing 
plugs for Gold Star moms was 
overly flowery, but did no harm 


_ against motherhood. 


Miss Carr sang ‘With All My 
Heart,” “Songs My Mother Taught 
Me” and “Through the Years” with 
a maximum of zest, but at one time 
was swamped by strong orch back- 
ing. Gramm handled “There Is No 


|Death” well and sustained the ef- 


fort with the Drinking Song from 
*“Martha.” 

Lawrence Lane made his Mutual 
debut with a pleasing rendition of 
Mine.” Newcomer 
showed confidence and an artful 
sense of cuing, as well as a Ccapa- 
ble tenor voice. 

Orch and chorus did well on 
“Polonaise” and assists on the varl- 
ous solos. Talk by Col. McCormick 
treated a phase of the Civil War. 
Chi Theatre is still good p.m. lis 
tening. Mart. 





BREAKFAST PARTY 


With Rena and Bob Lidyard 


| 30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 9 a.m. 


Graybar Electric 


| WHK, Cleveland 


(Gerst) 

Rena and Bob go visiting every 
morning to discuss with neighbor- 
hood listeners some of the pet 
problems of the day. Ovel coffee 
cups they verbally toss aroun 
such issues as wives wearing bobby 
socks, moppets attending movies, 
or other problems raised by W riter- 
ins. At the same time, the emcees 
turn the question to the neighbor 
hood dealer handling the Grayba 

roduct. 
r It adds up to a cute neighbor 
hood gimmick, but the “or 
tenor is not one to attract wl ; 
interest. At times the pe 
slips, despite the alert attention : 
the Lidyards, who seek to keep 
moving at the fastest possible pact: 
Too much talk, and not —_ 
diversification adds to the letharey 


Pia her se 


| 
{ 
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Program Hooperating Competition tion 
Lux Radio Theatre A ike 4 Fishing and Hunting —_- Washington, June 7 
J Club ; 1.1 1 Uy § ABC is mulling ways of getting « * 9 Drew Pearson and Robert S. 
Telephone Hour...... 8.4 siciilinaibiids di oa sated cate We County Fair Moves Back Allen today put the FCC on the 
i Le Aree err co , ; ; . nites — ‘mM ’ ‘ spot with a petition for an immedi- 
Walter Winchell...... 18.7 Electric Theatre...... 6.7 15.6 frequent basis. according to Mark To Day; B way Switches ate decision on their long-pending 
Mv Friend lrma........ 18.3 Arthur Gaeth LS 9.2 Woods. ABC prexy. The network ? application to take over the 50kw 
American Forum 15 topper points out that monthly The Borden-sponsored “County elea; channel facilities of the 
Contented Program 55 mags, for example, spend heavily Fair’ is moving back into daytime Wearst station, WBAL, Baltimore 
Talent. BCGOUUB .6 o0\ 084 66 16.8 Henry J. Tavlor is ae ee in newspapers when their publica- radio, where it originated Through their counsel Marcus 
Sherlock Holmes . 4.7 tions hit the stands, while network When Borden dropped its Wed-. Cohn, they told the agency it is 
“* Johns-Manville News 2.4 radio doesn’t see any of that coin. | nesday night at 9 half-hour musi- now over 14 months since the re« 
Voice of Firestone 5.5 \ setup which permits more flex- cal on CBS some months back, it ord was closed on the hearings 
Jack Benny....ccceoees 16.6 (No Sponsored  Pro- ible schedules would snare some of moved “County Fair” into the spot. and nearly three vears since they 
Programs) 10.8 these expenditures for the webs, Now the show reverts back to first applied. 
Fibber & Molly........ 16.2 Erwin D. Canham Woods feels Saturday afternoon at 2. This will “How long,” they asked is an ap- 
News 99 13.4 Woods’ basic approach is that permit Columbia to push up its plicant expected to hold itself in 
ee 14.2 Al Jolson 2 14.1 network radio must evolve a pat- 60-minute “This Is Broadway” readiness for the day that the 
Boh: Meee. snviavies ? 13.9 America’s Town Meet- tern which will attract new adver- show Now heard Wednesdays Commission might act?” Their pe- 
ing 56 15.6 tisers. “In the past,” he said, “the 9:30 to 10:30, it gets the 9 to 10 tition said that Pearson and Allen 
We. the People 65 webs have relied on some 125 big slot starting June 25 informed the agency last January 
Mob Hawk. :cccessecece 129 (No Sponsored . Pro- spenders for the lion’s share of - $$ —__—__-—- that they have been making sub- 
Programs) 11.5 their revenue. But today, when stantial interest payments to the 
Mr. Keen...sccecs ee ay Theatre U. S. A 31 12.4 television is cutting into AM in- WORL nH t Seat Maryland Trust Co. under contrac- 
Johns-Manville News 24 come, the nets must learn how to ,0 0 g tual arrangements for a bank loan. 
Burns & Allen 7.9 tap the thousands of companies They added that they have continu- 
People Are Funny...... 12.6 (No Sponsored  Pro- which have ad budgets of only . ing obligations-of serious concern 
Programs) 8.7 $50,000 or $100,000 and some com Th inl 9 on ¢ to them. In addition, they said, 
Crime Photographer.... 12.4 Name the Movie 26 12.0 | panies which spend about $750,000 (ows D 9 they are kept in “continued uncet 
Sealtest Variety Show. 7.4 a year but have never used net- tainty” as to what role they are to 
Mr. District Attorney... 12.3 Groucho Marx. 9.7 16.3 work radio.” Boston, June 7 play in long standing efforts to ob- 
Duffy's Tavern..... ee Milton Berle......... 8.0 15.8 According to Woods, the webs’ Despite plenty of active bidding tain the frequency. 
, County Fair.......... 50 present format is geared solely to {9 take over. WORL threw in the The petitioners said that since 
Stop the Music......... 11.8 Sam Spade aye 97 19.1 the bankroller who will buy week- sponge this week and signed off !ast February, when the FCC ad 
Lum & Abner........ 75 ly stanzas in 13-week or 52-week the air. vised that it wished to dispose of 
; Fred Allen 99 cycles. If radio allowed for more Station has been in trouble with the case as soon as possible, they 
eis ; aicsimeaaaiiae hn flexible insertion skeds, businesses the FCC since 1945. and during the have heard nothing. Their brief 





Radio More Than Holding Own In 





Cleve. Despite Mounting TY Sales 


By SANFORD MARKEY 


Cleveland, June 7 

Despite mounting sales of tele- 
vision sets in Greater Cleveland’s 
prime listening area, AM outlets 
continue to hold fast to a_ solid 
advertising base. 

Top AM consensus is that even 
with more than 60,000 video sets 
in the area, WEWS and, WNBK 
wont dent the advertising train 
for at least three to five years. 
Cleveland’s five major radio out- 
lets say that in the almost two 
years of TV operations, the num- 
ber of local accounts that have 
switched from AM to TV can be 
counted on one hand. 

In fact, two stations report bill- 
ings are up this year; the other 


three indicate they haven't sul- 
fered anv loss. 

General manager John Patt of 
WGAR_ says revenue is up as 


against last year this time, due to 
boosted rates, CBS’s landing of 
ex-NBC shows, and last but not 
least. “hard selling’ by local sales 
personnel. WJMO, sunup-to-sunset 
Operation also is in the 
Sugarcoated sales department. 
Patt declared that TV’s impact 
here was similar to the survey he 
made among 20 broadcasters “in 
(Continued on page 44) 


QUAKER OATS BUYS 
SAT. MUTUAL SHOW 


Quaker Oats has bought a half- 
hour on the full Mutual network 
for its “Man on the Farm,” a 
rural-slanied airer starring Chuck 
Acree. Show. will be heard Satur- 
days at 12 noon, local time, start- 
ing late in August and will be in 
addiiion to the sponsor's Roy 
Rogers series on the same web. 
The agency is Sherman & Mar- 
quette 





Ralston-Purina’s “Tom Mix” has 
been renewed for 52 weeks, effec- 
tive Sept. 26, when it will shitt 


from five quarter-hours a week to 
three half-hour periods. Same 
backer has also renewed its cross- 
the-board “Checkerboard Jam- 
bovree” for 52 weeks. Billings on 
both programs are estimated at 
$1.500.000 

“True Detective Mysteries” has 
been re-signed for its fourth year 
by Williamson Candy, starting 
Sept. 4. when it will move to Sun- 
davs at 5:30 p.m. That slot was 
vacated by “Quick As a Flash,” 
which was yanked off MBS by 
Helbros Watches last week. 


heavier: 





WOR’s ‘Runyon Theatre’ 
And ‘Friars Frolic’ (TY) 


Norman Livingston, WOR’s com- 
mercial program manager, an- 
nounced that the station has 
bought the “Damon Runyon Thea- 


tre.” transcribed series produced 
by Mayitair. Airer won't be skedded 
until a bankroller picks up the 
tab 

The MBS outlet is consider- 
ing “Friars Frolic’ as a tele pack- 
age. when WOR-TV makes _ its 
debut late this summer. Lou Holtz 


is mentioned as a possible emcee. 


Daytimers New 
Nocturnal Pitch 


Washington, June 7. 





Five davtime stations, including 
New York’s municipal outlet, 
WNYC, asked the FCC last week 


to take immediate action on their 


request of last November for spe- 


cial authority to broadcast after 
‘sunset for election returns and, 
‘other events. 


A petition filed by Mareus Cohn, | 
Washington counsel, said the con- 
cern of the stations to broadcast 
public interest programs is of “ex- 
treme” importance. With the com- 
ing of the fall and winter months, 
they declared, they do not know 
whether they will be forced to sign 


off at early afternoon and evening 
hours “Intelligent scheduling,” 
they said, “requires some indica- 
tion now as to what hours these 


will be permitted to 
erate In the future 

Joining in the petition were the 
outlets operated by the 


Stations op- 


davtime 


lowa State College of Agriculture 
(WO! \Mlichigan State College 
(WKAR). University of Oklahoma 
WNAD>). and Cornell University 
(WHC 

An effort was made by WNYC 


last November to obtain permission 
to stay up to broadcast national 
and local election returns. The 
Commission, however, refused to 
make an exception to a policy de- 
nving “afler-sunset’” authority to 
daytimers. New York, it held, was 
sufficiently served by other sta- 


j tions on election reports. 


not now using the medium might 
be able to do so. He pointed out 
that the chain’s new Kate Smith 
disk jockey stanza is aimed at pro- 


viding these smaller companies 
with a vehicle for getting into na- 
tional radio with a less costly 
show. 

In 1942, Woods recalled, the 
then-Blue net launched “John 
Freedom,” which featured team 
sponsorship. According to the 


'“team” plan, four bankrollers 
backed the stanza—each getting a 
mention on all broadcasts and a 
major plug every fourth week in 
rotation. “The idea was dropped 
during the war when ad coin was 
plentiful,” Woods explained, “but 
we might reprise it now as a means 
of pacting new backers.” 

Pointing to the growth of meth- 
ods of paring expenses for the ad- 
vertiser, Woods said that ABC 
was the first web to use a na- 
tional participating show, “Break- 
fast Club.” The net also cites 
“Stop the Music,” AM and TV, 
which lowers the backer’s nick by 
using multiple sponsorship. 


Commenting on ABC's recent 


1 . 

| budgetary slashes, Woods said that 
'they are a reflection of the “‘tight- 
ening up process” 


which all indus- 
tries are going through today. 
“When revenue and profits climb,” 
the ABC prez explained, “organi- 
zations take on additional people 
necessary in an expanding busi- 
ness. Conversely, when a decline 
(Continued on page 44) 


prolonged litigation has stayed on 
the air under temporary permits 
The FCC at length denied renewal 
charging hidden ownership, and 
the U. S. Supreme Court last 
month upheld the FCC charges. 

WORL thus wound up 23 vears 
on the Hub air as an indie. It was 
one of the first to introduce disk 
jockeys and for years plugged its 
“920 Club,” making it one of the 
top jock shows on the local air. In 
recent years, however, other local 
stations have perfected the disk 
jock operation and have long over- 
shadowed the little indie. The sta- 
tion has been licensed during the 
litigation to Broadcasting Service 
Organization, Inc., with Ashley L. 
Robison managing. 

Three applicants are now seek- 
ing the station’s wavelength via 
FCC and a decision is figured due 
this week. 





~ ANOTHER $2,000,000 


Washington, June 7. 

“Voice of America” appropria- 
tion for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1 was shaved another $2,000,- 
000 last week by a Senate Appro- 
priations sub-committee. 

State Department originally 
asked $36,000,000 for ‘“‘Voice”’ and 
associated program, which includes 
shortwave overseas broadecasis, ed- 
ucational motion pictures, etc. 


50 Stations Joining im Confabs 


On Multi-Lingual Field in N. Y. 


Pointing up the growing recogni- 
tion that there’s green grass in the 
multi-lingual field, outlets from all 
parts of the U. S. will take part in 


the Foreign Language Broadcast- 
ing Clinic at New York’s Hotel 
Roosevelt next Wednesday (15). 


The confab, which was proposed by 
WOV, N. Y., at the Chi NAB con- 
vention last April, will consider 
problems of broadening services 
and increasing revenue for the bi- 
lingual indies 


More than 50 stations have al- 
ready signed to take part in the 
proceedings, while many others, 


unable to come because of the long 
distances involved, have registered 
to receive transcripts of discus- 
sions Claude Barrere, secretary 
of the New York Radio Executives 
club, is assisting WC¥ in planning 
the meet. 

Agenda will include addresses by 


Ralph Weil, WOV general man- 
ager, and Tod Cott, chairman of 
the NAB’s Unaffiliated Stations 
Committee. Read Lewis, director 


|of Common Council for American 


Unity. will discuss foreign com- 
munities and their future develop- 


ments. Emil Mogul, agency top- 
per, will hold forth on what the 
agency wants from FL (foreign 


language) stations, and Dr. Sidney 
Roslow. director of The Pulse, will 
show how FL audiences can be 
audited 

Panels will 
of programming, 
sales Speakers in 
session will inelude Robert O. 
Miller, WSBC, Chi; Pierre Cren- 
French Broadcasting System. 
Pat Stanton, WJMJ. Phila., 
Arnold Hartley, WOV  pro- 
gram director, moderating. The 
sales panel will include George 
Lasker, WBMS, Boston; Jimmy 
Milne, WNHC, New Haven: John 
Dyer, WGES, Chi; Bill Moore, 
WBNX, N. Y.; and William Jory, 
WJLB, Detroit. Weil will moder- 
ate. Participants in the publicity 
discussion are to be announced. 

Jess Willard, NAB executive v-p.. 
will speak on “TV and FL—a pro- 
vocative preface to a future prob- 
lem.” 


include discussions 
publicity and 
the program 


esse 
and 
with 


| 


‘VOICE’ BUDGET SHAVED * 


pointed out that under the Admin- 
istrative Procedures Act, the Com 
mission is required to act with 
“reasonable dispatch.” A continu- 
ing policy of inaction, it said, ““may 
conceivably have the effect of de- 
ciding the disposition of the two 
applications.” WBAL’s — renewal 
has been kept on a_ temporary 
basis, pending the outcome of the 
Pearson-Allen application 

The application was filed in Sept., 
1946, shortly after the Commis- 
sion’s “Blue Book,” defining the re 
sponsibility of broadcasters, was 
published. WBAL was cited in the 
document as an illustration of a 
station having unbalanced  pro- 
gramming. 


‘MITCH’S PITCH’ GETS 
U. OF DENVER AIRING 


Denver, June 7. 

How to capture the sales - pro- 
motion dollar will be the theme 
f the Third Professional Radio 
Clinic to be held at the U. of 
Denver July 25-Aug. 26. Specialiyv 
designed as short courses for sta- 
tion personnel will be three one- 
week clinic. in radio sales, radio 
for retailers and radio news. 

Maurice Mitchell, director of the 
NAB’s new Broadcast Advertising 
Bureau, will lead off the series of 
professional clinics the week of 
Aug. 8. For five days “Mitch's 
Pitch” will deal with the funda- 
mentals of sales tools and _ tech- 
niques that have -proved success{ul 
in wooing the advertiser’s coin into 
radio—and making the dough re- 
turn dividends to the bankroller 

The second clinic, during the 
week of Aug. 15, will feature 
Howard Abrahams, sales promo- 
tion director of the National Retail 
Dry Goods Assn., discussint how 
to sell retailers on radio. 


( 


~ 


Symph Sid’s All-Niter On 
WJZ After WMCA Exit 


WMCA, N. Y. indie. 
down from a 24-hour to a 20-hour 
daily broadcast sked starting Mon- 
day (13), and WJZ. ABC's key in 
Gotham, will start round-the-clock 
operations June 20. Involved in 
the switch is the shift of Symphony 
Sid Torin from WMCA to WJZ 

Torin wiil be heard from 12 mid- 
night to 5:45 a.m. daily in a par- 
ticipating show on the network out- 
let. He is being replaced on 
WMCA by Bucky Kozlow, staff disk 
jockey, who will broadcast from 
11 p.m. to 2 a.m., when the station 
will take a four-hour daily hiatus. 
WMCA announced that its new 
“Night Watch” stanza will drop 
Torin’s bop and jive, Negro-slant- 
ed policy in favor of an appeal toa 
diversified audience. 


is cutting 
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GUARANTEES 
YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT Sam 
Le 

OF 

CUSTOMERS 





Variety has 100% Reader- 
ship (Via PAID Subscription) 
amongst the TOP ad agencies 
controlling 95% of ALL the 
radio and Television billing! 
(Time, Talent, Spot, Transcrip- 
tions, Etc.). 


That's why VARIETY’S 
forthcoming 4th ANNUAL 
RADIO-TELEVISION REVIEW 
and PREVIEW is the medium 
to tell these buyers just what 
you as a station, transcription 
company, TV film producer, 
actor, director, producer or 
writer in Radio and Televi- 
sion have to offer. And at the 
same time show them the 








record you have built for 
yourself. 


Make your space reserva- 
tion NOW at any VARIETY 
office listed below. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 19, HOLLYWOOD 28, 
154 West 46th Sr. $6311 Yucca Street 
CHICAGO 1, LONDON W.C. 2 


8 St. Martin's Place 


360 N. Michigan Avenue 
Trafalgar Square 
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AMers Moving Into TV Seen Due For ‘ FALL TO) RE 


‘Bad Headaches i 


Washington. 
moving into 


June 7. 


Radio stations the 
television field are in for some 
“very bad headaches” arising from 
union jurisdictional confiicis An 
analysis of the problem, by Richard 
P. Doherty of the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters, warned members 
last week they can expect in- 
creased “segmentized feather- 
bedding” and higher costs of tele- 
vision, both to the station and 
sponsors. 

NAB told members that to en- 
courage jurisdictional strite “is to 
jeopardize the future efficiency of 
television operations.” It also ad- 
vised AM-TV operators not now 
having unions that it would be 
“very unwise” to foster its develop- 
ment It is contrary to the labor 
laws. it said, for management to 
promote a given union. 

Where a union is represented in 
AM, members were told, “the 
broadcaster has nothing to lose, 


and undoubtedly much to gain, by | 


agreeing to the extension of this 
coverage to the corresponding unit 
in television.” While doing so may 
entrench a particular union, NAB 
suid, it will tend to minimize “the 
very real hazards of future juris- 
dictional trouble.” 

The analysis found “little, if any 
possibility” of a jurisdictional 
problem involving musicians. How- 
ever, it noted, a most difficult 
problem might develop if the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists represented AM and TV 
staff announcers and another 
union had jurisdiction over actors 
and singers used in video. 

While the technical unions 
seemed to have worked out an un- 
derstanding on jurisdiction at the 
moment, NAB asserted, “chronic 
jurisdictional schisms appear, from 
time to time, in many stations 
where dual representation pre- 
Vails.” 


Berle-Kirsten-Mastice 
Name-Calling Pays Off 
With Publicity for All 


Metopera singer Dorothy Kir- 
sten’s threat to sue Milton Berle 
for an alleged burlesque of her 
singing on a recent “Texaco Star 
Theatre” show threatens to become 
a free-for-all legal battle with 
plenty of publicity as the payoff. 
As soon as Miss Kirsten announced 
her intention of suing Berle, Kath- 
erine Mastice, who impersonated 
Miss Kirsten on the show, similarly 
announced her intentions of suing 
Miss Kirsten for making deroga- 
tory remarks about her voice and 
looks. 

Miss Kirsten originally said she 
would sue because the Berle epi- 
sode lampooned her artistry. She 
claimed that a scratchy phonograph 
record played an aria from “La 
Traviata” while a singer mouthed 
the words. She didn't like the re- 
sult. 


Miss Mastice, on the other hand, 
Says she did the singing and Miss 
Kirsten’s aspersions reflect upon 
her artistic stature, adding she will 
sue the Metop star for $100,000. 
Yesterday (Tues.) Miss Mastice in- 
vited the press to hear her perform 
at a suite in the Biltmore hotel, 
nN 2. 

Miss Kirsten will leave the Coast 
Thursday (9) following her Kraft 
Music Hall broadcast. She has a 
Singing date Friday in Philadelphia 
and will confer with her attorney 
the following day in N. Y. 








‘Howdy’ Shoe Sponsor 


Chicago, June 7. 
International Shoe Co., St. Louis 
has picked up the tab on “Howdy 
Doody” show 30 minutes, once 
pare 4 on Weds., starting Aug. 17 
for 39 weeks via NBC, with likeli- 
hood of pushing the sked to 52 
weeks in the near future. 
Agency is Henri, Hurst & 
Donald, oedieis 


Me- 


© 


‘aged by 


in Union Problems 





Merman’s Ford Show 


Ethel Merman has been signed 
as temcee and hostess for the 
first of a series of three half-hour 
variety shows which will replace 
“Through the Crystal Ball” on 
CBS-TV starting June 20. With 
“Ball” yanked after Monday night’s 
(6) airing, Ford Motors has three 
more weeks to fill to wind up the 
time commitment. 

Trio of vaudeos are to be pack- 
the William Morris office, 
Which will supply the talent. Bert 
Lahr has been set as one of the 
guests on the first show 


Chi Writers Beef, 
Vs. Idea Piracy 


Chicago, June 7. 

Beefs against the use of release 
clauses in TV auditions are being 
sounded here by tele writers, with 
fire directed mainly against WNBQ 
and WENR-TV. One writer is 
known to be considering a lawsuit 
against one station result of 
alleged piracy of his program idea. 

Station program directors here 
have pooh-poohed the _ charges, 
pointing out that the system of 
acts and writers signing releases 
before their auditions is standard 
tele practice among all stations. 
Most important part of release, 
according to WNBQ program di- 
rector Ted Mills. is actually the 
date on it, which is necessary pro- 


as a 


tection for stations and _ nets 
against phoney lawsuits. 

Both Mills and WENR-TV pro- 
gram chief Fred Kilian pointed 
out the impossibility of control- 
|} ling an idea. Most tele shows, 
they said, are being built around 


standard entertainment ideas of 
long vintage. 

Headquarters for the writers’ 
complaints is the Radio Writers 
Guild office here, where many TV 
ideas and scripts are registered by 
ithe — scripters. RWG _ secretary 
| Phyllis Gordon has skedded at 
least five gripes thus far. No Guild 
|action is planned at present, but 
one independent scripter has been 
sounding out legal counsel with a 
view to taking his case to the 
courts. 


GROUCHO, ELGIN SEEK 
RADIO-VIDEO FORMAT 


Hollywood, June 7. 

Groucho Marx and Elgin Ameri- 
can, his sponsor, are casting 
around for a combined radio-video 
format for the comic’s fall stint. 
Hal Roach, Telefilm Film Tone 
Corp. and other vidpiec producers 
have already been approached re- 
garding bids on lensing the show. 

Groucho. unlike ether come- 
dians who have refused to do both 
air and video stints on the grounds 
that it would be a_ back-breaking 
job, is willing to do both. How- 
ever, it has to be simultaneously. 
Under current non-cable condi- 
tions, Groucho would be seen 
and/or heard on the Coast and 
heard only in the east that week. 
Following week eastern viewers 
would see him in kinepic of show. 

He won't go east to do the pro- 
gram, his brother - manager, 
Gummo Marx said. Additionally, 
show won't be kinescoped because 
the brothers feel kinnies don't 
compare in quality with regular 
film. “We've succeeded in taping 
our radio show.’ Gummo. said, 
“and we want the same quality 
protection in tele.” 

Deal hasn't been inked with the 
bankroller, Gummo said, and won't 
be until question of facilities and 
,costs for lensing are ironed out, 





| type shows 


ALO 


Al 


program 
chance to rebuild 
structure during -the 
upcoming summer hiatus period, 
look for no drastic format changes 
when the new season is launched 
next fall. Consensus is that the 
general categories of shows will re- 
main the same but that each will 
be given increased impetus via the 
entry of new name _ personalities 
from the Coast and the develop- 
ment of a large number of house 
packages during the summer. 
Only trend in the works is the 
emphasis by the program super- 
visors on domestic and situation 
comedy programs. According to 
CBS-TV veepee J. L. Van Volken- 
burg and program chief Charles 
Underhill, the vaudeo and revue- 
will continue to hold a 
high place on the video menu. But, 
they pointed out, not many ad- 
vertisers can afford the budgets 
which such programs now com- 











AM 


“elevision 
Py with a 
their show 


il 


network 


mand. Hence, CBS is concentrating | 


now on building situation 
edies, such as ‘‘Mama,”’ 
off this month. 

NBC-TV program chief Norman 
Blackburn similarly expressed a 
desire for more programs of this 
type. As a starter, he revealed that 
“Mary Kay and Johnny,” which 
preemed on NBC before switching 
to CBS-TV last fall, will return to 
NBC Monday (13) in the 7 to 7:15 
p.m. slot as a partial replacement 
for the vacationing “‘Kukla, 
and Ollie.” Blackburn disclosed 
also a televersion of “One Man’s 
Family” would bow in soon on 
NBC-TV, with producer Carleton 
Morse bringing the radio troupe 
into N. Y. from the Coast 

CBS-TV has no immediate plans 
for kinescoping Coast-originated 
programs for transmission on the 
east and midwestern nets, with the 
exception of the Jack Benny and 
Ed Wynn stanzas which start in 
the fall. NBC may have a few such 
programs on the air during the 
summer. Blackburn said a group 

(Continued on page 42) 


CBS Grabs Of 
TV Blackouts 


CBS has snatched Ken Murray's 
“Blackouts” away from ABC-TV 
and has signed the vaude-revue 
for a three-year ride. 39 weeks a 
year. ABC had the “Blackouts” 
on a two-week option, but was un- 
able to wrap up a sponsor in that 


com- 
which tees 





| period. 


CBS, meanwhile, brought out a 
bigger bankroll and reportedly is 
paying Murray a flat sum, with 
price of the remainder of the show 
to be worked out later with the 
backer. Murray. according to re- 
ports, had been asking $20.000 for 
the package. 

“Blackouts” has been playing at 
Hollywood's E) Capitan theatre for 
seven years and will wind up its 
run there in August. to open in 
N. Y. at the Ziegfeld in Septem- 
ber. No starting date or time slot 
has been set, but the televersion 
will be an hour-long stanza using 
current and old “Blackouts” mate- 
rial as well as specially-written 
sketches. 


‘Riley's’ Oct. 4 TY Preem 


“Life With Riley.” recently 
bought by Pabst Beer to replace 
Eddie Cantor, bows in on NBC tele- 
vision Oct. 4 in the Tuesday night 
9:30 to 10 spot. Time had been 
optioned by the Warwick & Legler 
ad agency for Cantor's projected 
TV show but when the comedian 
refused to do both radio and tele 





on a once-weekly basis, Pabst re- 
placed him with “Riley.” 
Televersion is to originate in 


New York. Radio side of “Riley,” 
will continue to originate from the 
Coast and will take over the Friday 
night at 9 slot, occupied until now 
by Cantor. 


Fran | 
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NBC- TVs Sweeping Program Dept. 


Revamp to Accent House Shows 





The Long Voyage Home 

CBS news and special events 
chief Edmund A Chester, 
after being with the web al- 
most 10 years, finally made it 
to the homeoffice After su- 
pervising CBS’ short-wave ac- 
tivities for almost nine vears 
in a building across the street 
from the 485 Madison head- 
quarters, he was shifted to the 
temporary TV offices across 
from the Grand Central Ter- 
minal studios. As of Monday 
(6), he became one of the 
web's tele execs to move into 
the h.o. 

Tele department has now 
taken over completely the 14th 
floor of the CBS headquarters. 
Veepee J. L. Van Volkenburg, 
program chief Charles Under- 
hilll, assistant program chief 
Jerry Danzig, sales manager 
David Sutton and other execs 
moved in on Monday, replac- 
ing the radio staffers formerly 
there. 


CBS-TV Tightens 
Sustaining Belt 


CBS television, with many of its 
sponsored shows leaving the air 
for the summer, plans to axe a few 
of its sustainers in an attempt to 
consolidate part of the loss. NBC- 
TV, for its part, is mulling the pos- 
sibility of cutting down its day- 
time programming to save costs 
during the summer. 

Charles Underhill, 
admitted that “we're 
hard hit by hiatuses.”” Among the 
web's sustainers now slated for 
the retrenchment route are “What's 








CBS-TV chief, 
Zoing to be 


It Worth,” “Kobb’s’ Korner,” 
“Manhattan Showcase.” ‘Finale 
from Flatbush” and ‘Your Sports 


| Special.” While substitutions for 
| the vacationing sustainers have not 
been set, Underhill intimated they 
would be replaced mostly by film, 


least costly. method of TV_ pro- 
gramming. Underhill said. how- 
ever, that CBS would keep intact 


its present daytime schedule. 

NBC program director Norman 
Blackburn said hjs web has no in- 
tentions of trimming its evening 
sustainers, but conceded the day- 
time log might undergo some 
changes. Program department is 
now considering these changes, 
which might take the form of con- 
solidating two or more programs 
into one, thereby saving both time 
and money. Blackburn said that 
“no definite decisions’ have been 
made yet. 

DuMont and ABC-TV will 
keep their present daytime 
grams intact. 


TV’S HOTTEST TIME 
SEGMENT OPENS UP 


One of the hottest half-hours in 
television—Monday night at 9 on 
CBS-TV—will open up July 4 
when the Ford dealers’ ‘“‘Through 
the Crystal Ball” leaves the air. 
Advertisers have already begun 
spirited bidding for the time and 
CBS expects to sew up a bank- 
roller for the segment before tle 
end of the week. 

Time is particularly valuable be- 
cause it is cushioned between the 
high - rated yodfrey’s Talent 
Scouts” from 8:30 to 9 and “Gold- 
bergs” from 9:30 to 10. Former 
program had a 56.8 Hooper in the 
May results, with “Goldbergs” 
coming in at 51.5. Time had been 
under option to Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt for “Ford Television The- 
atre,”’ which took over the full 9 
to 10 hour on its once monthly air- 
ings. With that show returning in 
the fall at a new Friday night time, 
the Monday night schedule was 
, thrown open, 


also 
pro- 





+ 


' ations. 


in a move desig- 
nated to hypo development of 
house-built packages, this week ef- 
fected a sweeping realignment of 
its program department, creating 


NBC television, 


four new sub-divisions to be super- 
vised directly by program chief 


Norman’ Blackburn. Web also 
created a separate business depart- 
ment for TV, naming as its direc- 
tor J. Robert Myers, former 
ant to tele chief Carleton D. Smith. 
Latter remains as overall director 
of the deb’s tele operations. 
According to Blackburn, his de- 
partment was reorganized to dele- 
gute to the new sub-division cnhiets 
some of the authority and handling 
of assignments that formerly ac- 
crued to him. It is also believed 
the move will permit NBC to con- 
centrate on more network pro- 
gramming within the web, thereby 
taking the burden off the ad agen- 
cies. Blackburn has consistently 
pointed out there will be no fight 
for program control between the 
webs and agencies, but maintains 
the ad outfits. because of TV's pro- 
duction problems, have neither the 
time nor personnel to build shows 
for all their clients on their own. 
Named to hand up the new sub- 
divisions are Robert W. Sarnoff, as 


AaSSISt- 


production manager; Charles 
Prince, as manager of talent and 
program procurement, and Fred 
Shawn, as operations chief.  Di- 


rector of the fourth department, 
that of new program development, 
has yet to be filled. In addition, 
Warren Wade, heretofore national 
production manager, was upped to 
exec producer, and will supervise 
production on the web's top shows. 
Fred Coe, Bill Garden, Roger Muir 
and Vic McLead were named staff 


producers, and the film division, 
headed up by Russ Johnston, is 
henceforth te report direciiy to 


Smith. 

Sarnoff, as production manager, 
will coordinate activities of all pro- 
ducers, directors, writers and other 
program personnel. Prince is to 
head up the talent department and 
will also supervise NBC-TV sports, 
music, public affairs and education. 
Shawn, back with NBC after two 
years as manager of WMAL-TV 
(Washington), will oversee produc- 
tion facilities, program and studio 
schedules and master control oper- 
Coe, Garden, Muir and 
McLeod will assume increased re- 
sponsibilities, deciding on the 
types and quality off all shows in 
their charge. 


Anybody Wanna Buy 
‘Toast’ for Summer?; 
Linc.-Mercury Gives OK 


CBS television is pitching Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” tor 
sponsorship during the 13-week 
hiatus being taken by the Lincoln- 
Mercury dealers starting after the 
June 19 broadcast. Web will sell 
it, however, only to a non-com- 
peting sponsor. 

CBS originally planned to air 
the show as a sustainer during the 
summer but decided on second 
thought there was nothing to pre- 
vent it from picking up another 
bankroller. According to a spokes- 





man for the web, neither Lincoln- 
Mercury nor the Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt ad agency, which handles 


the account, will have a complaint 
since they will be getting back a 
high-rated program with a ready 





audience when they return in the 
fall. 

June 19 broadcast will mark 
exactly one year for “Toast,” 
which preemed June 20, 1948. as 
a CBS-TYV sustainer. 

cE ® ’ b 
Live’ Auto Com'Is. 
Detroit, June 7 
An eight-foot square opening 


has been cut from the north wall 
of WXYZ-TV’s studio “B” to en- 
able Detroit’s video-minded auto 
dealers to display their products. 
Autos can now be driven onto 
the stage for use in commercial 
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Sponsored programs on 
, lelevision are viewed in nearly 
twice as many major markets 


as those on any other network.* 


* Averages from Api il Rorabaugh Report 
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iv PAYS TO BE IGNORANT 
With Tom Howard, Lulu McCon- 
nell, Harry McNaughton, George 

Shelton; Townsmen Quartet 
Producer: Tom Howard 
Director: Hugh Rogers 
Vriter: Ruth Howard 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining ; 

CBS-TY, from N. Y. 

“It Pays to Be Ignorant,” aired 
Sunday nights on CBS-AM as a 
sustainer, has been lifted by the 
web into television a summer 
replacement for Arthur Godtrey's 


as 


“Talent Scouts.” Only trouble 1s, 
the show was lifted too bodily 
Not enough concessions were 
made to the visual aspects of the 


medium to make it pay off on TV, 
with the result that its audience 
pull. at in its present guise 
will probably be confined to that 
part of the public which tunes In 
the show on AM. 

Program is admittedly a travesty 
on radio quiz shows and has 
emcee Tom Howard and his panel 


least 


SO 


of “experts” seated at desks. same 
as with other TV quizzers. But, 
where. the others attempt to vVis- 
ualize their questions, that would 
be a difficult task for the zany 
questions Howard tosses out Only 
visualization on the preem, conse- 
quently, lay in the antics of the 
p:vel—Lulu McConnell, Harry 
WeNaughton and George Shelton. 
They deferred to TV only via gag 
cos‘umes, which was not enough 
to overcome their obvious at- 
tempts to hide the scripts lying 
be‘ore them. 

Four leads are certainly visual 


enough to have a more interesting 
TV show built around them, which 


might be created through ques- 
tions that could be dramatized in 
some way With not much to do 
but cut from one speaker to an- 
other, director Hugh Rogers had 
little trouble in manipulating his 


cameras Townsmen Quartet 
handled their single musical inter- 
lude okay, but the instrumental 
number played by the four-piece 
combo was slightly marred through 
the 


the lenses concentrating on 
wrong instruments at the wrong 
time Stal. 


TED STEELE SHOW 

Producer-director: Ken Redford 

30 Mins.;: Mon. thru Fri., 12 noon 

Sustaining 

C’°sS-TV, from N. Y. 
Singer-musician Ted Steele, 

brought over to CBS-TYV via a raid- 


inz coup on the DuMont web, is 
Cuplicating the  cross-the-board 
stint he tormerly did over Du- 


Mont’s WABD. Simple format, car- 
ried by Steele on his former opus, 
paid off with okay ratings then, so 
there is every indication he will be 
just as popular as a CBS artist. 

On the basis of the show caught 
(7), it’s a one-man variety program. 
Stecle sang, played his piano and 
chatied intimately with his viewers 
in the cute manner that lures the 
housewives, who eomprise most of 
his daytime audience, to the dial. 
That idea of reading fan mail sent 
in by viewers is okay but he should 
dispense with running in photos ot 
some of the kid fans. It gives his 
show a “Small Fry” touch, which 
might not sit too well with pros- 
peciive bankrollers. 

The anonymous phantom voice, 
with whom Steele conversed, added 
a neat touch to the program, keep- 


ing it from dragging during the 
half-hour. Producer-director Ken 


Redford, with only the star to con- 
centrate on, could work the show 
with a single camera but uses two 
for a greater variety of angles and 
to cut in those fan pictures. Steele 
replaces the Warren Hull show on 


CBS-TV. . Stal. 
FRANK LEAHY 
30 Mins.;: Sat. (May 28) 
Sustaining 
WricT, Memphis 
rank Leahy’s preem TV. show 


over WMCT last week proved that 
the Notre Dame football mentor 
can easily tote “the mail” via tele- 


vision. The Irish coach, who 
visited Memphis on his anmual 
football clinic under the banner 
oi the Coca-Cola Co., and Early 
Maxwell Associates, packaged a 
breezy spot show which was high- 
lighted by several film sequences 


of Notre Dame’s past grid attrac- 
tions and _ topflight performers. 
Leahy's adlib commentary in the 

background was well handled. 
Leahy’s quick segue of describ- 
ing plays and players in show 
proved a socko audience appealer. 
Televiewers in this sector were 
Riven a neat “dressing room” pat- 
ter which the Irish head coach sold 
with socko style. Leahy’s free- 
easy style in front of cameras also 
demonstrated that the South Bend 
grid director's TV show will catch 
on when it hits other TV outlets. 
Prior to moving in and emceeing 
and directing- his own 30-minute 
stint. Leahy was interviewed by 
WMCT's Charlie Sullivan on his 

past football coaching records. 
Matt. | 


Starring Jack Carter; 


CAVALCADE OF STARS 
with The 
Fontaines (3), The Arnauts (2), 
Joan Edwards, Peter Lorre, Mc- 
Carthy and _ Farrell, 
Spear’s Orch (13). 


Producer-Director: Milton Douglas 
| 60 Mins., Sat. 9 


p.m. 
DRUG STORE TELEVISION 
PRODS. 
DuMont, from N. Y. 
(Stanton B. Fisher) 

Another vaudeo show. A better 
than average one, perhaps. with 
Jack Carter as the emcee, but still, 
the same old acts. the same old 
format—the same old vaudeo 


Carter. a fast-talking comedian, 
kept this first show together 
neatly. aided by a good crop of 


performers. Here and there Carter 
came up with some of his special- 
ties. namely his impersonations, 
which he has been doing in the 
varieties for the last several years. 
He generally pointed up his capa- 
bilities though, at the same time, 
stressing that he should slow up 
his routine a little for the video 
cameras. For this new family time 
one can’t propel comedy as one 
would in a cafe—it’s got to 
slower. 

Heading the supplementary lay- 
out were Peter Lorre, the screen 
bogevman. and singer Joan Ed- 
wards. Lorre has been around 
plentv on TV. with his recitation 
of “The Telltale Heart.’ and here 
he again did a repeat of that turn. 
later he and Carter did a familiar 
mad-doctor bit that was short on 


laughs. 

Miss Edwards.  self-accomping 
at the piano, got over well with 
her vocalistics, the first from the 
piano, the second a bit detailing 


the tribulations of a wife neglected 
because of her husband's constant 
desire to watch TV. Then Carter 


and Miss Edwards dueted “A 
You’re Adorable.’ 

Gene McCarthy and Tommy 
Farrell went over with a comedy 
routine, some of it familiar, par- 
ticularly the newsreel bit. 

The Fontaines, two men and a 
woman, did acrobatics and terps, 
a good opener. The Arnauts (2), 


two-man team, did their standard 
bird whistling, a big click. 
Whelan Drug Stores is picking 
up the tab in N. Y. on this layout, 
and featured bargain buys in their 
commercials. Otherwise. the spon- 
sor is listed as Drug Store Tele- 
vision Productions. comprised -of 
one drugstore chain in each of 10 


cities reached by the show. Kahn. 
CUT 
With Carl Caruso, Alan Logan 


Trio, others 

Producers: Jerry Layton and Wil- 
bur Stark 

Director: David Lowe 

60 Mins. Sat. 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
DuMont, from New York 
It sometimes seems downright 


ungrateful for a televiewer to de- 
mand that a program just begging 
to give away thousands of dollars 
weekly in merchandise do it enter- 
tainingly. A lavish hand in doling 
out gifts is only one requisite in a 
successful giveaway. The. other 
seems to be an interesting method 
of dispensing largesse. 

DuMont’s “Cut” scems te lack 
the latter requisite. There's little 
imagination or ingenuity on this 


show and Carl Caruso as conter- 
encier doesn't infuse the show 
with sufficient spark to make it 


worthwhile to hang around even 
for all the handy gadgets in the 
show's wafehouse. 

The conception of the show isn’t 
too ingenious. There’s a set of 
actors with amateurish scripts who 
enact situations that are supposed 


to suggest something or other. 
Operator gets a viewer on the 
phone and if correct answer is 


given, fan gets a crack at guessing 
the identity of a personality who's 
visage is spun around too rapidly 
to be readily identified. 

For variety, the Alan Logan trio 
spins an occasional tune and a 
cartoonist poses a problem to be 
deciphered by the viewer. 

Entire layout is without warmth. 
Show needs vast transfusions of 
humor and personality. After that 
its wealth will be easier to take. 


Jose 
HERE'S A CLUE 
Producers: Bill Green, Maxwell 
Rafkin 
Director: Barry Eliot 
30 Mins.. Thurs., 10 p.m. 
RESTAURANT & GRILL PUB- 


LICITY SERVICE 
WNHC-TV, New Haven 

Preem of this new giveaway con- 
tained more bugs than a DDT prov- 
ing ground. Under-prepared and 
eventually resorting to ad-lib when 
the script went awry, program still 
managed to hit viewers with some- 


thing that indicated a_ potential 

draw when they get around to 
polishing up the working parts. 
Although no announcement. is 


made to this effect (there’s no com- 

mercial), program is a promotion 

tor statewide biz boost in bars. 
(Continued on page 42) 
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BEN LUDLOW 
MUSIC 
Candlelight Review—NBC-TV 
Call the Police—CBS 
Scattergood Baines—MBS 











INDIANAPOLIS RACE 


With Dick Pittinger, Earl Town- 
send, Scotty Fauvre, Paul Rob- 
erts, announcers. 

Producers: Fred Mullen, Gene 


Starbecker 


4 Hours, 16 Mins. (May 390) 10:30 
a.m, 

WFBM-TY, Indianapolis 
WFBM-TV premiered here im- 


pressively May 30 with telecast of 
complete 4500-mile race at Indian- 
apolis Motor Speedway. Four-hour 
and 16-minute program, believed 
to be longest inaugural event and 
longest remote control sporting 
show yet televised, went off with- 
out a hitch, giving television inter- 
est powerful impetus in this terri- 
tory. Debut was witnessed by esti- 
mated 200,000, including thousands 


in taverns, private clubs and on 
streets around store window dis- 
plays. Reports of clear reception 


received from Chicago, Louisville, 
Cincinnati and Niles, Mich. 
Technical setup included two 
cameras in press paddock and third 
atop grandstand E at Speedway, 
giving fine sweep of main stretch, 
dangerous southwest curve, pits 
and milling crowds in infield of 242 
mile track. One crackup was regis- 
tered instantaneously. allowing 
newspaper workers in downtown 
office to scoop their own staff on 
the spot. Cars were too small for 
video viewers to identify, but an- 
nouncers’ running commentary 
brought all the action into near 
focus. Slick job in long grind was 
done by Dick Pittinger and Earl 


Townsend, who divided main chore. 


Lulls in race were filled by in- 
terviews with racing celebrities 
present. handled 
Paul Roberts and 
Much feature material 


Scotty Fauvre. 
on past 


races, including previous winners | 


and old cars, was introduced trom 
studio on switchbacks. Variety of 
presentation kept first local TV 
audience absorbed from spectacu- 
lar start to the big moment when 
Bill Holland finally got checkered 


flag. 

Elaborate installation, utilizing 
2.000 feet of cable stretched from 
bus which housed controls to 
camera on southwest turn, was 
credit to Chief Engineer Harold 
Holland. Change-of-pace program 


was directed by Fred Mullen and 


Gene Starbecker. Twelve en- 
gineers were on job at track. 
Rights to televise race were 


granted by Speedway. Perfect Cir- 
cle Co. and Mutual network on con- 
dition it be sustaining. But WFBM- 
TV used spot announcements on 
half-hour. station breaks. Sixteen 
of these plugs were sold at $100 
each. Cost of vicking up race was 
about $7.800. There wasn't a seri- 
ous bobble all day. Corb. 


RUSS DAVID ENTERTAINS 
With Russ David, Dottie Bennett 
Producer-Director: Russ David 
30 Mins., Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
RCA-ViCTOR 
KSD, St. Louis 

Music lovers get .gobs of enter- 
tainment of this combo program 
that includes a quizzer and give- 
away. David, maestro of KSD’s 
orch and widely known dance band 
leader in this neck of the woods. 


‘and Miss Bennett, who is an eve 


filler. scored solidly with their 
stint. Format of program: David 
and the gal sit at the piano, chat 
informally between piano numbers 
by David and ditties by Miss 
Bennett. 

They sing and play request num- 


bers. Then the musical quiz high- 
lights the program. David plays 
four unnamed songs, usually faves 


ot tormer years and Miss Bennett 
places phone calls to four persons 
who write postcards asking they be 
called. Each of the four receives 
a mechanical pencil and the prize 
for identifying the four song titles 
is an album of RCA Victor phono 
graph records. Sahu, 


in tine style by | 
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“Growing Paynes,” aired Wed- 
‘nesday nights via DuMont since 
‘last October, has become one of 
ithe better situation comedy series 
‘on TV. Producer and writers have 
evolved a neat format which holds 
audience interest despite the obvi- 
ously limited budget. Also con- 
tributing to the program's general 
overall quality are the good thesp- 
ing jobs ot Elaine Stritch (former 


musicomedy actress doing a 
straight comedy role in this), Ed 
Hoimes as her husband and David 
Anderson as their young son. 
Script on last week’s show, while 
slightly contrived, still made for 
good entertainment Spots tor 
products sold at Wanamaker’s de- 
partment store, while not inte- 
grated, were nonetheless, accept- 
able. 


Studio One’s dimensional pres- 
entation of Ansky’s Jewish classic, 
|“The Dybbuk.”” was one of the 
group’s best exhibits to date. A 
difficult proposition to capture on 
video, in Studio One’s adaptation 
the poetic quality of the folklore 
was ever-present, and the beliets 
of the burghers of this village in 
Mitteleuropa were presented in a 
manner that didn’t strain credulity. 

The production was moving, 
reverent, smooth-flowing and well- 
gaited, and the enactments were 
top drawer. Ansky’s classic tells 
of a brilliant scholar who dies for 
the love of a girl on the eve of her 
wedding to another. Unable to 
roam eternity, he invades the body 
of the girl, and is ultimately ex- 
orcised. Immediately afterward 
the girl joins him in death. 

Recital of this plot contained a 
surplus of problems, such as the 
Dybbuk’s invasion into an earthly 
body and the creation of atmo- 
sphere in which this folklore would 
seem natural. The problems were 
solved handilv. 


Performances were superior. 
Mary Sinclair and James Lam- 
phier as the ill-fated lovers and 


Arnold Moss as the rabbi entrusted 
to exorcise the wandering soul 
gave the production its high dra- 
matic spots. Moss at one _ point 
fluffed a line and subsequent cues 
were audible to the video audi- 
ence, but digression was extremely 
minor in light of his effective over- 
all job. Washington Miner’s pro- 


duction, Joseph Liss’ adaptation, 
Paul Nickell’s direction and_ in- 
cidental choreography by Felicia 
Rorel contributed to one of the 
studio’s most successful produc- 
/ tions. 

The Westinghouse commercials 
were far from obtrusive on this 
show. The poetry of the drama 


this, which depends on sustaining 
mood, the digressions were jarring. 
With themes of this type, more 


good will to a sponsor would re- 
sult by dropping those middle 
spiels. 


Impact of NBC-TV’s “This Time 
Next Year,” produced originally by 
the web in October, 1947, was com- 
pletely dissipated in the repeat 
version offered Sunday night (5). 
Dearth of interest might have been 
due to the novelty of tele’s wear- 
ing off in 18 months or the show 
might have suffered by compari- 
son with more recent legiters. On 
the more obvious side. however, 
the program missed through ama- 
teurish performances on the part 
of most of the cast and the fact 
that producer-director Fred Coe 
ran out of form on this one. 

_ Story, an original by Coe. had 
Just as much promise as the first 
time in its fantasy of an aristo- 
cratic southern politician bargain- 
ing with a Mr. Jordan character to 

‘do away” with Grant's Tomb, but 
the promise failed to pay off. Cast, 
“apparently not given too much re- 
hearsal, was fluff-happy, including 
star Dennis King. William Eythe, 
embarrassingly ill-at-ease before 
| the cameras, was inept in a role 


calling for forcefui presentation. 
Mary Alice Moore and Vaughn 
Taylor, re-creating their original 


TV roles, were slightly better. Re- 
mote pene from Grant's Tomb 
one of the better ideas in the plav. 
came off okay. sitiads 





_ Ed _ Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” Sunday (5) was a snafued 
production and weak in the next- 
to-closing spot. Most important 
segment of the show was relegated 
to former tennis champ Vincent 
Richards and Harold Lloyd in a q. 
& a. session. However. it was so 
devoid of entertainment that Sul- 
livan sought to put some sparkle 
Into it with some asides. Nothing 
helped. This long void and subse- 
quent mistiming of the ending left 
the show with a pair of indefinite 
breaks. The end commercial was 
completed and the finale was again 
brought on, 

There were some elements of the 


was interrupted and in a show like | 
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show that did very wel] 

Carson, for example, came 
photogenically and songwise, R l 

Rolls, Wilkie & Dare and Ste ly 
Evans registered with their rch 
vaude acts, although some shacue 
focus might have been achieved 
had Rolls pruned down his a 
somewhat, and had Evans iene 
duced himself with a hit that had 
as much strength as his laugh oo 
pressions. 

A change of pacing with Todd 
Andrews and Julie Harris in 4 
scene from “Wuthering Heights” 
didn’t mesh with the rest of the 
proceedings. Scene constituted a 
powerful bit of dramatics, byt it 
didn’t seem to belong between a 
pair of vaude acts. 

Sullivan has been Maintaining a 
high degree of interest from studio 
guests. Thanks to his good news- 
paper sense, he invariably has a 
series of interesting faces scattered 
throughout the audience. This 
week’s cuffo appearance was from 
the Bronx woman who won the 
“Sing It Again” jackpot. With phan. 
tom voice Harold Lloyd also in the 
audience, it added up good 
guest selection. 


M indy 
across 


to a 


For its seasonal finale 
miral Broadway Revue 
night (3), encored a 
click numbers done 
show’s run. Sid Caesar, star of the 
revue, revealed a good sense of 
comedy values in repeating his 
takeoff on a western film and the 
hit on a restaurant patron who has 
lost his check. The airport inter- 
view of the foreign film producer 
wasn't as effective. Imogene Coca 
repeated her “Afternoon of a 
Faun,” which she originally did on 
the opening show, with William 
Archibald, and she clicked in this 
along with her “fur’ number. The 
one on the woman doctor was spot- 
ty, however, in the’ execution. 
Marge and Gower Champion re- 
turned to the show for their tramp 
ballet, which again socked as one 
of two numbers they did. And 
there can't be too great an em- 
phasis laid on the batoning of 
Charles Sanford, with his complex 
musical cues. This is a show where 
the conductor counts. 


the “Ad- 
on Friday 
number of 
during the 


“Broadway Scrapbook” came 
close to the censorable Sunday 
night (5) with a capsule presenta- 
tion of the current show at the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. nitery via 
NBC. Those sexy costumes worn 


by the line obviously go well at 
Lou Walters’ emporium but the 
gals looked barely covered before 
the TV cameras. Cheesecake, in 
fact, really got a ride via lens 
closeups on the gams of the femme 
half of the Tanya & Biagi terp 
team and acro-dancer Jacqueline 
Hurley. 

Otherwise, the show was an okay 
trailer for the LQ, ably emceed by 
the nitery’s Don Saxon. - High- 
light was the set, built at the 
web's International theatre, which 
duplicated the LQ’s twin staircase 
and stage almost perfectly. Come- 
dian Don Tannen impressed with 
some fresh routines and Ernestine 
Mercer socked aeross some satiri- 
cal impressions of celebs. Dancers 
likewise showed well, although 
Miss Hurley was on_ too long. 
Columnist Danton Walker, pro- 
gram emcee, fluffed his one line. 
Show was produced by indie pack- 
ager Martin Jones and directed by 
NBC's Craig Allen. 


Hollywood Screen Test audi- 
tioned a pair of talented legiters 
Saturday (5! when Patrick O'Neal 
and Ilka Windisch gave a run 
through of a pair of sketches with 


Vinton Hayworth supporting 1 
both situations. Unfortunately for 
O'Neal and Miss Windisch, bits 


selected for them were filled with 
cliched dialog and __ far-fetched 
situations, were more fitting for 
confessions type mags than for 
this modern medium. However, 
both did well under the circum 
stances. A scene between O'Neal 
and Hayworth, in which former 
attempted to get an elderly gent 
to stay away from his girl, was 
poorly conceived. 

Miss Windisch had a somewhat 
better break inasmuch as the emot- 
ing she was called upo nto do was 
on a fairly even keel and didn’t 
necessitate illogical changes © 
moods. Although bit: was melodra: 
matic, both principals carried It 0 


well. Miss Windisch displayed 4 
charming Viennetse accent _ 
looks like she will do nicely !0 | 
play which calls for a Continenta 


femme. 


——— 





Omaha—New home service di- 
rector for WOW and WOW-TY 3S 
Martha Bohlsen. She starts July 4 
At present, she is director 0! —_ 
service programs for the powe 


company. 




















19 
ve 
+++ 
| 


Hos 
Mindy 
Cross 
Rolly 
Steve 
usual 
arper 
lieved 
S act 
intro- 
t had 
h im- 


Todd 
in a 
ghts” 
t the 
ed a 
ut it 
en a 


ing a 
tudio 
news- 
has a 
tered 
This 
from 
1 the 
phan- 
n the 
good 


“Ad- 
riday 
r of 
- the 
it the 
se of 
' his 
d the 
0 has 
inter- 
lucer 
Coca 
of a 
id on 
lliam 
| this 
_ The 
spot- 
ition, 
1 re- 
ramp 
; one 
And 
em- 
g of 
nplex 
vhere 


came 
inday 
enta- 
| the 
via 
worn 
‘Il at 
- the 
efore 
e, in 
lens 
‘imme 
terp 
eline 


okay 
d by 
High- 
the 
vhich 
rcease 
‘ome- 
with 
stine 
atiri- 
ncers 
ough 
long. 
pro- 
line. 
pack- 
d by 


audi- 
‘iters 
Neal 
run- 
with 
y in 
F for 
bits 
with 
ched 
for 
for 
ever, 
cum- 
Neal 
rmer 
gent 
was 


what 
mot- 
was 
idn't 
zm. 
ydra- 
it off 
ed a 
and 
. any 
ontal 


di- 
'V is 
lv 1. 
ome 
pwer 


i 


a. 














Wednesday, June 8, 1949 


ARIETY 


TELEVISION 35 





—- 


Inside Television 


CBS-TV’s special effects chief John DeMott, who has already intro- 
duced such Hollywood tricks as rear-screen projection into television, 
came up with a new process-shot system last Wednesday night (1) for 
the presentation of “The Dybbuk” on “Studio One.” To make possible 
scenes showing the “soul” of one character entering the body of an- 


other, DeMott had the “ghost” performing against a jet-black screen, 
which gave him the disembodied effect. 


Other characters performed 


before the standard set and then, through super-imposing one camera 
over another, the merging illusion was created. 

Actors rehearsed the scene together before the show but worked at 
opposite ends of the studio during the actual production. DeMott said 
the process was similar to the split-screen effect used in Hollywood, on 
which he worked during the filming of Paramount's “Ghostbreakers” 


several year's ago. 


Fact that one TV image can be super-imposed over 


another electronically saved the cost of building a duplicate set and 
working the process via optical printing, necessary in Hollywood. 


N. Y. Daily News’ 
film companies’ technique of 
screened trailers. 


WPIX during recent weeks has come closest to the 
promoting 
Where other stations use only audio announcements, 


their future productions via 


WPIX has created a library of still slides from photos of shows taken 


while on the air. 


Slides, combining both 


sight and an announcer’s 


voice, are used at the start and close of each day and run in as spots 


throughout the program schedule. 


To avoid monotony, several different scenes are used to plug each 
Copy is written to fit the time slot available and slide changes 
are indicated by cues on the announcements. 


show. 


Amount of time available 


dictates the number of slides and plugs used between regular shows. | 
According to WPIX execs, for example, the best number for a 45- 
second break between programs is three. 


Bob Hope, adding to his extra-curricular activities, 
Telcsets 


distributorship of DuMont 


; 


has taken over 
in the southern California area 





through the Quality Electric Television Corp., of which he is board 


chairman. 
baseball team. 


Hope also owns a hefty chunk of the Cleveland Indians 


Comedian’s new enterprise is to be marked with full-page ads in the 


Los Angeles metropolitan dailies, with 
DuMont 
Geyelin are slated to fiv to the Coast 
being tossed by Hope Tuesday (14) to 


other ballyhoo and publicity. 
Marx and ad manager Henry R. 
this week for a cocktail party 
launch his new venture. 


works for 
Ernest A. 


plans now in the 
receiver sales chief 


A room so quiet it keeps out noises you can’t hear has been built in 


the transmitter building of 


WOR-TV, N. Y. 


The ‘“‘quiet room” is 


shielded to exclude electrical noises in the vicinity of the transmitter, 


which might be broadcast 


along with 


the programs. Car ignitions, 


diathermy and similar inaudible noises can be “heard” by the sensitive 
electronic equipment and turn up on viewers’ screens as white specks. 
The shielded room is sheathed with wire screening and copper to draw 
off the sounds that can be seen, if not heard. 





Bob Saudek, ABC’s public affairs v.p., is staging a full hour of docu- 
mentary films and discussion Friday (10) at 7:30 p.m. on the web’s New 


York outlet, WJZ-TYV. 


Titled “Film Documentaries Today,” the stanza | 


will feature two pix by Julien Bryan, ex-director of the International 


Film Foundation, and a roundtable bull session by 


grads. 


Princeton under- 


Films to be screened are “Princeton” and ‘Picture in Your Mind,” 
latter being an outline history of mankind. 


Dunninger will attempt to establish telepathic as well as coaxial 
cable communication between Washington and New York on his NBC- 


TV show tomorrow (‘Thurs.) 


night. 


Congressman Amie Ferand, of 


Rhode Island, will be before the video cameras in D.C. while the mental- 


ist, in the web’s N. Y. 


claims he has never met the representative. 
On the same stanza ventriloquist Paul Winchell will attempt to read | mobile.” 


the mind of a seal. 








Tele Chatter 





New York 


Regency Productions, indie pack- 
age outfit, showcasing its new tele 
film, 
today (‘Wed.) at the RCA Johnny 
Victor theatre, N. Y Viv 
MeLeod named producer on NBC- 


TV’s “Chevrolet on Broadway” | 
series, replacing the late Owen 
Davis, Jr Gordon Hedwig re- 


placing Ed Woodruff as distribu- 
tion chief of Telecast Films, indie 
outfit releasing films for tele 

Leueen MacGrath starring in Tur- 


genev’s “Smoke,” scheduled for 
CBS-TV’s “Studio One” next 
Wednesday night (15) Lukas 


Foss has completed his opera com- 


Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
County,” based on Mark Twain's 
short story. It’s slated for fall TV 


“India—the World Dances,” | 


| Wright 


series via WGN-TV Wed. (8) . . «| speed record changer) to a 16-inch 


(9) . Vocalist 
debuting new 


Thurs. 


WBKB has skedded a_ Bashful | 
Blonde contest in connection with | 
the June 16 opening of its new) 
transmitter Curtis Nations, | 
prof at American Television school | 
has applied tor patents on a new) 
hinged background prop, carrying | 
four full scenes ...CBS_ film} 


'“Television Today” being offered | 


for showing before Chi clubs and 
education groups... Cosmo 
Genovese directing WGN-TV show 
tonigh (7) on care of the aged, in 
cooperation with Ill. State Medical | 
Society . WBKB has _s signed 
Jack Drees to direct delayed tele- 


j P :  easts of Arlington and Washington 
posed especially for video, “The | Casts © g g 


| Ann 


production by Roger Englander) 


....Henry T. Ewald, prez of the 
Campbell-Ewald id agency, elected 
to the exec committee and board of 
the Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Foundation... Carnation Co. plan- 
ning to enter tele with a series of 
spots, now being filmed on the 
Coast. Erwin-Wasey is the agency 
.... Jo Lyons leaving radio pro- 
duction to sign on as staff director 
with ABC-TV....WMBR-TV, Jack- 
sonville (Fla,) station which takes 
the air about Oct. 1, has signed 
affiliation pact with DuMont 
Illustrator Russell Patterson sched- 
uled to 
contest winners tomorrow night 
(9) on NBC-TV's “Swift Show” 
James N. Manilla, former tele de- 
partment chief for the Compton ad 
agency, joining the Newell-Emmett 
rv sstaff 


Chicago 
Burr Tillstrom winding up 10 
years of TV work with Kukla Fran 
and Ollie show on WBKB June 10. 


rillstrom will introduce several 
Puppets from program replacing 
nis... Juggier Billy Hayes guest- 


parks horsecacing, starting June 30 

. . ABC-TV Skip Farrell show 
hosted interpretive dancer Ruth 
Koesin . . GN-TV_ con- 


tinuity staffer Helene Herzfeld on 


| vacation in Alabama and Califor- 


. Bob Elson and Vince Gar- 
softball 


ies ? I 
rity announcing girls 


Nancy a 
musical 


| World-Video’s ‘Front Page’ | 
| Pitched to Lucky Strike 


| World Video has bought the 
‘television rights to “The Front 
| Page,” the Ben Hecht-Charles Mac- 
| Arthur legiter, and is reportedly 
| pitching the program to Luckies 
as a replacement for “Your Show 
Time,” which bows out in July. 
The stanza will cast top Broadway 
talent in the Hildy Johnson and 
Walter Burns newsmen’s roles, 
with MacArthur handling the pro- 


WHEN, Syracuse's 
Sets Up Full De 


PEGGY WOOD'S ‘MAMA’ 
SET FOR JUNE 17 PREEM 


“Mama.’’ CBS-TV house package 
based on the novel from which “I 





duction. Donald Davis, producer is 

of ABC-TV’s “Actors Studio.” will Remember Mama” was adapted, 

assist. has been tagged for a June 17 
Each telecast of “Page” will be Preem. with Peggy Wood in the 


a complete unit, but part of an in- 
tegrated series. Weekly nut is an 
estimated $7.500 


4 More TV Set 
Mfrs. Cut Prices 


Four more television set manu- 
facturers joined the price-cutting 
ranks this week, as increased set 
sales are apparently proving stead- 
ily to set producers that greater 
volume created by lower prices re- 
turn them more profit. Companies 


title role. Half-hour domestic 
comedy labeled a “Nor 
wegian edition of “The Goldbergs’ 
will be aired in the Friday night 
8 to 8:30 slot. replacing the vaca 
tioning “Adventures in Jazz 

Web has had several hot sponsor 
nibbles for the show and is hope- 
ful of wrapping up a bankroller be- 
fore the teeoff date. Set for the 
cast, in addition to Miss Wood, are 
Judson Laire, as “Papa,” and Mal- 
!eolm Keen, Rosemary Rice, Dicky 
van Patton, Iris Mann and Ruth 
Gates. Frank Gabrielson will 
handle the scripting chores, with 
Ralph Nelson producing and di- 
recting. 

Original 


series 


novel, titled “Mama's 


pre? as trenh ave lee Bank Account,” was penned by 
cea M Ss y ” - —s Kathryn Forbes and later’ pro 
sarod, Motorola and Andrea. duced on Broadway by John van 


Manufacturers coneeded that in- 
creased consumer demand made 
possible by the downward price 
trend was the chief reason for the 
lower sales prices. They also noted, 
however, that improved engineer- 
ing developments, extended assem- 
blv lines and increased volume of 
production also contributed to the 
price cuts. Equally important, 
they said, was an increased supply 
of component parts at lower prices, 
particularly the kinescope tubes. 

Emerson announced a new 12!4- 


inch direct view table mode! listing | 


at $229.50, believed to be the low- 
est-priced name brand set featur- 
ing a tube that large. Emerson 
also offered a 16-inch direct view 
console, listing at $499.50. Both 
sets feature television only. Gar- 
od’s new contributions are paced 
by a 10-inch table model selling at 
| $199.95, followed by a new 1214- 
inch set at $239.95. Other models, 
with screens up to 135 square 
inches in viewing surface, are pro- 
portionately low priced. Company 
has adopted a new sales slogan, de- 


studios, attempts to read his mind. Dunninger | claring “Garod does for tevevision 


what Henry Ford did for the auto- 


| Motorola’s new model is a 12- 
| inch consolette, retailing at 
| $349.95. Company at the same time 
| announced a $40 cut in its 12-inch 


table model, from $369.95 to 
| $329.95. Andrea, in unveiling its 
/new 1949-50 line of receivers, 


| ® 
| showed five models, ranging from 


12'2-inch tube table set at 
| $389.50 (including AM, FM and all- 


combination console at $895. 


AFM Easement Will Up 
More Pix Trailers on TY 


Pix on television 
will start rolling on a large scale 
once the video music snarl] is un- 
tangled, according to Herman Rob- 
bins, National Screen’ Service 
| prexy. Several stabs at showing 
' film trailers on video have already 
| been made on an experimental 
| basis but their sales power was re- 
duced by the forced removal of 
music from the soundtracks. 

With the lifting of the American 
| Federation of Music ban, expected 
before the end of year, Robbins 





advertising 


'games Sat. nights for WENR-TV., predicted that film execs would go 


introduce several beauty | 


in Your Eye,” an intimate revue, Sept..1 preem. WFMB-TV, Indi- Charles Harrell, former exec 
with lyrics by A. P. Herbert and anapolis, which debuted May 30, television producer at ABC, has 
| sketches by ee . | also is earrving both reels, having formed a partnership with Made- 
Royal soeraemens Barrell Tomei? already bagged sponsors for them. line Capp and will package shows. 
will be telecast — "ot ; eh v WEWS, Cleveland. picked up Harrell. who worked on_ the 
ane 7, aged i Maar 10 the daily reel Monday ‘6) and “Stop the Music’ show at ABC, 
Pas we ee wee ’ WRGB, Schenectady, is scheduled will package several new units. 


London 


Emlyn Williams’ Elizabethan 
comedy, “Spring 1600," tops the 
bill on the TV program June 26 
with a repeat four days later 
Recorded voice of the late Marcel 
Boulestin will guide Philip Harben, 
the video cook, in making of the 
perfect omelet as part of the 
“Designed for Women” program 
June 9 Negro dance drama _ by 
the Ballet Negres is to be intro- 
duced by Edric Connor Phyllis 
Monkman is starring in “A Word 


program comprising “A Witness for 
the Prosecution,” an Agatha Chris- 
tie thriller; “Call to Arms,” and 
Marius Goring in a monolog, “Box 


ing on WENR-TV Dessert Party for One.” 


| for intensive trailerizing on TV. 





Two More Stations Ink 
For Telenews Reel 


| Two upcoming television 
week to bow 


more 
stations signed this 
in with the Telenews-INS newsreel. 
WBRC-TV ‘Birmingham, Ala.) will 
carry both the daily and weekly 
when it 1 and 


reel preems July 


WOW-TV ‘Omaha) has also signed | 


for both editions starting with its 


to begin airing it June 27. RCA- 
Victor dealers, meanwhile, signed 
this week to bankroll the weekly 
lreel over WHIO-TV, Dayton. 


Salt Lake City’s KSL-TV 
_ Makes Its Bow; Sked to Be 
Hypoed Heavily in Fall 


Salt Lake City. June 7. 
Supplements in the three news- 
|; papers here announced the debut 
of KSL-TV last Tuesday (31). 
'Only 5,000 video-owners 
|its first broadcasts of kine- 
;scope footage. Radio and appli- 
| ance stores featured the arrival of 
ithe second outlet with spectators 
| pressed against storefronts to her- 
|ald the rival to KDYL-W6XIS, NBC 
|affiliate. KSL-TV has exclusive 
|agreements with CBS, ABC and 
| DuMont for release of their tele- 
| vision programs. 
| The effective radiated power of 
| 18,400 watts will service all of Salt 
|Lake City and outlying districts 
| north and south of the city. A very 
| light summer schedule of 2'2 hours 
| per evening will be maintained un- 
til the fall when heavy program- 
ming and a staff enlargement are 
planned. 

Station principals are C. Rich- 
|ard Evans, general manager; Ivor 
|Sharp, executive vice-president, 
|and Ralph Hardy, assistant gen- 
eral manager. 

The 15-man TV staff (of 90 KSL 
employees) is headed by Lennox 
| Murdoch, director of sales and pro- 
| gramming. Wayne Richards and 
| Alden Richards are in charge of 
| production; Scott Clawson in 
‘charge ‘of films, and Verda Mae 
| Miller is copywriter. Cameras are 
handled by Ray Loveless and How- 
ard Smith. 
| First of a series of live shows be- 
gins Thursday when Hack Miller, 
sports editor for The Desert News, 
opens a sports forum 


Era Stone to Direct 
0 & J’s Tele Series 


| Ezra Stone has been named di- 
rector for the upcoming Olsen & 
Johnson television show, which 
‘takes over on July 28 the Tuesday 
night NBC-TV spot now occupied 
by “Texaco Star Theatre.” Buick 
will sponsor, through the Kudner 
agency. 

Stone flew to Indianapolis over 
the. weekend, along with writers 
Arnold Horwitt and Leonard Hol- 
ton, to huddle with O&J on the 
show. Program is being brought 
in as a package by the William Mo- 
ris office, similar to the way in 
which “Texaco” is handled, and it 
is expected that the comedy team 
will do most of the production, just 
as Milton Berle produces the “Tex- 
aco” sessions. 











Harrell’s Package Operation 


Among the shows currently under 


consideration is a nitery layout 
built around Virginia 


ithe N. ¥. Sun. 


caught | 


Forbes, of 


Ist TY Outlet, 
dication Week Pom. 


+ By HAYDEN HICKOK 


Syracuse, June 7 
“Thanks to Syracuse and Central 


New York” is dedication week 
theme at WHEN, city’s first TV 
outlet. 


Occasion marks completion of 
more than six months of daily TV 
programs, and the switch to op- 
erating on full licensed power, fol- 
lowing completion of a new 537- 
foot transmitting tower, highest in 
Syracuse area. 


\ special one-hour dedication 
program was televised Monday 
night ‘6) with president Edward T. 
Meredith, Jr.. of Des Moines, la 
on hand to introduce guests and 
industry dignitaries and express 
gratitude for civie cooperation in 
getting WHEN on air in record 
time of 16 days on Dec. 1, 1948. 


TV leaders attending included 
Commissioner George Sterling of 


FFC; Jack Poppele, WOR, New 
York, president of Television 
Broadcasters Assn., and L. J. Me- 


Vey of long lines division, AT&T. 
Representing their respective net- 


works were Lee Jahnke, v.p. of 
A. B. C.; Dr. Allen DuMont, presi- 
dent of DuMont, and William 


Lodge and William Schudt of CBS. 

Meredith-Syracuse TV Corp. 
owner of WHEN, is subsidiary of 
Meredith Co., Des Moines, publish- 
ers of Better Homes & Gardens 
Capt. William Eddy is director of 
TV. Heading the staff is general 
manager Paul Adanti, formerly of 
WRGB, Schenectady. Edward P. 
Roden is program director, H. 
Eugene Crow, chief engineer, Wil- 
liam H. Bell, commercial manager, 
and Ned Ryan, special events di- 
rector. 


N. Y.-L. A. Coaxial in Yr., 
If the Networks Want It, 
Telephone Execs Aver 


Hollywood, June 7 

Pacific Telephone and _  Tele- 
graph Co. officials here say that 
a coaxial cable from N. Y. to L. A. 
can be readied within one year if 
the networks request the service. 
Statement was made here by Llovd 
E. Ritter, exec of the company, in 
response to reports that service 
could be supplied within 60 days. 

“We have a coaxial cable in the 
ground that connects Los Angeles 
and New York, via Jackson, Miss. 
and St. Louis,” Ritter said, ‘“‘which 
could be equipped to carry tele- 
vision programs should the de- 
mand develop. To our knowledge 
no such demand now exists. 

“Should we be asked to provide 
a television channel from Los An- 
geles to New York today, it prob- 
ably would require about a year 
to have the channel ready for 
service.” 


‘DU MONT ‘FIRST ROW’ 
INTO ADMIRAL SLOT 


DuMont this week set its vaudeo 
‘sustainer, “Front Row Center,” to 
replace the “Admiral Broadway 
Revue” in the Friday night 8 to 9 
slot, with NBC-TV filling the time 
with a new series of Hopalong Cas- 


sidy westerns. “Admiral,” carried 
over both nets during the last sea- 
son, wound up for the summer last 
| Friday (3) and returns in the fall 
over NBC-TV exclusively. 

| Admiral will bankroll the first 
two weeks of the Hoppy westerns 
on NBC-TV and return for the last 
five stanzas of the 13-week hiatus. 
,That leaves the middle eight weeks 
for NBC to fill and the web has not 
yet decided on what its replace- 
,ment will be. Westerns represent 
|a@ new series which have not yet 
been seen on video and many of 
them will not yet have played in 
theatres. 

DuMont’s “Center,” half-hour 
program until now, will be ex- 
tended to a full hour starting Fri- 
day (10). Bill Harmon of the Max 
Gordon office has been named to 
produce and direct and is aiming 
the show as a showcaser for new 
talent. Elizabeth Mears will han- 
dle auditions for the program at 
DuMont's Adelphi Playhouse, N. Y. 

James L. Caddigan, the web's 
program chief, has moved “Key to 
the Missing” into the 9 to 9:30 Fri- 
day spot formerly occupied by 
“Center.” 
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PEETHOOS (Thurs.) WOR staffers to picnic at Carteret, N. J., transmitter site 
| June 18 R. D. Wilber, WLW conductor, has been named musical Mpls. WTCN to Telecast 


From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Carl Ravazza, who recently signed Marty Goodman as personal man- 
ager, will do two guest shots on “Hit Parade,” Aug. 14 and 21... Jeff 
Selden, WNEW continuity director, resigns, effective Friday (10) to 
assume fulltime scripting chores on Chesterfield “Supper Club.” Bob 
Stewart takes over the continuity post and Rick Kane shifts from pub- 
licity to the copy dept. Elsie Rubenstein replaces Kane as assistant 
flack chief Return of Palace theatre to vaude has boosted sales of 
Joe Franklin’s “Main Street Memories” transcriptions, which feature 
oldtime vaudevillians 
publicity manager of WINS. 

WMGM-Brooklyn Red Cross “Manual on First Aid for Dodger Fans” 
was read into the Congressional Record by Rep. Louis B. Heller 
Bob Shaw, “Mr. D. A.” scripter, leaves Tuesday (13) for seven weeks 
in Europe. Trip is possible bcause stanza is transcribing for the sum- 
mer Muriel Ames, WHLI scripter, to commentate Hempstead fash- 
ion show tonight (Wed.) Olga Druce, ‘House of Mystery” producer, 
will take a three-week leave to lectuse at U. of Colorado starting June 
27 Bob Houston, WMGM singer, starred Thursday (2) at teenage 
shindig of the Nassau Daily Review-Star Wilfred Pickles, emcee of 
BBC’s top audience-participationer, “Have a Go,” to arrive here June 
20 Franklin Pulaski, WQXR announcer, was cast Thursday (2) as 
the “monster” on the WNBT Bigelow Show and couple days later played 
the smoothie on WCBS-TV’s “Winner Take All” Jeanne Harrison, 
director of the WOR “Boston Blackie” program, and Henry Sylvern, 
musical director of the same show, have recorded two children’s plat- 
ters for Caravan Records “Cisco Kid,” Fred W. Ziv transcribed 
series, will be translated into Spanish and waxed for airing on Mexican 
radio stations Ray Johnson new to “Helen Trent” cast Palmer 
Thompson to “Our Gal Sunday” John Stanley and Phyllis Creore 
added to ‘Just Plain Bill” players Ross Martin, Virginia Dwyer, 
Joshua Shelley, Sanford Bickert, Eva Condon and George Mathews 
join ‘‘Front Page Farrell” cast Adolphe Menjou lining up a personal 
appearance tour in key eastern cities in conjunction with his new WOR 
“Meet the Menjous” program. ‘ 


| 
| 
| 


Betty Tevis, WLW (Cinci) flackess, appointed 


| used 


Congressman-elect Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., will be heard tonight | 


(Wed.) on WMCA’s ‘Report From Israel’....WHOM’s “Afterhour 


Swing Session,” with Willie Bryant and Ray Carroll, now admitting | 


studio audiences Lyn Duddy pacted for Abe Burrows CBS show 
Treva Frazee, last on B’way in “Sundown Beach,” doing “Armstrong 
Theatre” Saturday (13) The Ed Byrons now have a second son, 
tagged Kevin Ritter Foods, sponsor of ABC’s “Betty Clark Sings,” 
extending offer to turn over profits during month of May to Natl. Coun- 
cil to Combat Blindness. Campaign is to run through June 17 
Singer Johnny Thompson, currently heard every Saturday at 7 p.m. on 
his own program via WJZ, and who is seen each Friday at 7:30 p.m. as 
Singing star of “The Fitzgeralds’” program via WJZ-TV, adds two addi- 
tional airshows to his schedule on June 28 when he will start in a new 
series of his own informal musical programs to be heard on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 6:45 p.m.-7 p.m., via WJZ. 

_Robert G. Swan, producer of ABC’s “Carnegie Hall,” conducting 
biz from the Shelburne hotel where he is bedded with arthritis. ...ABC 
employees to have annual all-day outing at Huntington, L. I., tomorrow 


| tution for special tape-recorded show. . . 


| sports show on WIND June 11 for the summer 


director of WINS....John Masterson, producer of Coast ABC stanzas, 
visiting New York with TV ideas Dennis James, now seen on “Stop 
the Music,” Tuesday eve boxing, “Original Amateur Hour” and “Okay 
Mother” (cross-the-board), will add two more boxing and wrestling 


44 444466646446464644644 | assignments and will emcee the new DuMont quizzer, “Lady Luck or 
the Tiger”....The Ed Kobaks celebrate their 33d wedding anniversary | 


on Friday (10). 

Ziv Co. has pacted Guy Lombardo to a new long-term transcription 
deal, with waxing sessions to start Friday (10)....A son, Lawrence 
Kenneth, was born’ Monday to the Brad Phillipses. He's a WINS an- 
nouncer The Walter Kings (he’s American Cancer Society radio-TV 
director and wife Betty is an ex-CBS writer) have a new daughter, 
Diane, their second. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


It will be in the nature of a homecoming when Paul Douglas teams up 
with Irene Dunne on Screen Guild Players airing of “Together Again” 
He was the first radio announcer to gather in 1,000 clams a 
week and has been back only on rare occasions since he clicked on 
Broadway and later in pictures Ralph Edwards kinnied a salute to 
Horn & Hardart’s kiddie show, Which he announced when on CBS staff 
ins New York. And the guy hasn’t changed one bit, his friends of those 
early days will tell you Jim Burton took over the producing duties 
on “Command Performance” from Bob Lehman, who has been doing it 
for the past two years. ... ABC landed a local drug chain for its co-op’ed 
“Mr. President”’ Carleton Morse and John Charles Thomas teaming 
up in a packaged radio dramatic series called “The Man With the 
Plow.” Thomas stars in the piece and Morse writes and produces 
Ames Bros., nitery singers, will fill for Andrews Sisters on “Club 15” 
while they’re at the Roxy in New York.. 
next season if it can find the right kind of show. 
be very much in the running but brewer is definitely opposed to having 
“Duffy” taped in Puerto Rico, where Gardner wants to pitch a studio 
for making pictures Don Quinn is whipping up a comedy piece 
called “The Halls of Ivy,” which has to do with the comedy antics of 
an ex-showgirl and her college prexy husband. Edna Best and Galé 
Gordon are slated for the leads Arthur Q. Bryan chugging east for 
the father role in “Archie Andrews” Kay Singer and Dick Chevillat, 
scripters for Faye-Harris, want to tape a few shows this summer to be 
in season when their nimble minds go stale Rod Erickson, 
radio and TV supervisor for Young & Rubicam, in town “observing.” 


IN CHICAGO... 


Leigh Barron and the Sheratones aired five a week via WBBM in new 
series ABC’ers back on the job include veepee John Norton from 


June 16 


New York conference, flacker Craig Claiborne and sales manager Roy | 


McLaughlin from vacations Wells Barnett of John Blair station reps 
firm back from Waterloo, after sojourn with parents Nancy Cooley, 


Chi head of Sidney Roslow’s Pulse Surveys, off to Ithaca, N. Y., for | 


marketing conference....WLS Dinnerbell show June 9 at Harvard, III., 
for annual milk festival. ...WBBM staffers Bill Duane, Eddie Freckman 
and Leon Crager on Indianapolis-to-Chi flight of Navy’s new Consti- 
NBC vacationers include sales- 
men George Morris and George Creech, announcers John Conrad and 
Grant Hopperstad, Dave Lasley of promotion and Lenore Berner of 
public service Sportscaster Jimmy Evans winds 
Jim Ameche star- 


\ring in new WFJL religious series, heard weekly 


Blatz beer will be on NBC | 
Ed Gardner is said to 


up his teen-age | 


_ CBS Net Shows Starting 
Late July on Year Pact 


Minneapolis, June if 
WTCN-TV has signed contracts 
| for telecasting of network shows of 
|CBS starting late in July, F Va 
'Konynenburg, vice-president. phe 
general manager, announced. Con- 
itracts cover 52 weeks and make 
available to station all CBS net- 
| work kinescopes. Shows will Sup- 
|plement ABC network service and 
| WTCN-TV local programs. 

The deal splits some CBS prod- 
uct between WTCN, ABC outlet 
and KSTP, NBC affiliate, the latter 
holding individual contracts now 
for some CBS shows which wil] 
however, revert to WTCN on ex. 
piration as part of overall deal. 

Neither will station be able to 
get the ABC Eisenhower series, al- 
ready signed by KSTP. TV’ers 
however, probably will be able to 
see such features as Arthur God- 
|frey, included in the WTCN deal 
and also held in individual KSTp 
|contract, on either station. 


WTCN-TV expects to begin tele. 
casting in mid-July, CBS product 
becoming available two weeks 
later. Station plans operations 
from 6 to 10 p.m. daily as starter. 
Series of local shows are being 
tested by Max Karl, supervising 
TV programming, and Sherman K, 
Headley, recently signed as TV 
producer-director. Station has 
signed a cameraman and film edi- 
{tor as regular staff members and 
|boys are already at work. 

In addition to the CBS contract, 
station is reported negotiating for 
'DuMont shows. 





| Emerson’s $1,896,126 Net 


Emerson Radio & Phonograph, 
| with its television set sales zoom- 
|ing, reported net profit for the 
| first six months of the current fis- 
|cal year of $1,896,126. Compared 
| with $1,139,244 for the same pe- 
| riod ended May 1, 1948. 

Current earnings equalled $2.37 
_ per share, compared with $1.42 per 
share last year. 
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BMB’s Study No. 2to Uncover TV Data 
Although AM Still Holds U.S. Interest 


Preliminary examination of 
turns received in Broadcast Meas- 
urement Bureau’s Study No. 2 
show a considerable number of 
television responses. “But the im 
portant fact is that there is still a 


lot of AM listening,”’ according to 
Dr. Kenneth Baker, acting BMB 
toppe “When you get outside 
of New York City it’s AM all the 
time.’ 


Data on TV will probably not be 
published in the study, although it 
may be made available to sub 
Baker revealed. The rea- 
son is that there are no satisfactory 


scribers 


figures on  county-by-county - set 
distribution to project the returns 
against The same holds true for 
FM. the NAB research chief on 
loan to BMB said 

,aker spoke at a press confab 
called last week to announce the 
NAB’s guarantee of Study No. 2. 





re-¢ 


Susskind Joming MCA 


David Susskind has sold out his 


interest in Talent Associates and 


joins Music Corp. of America in 
an exec capacity next week 

He'll operate in the New York 
radio and television department 
mostly in TV 


MICKEY ALPERT JOINS 
KUDNER AS KIRK AIDE 


Mickey Alpert, 
and veteran 
the Kudner 
agency on Monday (6) as a talent 
and production aide on television. 


former’ band- 


leader performer, 


joined advertising 








| New Tele Biz 





New program on WWJ-TV has 


brought the art of magic to De- 
troit’s television fans. “Famo and 
His Magie Carpet” features the 
talents of Karrell Fox. He Is 
presented every Wednesday from 
9 to 9:15 p.m. Show is sponsored by 
Famous Furniture Co., through A 
R. Brasch agency. 

Sachs Quality Stores, N. Y. fur- 
chain, taking over sponsor- 
Friday nights of “The Fitz- 
via WJZ-TV, N. Y. Wil- 
liam Warren agency handles the 
account 


niture 
ship 


geralds”’ 


Ripley Clothes has extended its 
option another 52 weeks to bank- 
roll Wednesday night wrestling 
from Queensboro Arena over the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, through 
the Bobley Co. Sportscaster Guy 
Lebow has been retained as an- 
nouncer. 

Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co 
has signed as participating spon- 
sor on “Your Television Shopper,” 


Cardinals’ TV Simulcast | INDPLS.’ WFBM TO AIR 
Linked to Big Hookup AMER. ASSN. BASEBALL 


St. Louis, June 7. 


Simulcast over KSD’s television | 


station was used for the first time 
here last week when Harry Caray 
and “Stretch” Miller not only 
gabbed the play-by-play of a Car- 
dinal game over video but also 
simultaneously over a 56-station 


web. the largest b.b. chain in the 
U. S. over WIL. The Griesedieck 
Bros. Brewer Co. has bought the 


right to sponsor 15 of the Cardinal 
home games at Sportsman’s Park. 
the deal being made by Ruthrauff 
& Ryan 

Caray does the play-by-play and 
Miller, pinch-hitting for Charles 
“Gabby” Street, former major 
league manager, chips in with the 
The Griesedieck web 
stations in Mis- 


analysis, etc 
is broadcast by 


souri. Illinois, Arkansas, Okla- 
homa,’ Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Iowa. 


WBNS-TV Names Larson 


The guarantee was made after the 


measurement bureau satisfied con- line with 


This is in the policy of DuMont’s daytime st 


ditions set by the NAB board of di- Myron Kirk, Kudner’s TV veepee, Kathi Norris. Randall E. Larson, 
rectors in Chi last April. These to get assistants with show biz WNBQ, Chi., reported spot an- Orange, N. 

stipulated that NAB would ad- background to help on the mul- nouncements for Mitchell Manu- director for WBNS-TV, 
vance $75,000 for use in April and tiple shows handled by the agency. [4cturing through Jones-Frankel Dispatch station set 
May, 1949. and that NAB would agency. about Oct. 1. 


Alpert’s first job will be to work 


rip featuring 


Columbus, O., June 7. 


J.. has been named film 


Indianapolis, June 7. 

WFBM-TV,~ which premiered 
with the 500-mile Speedway race 
on video May 30, will telecast al] 
night home games of the Indian. 
apolis Amercian Assn. baseball 
club starting June 16. 

Deal was completed by Harry M. 
Bitner, Jr.. WFBM-TV general 
manager, and Frank E. McKinney 
vice president of the local club 
and president of the Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates. McKinney, lukewarm to the 
idea for the past several weeks, was 
believed to have changed his mind 
after the success of the Speedway 
show. 

Radio Equipment Co., Philco dis- 
tributor, will the first 12 
games and Westinghouse Corp. the 
next six. Sponsors are being sought 
for the remaining 16. Deal is for 
this year only. 

Bitner also announced _ that 
WFBM-TV plans to carry Notre 
Dame football games this fall, ag 
televisied on film by DuMont. 


Sponsol 


Cincinnati — Dick Nesbitt, 
WKRC-T_ sportscaster, heads the 
recently sanctioned Starlight 
Athletic Club which this week in- 
augurated Monday night boxing in 

















Y ILC ’ ; > ype OV arkwe 
assume full adminstrative control on the Olsen & Johnson show, raga 8 a rn oo Larson is now in poy ag Og ticsocng PF agit 
of BMB whenever part of the loan bowing-in for Buick as a summer sar a conus le: YMC \ screening and selecting bv his station WLW-T picks up 
was outstanding. Further require- replacement for the Milton Berle oo. aan 7 to Westgate Electric Co., Station use. He has just completed Friday night wrestling shows from 
ment was that BMB get sufficient Texaco vaudeo, prior to getting which is using ‘the time to plug training course at CBS-T\ the same bow! with Schoenling 
waivers and new subscribers by its own niche igghe fall. Westinghouse electrical appliances. York. Brewing Co. as the tagger 
June |] = | 

Need for the waivers is the fact oo ee ' i 
that present BMB contracts with 


stations give them the right to can-* 
cel subscriptions on 90 days’ notice, 
which could leave the bureau hold- 
ing an emptv money bag and a 
fistful of bills after publication of 


the study Stations were there- 

fore asked to set aside the can 

cellation clause and agree to re-| 

main with the bureau through 

June 30, 1950. As of June 1, 404 

waivers had been received from ° 
Stations, two networks and two re- 


gional webs. (CBS and MBS are 
still outside the organization, with 
the prospect of the former coming 
in reported as good). 

According to Baker, the con- 
stant flow of income assured by the 
waivers, plus additional funds com- 
ing from new subscriptions, are 
sufficient to repay the $75,000 
lozned by NAB. However, it is still 
possible that BMB may need addi- 
tional short-term credits because 
not all stations will pay up through 
June, 1950, in lump sums. 

While the crisis days are over 
as far as Study No. 2 is concerned, 
future of the measurement bureau 
is still to be decided. The NAB’s 
special committee to plan the or- 
ganization’s future is expected to 
hold a meeting within the next two | 
weeks. 

Meanwhile, Study No. 2 is pro- 
gressing well, Baker declared. A 
total of 318.000 ballots has been 
returned and tracers are going out 
to those who g failed to answer. 
Tabulation has “already started and | 
the study is expected to be out 
sometime this fall. The 1946 re- | 


WKY-TV Studio on Wheels 
a completely equipped 
mobile unit. 


<p 
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It’s television over WKY-TV 







the heart of the Southwest! 


. Opening a bright 


port appeared in November, Baker 
said, ‘“‘and we hope to match that 
date.”’ 


Det.’s Radio-TV ‘Ribbon’ 


Detroit, June 7. 


More than 100,000 pairs of eyes | 


are going to be focused daily on 
WXYZ and WXYZ-TV, beginning 
June 15. 

The eves will 
largest Trans-Lux sign ever made 
by the Trans-Lux Sign Corp. The 
sign is being erected atop the 15th 
floor of the Maccabees Building, 
which houses TV_ studios 
fices. The sign, which 
into two parts, 
the other south, is seven feet in 
height, and each section is 90 feet 
long. 


will be made 14 hours daily Mon- 
days through Fridays and eight 
hours on Saturdays. It will carry 
latest news copy, public service 
advertising, station promotion, and 
time and temperature reports. 


WTMJ Airer St lienad 


Milwaukee, June 7. 
“They Can Come Back,” public 
service series aired on WTMJ and 
WTMJ-FM in cooperation with the 
Wisconsin Assn. for the Prevention 
of Alcoholism has been kudosed by 


the American Veterans of World 
War II. 
Amvets’ distinguished service 


awards went to R. G. Winnie, sta- 
tion manager; Robert Vail, who 
scripted the series, and the asso- 
ciation. 





be watching the | 
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a . ° | 
is divided 
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It is planned that the «flashcasts 











THE WORLD'S TALLEST TELEVISION ANTENNA... 


Built on top of the WKY-AM 
966 feet above the ground. 
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OPERATED BY 


“PUBLISHING CO. 
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Oklahoma City 


Times « The Farmer Stockman 


REPRESENTED BY 
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new market for TV advertisers, right in the middle 
of the great Southwest where business is best. And 
it’s hitting the market with unprecedented impact! 


And no wonder! Because WKY-TV has its taproots 
in the popularity gained from WKY’s 25 years of 
AM broadcasting. It enters the market with the 
super sales power that only the call letters “WKY” 
can give a station down here. 


This means that when you “buy” WKY-TV, you 
get more than a picture on the kinescope. You 


get WKY’s prestige and acceptance behind every 
television message. 


WKYOO® 


CHANNEL 4+ OKLAHOMA 


MAIN STUDIO 
Whitt tM Ral-tohta- Wn @) ale alolaate mG 
* Municipal Auditorium. 


maar 
n the 2 e 


TRANSMITTER. .. equipped to 
handle all WKY-TV 


AM and FM 
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For just eighty-four cents 
WCBS nighttime station breaks 
will carry your message into 


a thousand tuned-in homes! 





*Class A Rate for 1-25 weeks. 


2,668,180 DIFFERENT FAMILIES listen, at least once every 
two weeks, to the commercials of a seven-nights-a-week WCBS 
station break advertiser!* That’s only 84¢ per thousand 


actual listening families." 


YOU CAN DO AS WELL! WCBS’ policy of rotating station 


breaks gives every advertiser an equal chance to reach the 
greatest number of listeners. (And with wcBs and CBS 


programs attracting ever-increasing audiences, 





WCBS station breaks become an even better buy.) 


ay 
















arty agi! 

FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED. Get in touch with egef 

efe 

. oa ‘ : ©o°%¢ 

wcss or Radio Sales right now...for one of the ogee 
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biggest bargains in all radio. 6% 
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*Based on Nielsen Radio Index, January 1949, ; Sese 


New York key station for the Columbia Broadcasting System 
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NLRB Slaps Down WMSL in IBEW 
Squawk on Collective Bargaining | 


picked up from its stage, is teeing | 
off inaugural program with the Al 


| 





Washington, June 7. ¢7— | 
} ti } 
cTemessee, Vales, Bresdeesting | HEDDA DOING A TELE | 
ordered by the National Labor 


Relations Board last week to bar- 
gain collectively with Local 1564 
of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (AFL). The 
company was also required to stop 
interfering with the organizing 
activities of the union. 

A decision of the Board, which 
affirmed a trial examiner’s report 
of last December, rejected a chal- 
lenge of its authority to issue the 
order on the ground the local went 
out of existence. “Under the cir- 
cumstances of this case,” the 
Board said, “the disintegration of 
the union must be attributed to 
the respondent’s own unfair labor 
practices, especially to its  per- 
sistent refusal to recognize the 
union’s existence or to bargain 
with it.” 

The Board found that from the 
time of an election in which the 
union established its majority the 
company “engaged in a series of 
dilatory and evasive measures” to 
put off recognition. In one Case, 
an announcer’s “freelance” pro- 
gram was cancelled, another an- 
nouncer was discharged without a 
reason being given, and a techni- 
cian was fired for “sleeping” and 


being late. These actions, the 
Board said, were found to be part 
of a general effort to smash the 


union. The company was ordered 
to make restitution. 

The Board had issued a ruling 
two years ago that the regular 
staff announcers and the techni- 
cians of the station constituted 
two separate units for the purpose 
of bargaining after a secret elec- 


tion conducted by NLRB. The 
company, however, refused to 
negotiate on the ground it was 


appealing the Board’s certification 
to the Circuit Court of Appeals. 


The union thereupon filed an un- | 


fair labor practice charge against 
the station. 





Electrical Council to Buy 


WOW-TV June 13 Preem 


Omaha, June 7. 
First television show announced 
here by WOW-TV will start June 
13 under sponsorship of the Ne- 
braska-Iowa’ Electrical Council. 
Five separate’ half-hour’ video 


shows will be held daily from noon | 
| ly-written skits. 
charges but tickets procurable at, 


to 8:30 p.m., with no admission 


radio dealers. 


: | 
Preview of the main show will 


7 held for distributors on June 
buyers a chance to view television | 
programming on many different 
styles of sets. Programs will be 
made up of specially produced film 
material designed for this particu- 
Jar demonstration. 

WOW-TV_ confirmed previous 
announcement that it will be 
ready for regular television service 
on Sept. 1. 





| by 


St. Louis—The Kroger Co. has 
renewed its 52-week contract for 
three continuous quarteY-hour day- 
time strips on KMOX, local CBS 
outlet. Kroger company is now 
going into its 14th year on KMOX 
with three’ transcribed shows, 
*“Editor’s Daughter,” ‘Hearts in. 
Harmony” and “Linda's First 
Love.” 


| feature vaude acts, 


This will give prospective set | 


TRAILER FOR GOLDWYN 


Hollywood, June 7. 
Special film trailers ballyhooing 
current releases will be one of the 


features of Hedda Hopper’s new 


television program that will air 
over NBC-KNBH here. Subjects 


are expected to have the columnist 
giving her opinion of the release as 
well as showing some of the pic- 
ture’s actual footage as a teaser to 
attract theatre trade. 

One of the first pictures to get 
the special ballyhoo probably will 
be Samuel Goldwyn’s “‘Roseanna 
McCoy.” A TV trailer plug for the 
film was lensed at the Goldwyn 
studio Wednesday (1) under the di- 
rection of Mark Robson. “McCoy” 
is being rushed for summer re- 
lease, indicating Miss Hopper’s 
video debut for NBC can be ex- 
pected shortly. There is a_ possi- 
bility that if Miss Hopper does not 
go on TV before fall, the ballyhoo 
reel will be televised in the east 
for picture’s opening, although it 
was made for her projected pro- 
gram. 
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of representative sample prints had 


been sent him from KNBH, the 
web’s Hollywood outlet. Home- 
office program department will 


screen them this week to determine 
which to schedule on a _ regular 
basis out of N. Y. 

Both webs expect to continue to 
push their house-built packages. 
NBC auditions a new Jane Pickens 
show this week and is now collab- 
orating with actor ‘William Gargan 
on developing an audience partici- 
pation giveaway program, to be 
titled “Hold the Phone,” which will 
sketches, etc. 
Show has been tentatively set for 
the Wednesday night at 8 period. 

As for the vaudeo productions, 
such as Milton Berle’s ‘Texaco 
Star Theatre” and Ed Sullivan’s 
“Toast of the Town,” all program 
chiefs declared they would prob- 
ably turn more and more to the 
revue-type programs in the fall. 
With the number of suitable per- 
formers for such shows definitely 
limited, they said, it will be nec- | 
essary to depend more on special- 





WOIC’s ‘Skull Practice’ 


Washington, June 7. 


Advance “skull practice” sessions 
have been instituted by the Bam- 
berger television station in the 
Capital, WOIC, to prepare for cov- 
erage of football and other special 
events. 

Whenever possible, films and 
photos of similar events are used 
to show lighting, camera angles, 
crowds, band locations, etc. In ad- 
dition, complete inspection is made 
engineering and_ production 
personnel of sites where events are 
to orjginate. The _ sessions, says | 





the station, resemble pre-game 
briefings. . 
Chicago—‘‘Breakfast Club” is 


celebrating its 16th anni June 23 
with a premium offer from spon- 
sor General Mills. 


| format. Show caught took viewers 


| problem. 


Chicago Theatre Sets 


Vaude Acts for Preem 


Chicago, June 7. | 


| 


Chicago theatre, for its WBKB > 
ele debut of vaude programs 


Trace orch, Joan Edwards, Jackie | 
Green and the Shyrettos. In addi- 
tion, there will be a square dance 
session. 

Balaban & Katz flagship is also 


trying to bring in film stars to 
hypo an hour program set for 
every Thursday evening, starting 


June 16. House is trying to begin 
large-screen video and is trying to 
obtain rights to the Ezzard 
Charles-Joe Wolcott fight the fol- 
lowing week. 


_| sues. 
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grills, restaurants, tap- 
rooms, ete. Footing the bill is the 
Restaurant and Grill Publicity 
Service, which collects its fee from 
individual members of the Con- 
necticut food-and-drink association. 
Show is packaged by Teleshows, of 
which Gertrude J. Berman is busi- 
ness consultant. WNHC-TV has 
nothing to do with producing the 
show, station being in the picture 
only as telecast outlet. 


taverns, 


It’s another phone call-partici- 
pant setup, handled as_ follows: 
Although would-be entrants can 


catch the program from their own 
homes, or any other place, they 
must first go to a restaurant asso- 
ciation member spot to fill out an 
entry blank, stating where they can 
be reached by phone when pro- 
gram is on. (This factor was not 
at all clarified to viewers on the 
opener.) Skits are the fulcrum of 
the setup. 

Dan Healy emceed, hitting both 
extremes of good and bad. He was 
bad when he repeatedly called the 
program ‘“Here’s a Cue” instead of 
“Clue,” and his explanation of why 
he was called the “night mayor of 
Broadway” was too longwinded. 
But he did keep the ball rolling 
when the script fell apart and man- 
aged to cover up some of the 
fumbles. He should be told not to 
mention taverns and bars so fre- 
quently, bluenoses being constantly 
on the alert for such chatter. 

“Clue” is signed for an _ initial 
13-week stint. Bone. 


| the station owner’s 


CHICAGO NOTEBOOK 
With Jim Hurlbut 
Producer-Director: Reinald Wer- | 
renrath, Jr. | 
15 Mins., Wed., 9:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBQ, Chicago 
Jim Hurlbut manages to make 
this potpourri of local features and 
topical events an interesting show 
for Chicagoans. Films and sstill- 
shot sequences backed by Huribut’'s 
running commentary make up the 


on two fire department alarms; fol- 
lowed the efforts of a young couple 
trying to find a house, and showed | 
off a new type polaroid camera. 
Opening found Hurlbut looking 
out at Chi downtown district by 
night. Film then took over for a 
looksee at firemen answering 
alarms. First chase was false: sec- 
ond was a blaze. Film shot from 
swaying fire truck had exciting ef- 
fect of an oldime Harold Lloyd 
thriller. ; 
House hunt staged with a still 
series was less exciting but had the 
advantage of being everybody’s 
Hurlbut’s style is lucid 
and graphic. Viewers are made to 
feel an awareness of the big city 
pulse. Local sponsors could look 
this one over to their advantage. 











| the 


Mayflower 


|___. Continued from page 26 


Co. decision of 1941, which in- 
volved questions of editorial poli- 





‘cies of WAAB, Worcester, Mass., 


Commission, in renewing 
WAAB’s license, stated flatly that 
“the broadcaster cannot be an ad- 


vocate.” The issue, it contended, 


‘had nothing to do with freedom of 


speech, but with public protection 
in view of the limitation of broad- 
cast frequencies. The decision was 
criticized in Congress and the in- 
dustry as a violation of free 
speech, which led to proceedings 
two years ago to reexamine the is- 
Last week’s report is the 
result of these proceedings. 


Editorial Greenlight 

The report was immediately re- 
garded in the industry as a green- 
light for station-sponsored edi- 
torials. Justin Miller, prexy of 
the National Assn. of Broadcasting, 
calling the decision “the greatest 
single victory in behalf of freedom 
of expression” in a century, urged 
members to be “clearer and more 
specific in their editorializing than 
the Commission has been in this 
vague and wandering report.” 

Miller, while admitting the de- 
cision, “does not in terms reverse 
the Mayflower case,” said it nev- 
ertheless “nullifies the uncertain 
language and faulty reasoning con- 
tained in that decision.” 
port confirms NAB’s opinion, he 
added, that the dicta in the May- 
flower ruling represented “an un- 
warranted invasion of free speech.” 

The report also brought an an- 


nouncement from CBS that the 
web would soon begin carrying 
editorials. 

In addition to the interpretive 


remarks of Commissioner Webster, 
the report was notable for a volu- 
minous concurring opinion of Com- 
missioner Robert Jones, which 
comprised nearly half of the 12,- 
000-word document. Jones thought 
his colleagues, in granting licensees 
the right to editorialize, should 
admit a reversal of the Mayflower 


opinion and should acknowledge 
unconstitutionality of that docu- 
ment. 


The Commissioner also felt that 
no restraint should be made upon 
right to edi- 
torialize, but he emphasized that 
the licensee can be held to account 
when renewal time rolls around. 

There was one dissent to the re- 
port. Commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock thought it “foolhardy” to per- 
mit editorialization by licensees 
without some method of insuring 
fair presentation. Difficulties in 
discovering abuses and the prob- 
lem of using sanctions via the rev- 
ocation route should not be under- 
estimated, she said. 





Panel to Gab on Writing 


Techniques for TWG 


The re- | 


'25 COMMUNITY CHESTS. 
BUY ‘CONTINUED’ SERIAL 


Chicago, June 7 
| WBBM’s public service Serial 
| “To Be Continued” will air on a 
nationwide basis under SPonsorship 
of 25 Community Chests and We] 
fare Councils, who will use sho 
locally to hypo their bids for moe 
| lic support. 
| Program written and prod 
by Ruth Moore uses narration pe 
tape recorded interviews of actual 
case histories of big city problems 
| Chi Community Chest and Welfare 
Council sponsors the Sunday 15- 
minute program here. ri 








| ABC's Poser 
as Continued from page 27 —_! 
| bankrolling the web’s “My True 
| Story” two mornings a week, and 
a wrist watch band company 
Bruner-Ritter, is taking over half 
of the Sunday night 60 minutes 
formerly occupied by U. S. Steel's 
“Theatre Guild” for an audience 
participation show. The web, too 
is realizing $800,000 a year from 
commercial religious programming, 
With the exception of Sterling 
Drugs, however, the business ae. 
quired by ABC represents the re. 
sults of “raiding maneuvers,” 
acquiring in-and-out clients, or 
“fringe” business (religioso) previ- 
ously held suspect by the webs. 





New Economy Wave 
That ABC recognizes its plight 
in the AM picture, in the face of 
mounting television costs which 
finds the net saddled with an ap- 
proximate $8,000,000 outlay for 
video operations, is attested to by 
,|the new economy wave put into 
'operation last week. This has re- 
sulted in a new 10% budget cur- 
tailment; personnel cuts said to in- 
volve about 80 at N.Y. headquarters 
'and including the elimination of 
the Detroit office (which in turn 
involves long-time salesman Jack 
Donohue getting axed), retrench- 
ments in the research division, with 
Ed Evans, co-director, getting his 
notice, and Earl Mullin, publicity 
chief, suffering a three-man lopoff. 
At*the same time the network’s 
o&o0 operations have been alerted 
to the economy sweep. 
Sharing spotlight attention is the 
Mutual network, with speculation 
on what newly-elected president 
Frank White might conceivably 
have up his sleeve to pull the web 
out of the doldrums and give it a 
distinctiveness of its own to offset 
its perennial status as the No. 4 
network. White thus far has shied 
away from official or publie pro- 
/nunciementos and to all intents is 
still involved in “integrating” him- 
| self into “Operation Mutual.” One 
| unofficial report has it that White 
contemplates a revamp in network 
thinking in terms of co-op pro- 
gramming in a bid to attract na- 
tional sponsors. But everything at 
Mutual, so far as the rest of the 
trade is concerned, remains in a 
“iffy” status. 


Third craft meeting of the Tele- | 


vision Writers Guild will discuss 
“Writing Techniques — Dramatie 
Adaptations and Originals” tomor- 
row (Thurs.) eve at the RCA Ex- 
hibition Hall, N. Y. 

Speakers will be Worthington 
Miner, producer - director; Mary 
Hunter, director, and John Chap- 
man, N.Y. Daily News drama critic. 
Panel discussion will include the 
sneakers and Max Wilk and Ben- 
jamin Zavin, TV _ writers. Lee 
Berg, TWG exec committee chair- 
man, will moderate. Sessions are 
so only to Authors League mem- 
ers. 


ABC’s Chi Economies 
Chicago, June 7. 

ABC's radio economy firings, in 
the wake of Tosing several big 
shows, have reached a reported 15 
in the Chi offices, with some de 
partments still awaiting the axe. 
Television here has been ul 
touched, with only AM_ staffers 
shown the door. 

Departments hit were press and 
publicity, promotion and sales, 
both network and local. Program 
and engineering haven't officially 
felt the slash yet, but are expect 
‘ing it. . 








Mart. 











THE ONE AND ONLY! 
THE ORIGINAL! 


ThE AMAZING MR. BALLANTINE 


{The Unique and Extraordinaire Comedian) 


THE PARAMOUNT, New York, NOW! 


The Agent: MEYER B. NORTH Note: Readying TV Package Series for the Fall 


— Thanks to: COLOSSAL NERVE 
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a Knox Manning—one of radio’s most successful salesmen— 
's is 
- is the new director of KNX°s ““Housewives’ Protective League—Sunrise Salute” 

ne + 


i P os — os ° 
om .-- Southern California's most sales-effective participating program, 





wie | MANNING IS MADE FOR THE HPL. For a dozen years, Manning has starred in 

Los Angeles radio...as an actor, announcer, newsman and story-teller. 

a And result-getting salesman! (Manning sold 128 cars in nine days... 

increased a shoe manufacturer’s business 50% in one year...was tagged by a big 


un- soap company as ‘the best salesman we ever had on the air.’’) 





9 THE HPL 1S MADE FOR MANNING. |For more than fourteen years, KNX’s “Housewives” 
me Protective League—Sunrise Salute” has been ringing up huge sales for advertisers. 
oi ‘ 
Because listeners know every word said about HPL-advertised products 
is true... backed by KNX’s “HPL Testers’ Bureau.” And now the program is 


5 ol ‘ 2 
even more eflective. Because listeners know and respect Manning. 





This package is made to order to deliver orders for you. Now more than ever! 





THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 


“The Program that Sponsors the Product” 
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stories for adults. Allegedly based 
on records of the Los Angeles 
police department, “Dragnet” is 
well-written and well-paced but 
also has a_ well-known flavory! 
Scripter for this series is sticking | 
to the most venerable formulas for 
crime mellers, giving it the quality 
of a slick assembly-line job. 

On the preem (3), story involved 
the tracking down of a couple of 
payroll bandits. For most part, the 
police technique was a simple mat- 
ter of shadowing one of the sus- 
pects for vital evidence. At the 
windup, however, the detectives 
had to resort to the old chestnut 
of planting the idea that the crooks 
had double-crossed each other in 
order to get a confession. It may 
have been factually accurate; but 
dramatically, it was artificial. Cast 
played their familiar lines in com- 
petent style. Herm. 


JUST A FEW MILLION YEARS 
AGO 


With Percy Newman, guests; Larry 
Paleff, announcer 


Producer: Steve Dale 


Writer: Newman 

15 Mins.; Sat., 7:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBO-CBC, Trans-Canada, Ottawa 
Proven authenticity and_ fast 


pace make this a gab show that is 
much more than that. It’s okay 
Saturday p.m. stuff. Using no 
musie or sound effects, Percy 
Newman slants his script to the 
unusual, of which there was plenty 
in the days his show concerns. 
Teeoff (4) covered the age of rep- 
tiles and series will backtrack into 
history as far as research can 
bring up facts. 

Newman makes boff use of ex- 
perts, overcoming the customary 
long-winded monotony associated 
with them on radio by keeping 
their lines brief and to the point. 
He covered 2,500,000 years in the 
opener, using Dr. Douglas Leech- 
man, of the National Museum; Dr. 
H. S. Bostock, of the Geological 
Survey of Canada, and Dr. A. 
Leahey, soils expert of the Dept. 
of Agriculture. Script’ weaves an- 
nouncer, narrator (Newman) and 
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M-G-M— 
“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 











Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 28 


‘experts into an interesting talk 

















to hold dialers for the 
Gorm. 


fabric 
stanza. 





MUSIC FOR YOU 
With Billy Leach, Joe Rumoro, 

Elaine Rodgers, Skylarks, Caesar 

Petrillo orch; Earl Nightingale, 

emcee 
Writer-Producer: Skee Wolff 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Chicago 

WBBM trotted out its first-string 
talent stable for the preem of this 
musical series, and the result was 
a pleasant 30 minutes for Sunday 
listeners. Good balance and con- 
tinuity bolstered better-than-aver- 
age acts. 

Format had musical numbers 
interspersed with literate com- 
ments on music evolution by Billy 
Leach and Earl Nightingale. Vocals 
were by baritone Leach, Elaine 
Rodgers, Skylarks, with a guitar 
solo by Joe Rumoro. Caesar Pe- 
trillo’s band gave subdued but 
satisfactory orch renditions. Show 
used its sustainer basis to toss in 
a plug for Jack Benny’s later CBS 
program. 

“Music” should catch its fair 
share of hot-weather holiday lis- 
teners. Theme seems to be rest- 
fulness for a front-porch audience, 
and the idea is gotten across Ca- 
pably. Mart. 
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: Followup Comment ; 
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“Horn & Hardart Children’s 
Hour” shaped up as a gala event 
in Sunday’s (5) hour-long simul- 
cast over WNBC-WNBT in the 
10:30 a.m. slot in celebration of 
its 20th anniversary. Many of the 
program’s former stars, who have 
since graduated to stellar spots in 
vaude, nitery, radio and tele, par- 
ticipated either in person or via 
congratulatory telegrams to Alice 
Clements, who has held produc- 
tion reins of stanza for the double 
decade. 

Ezra Stone piped in his congrats 
and appreciation from his country 
home. Arnold Stang, Carol Bruce, 
Eileen Barton, Jim Kirkwood & 
Lee Goodman, et al., were among 
other alumni participating in pro- 
ceedings, one way or. another. 
Practically the entire program was 
given over to this sort of thing 
and it all added up to entertain- 
ing ltstening for the dialers, as 
well as a top public relations pitch 
for the program and sponsor. Ed 
Hurlihy in usual emcee assignment 
kept things rolling at a swift pace. 





Ithaca, N. Y-—lIt’s a boy—his 
fourth—for the Mike Hannas of 
MHCU. Anthony Michael weighed 


in at seven and a half pounds Sun- 
day evening at Ithaca Memorial 
Hospital. 




















“PULSE—52 WEEKS, '48 





IN CHICAGO 


NBC and CBS had more audience’ BUT... 
NOT PER DOLLAR SPENT 


W-EN-D first! 
W-LN-D third! 


560 KC ® 400 N. MICHIGAN AVE., CHICAGO, ILL. 
THE KATZ AGENCY, INC., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


. 


in circulation 
per dollar 


in total audience 
6 AM-6 PM-7 days. wk 
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1 Denver TV Withdrawal 


Washington, June 7. 


Applications for television sta-| 
tions in Denver were reduced to) 
seven last week as a result of the | 


withdrawal of KLZ Broadcasting 
The company was acquired 
recently by Aladdin Radio & Tele- 
vision Co., which also has an appli- 
cation for video in Denver. One of 
the applications had to be dis- 
missed under the multiple owner- 
ship regulations of the FCC. 


Five channels have been allo- 


|cated to Denver under present as- 


| signiments. 


Among the applicants 
are Alf M. Landon, former gov- 
ernor of Kansas, and Edward W. 
Lasker. of the advertising family, 
who has interests in motion pic- 
tures. 
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i Circling the Kilocycles 
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Wichita—Appointment of Thomas 
P. Bashaw as program director of 
KFH and KFH-FM, Wichita, has 
been announced by Frank V. Webb, 
general manager. Formerly with 
NBC and WLS in Chicago as di- 
rector, producer, writer and sales 
promotion man, Bashaw comes to 
KFH with more than 16 years’ ex- 
perience. 


Boston—John Wilkoff, promotion 
and merchandising manager of 
WCOP, Hub’s ABC outlet, signed 
to lecture at Boston University’s 
summer session. Will give courses 
in merchandising and sales promo- 
tion, 


Milwaukee—Milwaukee County 
Radio Council has awarded first 
prize to WTMJ for the 1948-49 
program contributing to civic bet- 
terment. Show netting honor was 
‘‘Milwaukee Speaks,’ Sunday dis- 
cussion airer. 


Dallas—WFAA assumed the sta- 
tus of an Army training camp last 
week end when it added to its 
staff Private Gerald J. Fields, of 
the army’s public information divi- 
sion. Pvt. Fields will spend three 
months at the outlet in an on the 
job training project in which radio 
stations and enewspapers are pro- 
viding practical courses of instruc- 
tion tor Army specialists. After 
his three months’ tour of civilian 
duty, Pvt. Fields will be assigned 
as public information specialist in 
the field of radio at Sixth Army 
Headquarters at the Presidio of 
San Francisco. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y.—Jay Rus- 


sell, former New York flack, has 
resigned post of program director- 
announcer at WNBZ here. Rus- 
sell will package a disk jockey 
stanza and do freelance announc- 
ing in Gotham. 





Houston—The FCC has granted 
the Texas Broadcasters Inc., Own- 
ers and operators of KATL, an in- 
crease in operating power. Outlet 
is presently operating full time 
with 1000 watts on 1590 kilocyeles 
— will go full time with 5000 
watts. 





Fort Worth—Porter Randall and 
Hal Thompson, newsman for KFJZ 
and the Texas State Network, will 
leave here next week for a three 
week trip to England and the Con- 
tinent, where they'll interview 
Texans now serving with the U. S. 
Air Force. 


_ Seattle — Betty Hinman con- 
tinuity writer at KOL, has gone to 
Germany where she has a_ public 
relations job with the Army... 
Dan Starr, formerly with Ruthrauf 
& Ryan here, is now television 
time salesman for KRSC-TY. 





Denver—Lloyd FE. Yoder, general 
manager of KOA, has been re 


elected president of the Denver 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross. Yoder has been in Red 


Cross activities for more than 20 
years, having served the Denver 
Red Cross as a member of the 
Board of Directors for several 
years and the San Francisco Red 
Cross before coming to Denver. 





Helen Powers to WAAM 
Baltimore, June 7. 
Helen Powers, one of best- 
known radio and video personali- 
ties here, joined WAAM, local TV 
outlet for DuMont and ABC this 
week as administrative director. 


. Starting in 1931 with WCAO. 
Miss Powers has had executive 
spots with W*BR, WITH and 


WTOP in Washington. writing and 
producing Larry Elliott's “Man on 
the Street” show for CBS and 
“Take a Break” for MBS. 






| 
| Cleveland 


Continued from page 29 
cities with one or more television 
stations—half of them operating 
television stations and half of them 
not yet in TV. More than half 
of these stations show revenue 
gains for the first four months of 
1949 against 1948. Those whose 
revenues were about the same or 
who showed losses are for the most 
part operators of television stations 
who have spent most of thei 
ergies in developing revenues.” 
‘Not One Loss’ 

At NBC’s two local outlets, Gen- 

eral manager John McCormick re- 


ports “not one loss in local ad- 
vertising to TV.” AM’s outlet, 


WTAM. has, however, given much 
talent to its sister TV-operated 
WNBK. 


WHK’s Pinky Hunter reports no 


shift in station advertising, and 
WJW adds “no client loss.” Show- 
ing no immediate concern for TV’s 
threat, WERE soon adds AM op- 
erations to its FM. 

Generally speaking, all AM op- 
erators see TV a threat in about 
five years, when video near 
the 150,000 figure. 

TV, however, isn’t standing still. 
It’s moving into new programming 
fields—although the action is un- 
derstandably limited and it is 
tapping advertising fields, primari- 
ly in getting sponsors for spot and 
participation revenue. Among the 
new customers moving into pic- 
tures are groceries, banks, jewelry 
shops and automobile agencies. 
Chandler & Rudd, grocers, main- 
tain ‘“‘television has given the most 
immediate results ever had from 
any form of advertising, and it is 
particularly effective with a new 
product.” 

Cleveland’s third video outlet, 
WXEL, is slated for a fall opening, 
leaving the city with two more 
channels to be filled by applicants 
WGAR, WHK, WJW and WER® 

Whether WXEL can inject addi- 
tional video threats to AM’s opera- 
tion remains an unknown and high- 
ly doubted factor. Program-wise 
television in Cleveland appears 
years away from more than an 
eight-hour maximum project, un- 
less the networks can feed with 
more commercial shows to offset 
costly operations. 


sets 
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Continued from page 27 





BO oem OE 
finally changed to a product (Swan 
soap) that could handle the in- 
creased budget on the show. 


Another issue has arisen in con- | 


nection with the arbitration that 
must be decided before a date can 
be set. Luckman wants the hear- 
ing held in New York while Hope 
is holding out for Hollywood. 
Chicago law firm of Carney, Cro- 
well & Liebman will 
Lever Bros. 

That Luckman is eager to renew 
Hope for next season is evident 
from his stand against tape and 
willingness to have it arbitrated. 
Hope and Luckman have been in- 
volved in many disputes over the 
years he has been sponsored by 
Pepsodent and Swan but their dif- 
ferences were invariably composed. 
Luckman is said to concede that 
Hope will match his radio popular- 
ity in television and is too import- 
tant a property to jeopardize be- 
cause of differences in opinion. 

















Monthly Sponsors 





‘COSTS 


en- | 


| monthly 


will be 
with ex-Gov. Harold G. Hoffman of 


Sinners, 


STYMIE (BS 
KINE PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, June 7. 

CBS has learned that kinescop. 
ing of television programs here 
must be done simultaneously with 
the telecast or be subject to motion 
picture rates. Net’s plans for kine. 
scoping on closed circuit has thus 
been stymied by guilds and unions 
and additionally by the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Harry Ackerman, in charge of 
CBS-TV operations here, said web 
would be forced to pay prop, set 
lighting and sound men motion pic- 
ture scale if program was kinnied 
prior to telensing. Ackerman said 
that CBS could make a test case 
of the problem but is not willing to 


| do so at this time. 


There is also a musicians prob- 
lem on filming of video programs 
under separate cover. Union, Ack. 
erman related, demands motion pie 
rates for the performance. In ad- 
dition it has not been decided 
whether kinnie would be conside 
ered a kinescope or a motion pie- 
ture. If it were decided to be a 
motion picture, footage could not 
be telensed because of James (C. 
Petrillo’s ban on musical sound. 


track. 





Circus Saints & Sinners 


As CBS-TV Summer Fare 


CBS-TV added another to its se- 
ries of summer showcase packages 
this week, when it took over rights 
to the Circus Saints and Sinners 
for a projetted once-weekly half- 
hour series. Harvey Marlowe, ex- 
WPIX program chief who original- 
ly acquired the rights for his indie 
package firm, will produce and 


direct. 


based on the 
luncheon meetings held 
by the group of show business, 
political and industrial celebs, at 
which one of them is roasted as a 
“fall guy.”” Showman Tex O'Rourke 
“prosecuting attorney,” 


Series is to be 


New Jersey, prez of the Saints and 
handling the defense. 
Group is a charitable organization, 
formed to aid down-and-out circus 
performers. 








represent 


JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 





WM. H. KING 
Personal Management 
A. S. LYONS 


177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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— es 

comes, the extra personnel and 
services are cut. When the bread- 
winner brings home less money, 


the housewife makes fewer steaks 

and more stews. Nevertheless, the 

growth of TV needn't cut into AM 

revenue, if the medium does a job 

in changing with the situation and 

getting in new advertisers.” 

TV will also have to go into new 

territory, Woods believes. Typical 

of the untapped resources, he said, 

is real estate advertising. ‘“‘Radio’s 

very first commercial was for real 

estate, back in the pioneer days of 

WEAF,” he declared. “Now the 

lime is ripe for video getting coin 

from the realtors. Perhaps we'll 

have Sunday morning programs | 
like the newspapers’ classified ads, | 
with photos and film clips of | 
houses and apartments.” 


Philadelphia—Jerome M. War-' 
ren has joined the sales staff of | 
WFIL, assigned to sales service | 
‘and business development. | 


“Solid entertainment.” 
Valley Times, North Hollywood, Cal. 
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For Ivory Flakes 


CBS, Mon. thru Fri. [[l/: if 
2:45-3 P.M. 
With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 
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BOP GETS BAN 








Petrillo Warns AGVA vs. Raiding 
As AFM Opens Frisco Convention 


San Francisco, June 7. 

Alternating a barrage of invec- 
tive against the Tatt-Hartley law 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, James C. Petrillo yesterday 
(6) warned AGVA against trying to 
raid the American Federation of 
Musicians. Addressing 1,000 dele- 
gates to the AFM convention, Pe- 
trillo said: “It looks like they 
(AGVA) want to muscle in. Believe 
me, brothers, if you know what's 
good for you, back up—back up.” 

Petrillo described AGVA in such 
unpolite phrases as “outlaw union,” 
“bunch of thieves” and “trouble- 
makers.” Declaring that no musi- 
cian anywhere need belong to an- 
other trade union, Petrillo said: 
“All was serene until someone got 
the crazy idea that when a musician 
plays under a spotlight, it makes 
him an actor and he must belong 
to AGVA. We don't scare easily, 
and we won't permit any raiding.’ 

Petrillo recalled that one of his 
local officials urged a policy of co- 
operating with AGVA, to which he 
replied: “We are going to stop this 
raiding at the outset because we 
won't give ground to a bunch of 
thieves who are trying to muscle 
in.’ He wound up his attack on 
AGVA by instructing delegates to 


notify all AFM locals to police | 
their jurisdictions against AGVA 
attempts to raid. Petrillo did not 


throw light on situations wherein 
an actor plays an instrument as 
part of his vaudeville or nightclub 
act, in which cases AFM has re- 
cently insisted that they are in- 
strumentalists belonging under its 
control. 

Petrillo also lashed 
the Taft-Hartley law and at labor 
leaders who deserted President 
Truman prior to last November. He 
urged labor to remain in polities 
forever and called Franklin D. 
Roosevelt ‘the greatest business 
agent the labor movement ever 
had.” 


out against 


In addition to Petrillo, who will | 


stand for reelection, Leo Clues- 
mann, secretary; Harry J. Sleeper, 
treasurer since the retirement of 
Thomas Gamble, and all present 
members of the executive board, 
are expected to be reelected virtu- 
ally without opposition. 





Kapp es Commates 
Changed Lyrics, So 
Decca Drops Platters 


Hollywood. June 7. 


Claiming that Ike Carpenter 
changed the lyrics on “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside” and “‘A-You’re 
Adorable,” in waxing them for 


Decca, Dave Kapp has refused to 
market the platters. 
word here that 


cording head, hadn't squawked 
when Carpenter records were 
made here, but the beef arose after 
Kapp heard them in New York. 
Tunes have been re-recorded 
with Harry Babbitt and a rhythm 
section. A'though the wax he did 
was ashcanned, Carpenter re- 
ceived $1,000 to etch the two com- 


positions and two others. Kapp 
didn’t ask for the coin back even 
though half the work was 
scrapped. 





Anna Sosenko’s Brother, 
Jay Jerome, Has Own Ore 


Philadelphia, June 7. 

Jay Jerome and his five-man or- 
chestra are booked into the War- 
wick hotel here June 13. Jerome, 
who is Anna Sosenko's_ brother, 
had appeared with Eddy Oliver's 
band and a number of other com- 
bos prior to the war. Outfit also 
features a songstress. 

Akin to Jules C. Stein. who 
Started a band while at the U. of 
Chi, and thus graduated into the 
band biz, Jerome dittoed while at 
the U. of Penn. He graduated from 
the Wheaton School of Commerce 
& Finance after the war. 


+ 


Kapp sent | 
lyrie alterations | 
were made without his permission. | 

Sonny Burke, Decea’s Coast re-. 





Dailey’s Name Hiatus 
For Meadowbrook 


Frank Dailey closes his Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N.J., to name 
bands on July 3 and will try a 
policy of using a local outfit of six 
pieces for the following two weeks. 
Eddie Farley’s band will be used 
and the reaction it drew playing 
recently at Dziley’s other 
tions, the Sherbrook and Ivanhoe, 
in nearby towns, caused the ex- 
periment. If biz warrants, Farley 
will stay longer. 

Dailey won't resume name bands 
until the fall, at least, and at that 
there’s nothing definite. None of 
the top names he has used through 
the winter and spring did especial- 
ly well for him. Johnny Long, 
current, is doing the best of all. 


64 Out of $0 
Indie Diskers 


Owe Pub Coin 


of 
firms 





A majority the independent 
recording 
average major music publishers do 


delinquent 


with which the 


business are invariably 
in the payment of royalties due— 
when can get away with it. 
Because of the slump now cutting 
into publishers’ disk earnings, one 
major firm last week perused its 
accounts receivable and _ found 
that out of approximately 80 indie 
labels he has had traffic with in 
the past, 64 owed sums in varying 
amounts. 

Some of the labels involved are 
widely known despite being indies, 
and in many cases the unpaid roy- 
alties go back two quarters. The 
list was an eye-opener to the pub, 
who intends to act immediately on 


they 


collecting. 

| Several months back. Harry 
| Fox, agent and trustee for pub- 
‘lishers, instituted a rule under 


_which indie firms must pay on the | 


/ button every quarter. If they 
don't, the per-disk royalties they 
owe will be payable immediately 
on the basis of the legal 2c per 
side instead of the 1'<c to 1%4e 
per side rate all now receive from 
pubs. Publisher mentioned above 
is not one of Fox’s clients. 


STAN JONES SUES TO 
BREAK 5-SONG DEAL 


Hollywood, June 7. 

Stan Jones is suing American 
Music Co. in superior court here 
to rescind his deal with them on 
five songs. He complains that 
contracts were not signed on Song- 
writers Protective Assn. blanks 
but on the music firm’s own forms. 
He claims also. that 
promised to place the five tunes 
with an ASCAP firm, but that they 
were placed with a BMI outfit. 

Another angle to the, suit is. aec- 
cording to Jones’ complaint. that 
American promised to have Decca 
and RCA-Victor recordings made 
within two or three weeks, but 
this hasn't happened vet. Tunes 
at issue are “Chuck Wallace 
Swing.” “The Burro Lullaby.” 
“Snowbells and Echoes,” “I For- 
got to Remember,’ “The Ole Houn 
Dog” and “You and Me.” 


9 . 
Decca’s 123c Divvy 

Decea Records last week declared 
a regular quarterly dividend ot 
12l%¢ a share on capital stock. Coin 
is based on the company's third- 
quarter biz, payable June 30 to 

stockholders of record June 16. 
Decca stock, incidentally, hit its 
lowest point in years last week 
when it dropped to $5.25 a share. 
; Capitol was being bid at 3's. 
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MUSICAL STYLE. 








Bop is a fop—commercially. The 
musical style developed by the jazz 
tooters in the wake of Dizzy Gil- 
lespie, one of its originators, is 
dying almost as fast as it began, ac- 
cording to maestros who employ it. 
agents who book it and recording 
which grabbed fast a 


its ex- 


companies 
few months ago 
ponents. 

There 


to corral 


opera- | 


band 
for 


was a time when 
agents were rooting mightily 
the stvle to spread in popularity, 
on the theory that it could light a 
spark among the of the 
dance band business. For a while, 


embers 


many maestros who wouldn't ordi- 
narily use the flatted-fifth groove 
were forced to spot such arrange- 
ments in their books to satisfy a 
growing number of adherents in 
ballrooms, ete., on the road 

But instead of increasing, the 
number of demands for bop are 
dropping. Plus which the recording 
companies that went into miking 
the new form of jazz in a big way 
are finding it hard to give the disks 
away. outside of a minority group 
of followers. 

College committees buying bands 
for proms, ete., won't have any part 
of bop. That's witnessed in fact by 
Fordham U.’s contract a few weeks 
ago with Hal McIntyre, who was 
offered a bonus sum, payable after 
the date, to refrain. And bookers 
Say every other college buyer is of 
the same mind. Since musical pop- 
ularity of a name band has for years 
been based on college opinion, bop 
is out before it got a b.o. foothold. 

Like pure, good jazz which, un- 
fortunately, always has been con- 
fined to a minority following, bop 
still has and probably will continue 
to have its own houses. Bop City, 


New York; Blue Note, Chicago: 
House of Jazz, Detroit, and a few 
others still profit by it, but the 


hope tor bop in a wider and more 
profitable groove al] around has 
waned. 


HAMPTON’S NEAR 356 
RECORD IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 7. 

Earle theatre b.o. took on a war- 
time look last week, with Lionel 
Hampton’s orchestra setting the 
coin mark the house has 
experienced in years, breaking an 
all-time Memorial Day figure. 
Hampton racked up a total of $34,- 
925 on the week. exclusive of tax, 
and his holiday weekend pull lured 
a few dellars short of $10,000, also 
without tax. 

Hampton worked with the film. 
“C-Man.” Booked on a guarantee 
of $8,500. with a split, he earned 
fairly close to $15,000 for his end 
of the week. Only thing that has 
come close in the years since the 
was was Jack Carson’s recent book- 
ing, with his radio broadcast cast. 
which grossed approximately 
$28,000. 








Kay Starr Spurns Law 
For Cash Settlement 


Hollywood. June 7. 
Kav Starr has dropped legal pro- 
ceedings against Gene Norman and 
Modern Records and the plattery 
will continue to market “Good for 


Nothing Joe” and “Ain't Mis- 
behavin’,.” sides over which she 
had threatened to sue She 
dropped her “cease - and - desist 
order after signing an agreement 
which gives her 2c-a-disk royalty 


on aii sales and a flat $750 advance 

Sides were recorded in 1947 
when she was working a Pasadena 
jazz concert promoted by Norman. 


She claimed. until the settlement 
that Modern had no authority to 
market the wax. 


Howard Sinnott, General Artists 
Corp. one-night booker. was in auto 
crackup last Friday in Elizabeth, 
N. J., but he was unhurt. 


D BIZ'S BRUSHOFF 





CRC Into 49c (Inc. 





Leeds Gets U.S. Rights 
To ‘Wedding of Lil 


Leeds Music has taken the U. S 


rights to “The Wedding of Lili 
Marlene,” currently a hit in Eng- 
land. Tune is by two English 
writers, Tommie Connor and John- 
ny Reine, and though the title 
seems a followup to the German 
“Lili Marlene,” appropriated by 


Allied troops during the war as a 
fave tune, it is not. 

Box & Cox publish the tune in 
England. 


LE Ae . — 


Publishers Give 
Diskers Dose 


Of Own Attitude 


Some of the major music pub- 
lishers are giving the recording 
companies a dose of their own 


attitude. In recent months, diskers 
have been deluged with new tunes 
from non-name writers, many of 
which they've accepted At the 
same time they've been making 
direct contact with established 
songwriters, looking over new 
songs that haven't been placed for 
publication. With all this going on, 
many pubs felt they weren't get- 
ting a straight deal with “plug” 
material. Diskers, it was felt, were 
too anxious for a “sleeper” tune 
that a rival label didn't have, to 
give legitimately published and 
promoted tunes much attention 
Now some of the pubs, taking a 
cue from the recorders, are tossing 


off the latter songs by the hand- 
fuls with the statement, “we have 
no No. 1 song as such, take your 
pick of these and if a recording of 
one shows sales life, we'll push 
with promotion.” This attitude, 


from several major pubs, including 
Santlv-Joy’ and Bourne, has riled 


the major diskers, particularly 
Columbia. And other publishers 
are watching the results. They, 


too, feel that aside from film and 
show scores the recording men are 
not interested in “‘plug’ songs as 
much as they were. And_ they 
might as well roll with that at- 
titude. 

Pubs say it’s too difficult to 
supply the demands of all diskers. 
One doesn’t want to look at a song 
for plattering until it’s on its way 
to being a hit; another wants fresh 
material rival labels haven't seen 
and another wants something else. 
Hence, the so-called “plug tune” 
gets short shrift. 





HO-HO-KUS, N. J., PLUGS 
SONG OF SAME NAME 


All 22 members of the Ho-ho-kus. 


N.J.. chamber of commerce have 
turned songpluggers. All mer- 
chants and businessmen of that 


town, the group is alternating con- 
sistently in placing calls to disk 
jockeys in northern N.J., and in 


N.Y.. to get the spinners to play 
the Andrews Sisters’ Decca rec- 
ording of “Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J.,” re- 
leased last week by Decca. 

Idea of plaguing disk jocks to 
spin the disk was the idea of the 
c. of c. members themselves, grow- 


ing out of a meeting they had with 
Arnoid Shaw, Leeds Music promo- 
tion head ‘Leeds owns the tune), 
and Art Grobart, Decca promotion 
director, over a tieup. In addition 
to seeking performances for the 
disk. all storeowner members of 
the chamber are giving full win- 
dow displays to the disk. Plus 
which they made Shaw and Gro- 
bart honorary citizens of the town 

C. of c¢. frowned on 
angle of the whole thing, i.e. spell- 
ing the name of the town minus 
hyphens. Decea and Leeds spell it 
on disks and copies without the 
hyphens. 


only one 


Tax) Disks Via 


AST FPP Harmony Label; Oberstein to Distrib 


¢ In 


an unprecedented move, Co- 
lumbia Reeords last week complet- 
ed a deal via which it will issue a 
Harmony label to sell at 49c., in- 
cluding tax, and allow an outside 
organization to distribute the disks 
Eli QOberstein, former head of 
RCA-Victor’s artists and repertoire 
division, and since last July head 
of his own Varsity label outfit, the 


first low-price record to hit the 
market since before the’ war, 
will distribute the Harmony plat- 
ters through his firm. Originally 
the new disks were to be called 
Okeh. 

Columbia's president, Ted Wal- 
lerstein, and Oberstein worked out 
the deal over the past couple 
weeks. It is reported Oberstein ex- 
pects to reduce the price of his 


own Varsity sides to retail at 35c., 
including tax. In both instances 
he'll be underselling rivals. Decca’s 
new Vocalion sides sell at 49c. plus 
tax ‘52e.), and the low-priced Spot 
light and Hi-Tone disks, latter put 
out by Signature, sell at 35c. plus 
tax. 

In handling the Harmony sides 
Oberstein will have call on catalog 
material that once was released on 
the Okeh and Columbia labels 
when the former retailed at 35c 
and the latter at 50c. The most 
prominent feature of the revival 
venture, however, will be a line 
of current pops performed by new 
artists. 

Oberstein has owned the Varsity 
and Roval labels since the late 
‘30s, but they didn’t work out. Sub- 
sequently he started the Hit label, 
which evolved into the Majestic 
name when Majestic Radio and 
Television bought the firm for 
$500,000. Majestic last year was 
sold to the present Mercury label. 

Initial release on the Harmony 
sides will include a long list of 
standard names culled from CRC’s 
catalog, plus pops by new artists 
not vet designated. Names whose 
material have been pulled from 
the shelves for the first issue of 
the new disks include Bing Crosby, 
Russ Morgan, Johnny Mercer, 
Wayne King, Phil Harris, Artie 
Shaw, Benny Goodman, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Freddy Martin, Sammy 
Kaye. Mills Bros., Claude Thorn- 
hill, Al Jolson, Horace Heidt and 
several others. 


Les Brown Cancels 
Money Date to Play 
Home Town Benefit 


Les Brown last week cancelled a 
lucrative one-nighter at Ches-A- 
Rena. Cheswick, Pa., the night of 
Aug. 1 to be able to take his band 
to his home town and do a benefit. 
Brown's home ‘s at Lykens, Pa., 
and the benefit will consist of a 
music concert by the band, to be 
followed by a ball game between 
the home town team and the 
mrestro’s musicians, who comprise 
a regular team which plays with 
rival bands and clubs outside the 
music biz. 

Coin realized from the affair will 
go to pay off the last note due on 
a $20,000 lighting system with 
which the park they will play at is 
equipped. Brown helped make the 
down payment on the tights with 
a similar benefit a couple of years 
ago. 

Leader's father is a music teach- 
er in the Lykens high school. 


18-Piece Jump Band, 
Jazz Unit for Shaw 


When Artie Shaw starts out on 
a concert tour in September with 
a band composed of 43 musicians, 
the group will carry within it an 
18-piece jump band and the lead- 
er’s Gramerey Five, jazz combo. 
It's anticipated by his friends that 
the inélusion of the 18-piece idea 
might indicate Shaw's’ eventual 
willingness to return to the pop 
band field. though his course dur- 
ing recent vears would belie this. 

Big band. which will play the 
music of US. composers only, will 
be called “American Symphony.” 
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from Bashful Bend” —"Senora” 
(Columbia). Two good sides. Mod- 
ernaires work the “Blonde” tune, 
the film, in commercial 
But it’s the #Senora” side 
that really clicks. A good tune, 
it's tailored to excellent back- 
ground and beat, and the group 
semi-novelty through 
hard and high. It could hit. 

Fran Warren “You. Can Have 
Him” —“Homework” (Victor). Miss 
Warren does a better singing job 
on these tunes, from Irving Ber- 
lin's “Miss Liberty score. Her 
best is the first, but its a better 
tune as: a duet, as Columbia’s 
Dinah Shore and Doris Day use it. 
“Homework” is a fine bit of writ- 
ing, melodically and lyrically. it 
could be big and Miss Warren does 
it very well. 

Lawrence Welk “Weddin’ Day” 
—“Don’t Dilly Dally” (Mercury) 
Welk’s orchestra gives “Weddin’ 
Day” a very simple twist and it’s 
become a swell commercial! item 
for jocks and jukes. Bob Cromer 
handles the vocal in b.o. fashion 
at a medium beat. Tune is a solid 
possibility. “Dilly Dally is a 
colorfully played, hillbillvish melo- 
dav that forms good backing and 
good jock pacing. Cromer and a 
group vocal. 

Alvino Rey “Cheek to Cheek’ — 
“Strumming On the Old Banjo” 
(Capitol). Rey blasted out one of 
the best instrumentals since Les 
Brown's “I’ve Got My Love” in 
the “Cheek” side. At a_ bright 
dance beat, it’s good stuff that 
could wear a hit path. Reverse is 
tasseled corn. good pacing for the 
drive of the first. Rey’s guitar is 
tastefully prominent on the first. 
Blue Rey’s vocal Banjo.” 

Art Mooney “Twenty-Four 
Hours of Sunshine’’—‘In a Shady 
Nook By a Babbling Brook” ‘M-G- 
M). Mooney is dealing “banjo” 
sides in pairs, hoping to hit with 
another ‘Four-Leaf.” Anything 
could happen with these’ two. 
Both are lively, colorful items that 
use the entire band and vocal staff 
fo pump the vocal. “‘Hours” is 
superior, but it’s anybody’s guess. 

Herb Jeffries “Four Winds and 
Seven Seas’—‘‘Never Be It Said” 
(Columbia.) Columbia’s version of 
“Four Winds,” a hot hit prospect, 
is fair. 


from 
fashion. 


pours the 


echo technique is sloppy and too 
abrupt, and the string background 
often interferes. Jeffries’ sharp 
tonsils slide smoothly over the flip- 
over, a curious and effective tune. 
It’s from the film, “The Cham- 
pion.” Hugo Winterhalter supplies 
smart assistance. 

Freddy Martin ‘Weddin’ Day’ — 
“It Happens Every Spring (Victor). 
Martin’s work on “Day” is good. 
Slightly faster than Welk’s 
(Mercury), it’s about on a par with 
that. Vocal by a soloist and group 
is snappy. A good jock and juke 
side. Martin’s approach to “Tt 
Happens Every Spring,” from the 
film by the same title, is fair. 
Margaret Whiting (Capitol) has the 
best disk. 

Bob Crosby - Marion Morgan 
“Maybe It’s Because’ —"“Be My Lit- 
tle Baby Bumble Bee” (Columbia). 
A new combination of voices from 
Columbia. And a good one. Cros- 
by and Miss Morgan work a smooth 
lyrical story on “Maybe It’s Be- 
cause,” a good new tune and a good 
side. Cut at an easy speed, it’s 
attractively supported by Jerry 
Gray's band. Backing is a cute 
novelty playable on any sort of 
disk show. 

Rosalie Allen-Elton Britt “Swiss 
Lullaby” — “Tennessee Yodel 
Polka” (Victor). RCA is even 
dueting its hillbilly artists. These 
two sides by Miss Allen and Britt 
are nicely turned items. ‘‘Lul- 
laby.” a solid tune of its type, is 
colorfully tinted with yodelling 
vocals, and the instrumental ac- 
companiment bobs with rhythm. 

Tennessee.” cut in high gear, is 
equally good and sells. 

Jack Fina “Twilight’—‘Lora- 
Belle-Lee” (M-G-M). Fina got hold 
of an excellent new tune in “Twi- 
light.” A “Caravanish” type thing, 
the melody is extremely attractive 
and the lyric fits the mood. It has 
@ solid chance. Fina’s pianistics 
and strings do a smart job, with a 
vocal by Bob Darnell. Backing 
has a good chance on its own. A 
deliberately corned version of the 
Standard, the side rides smoothly 
and appealing at a medium tempo 
With a beer-garden piano by Fina. 
Darnell vocals nicely. 


Platter Pointers 


. Stan Kenton captured most of 
South America’s frantic leanings in| 


is “Ecuador” and “Journey to 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


Modernaires “Beautiful Blonde! Brazil” (Capitol) 


Jeffries turns out a good | 
vocal, but the application of the 








Dick Jurgens’ 
fine band shows its extreme flex- 
ibility on “Hollywood Square 
Dance,” a worthwhile disk (Colum- 
bia)...“‘You Can't Expect Kisses 
From Me” is unexpected corn from 
a guy such as Les Paul (Capitol): 


it’s good.. Ziggy Talent's first 
solo sides (Victor) include a neat 
novelty, “It Looked So Good In 
De Window” Joe Costa shows a 
warm vocal style on “Sault St. 
Marie” (M-G-M) Best version of 
“Row, Row, Row’. since Mitchell 


Ayres’ prewar Bluebird is by Fred- 
dy Miller (Hi - Tone) Supreme 
Records turned out an unusually 
fine recording job on “My Lover,” 
a smooth melody vocalled by Dick 
Pierce and “Immediately If Not 
Sooner,” a fair tune “First Love” 
seems a likely melody as cut by 
Harry Prime with Leon Merian’s 
orchestra (King) Cab Calloway, 
now on Hi-Tone. has a worthy ver- 
sion of “Hucklebuck” riding 
Mercury cut Cliff Edwards’ stand- 
ard performance of ‘Singing in the 
Rain,”’ a nostalgie job Decca re- 
issued lnk Spots’ “I Don’t Want to 
Set the World on Fire” and 
“Someone’s Rocking My Dream 
Boat” Ivory Joe Hunter’s “‘That’s 
the Gal for Me” and “Waiting in 
Vain” are both fine faces ‘King) 
Crazy novelty, but packed with gig- 
gles, is Slim Gaillard’s “Serenade 
to a Poodle” Another good nov- 
elty is Fontane Sisters’ “I'm a Lit- 
tle Cuckoo” (Victor) A real corn 
version of “There's Yes Yes in 
Your Eyes” is by Larry Green 
(Victor), a saleable side. 

Standout western, hillbilly, 
polka, race, jazz; Eddy Arnold, 
“Show Me the Way Back to Your 
Heart” (Victor); “I Wish I Had a 
Nickell,” Red Foley ‘(Decea) 
“Cole Slaw.’ Jesse Stone Orches- 
tra (Victor); “Good Time Charlie 
Polka.” “Whoopee” John Wilfahrt 
(Decca); “Who Puts the Cat Out 
When Papa’s Out of Town.’ Sam 
Nichols (M-G-M): “Sugarfoot 
Boogie,’ Eddie Crosby (Decca): 
“Package of Lies Tied in Blue.” 
Cowboy Copas ‘King): “Love Is 
Beautiful Thing.” David Middle- 
ton (Capitol); “Keep Walkin” and 
“Pray, Pray, Pray.’ Ernie Lee 
(Victor); “Please Don't Let Me 
Love You,” Jimmy Work (Decca): 
Tne Morning After,” 
Long” (Victor?. 





Jock Ross Settles 
WMAQ Pay Snarl 


Chicago, June 7. 

Disk jockey Norman Ross’ tangle 
with WMAQ over salary demands 
has ended with the Chi station of- 
fering Ross a 30-minute additional 
time slot, Monday through Friday, 
at 11:15 a.m. Record show starts 
June 13 on a sustainer basis, with 


|extra money for Ross in the deal. 


Shorty | 
"1920s. 


Ross tendered his resignation after 
a pay increase was vetoed by sta- 
tion. Disker pointed to a 65,000- 
mail pull in two weeks after he 
asked listeners to send in program 
suggestions to his a.m. “400” hour. 

Ross threatened to pull out of 
WMAQ permanently and concen- 


trate on his project of building a 
chain of collegiate record shops. 


Hasty conferences with WMAQ ex- 
ecs resulted in the additional time 
being offered. with a substantial 
pay boost attached. 


DREYER ARRANGING 
EXPANSION WITH BMI 


Dave Drever is working out an 
arrangement with Broadcast Music 
for an expanded publishing firm 
allied with the radio-financed per- 
formance rights. organization. 
Though BMI has been inclined to- 





ward making new publisher-affili- 
ate deals only on an exclusive 
basis (‘so many BMI pubs also 
operate firms aligned with the. 
American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers), Dreyer 
apparently is going to maintain 


his ASCAP houses 

At the moment, Drever operates 
the. Dreyer and Biltmore firms, 
both ASCAP. and Jaydee, the BMI 
company. The expansion program 
will in all probability be based on 
the latter. Maestro Frankie Carle 
is a partner with Dreyer in all 
ventures. 





VINCENT LOPEZ BIOG 
Baltimore, June 7. 
Mike Porter, longtime Hearst- 
with “ WMCP-FM 


man, and now 
here, is pretty well along on his 
biog of Vincent Lopez, the vet 


bandleader currently at the Hotel 
part, N.Y. 
It’s a jazz saga dating from the 
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Brit-US. Decca Tie Cut to 1-Way Deal: 
London to Record Here, Distrib FFRR 
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Tin Pan Alley Tie-In 
| With Merchants Parley 


Tiff came two weeks ago when) 


Tieing in with National Assn. 
of Musie Merchants’ convention to 
be held in New York the week of 


July 25, plans are underway for 
the N. Y. city council to rename 
the Broadway block between 49th 


and 50th street “Tin Pan Alley” 
for the duration of the conclave. 
A resolution to that effect is slated 
to be introduced at the next coun- 
cil meeting by Joseph T. Sharkey 
vice-chairman of the body. 

Proposed resolution, which would 
also honor New York as. the 
world’s most important musie pub- 
lishing center, was discussed by 
publisher Jack Mills and Sharkey 
last week on WOR-Mutual’s 
‘Luncheon at Sardi’s” airer. The 
NAMM’s 47th annual trade show, 
incidentally, will bring an esti- 
mated 15.000 musie dealers and 
guests to the city for the July meet- 
ing. It’s to convene at the Hotel 
New Yorker and the adjeining 
Manhattan Center. 


BOB CHESTER RETURNS 
TO LEADING A BAND 


Bob Chester 
stro June 24 


resumes as a mae- 
after a long run 
a disk jockey in Detroit, his home 
town. Chester is opening at the 
Arcadia Ballroom, N. Y., for an 
indefinite period with a 14-piece 
band. It's now being organized 
and will go into rehearsal soon. 
Chester. a sax player, formed his 


as 


first band in 1939, breaking up a 
vear or so ago. Joe Gleser’s Asso 
ciated Booking Corp. is handling 


him. 


Disk Jock Gets Doctorate 
San Antonio, June 7 
An honorary degree of Doctor of 
Music has been conferred’ by 
Trinity U. here® on Max Reiter. 
conductor of the San Antonio 
symphony and classical disk jockey 
featured here over WOAIT. 


Week of June 4 
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strong ties between 
and British Decea 
reduced to one-way 
traffic of the former's disks into 
England. As the result of a deal 
between the two companies, Lon- 
don Records, British Decea’s U. S. 
subsidiary, will henceforth record 


The once 
U. S. Decca 
have been 


own records 
FFRR (full 
recording) classical 
series, which U. S 
tributed in this country 


and its 
the 


range 


press over 


here, and fre- 
quency 
Decea_ dis- 


for British 


Decea, will be distributed by Lon- 
don 

Out of this deal, which is await- 
ing the okay of the Bank of Eng- 
land, U. S.. Decca is guaranteed 
greater circulation of its U. S. 
artists in England and the terri- 
tories serviced by British Decca. 
That the latter firm will extend 
itself in this direction is evident 
in its guarantee to U. S. Decea of 


at least $225,000 a year from sales 


of U. S. artists abroad. This coin 
is to be paid in dollars and is the 
reason. presumably, that the Bank 


of England is in the picture. 

U. S. Decea, it’s said, has never 
that much coin out of the 
sale of its artists in England, South 
Africa, ete On the other hand, 
London Records figures it can con- 
siderably increase the sale of FFR 
material l S. Decea averaged, 
it’s claimed, less than 350,000 disks 
a vear in the U. S., which is even 
more than many U. S. record peo- 
ple suspected were being sold 


drawn 


By recording and pressing its 
own sides in the U. S. London fig- 
ures to increase its margin of 


Though it is much 
more expensive to do that in the 
U. § due to higher musician 
scales and higher manufacturing 
costs, London will not have to pay 
freight costs from England here, 
plus import duty to the U. S. Gov- 
ernment 

The 
sides 


profit per disk 


arrangement makes both 
happs Decca has never 
been satisfied with the effort Brit- 
ish Decca was making abroad to 
sell U. S. artists’ disks, and Eng- 
lish Decca has for some time been 
unhappy about Decca’s efforts in 
behalf of FFRR. Deal presumably 
is the result of the trip to London 
several months ago by Milton 
Rackmil, Decea president. 


Another 2 Years To 
Dancerize Gay Blades 


will také another 
work before the Gay Blades, 
huge New York ice-skating rink, 
will be made over into perhaps the 
largest dance spot in the east. It 
will have a capacity of 6,000 peo- 
ple. not quite matching the Pal- 
ladium Ballroom, Hollywood, or 
the Trianon in Chicago. 

Owned by the Roseland Ball- 
room, N. Y.. which is tied up with 
the owners of the Coast’s Pal- 
ladium, the Gay Blades will eon- 
tinue as a skating rink until short- 
ly before time to make the final 
changes into a ballroom. Mean- 
While, all the other refurbishing 
requirements are being completed. 
Final cost of the changeover will 
be approximately $700,000. 


It two vears 





Disk Jockey Review 








DICK NESBITT, DAVE UPSON 
90 Mins., 8 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
Participating 

WERC, Cincinnati 

Seasoned gabbers and Cinev’s 
only teamed platter poppers, Dick 
Nesbitt and Dave Upson dish out 
corn that is sugary for early-day 
consumption. 

Self-ribbing and gags about fel- 
low stafiers and talent on other 
stations give tang to the flavoring. 
‘lo spur laughs the jocks gag on 
each other’s nifties in fetching 
fashion. On stanza caught, the 
only label credit and straight out 
plug was for Barbara Cameron, 
pop local warbler, on her latest 
“Feeling Zero” waxing for King 
Records. 

Boys use “Sunny Side of the 
Street” for a themer. They're 
spotted opposite WCPO’s Malcolm 
Richards and Art Jarrett for most 
of the route. 

Upson contributes a voeal daily 
in fairish voice to his own guitar 
strumming. 

It all adds up to worthwhile par- 
‘ticipating program fare. Koll 
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ASCAP Renews D. of J. Discussions 
On Method of Classifying Writers 


Conferences between the Ameri-#*— 


ean Society of Composers, Au:}NAB on a proposed deal. Particu- | 
thors and Publishers with the De-}Jarly ae he A ——. com- 

. Te : ‘autel mittee couldn’t reach a conclusion | 
partment of vista over a revision Sith ASCAP abd dropped the ne- 
of the Society's method of classi- gotiations, after which ASCAP 
fying songwriters, have temporar!- took up with the individual nets. 
ly taken precedence in Society Explanation for the report to 
matters. Television discussions the NAB is that the nets have 
with representatives of video net-| a)-eady been accused by indie and 
works have been shoved into the | amijiated stations of making deals 








background because the net reps | which ultimately involve the in- 
y ad fp 1a ‘Ac 7 »1T" . . . 

have relayed the results of - dies in some way, without first 

talks to the National Assn. 0 consulting the indies themselves. 


Broadcasters. 
ASCAP reps were 
ton. D. C., Monday (6), again in 
huddles with DJ men. It’s claimed 
that “progress” is being made with 
the Government men regarding the 
writer ratings, which is a prelude 
to the general revision of the So- 
ciety’s consent decree. Importance 





in Washing- 


506 Contract Breach 
Vs. Marks Music 


A claimed failure of Marks Mu- 
sic to go through with a deal 
whereby it was to publish some 19 


of the writer angle of the decree grand operas has resulted in a 
was brought into focus by the com- $50.000 breach-of-contract action 
plaints of a group of the Society's | gjeq against the firm in N. Y. 
younger tunemakers, who have for supreme court by Alfred J. Maple- 
years been objecting vehemently gon and Richard Hirsch. They 
to the long-used current system un- ¢harge that three of the works 


der which ASCAP revenue is dis- 
tributed among top and _ lower- 
rated songwriters. 

Plan being shown to the DJ reps 
is said to call for a 20-20-60 split— 
20° of the writer half of revenue 
to be distributed on the basis of 
performances, 20° on the basis of 
seniority, which itself is based on 
performances over a given num- 
ber of past years, and the remain- 
ing 60% presumably on the “char- 


were delivered but the scores were 
not published. 

Suit was disclosed Friday (3 
when the plaintiffs sought to ex- 
amine Herbert Marks, head ot the 
publishing firm, and another em- 
ployee before trial. 





Va. Beach Plagued 
By Bad Weather 


Virginia Beach, June 7. 


acter, natu_e, vogue and prestige”’ ee “geste 
measurement method included in Phis resort's name band Spore, 
the current system of rating, the Surf Club and the Cavalier 
That’s akin, but not comparable, | Beach Club, have had exactly three 
to the publisher method of classi- full days of clear weather — 
fication, which splits up under 55° the Beach Club opened May 13 


and the Surf two weeks later. Both 
spots have open-air dancing pavil- 
ions, and they’ve lost a wad since 


for performances, 15° for seniori- 
ty and 30% availability. 


As for the _ television § angle, 
there have been many questions the start of the season. 
asked in the past week or two as Cavalier can move’ bands and 
to why the network reps that have patrons indoors when weather is 


bad to a comfortable-sized 
but the Surf isn’t so lucky. 


been meeting with ASCAP as in- room, 


dividuals want to report to the 


RH Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development tn logging broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 


They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, | 


2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 

commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 riajor territories, New 

York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 

three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 

of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 
Week of May 27 to June 2 


Sorgs Publishers 


A Schenrer Int Diy Life Cabed) Mary iii ck cc ck oie es i083 Shapiro-B 
Again—T"Road House” .... 2. cco. eee ee ..... Robbins 
Always True to You In My Fashion—*‘‘Kiss Me Kate”..... T. B. Harms 
A Wonderful Guy—*"South Pacific” . ............ceeee. Williamson 
“A”—You're Adorable ee ee MR ne a Rar Laurel 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside—*‘‘Neptune’s Daughter”......... Morris 
Seat TA OM PROINO ok cio rence bos caces ee ee oO OES Williamson 
CRE. a eae 8s Sack. signs RBace herr F Saceractckcude oi eyes Duchess 
SE PR cobs Fh ae b Adare SO RROA a Fae eOEDY Hill & Range 
ie ererirere srt on eee ae eee eer hr or Melrose 
CON Ce Ee CCR ui ccs sdb abba aves Pe\ oa dbs Leeds 
CIs SP EROURRIVET og cocina ed dee ee bad eee s bo eewns we Spitzer 
OE Ee PR EN ys 3.5 6 4k oo hae: bd we ORO STHCONS HERE Santly 
CI MID 5.6 ha os ccd 5 Ka eRE YES ODT Ree eR DEES Lombardo | 
Rive POGt 2WO, BVOS OF BMG. «okie corse mesessiesicveeews sce Feist 
Forever and Ever J 5 AON et CR Ot Fee Robbins 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—*‘Sorrowful Jones” ......... Paramount 
Hurry Hurry Hurry Pe a kk’ b, Seabee Dreyer 
I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore.................005. Laurel 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World........ BMI 
Kiss Me Sweet ....... nes Bao cy Sie Advanced 
My One & Only Highland Fling—**Barkleys of Broadway H. Warren 
Portrait of Jennie....... Pe ee Chappell 
Riders in the Sky....... ee eee ota. errs 
So In Love—* “Kiss Me Kate”.............. .... B. Harms 
Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific” Williamson 
The Beautiful Blonde From Bashtul Bend—?;“Beautiful Blonde”... Miller 
The Heart of Loch Lomond .......... Crawford 
I IS oon. ds BN oe aR AAD REDS Herbert 
po a en eres are Famous 


The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 
in logging broadcast performances. 
Are You Kissing Someone Else? Cavalier 





ee Pr Rasa: 06 RIS ok DRED AGA DAE S.0.b.05.0100 United 
How It Lies.... bf Hbe Fade os Teles eaten dawemats Morris 
ie a ae re Witmark 
pe Be ee ee Berlin 
It’s Summertime Again ily Mike ieee a es pale ek wo bd Republic 
Maybe It’s Because—***Along Fifth Avenue” ............... BVC 
Oice and For Always—*"“Connecticut Yankee”........... Melrose 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine...................... Lombardo 
ue Des GP LOY. kw kicks a had debs we bes ceeds Bourne 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady a3 eee ee Mills 
Someone Like You—**My Dream Is Yours” Harms 
Be | ae ee ae ree Warren Pub. 
Sunflower Paramount 


The Right Girl For Me-—*“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” 
Underneath the Linden Tree GAT pear aes 
While the Angelus Was Ringing . pans 

Why Can't You Behave—*"Kiss Me Kate” 
You Broke Your Promise 
You Can’t Buy Happiness 


.. Robbins 
LaSalle 
Melody Lane 
T. B. Harms 
Pic 
Bloom 





+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending May 21) 
London, May 31. 


Lavender Blue........... Sun 
12th Street Rag Chappell 
Red Roses, Blue Lady. Wright 
Faraway Places Leeds 
Wedding Lilli Marlene. .B&C 
Powder Your Face. .Chappell 
In a Shady Nook....Keith P 
On the 5:45 Strauss 
Put ’em in a Box....Connelly 


Put Shoes on Lucy.......Gay 
Cuckoo Waltz........ Keith P 
Strawberry Moon . Yale 
Second 12 
It's Magic Connelly 
Buy Killarney P. Maurice 
Candy Kisses Chappell 
Behind the Clouds Feldman 
You’re Adorable Connelly 
Forever and Ever F.D.&H. 


Happened in Adano.. Maurice 


Clopin Clopant Imperial 
My Mother’s Day Reid 
Heart Loch Lomond Unit 
Dreams Come True Wright 
Brush Those Tears ..... Leeds 








Bloom's Steam-Up 
On Take It Easy 


Ben Bloom, publisher of “Take 
It Arthur,” 
Gladys Shelley and Marvin Kahn, 
is steaming up some extra excite- 
|ment,~aided by the songsmiths, on 
|} the sundry disk jockey shows. All 
are collaborating with WINS’ Jack 
Eigen who had been plugging the 
tune via a Regent recording by 
Johnny Dee’s band, until it was 
suddenly cut off in the middle of 
Randie Richards’ vocal chorus be- 
cause the station felt the wordage 
censorable. Miss Richards sings 
regularly with Dee’s band at Pali- 
sades Amusement Park, New Jer- 
sey, which incidentally is owned by 
the Rosenthal Bros., one of whom 


Easy, novelty song by 


(Irving) is married to Miss Shelley.’ 


Eigen has been playing straight 
for Bloom by making this an issue 
of station censorship beyond the 
call of normal procedure. The idga 
| was to cause an avalanche of pro- 
test mail so as to cause the Crosley 
station, a New York indie, which 
carries Eigen’s disk jockey show 
from the Copacabana nitery, to do 
a turnabout. As a result, Eldon 
Park, Crosley v.p. and 
manager of WINS, lifted the ban 
| Monday (6) on the premise that 





|ately begin an upward climb, with 
'the warm months only beginning 


{— 


general | 


_Eigen’s show is designed for an 


| adult audience. 

Mean time other indie stations 
| are soliciting a postcard campaign 
| to WINS, stressing other risque or 
|saucy lyrics which the networks 


have ckayed through the years. | 
Bloom, a veteran of Tin Pan Alley, | 


has provided them with ammuni- 
tion from past and current ditties, 
citing tunes like “Let’s Do It,” 
“Body and Soul,” “Bess, You Is My 
Woman,” “He May Be Your Man 
But He Comes to See Me Some- 
time,” “A Good Man Is Hard to 
Find,” “You Do Something to Me,” 
“Lady Is a Tramp,” “I Want What 
I ‘Want When I Want It,” “Love 
for Sale,” “I’m a Big Girl Now,” “I 
Wanna Get Married,” “Open the 
Door Polka.” “True to You in 


My Fashion,” “She Lost It At the, 


Astor,” “Baby, It’s Cold Outside,” 
“Honey Bun,” “There's Nothing 
Lite a Dame,” “Ooh, Doctor 


Kinsey,” plus any number of Har- 
lem ditties such as ‘Straighten 
Up and Fiy*Right.” And if it’s a 
matter of “interpretation,” Bloom 
cites Bonnie Baker's version of 
“Oh Johnny.” 
“Take It Easy, Arthur” 
alleged boudoir interpretation 
given it by Miss Richards. 





Major Pubs Chase 
Down Richmond Tune 


It’s been a long time since a 
small recording firm launched a 


song which sent major publishers 
in pursuit of the copyright. Allen 
Rec6érds, a Richmond, Va., com- 
pany, had several major pubs hot 
after a tune titled, “I Challenge 
Your Kiss,” as disked by the Four 
Jacks. It was causing a commotion 
in the company’s area. 

Leeds finally bought the tune 
and allocated it to its Duchess Mu- 
sic firm, a Broadcast Music at- 
filiate. Stephen Paul and Leon 
Gary wrote the song, and the lat- 
ter was publishing. 





to-dawn disk jockey on KONO, San 
Antonio, now on a 24-hour sched- 
ule. Petrich comes here from Fort 
Worth Radio. 


Disk Sales Slump Seen Levelling 
Off; Several Indies in Trouble 


|to set in, but but the indicatiog 
‘they get from sales charts is that 
the consistent tobogganing of the 
past three months or more has 
slowed almost to a halt. 


Coincidentally, disk men finally 
admit openly just héw low the sale 
graph has dropped. It’s no secret 
that several of the more accredited 
independent’ firms are in dire 
financial straits. One of the best 
of the indie group has experienced 
red ink in its operations during 
both April and May for the first 
time in its comparatively brief his- 
tory. This company, as well as all 
others, putting into effect cost-say. 
ing measures. 

Some of the major firms, mean- 
| While, are having trouble with djs- 
tributors. Columbia, for example, 
has taken over operation of several 
of its distrib points. Majority of 
Columbia’s outlets in key cities 
handle all sorts of electric appli- 
ance lines, and when the disk field 
went sour they naturally concen- 
trated more on the appliances, to 
the further detriment of disk sales. 
And Columbia wound up taking 
over. 

The feeling that disk sales figure 
to start moving upward is based 
upon prewar seasonal graphs. Be- 
fore the big boom, record buyers 
always went into hiding in the 
early spring and didn’t come out 
until mid-August. It’s a long way 
from now until then. And prewar 
buyers were not in such a state of 
confusion as they have been over 
the Columbia Microgroove 3314 
rpm and Victor’s 45 rpm platters, 
aligned against the standard 78 
rpm platters. And television was 
not a spectre then either. 


Recording company executives 
are generally of the opinion that 
the sales slump in the disk field 
has, within the past two weeks, 
levelled off. They're not saying, 
that they expect biz will immedi- 


ED Se — — 


Upbeat 
New York 


Ben Selvin, Columbia Records’ 
Hollywood head, back in N. Y. for 
wedding of his son; second trip east 
in three weeks Percy Faith 
completed first recordings for Vic- 
tor with orchestra of 40 men 
Jack Ellis joined WCFC, Beckley, 
West Va., as disk jockey Guy 
Lombardo broke house record of 
Mancuso theatre, Batavia, N. Y., 
Friday (3), grossing $4,700 for day, 
to erase mark set by Tommy Dor- 
sey; Lombardo also was hot at 
Castle Farm, Cincinnati, May 28, 
grossing $4,400 to top Woody Her- 
man’s previous $3,900 Criterion 
Music took publication of “In the 
Land of Oo-Bla-Dee” from Mary 
Lou Williams and Milt Orent 
Ranny Weeks snared WCOP, Bos- 
ton, disk show, Howard Malcolm 
now doing two shows daily 
Dick Merrick and Cathy Allen re- 
cording for Admiral Records 
Dave Bernie took over exploitation 
of Jimmy McHugh’s standard tunes 
in Hollywood Buddy Stewart's 
two-year old youngster swallowed 
20 aspirin tablets last week and 
for a while was in serious condi- 
tion, but now recovering Babe 
Fresk, Tommy Dorsey saxist, re- 

(Cuntinued on page 51) 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin Waaort (400: 82)......4.....i00c0. 9 2.350 23,600 
Nat Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)...... 6 700 5,825 
Lawrence Welk toosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 11 1,000 12,475 
Dick Jurgens Statler (450; $1.50-$2)....... ‘ = 1,075 2.325 
‘ y 4 3,550 7,250 


Carmen Cavallaro Astor (850; $1.50-$2) 


* New Yorker, ice revue. 
Chicago 
Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 
Excellent 2,000 covers. 
Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Boff 3.800 


‘covers for Lena Horne-LaSalle. 


Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Convention trade; soaring to hefty 4,300 tabs. 

Buddy Moreno (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). 
weather and conventions hiking final stanza to sweet 3,500. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman. 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Sock biz 
continues with “Salute to Rodgers and Hammerstein”; 4,000 covers. 

Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Good 


_DeMarcos and Straeter garnering neat 3,000 covers. 


WINS’ objection to | 
was the, 


| 


Los Angeles 
Jack Fina (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Ben Gage, Ruiz and God- 
frey, Annette Warren, Stuart Wade, Tune Tailors. Second week okay 
3,100 covers. 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900: $1-$1.50). . Good 2,300 covers. 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills. 300: $4 min.). Poor 750 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Tommy Carlyn $1-$1.15 adm.). First week seems fine; 
12,000 admissions. 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Tony Martin off at 2,500 tabs. 

Larry Green (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Initial stanza fairish 10,000. 


Bobby Peters (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.), Light 1,500 customers. 


(Trianon. 


Final week of 


(Los Angeles) 
Russ Morgan (Palladium B., Hollywood, 1st wk.). 
missions. , 


inside Orchestras-Music 


There was quite a bit of doubt in New York music circles last week 
over whether Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris voluntarily put-the squeeze on 
RCA-Victor and retused a license to market Spike Jones’ recording 
of “Riders In the Sky,” or whether Victor put him up to make the move. 

Victor wasn't too happy about Jones’ platter since it could have 
interfered with ¢he sale of Vaughn Monroe's recording, already a hit. 
Plus which Monroe himself was unhappy about Jones’ disking. (Jones 
contract with Victor allows him to record anything he wants.) Morris 
himselt heard the Jones record on a Hollywood disk jockey show and. 
without help, blew a gaskei. He put the quietus on Jones and Victor 
without urging. 


Okay 9,000 ad- 





Current interest in the square dance craze prompted Jack Mills, pre? 
of Mills Music, to assign stafY writers Sid Teppor and Roy Brodsky ” 
a series of contemporary square dance tunes to be handled in collab- 
oration with Ed Durlacher, head of the Long Island Square Dance 
Callers Assn. Organization’s chief will write the calls while the sons 


| smiths will create the music, catchlines and verse. 
Lee Petrich is the new midnight- | : 





Hassle over record-cutting costs, and not, as reported, 
ments, was the basis of the original suit filed by France 
against Mercufy. Suit was settled on the basis of diskery puttin 


royalty pay- 
s Langford 
g out 


j album of singer's etchings. 
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THE SPOTLIGHT IS ON AMERICA’S NEXT BIG BALLAD HIT! 


wy MACK GORDON . ....,, JOSEF MYROW 


Featured in 20th Century-Fox's Technicolor Musical “THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE FROM BASHFUL BEND“ 


——— 
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a -'ry time you 
475 
325 
250 
thrill me You thrill me for the first time The mo-ment is grand and the 
er). 
, ; on ee ee = 
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ar) ed | } | | | (opt.) 
- feel-ing is so brand new. Ww Sv-'ry time you leave me Wont you 
biz 
r). 
take this thought a + long with y ve fall- en in love for the 
vd- 
ay 
1] aie We Wa Ilo 
first and the last time too. too. 
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. THESE GREAT 
RECORDINGS 


— “ — GLORIA CARROLL ..Dance-Tone 
| BUDDY CLARK ..........Columbia 
PERRY COMO ........RCA Victor 
} DICK HAYMES ................Decca 
ART LUND .......cccc.:....M-G-M 
: a MARGARET WHITING ....Capito! 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) ***++++* | 


Compiled for 


VARIETY | 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety 


inc. 


All Rights Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1911—Continued 


They Always Pick on Me. w.,|! 
Stanley Murphy. m., Harry Von 
Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music 
Pub. Co., cop. 1911. 

Till the Sands of the Desert 
Grow Cold. w., George Graff, Jr., 
m., Ernest R. Ball. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1911. 


To the Land of My Own Ro- 


mance (The Enchantress). W., 
Harry B. Smith. m., Victor Her- 
bert. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1911. 


Tres Moutarde—Too Much Mus- 
tard. One step. m., Cecil Macklin. 
London: Cary & Co., cop. 1911. 

A Wee Deoch-an-doris. w., m., 
Gerald Grafton and Harry Lauder. 


T. B. Harms & Francis, Day & 
Hunter, cop. 1911 by B. Felaman; 
cop. 1911 by T. B. Harms & Fran- 
cis, Day & Hunter. 

When I Was Twenty-one and 
You Were Sweet Sixteen. w., Harry 
H. Williams. m., Egbert Van Al- 
sivne. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
Cc 1911. 

wien You’re Away. w., A. Sey- 
mour Brown and Joe Young. m., 
Bert Grant. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1911. 

Woodman, Woodman, Spare That 
Tree! w., m., Irving Berlin. Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 1911 
by Ted Snyder Co. 

Every piano in the U. S. was 
thumping out ragtime, and the 
music publishing business was a 
gold mine, especially after the 
dime stores put the publishers’ 


wares on their counters. 

From ragtime came a great batch 
of new dance steps. Most popular 
was the turkey trot (which actually 
had originated in Denver vaude- 
ville circles in 1883). Variations on 
the turkey trot included the crab 
step, kangaroo dip, fish walk, the 
Texas Tommy, the snake, and the 
grizzly bear. Still popular dances. 
however, were the waltz and the 
two-step. 

The U. S. Supreme Court ordered 
the Standard Oil combine and the 
American Tobacco Co. to dissolve 
after a wave of trust-busting. 

Glenn H. Curtis invented the 
hydro-airplane. Earl Ovington 
made the first U. S. airmail flight. 
C. P. Rogers flew from New York 











A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 

















PUT- YOUR 
SHOES ON, 


ACY | 


‘= BOURNE. INC. 
799. 7th Ave. New York 











YOU’RE 
HEARTLESS 


TING-A-LING 
(Waltz of the Belis) 


THE DREAM OF 
OLWEN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1613 Broadway New York 19. N. ¥. 











| Sterling. 
Harry 


hrs., 2 
although 
from 


to Pasadena, Cal., in 84 
mins. elapsed flying time, 
the actual journey lasted 
Sept. 17 to Nov. 4. 

The New York Court of Appeals 
declared the Workmen’s Compen- 
sation law unconstitutional. 

In vaudeville appeared: Ray 
Dooley, Chic Sales, Charlie Chap- 
lin (as “Archibald” in a comedy act 
called “A Night at the Club’), Me- 
Intyre & Heath (in “Waiting at the 
Church’—they had by this time 
been on the stage several decades), 
Buster Keaton, and Joe Jackson. 

Maude*> Adams’ performance in 
Rostand’s “Chanticleer” was a 
much talked-of stage topic. David 
Warfield was appearing in “The Re- 
turn of Peter Grimm,” while 
George Arliss starred in “Disraeli.” 

Ty Cobb wound up the baseball 
season with a batting average of 
385, bettering his previous year’s 
average of .377. In 1912 he batted 
420, and between 1910 and 1919 
there was only one year in which 
he wasn’t American League batting 
champion (1916), when Tris Speak- 
er topped the league with .386). 
Boston beat the New York Giants in 
the world series, 4—3, but the 
series went to eight games because 
the second contest ended in a 6—6 
tie after 11 innings. 


1912 
After All That I’ve Been to You. 


w., Jack Drislane. m., Chris Smith. 
F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 1912. 


And the Green Grass Grew All 





Around. w., William Jerome. m., 
Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von Til- 
zer Music Pub. Co., cop. 1912. 


As Long as the Shamrock Grows 


Green. w., James Brockman. m., 
Nat Osborne. Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1912. 

At the Devil’s Ball. w.. m.. Irv- 
ing Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1912. 

Bagdad (The Lady of the Slip- 
per). w., Anne Caldwell. m., Vic- 
tor Herbert. M. Witmark & Sons, 
leop. 1912. 

Be My Little Baby Bumble Bee. 
w., Stanley Murphy. m., Henry I. 
Marshall. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1912. 


Beans! Bean!! Beans!!! w., Elmer 
Bowman. m., Chris Smith. F. B. 
Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1912. 

Dear Old Rose. w., Jack Dris- 
lane. m., George W. Meyer. F. B. 
Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 1912. 

Destiny. Waltz. m., Sydney 
Baynes. Boston: The Boston Music 
Co., cop. 1912 by Swan and Co., 
Watson & Wilcock, Ltd.; assigned 
1913 to The Boston Musie Co. 

Do It Again. w., m., Irving Ber- 
lin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. I9iz. 

Do It Again! (The French Doll). 
w., B. G. DeSyiva. m., George 
Gershwin. Harms, Inc., cop. 1912. 

Down In Dear Old New Orleans 
(The Ziegfeld Follies of 1912). w., 
Joe Young. m., Conrad and Whid- 
den, Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1912. 

Dreams of Long Ago — Italian 
title: Sogni D’altra Eta. English 
words, Earl Carroll; Italian words, 
John Focaeci. m., Enrico Caruso. 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1912. 

Everybody Two-Step. 
Jones. m., Wallie 
H. Remick & Co., cop. 1912 

The Ghost of the Violin. 
Bert Kalmar. m., Ted 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
cop. 1912 

Giannina Mia (The Firefly). w., 
Otto Hauerbach. m., Rudolf Friml. 
G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1912. 

Good Night Nurse. w., Thomas 
J. Gray. m., W. Raymond Walker. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1912. 

Here Comes My Daddy Now— 
Oh Pop-Oh Pop-Oh Pop. w., L. 
Wolfe Gilbert. m., Lewis F. Muir. 
F. A. Mills, cop. 1912. 

Hitchy Koo. w., L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert. m., Lewis F. Muir and Mau- 

A. Mills, cop. 


w., Earl C. 
Herzer. Jerome 


W., 
Synder. 
Co., 


rice Abrahams. F., 
1912. 
I'm the Lonesomest Gal in Town. 


W., Lew Brown. m., Albert Von 
gh The York Music Co., cop. 
'1912. 


In the Evening By 
light, Dear Louise. w., Andrew B. 
m., Harry Von Tilzer. 
Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
cop. 1912. 


the Moon- 
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niriel/oliel/malolsieae;se£|\|s)|a4] A 
. OF IS (el sl seimlel@l/Olglslu 
= | ~ = a | on : - : ~ 
; Week Ending ~iZigfizivzisisiMisis4aisziz 
National -io | 8 “\1¢ fF -iZiaiziai? 
Rating a ne 4 eioiSi/@lelje! & 2£/5/2) 38/0] 0 
” SEZ gi BE a/eiei= zis] 
This Last Biezgi-itia _ = > elim £/3)]N 
. : is a = 2 2 af | 2 st x= A a T 
ve. wk. on Title and Publisher le 61 Slalé | olvif£is& 2 3 
1 1 “Riders in the Sky” ( Morris). rst. as 3: SY 2B 2 te 
2, 5S “Agein” (Robbins)............... 5 2 2 8 2 3 8 . 1 9 3 4 8] 
3 3 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins). _/-_*s 2 <-S Cn & Ss 3. 80 
4 3. “Enchanted Evening” (Williamson) 2 6 6 4 7 5 1 ; . s =" 5 95 
5 2 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer). 3 3 7 2 2 3 8 5 3 .. 10 2 7 
6 q ** *A’—You’re Adorable” (Laurel) : «6 5 5 3 5 4 6 2 pene 6 |. 63 
- 6 “Careless Hands” (Melrose).... 10 ¢ 8 §$ & @ tT €&# tT 6 S$&hT he 
8 7 “Bali Ha’i” (Williamson) ‘2 3 9 8 6 8 4 7 6 36 
9 9 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel)... .. 6 6 TR. Score 8 17 
10 “Kiss Me Sweet” (Advanced) =" § 9 10 10 ae os —— 
11 11 “A Wonderful Guy” (Williamson) 8 7 wy ~—/ 
12A 8 #£=“Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills) 10 10 10 9 7 9 7 
12B “Palin’ Around With You” (North) | ¥ 4 ee TS 
3G iz “Money, Marbles and Chalk” (Lois) 4 4 
! ' 
In Twilight Town. w., C. M. Den- and Frank Mueller. The Joe Mor- 
ison. m., E. F. Dusenberry. F. B. ris Co., cop. 1912 Tops of the Tops 
Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1912. That’s How I Need You. w.. Joe Retail Disk Seller 
Isle o’ Dreams (The Isle o’ McCarthy and Joe Goodwin. m., “Riders in the Sky’ 
Dreams). w., George Graff, Jr., Al Piantadosi. Leo Feist, Inc., , : eee 
and Chauncey Olcott. m., Ernest R. cop. 1912. pig Hig pre aa 
Ball. M. Witmark & Sons, cop., ‘That Mellow Melody. w., Sam M. a py. 
1912. Lewis. m., George W. Meyer. Geo. “Most Requested” Disk 
It’s a Long, Long Way to Tip- W. Meyer Music Co., cop. 1912 “Riders in the Sky” 
perary. w., m., Jack Judge and = That Old Girl of Mine. w., Earle ; —— 
Harry H. Williams. London: Chap- C. Jones. m., Egbert Van Alstyne. oe. ae 
pell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1912 by B. Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. sree, 
Feldman & Co., London. 1912. Best British Seller 
Kentucky Sue. w., Lew Brown. They Gotta Quit Kickin’ My “Lavender Blue” 
m., Albert Von Tilzer. The York Dawg Aroun’. w., Webb M. Oungst. ns ——— 
Music Co., cop. 1912 m., Cy Perkins M. Witmark & Kaveli Exi 
ey! eset 3 in Exits Bourne 
The Land of Golden Dreams. w., >°PS. Cop. 1912 by Stark Music Pts. Ct “ 
C. M. Denison. m., E. F. Dusen- &, Pub. Co.; assigned 1912 to M 5 ucago, June 7. 
berry. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Witmark & Sons. Al Kavelin, Chi rep for Bourne 
Inc., cop 1912 ‘ Wait Until Your Daddy Comes Music Co., resigned last week to 
ik Sites Bihan . Home. w., m., Irving Berlin. Water- go into song and band promotion 
oa egy Rial Bs Boa -— son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. biz on the coast 
Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von Til: ‘912... : fank Markbreit, Mills Music's 
zer Pub. Co., cop. 1912. Waiting for the Robert E. Lee. Chicago head, moves over to fill 
% oe w., L. Wolie Gilbert. m., Lewis F. Bourne vacancy 
A Little Love a Little Kiss—Un Muir. F. A. Mills, cop. 1912. ae 
Peu D’Amour. Original French w., When a Maid Comes Knocking et ‘ 
Nilson Fysher; English w., Adrian at Your Heart (The Firefly). w., Nassau “Pop Concerts, Ine. 
Ross. m., Lao Silesu. London’ Otto Hauerbach. m., Rudolf Friml. ©artered to conduct a musical 
Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1912 by G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1912. and theatrical business, with of- 
L. Digoude-Diodet, Paris; assigned When I Lost You. w.. m., Irving fices in New York and with a 


1912 to Chappell & Co., Ltd. 


Love is Like a Firefly (The Fire- 
fly). w., Otto Hauerbach. m., Ru- 
dolf Friml. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 
1912. 

Malinda. w., Stanley 
m., Henry I. Marshall. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1912. 

Moonlight Bay. w., Edward Mad- 
den. m., Percy Wenrich. Jerome 
H. Remick & Co., cop. 1912. 

My Melancholy Baby. w., George 


Murphy. 
Jerome H. 


A. Norton. m., Ernie Burnett. Joe 
Morris Music Co., cop. 1911 by 
Ernest M. Burnett; assigned 1912 
to Theron C. Bennett; assigned 
1912 to Joe Morris Music Co. 

Oh, You Cutie—You Ever, Ever 
Loving Child. w., Harry H. Wil- 
liams. m., Nat D. Aver. Jerome 
H. Remick & Co., cop. 1912. 


Oh, You Million Dollar Baby. 
w., Eddie Doerr. m., Lou S. Lash- 
ley. Royal Music Pub. Co.. cop. 
1912 by Jeff T. Branen; assigned 
1912 to Royal Musie Pub. Co. 

On the Mississippi. w., Ballard 


MacDonald. m., Harry Carroll and 
Fields. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
cop. 1912. 

Please Don’t Take My Lovin’ 
Man Away. w., Lew Brown. m.. 
Albert Von Tilzer. The York Music 
Co., cop. 1912. 

Pucker Up Your Lips, Miss 
Lindy. w.. Eli Dawson, m., Albert 
Von Tilzer. The York Music Co., 
cop. 1912 

Row, Row, Kow. w., William 


Jerome. m., Jimmie V. Monaco. 


Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
cop. 1912. 

Spirit of Independence. Mili- 
tary march—two step. m., Abe 
Holzmann. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co.. cop. 1912. 


The Star. w.., 
m., James H. 
Inc., cop. 1912. 

The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. 


Charles F. 
Rogers. G. 


Lummis. 
Schirmer, 


w., Byron D. Stokes. m., F. Dud- 
leigh Vernor. Chicago: Melrose 
Bros. Music Co., Ine., cop. 1912 by 
Richard E. Varnor Pub. Co. 
Sympathy (The Firefly). w. Otto 


Hauerbach. m., Rudolf Friml. G. 
Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1912. 

Take a Little Tip From Father. 
w., m., Irving Berlin and Ted Sny- 
Ted Snyder Co., cop. 1912. 
That Daffydill Rag. w., m., Bill 


Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 


Co., cop. 1912. 
When Irish Eyes Are Smiling 
(The Isle o’ Dreams). w., Chauncey 


Olcott and George Graff, 

Ernest R. Ball. M. 

Sons, cop. 1912. 
When It’s Apple Blossom Time 


or., M., 
Witmark & 


in Normandy. w., m.. Mellor Gif- 
ford and Trevor. Jerome H. Rem- 
ick & Co., cop. 1912 by Francis, 


Dav & Hunter. 

When the Midnight Choo-Choo 
Leaves for Alabam’. w., m.. Irving 
Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1912 

Where the Twilight Comes toe 
Kiss the Rose “Good Night!” w., 


Robert F. Roden. m., Henry W. 
Petrie. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
cop. 1912. 


When You've Had a Little Love 


You Want a Little More. w.. Ar- 
thur Lamb. m., John T. Hall. Chas. 
K. Harris, cop. 1912 


You Can't Stop Me From Loving 
You. w., Gerber and Murphy. m., 
Henry ‘1. Marshall. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co.. cop. 1912. 

You’re My Baby. w., A. Seymour 
Brown. m., Nat D. Aver. Jerome 
H. Remick & Co., cop. 1912. 

You Made Me Love You—JI 
Didn't Want to Do It. w.. Joe Me- 
Carthy. m., James V. Monaco. 
Broadway Musie Corp., cop. 1912. 

New Mexico and Arizona were 
admitted to the Union, completing 
the roster of the 48 states. 

The painting “September Morn” 
was put on exhibition and much 
evebrow-lifting ensued. 

On her maiden voyage the “Ti- 
tanic” rammed an iceberg and 
sank off Cape Race with more than 
1,500 passengers. John Jacob Astor, 
Isidor Straus and Francis D. Millet, 
the painter, were among the prom- 
inent Americans who drowned. 

Mack Sennett, via Keystone, 
bathing beauties on the 
Like the legitimate st age, 
picture companies now began to 
adopt the star system. Two early 
Stars were William Faversham and 
Julie Opp. who appeared in 1912 
in “Julius Caesar.” Meantime. 
Douglas Fairbanks began his film 
career 

(Continued next week) 


put 
screen. 
motion 


capital stock of 200 shares, no par 
value. 


IDON'T SEEME 


IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 
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The Oliver Music Co. 


AILANTA, GA. 
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CAP’S JONES CHECKING | 
TELEFUNKEN REACTION j 


Dick Jones, of Capitol Records’ 
classical Telefunken staff, is in 
New York discussing the company’s 
new longhair releases with dealers 
and critics. Jones is making a sur- 
vey to determine what dealers 
think of the new product, buyer 
reaction, the sort of material that 
should be issued, etc. 

At the same time, Jones is get- 
ting reaction from various top- 
fiight classical music critics. Com- 
pany is making every effort to get 
the most out of its tieup with 
Germany’s ‘Telefunken, perhaps 
of 


the largest European producer 
classical music, for obvious rea- 
sons. A good longhair division 


makes up for many of the ills that 
beset the pop side of the disk field 








Andy Perry Resumes 

Saylorsburg Operation 
Easton, Pa., June 7 

Andy Perry, Allentown, N. J., 
dance promoter, resumes his sum- 
Lake, 
He 
orchestra set for 
Anthony June 24, 
July 10, and 


mer operations at Saylor’s 
Saylorsburg, near 
Hal McIntyre’s 
June 15, Ray 
Vaughn Monroe, 
others to follow. 
Perry has been presenting 
names in Allentown, Reading 
Saylorsburg for years. 


here. has 


top 
and 


Eddie O’Neill’s Orch 


Chicago, June 7. 
Eddie O’Neill, accompanist for 
songstress Dorothy Shay, will or- 
ganize his own orch with first book- 


ing in the Empire Room, Palmer 
House. O'Neill will 88 for Miss 
Shay at the Chase hotel, St. Louis, 


before fronting his own unit here, 
July 14. 
New unit of 13 men is second 
band for O’Neill who, under his 
real name of Eddie Orta. played 
location stints at the Drake and 
Palace hotels in San Francisco 
about two years ago. Music Corp. 
ot America is handling the unit. 





NEW HOLLYWOOD PLATTERY 


Hollywood, June 7. 
Good Time Records is name of a 
new company formed by Lester 
Koenig, Paramount screenwriter, 
to produce platters. Scripter has 


put $15,000 of his own money into 
the venture. 

Record Changers, 
distrib. 


oct (all 
Wnt 


Inc., is the 
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ABC MUSIC CORP. 
799 7th Ave. New York 


SAVE !! 


SUMMER TUXEDOES 


Direct from 
Manufacturer 


$20.00 


RICHARD WILLIAMS, INC. 


43 West 23rd Street 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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 ACQUIT BILLIE HOLIDAY 
ON OPIUM CHARGE 


San Francisco, June 7. 

Jury of six men and six women 
last week acquitted Billie Holiday 
on charge of possessing 
Defense Attorney Jacob W. 
lich had emphasized singer 
framed, 

Concerning her 


opium. 
Ehr- 


Was 


alleged narcotic 


habit, she said, “I’ve never smoked 
opium in all my life. Two years 
ago I volunteered for a narcotic 
cure, but it wasn’t for opium l 
have taken no drugs since 1947.” 
Singer said she was now entirely 
without funds. She said that John 
Levey, her manager, flew to New 
York last Saturday, taking not 
only all her money, but all pe 
sonal be ong as well 
Clinton Noble Snares 


Cedar Pt. Ballroom 


Cleveland, June 7 


Clinton Noble, band-booker and 
“society” bandmaster here, will 


take over managership of summer 
ballroom at Cedar Point, near San- 
dusky, O., which opens its season 
June 18 with Bobby Bergen’s and 
the Debonnaires’ orchestra from 
Cleveland. Bergen; who recently 
added Bob Marshall and Julianne 
Bishop to outfit as vocalists, was 
booked as house leader for entire 
season. 
Resort 
which 
last 


on Lake Erie’s shores, 
kept its dance hall inactive 
year, will return to name 
policy with Tex Beneke for June 
25. Mel Torme for week of June 26 
and Charlie Barnet for one-nighter 
June 29 Glen Gray has been 
tagged for July 2 and 3; Milt Herth 
Trio, week of July 8; Elliot Law 
rence, July 14; Frances Langford 
and Jon Hall, July 15-16, with 
Frankie Yankovie’s polkteers the 
week of July 18. 


Col. Sets Vagabonds 





Columbia Records last week 
signed the Vagabonds, vocal 
group, to a three-year contract 

Foursome cut their first records 
next week. 

Welk Sues Singer 
Chicago, June 7 
Orch leader Lawrence Welk 


filed suit in Chi superior court last 
week against Oliver “Bobby” Beers 
for $75,000 damages. 

Welk claimed Beers, his former 
vocalist, broke an agreement with 
him, causing recording, booking, 
advertising and arrangement costs 
and upsets. 









































covering from serious injuries suf- 
fered in auto crash in south 

Johnny Desmond opens at Click, | 
Philadelphia, July 4, Dizzy Gilles- 
pie band preceding him for two 


weeks June 17. 


YOURE 


Chicago 


Max Gordon Trio first unit in 
on revised-show policy at the Sil- 
ver Frolics, June 10 WBBM 
putting a line into the Sheraton 
hotel to pick up Leigh Barron, 
pianist, and the Sheratones . 
Al Trace makes his fourth visit in 
less than a year at the Blackhawk 


beginning June 29 Buddy 
Moreno into the Claridge, Mem- 
phis, from July 1 thru 14... 
Bobby Peters takes the ha at 
Eddy’s, Kansas City, July 4 


Dick Jurgens orch cnaae to the 
, Aragon, July 12 for four weeks .. 
. >3 9 3 * ;ees 


with Blue Barron and also several 
with Frankie Masters. 


Hollywood 


“That Was a 





Jack Carson waxed 


Big Fat Lie” and “Give Me a Beau- 
tiful Song With a Melody” for 
Capitol. Tunes are from Warners 


“It’s a Great Feeling.” ... Liberace 
planes to New York for. an appear- 
ance on the Standard Symphony 


Hour, returning immediately in 
time to do his Friday night show 
at the Mocambo Jack HaH- 


strom head of RCA-Victor artists, 
confabbing here with Walt Heeb- 
ner, Coast chief for the plattery 
_. . Constantine Bakaleinikoff han- 
dling musical direction on RKO’s 
“Make Mine Laughs’ . George 
Anthiel winding up the score on 
Santana’s “Tokyo Joe” Anita 
Martell into Billy Gray’s Band Box 

Frankie Laine making one- 
nighters, beginning July 22, in 
Russell Pt., Ohio, Dayton and Can- 


32 3 rf 





FRANKIE LAINE 


CONCERT 
TOUR 




















MIKE REILLY * 


and His 


‘“‘MUSIC GOES ROUND” MEN 
Currently and Indef. 


VILLAGE BARN, New York 


Broadcasting 12 Times Weekly, NBC and MUTUAL 
On Television, Mondays, WNBT 
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June 4 sie ele lBlsifisialelgie| : 
This Last Se ceeee SF OF Bi-Ge SE tease SE Se. 
wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title Pig! 3S "7 £ tf s e nis S S 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor 
x en “Riders in the Sky” rT 7: oe | 4 1 1 5 1 1 1 2 1 t 8 
PERRY COMO (Victor) _ ——— —— each 
2 4 “Some Enchanted Evening” =’ a... 1 2 5 @ 3 10 5 57 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) inane ; a , 
3 2 “Again” . Perera 2 ee 2 4 3 1 52 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) ian ale ees ees 
4 —_— = as orever and Ever” 6 _ 6 _9 6 3 5 7 4 41 
JENKINS-STARDUSTERS D) cine a a 
5 ; hte = Don’t See Me in Your Eyes” 5 : 6 3 4 9 4 9 37 
PERRY COMO (Victor) a oe ae iin 
6 6 “Bali Ha’i” seers te, ae 3 5 5 ' , 6 23 
D. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) ae he 7 seine 
7 oa | “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 10 5 7 7 3 23 
M. WHITING-J. MERC ER (C 1 eee y ss 
8 9 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside’ res yeuse 5 8 10 4 1 ; 21 
BING CROSBY (Decca) _—  — ie Amis Nera ecataceaa: 
9 aa tS _ “Some Enchanted Evening” 7 4 8 5 20 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) — 1. <= a le ae 
10 (10 “A Wonderful Guy” Tilt 7 6 6 7 30 19 
BING CROSBY (Decca) ; ee ee np age ie ead 
11A 1D “Bali Ha’i’’ 2 y is 18 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) ee 
1 IB 1 3 “Again” 2 ‘ 2 18 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) ae — ae 
12A _ | a “Cruising Down the Rive ae set eee 9 5 10 oa 7 13 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 7 —" 
12B 1 Le “Again” 3 6 13 
PERRY COMO (Victor) a ee” a 
13 = Soom: ou’re ‘ Adorable” ws 65 o wl , 4 5 10 6 r 12 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
14A 12 “Careless Hands” es 9 i 10 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) wall 
14B 14 “Kiss Me Sweet” eoeeee reese 3 9 10 
PERRY COMO (Victor) » = 
15A 11 “Forever and Ever” . 2 9 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) . 
15B 1 13 13 “Everywhere You Go” 2 9 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) . 
16A “Some Enchanted Evening” hess 3 8 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) a 
16B 13 “Again” Bes 3 a 
BLUE BARRON “(M-G-M) <t 
16C 1 15 “Whose Girl Are You?” oo 3 - 8 
~~ BELLY ECKSTINE (M- G-M) 
17A 13 “A New Shade of Blues”......... 4 a 7 
wy FRANK SINATRA | (Columbia) 
17B fo Re en ree + 2 ai 1 
KITTY KALLEN| ‘Niereury 
17C “Happy Talk”..... P OTe aT a a eee 7 
DICK HAYMES | Sencal 
17D “Room Full of Roses” Mie ds etese ne 7 o =55. 3 7 
_ SAMMY KAYE ‘ Victor) 
17E “Room Full of Roses” aid 4 . : s 
| 1 | 2 3 7 4 5 
FIV a. = OP soutx paciric | KISS ME, KATE CONNECTICUT | MANHATTAN TO MOTHER 
| | YANKEE | TOWERS 
A L B U M c | Broodway Cast Broadway Cast | Bing Crosby | Sentea feebtes Eddy Arnold 
Columbia | Columbia Decca | Decca Victor 
Disk Pest Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
a i ee a a 7 235 | Columbia .............. oseean 4 56 
Decca cccccccccccces 8 107 | MEAGRE Ln cc ccescccccs ee eecees z 15 
COPING! «K-00 Tee ee ere ree 4 et ME nik 5 6c candy eek eee 2 15 
| 
1 Will Osborne plays Forest Park, | ton. Laine gets $2,000 guarantee | 
iy St. Louis, June 12 for a week and against 60°% 
U heat ii then into Lakeside, Denver, from 
p i! June 24 to July 10... Harry 
Continued from page 48 Meyerson flew in to cut two sides 


TT 


= 
“Pageant 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 


745 5th Ave. 


Pi. 


9-4600 





Chicago 
203 No. 


Hollywood 


Wabash 9151 Sunset Bivd 


e#eeeer 


‘ 








$2 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 8, 1949 





High Operating Costs, Cagey Spenders 
Pose Problems for Saloon Circuit 


Nitery bonifaces are faced with 
the necessity of meeting the de- 
mands of price-conscious. cafego- 
ers. While most have known that 
the prosperity era has run its cycle, 
many have been unable to reduce 
expenditures to permit lowering of 
menu and drink prices to pitch for 
the moderate spender clientele 

The break-even point in most 
cafes has been lowered about 10 
from the peak prosperity era. 
However, receipts have dwindled 
fi 30° to 50°. As a result, 
many cafes are operating in the 
red at this time.and there's little 
prospect of a biz pickup in the 
fall. unless the general economic 
picture changes or they're able to 
slasn budgets that will enable 
them to operate profitably. 

Several clubs have already taken 
the step. Spots that bought high- 
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“A COMEDY 
OF ERRORS” 


THE 
CASCADES 
BILTMORE 
HOTEL 
NEW YORK 


Net.: 
JOHN SINGER 


JACK P 











bracket names on a regular basis 
are now putting in acts at a $1,500 
top. The money saved via the ad- 
justment has permitted some to re- 
main open for the summer. Oper- 
ators have been able to cut a com- 


paratively larger percentage on the 
lower priced acts. Opening novel 
ties that used to cost up to $1,500 
just aren't working cates any more 
Currently. they’re riding high in 
fairs, and when the rural route 
closes in the fall, they'll have to 
drop salaries if they’re to work in 
cates Same situation is true oft 
dance teams The higher priced 


ballroomers are finding tough sled 
ding and prices are expected to 
drop in that category at faste! 
clip than in other types of acts 


a 


Names, however, are still asking 
top prices, but there are indica- 
tions that this market is wobbly 
Several in the top brackets have 
failed to draw expected business, 
especially in Chicago and Phila- 
delphia Thev’ve been seen too 


often and have been overplayed in 
certain areas. 
Talent price situation has reach- 


ed the point where agencies are 
advising most of their acts to ac- 
cept reductions until the panic 


blows over. Otherwise, they'll find 
avenues of employment scarcer. 
Meanwhile, bonifaces are facing 
increased competition from sources 
other than television. Night base- 
ball and trotting races lure a great 
part of the cafe set. They have no 





way in meeting this competish 





This is the Real Macaw 


BURNS BIRDS 








the stunts 


catching 


background. 











and 
stvle combine for sustained eve- 
enterlainiment 
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Wednesday, May 18, 1949 


BILL BURNS & HIS BIRDS 


15 Mins. 
Glass Hat, N. Y. 

This is an amusing novelty 
slated for 4 solid reception in any 
spot. This includes video Bill 
Burvs has trained his assort 
ment of mininturve birds to a tine 
edge and tops off their tricks 
with a running line of gag- 
speckled chatier. Kast pacing of 


ated 


A dozen edur 
uring about. fo 
show thei 
wheels, railroad 
erectorset monde 
erally 
directions and 
the situation is 


stu 


‘shond sHappil 
\ 
Set ed hy a 


comment, koi at Pat iia le 
touch, Burns brings his covey 
to the ringside table on a wand 
to run through some faney 
spinning stunts Act is climaxed 
by the birds traveling through a 
flaming hoop which almost turns 
thein into rows: squah A come 
lv femine. Irene, helps out in the 





burns’ amiable 
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Thanks JOE SULLY 





COMEDY — VARIETY — NOVELTY 


BOOKED FOR 2 WEEKS 
HELD FOR 6 MORE 


GLASS HAT 


BELMONT PLAZA 
NEW YORK CITY 


JUNE 12TH, ED SULLIVAN’S 
TV “TOAST OF THE TOWN” 


Direction: 


MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA, INC. 


Thanks JOHN WOELFLE 
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Balto’s Chanticleer 
Restores Floorshows 


Baltimore, June 7. 
The Chanticleer, former big 
name showcase recently remodeled 
into a cocktail lounge setup, has 
switched back to floor shows stres- 
sing vaude and a line. No names 


planned with emphasis on_ gir! 
angle and modified strips. 
Opening layout has Suzanne 


Shaw, Sammy Smith, Helen Irwin 
and two orchs. 


NY. Roxy May 
Drop Productions 
For New Format 


The Roxy theatre, N. Y.. mas 
eliminate all skating, dancing and 
singing choruses. Step will be 
taken as soon as a Suitable substi- 
tute determined upon and de- 
cision is likely to be made when 
4. J. Balaban, Roxy’s managing 
director, returns from Chicago 
where he attended the funeral of 
his brother David 

Theatre has been mulling a 
change of format for some time in 


is 


order to cut down expenses and 
at the same time provide a new 
formula that would hypo new in- 


terest in the programs. 
It’s been estimated that ice show, 


with the dancing and choral 
groups, costs $100,000 on the 
veal At the same time, the lush 
production expenditures puts the 


house into direct competition with 
the nearby Radio City Music Hall. 
which spends considerably more 
and has better’ stage facilities 
which enables it to achieve spec- 
tacular results. Inasmuch the 
Music Hall gets the cream of the 
picture crop from nearly all stu- 
dios, Roxy’s management feels 
that it must find a new basis of 
competition with that house 

The Roxy one of the few 
houses in the country on a produc- 


as 


is 


tion basis. Possibility is that it 
may use coin saved on dispensing 


with production layouts to entice 
topnotch filmsters. Metopera sing- 
ers, and concert artists to play 


there 


MONTANA SLIM WOULD 
ENJOIN ‘COPY’ ACT 


Philadelphia, June 7. 

Jolly Joyce office here, which 
handles cowboy yvodeler Montana 
Slim, has notified an act operating 
under the same name at Deer Head 
Inn, Narrowsburg, N. Y., to change 
the tag, or else. 

In a letter sent to the “Montana 
Slim” at Narrowsburg, the Joyce 
agency stated that suit would be 
entered if the infringement con- 
tinues. Joyce is personal man- 
ager for Wilf Carter, who the letter 
avers, has employed the name of 
Montana Slim, both on RCA-Victor 
disks and in cities throughout in 
the country where he has made 
personal appearances. 


Saranac lide 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., June 7. 

Floorshow at Durgan’s has Stan 
Carr, Sally Lee and Dick Boseck’s 
orch. 

Lydia Rutledge in to visit 
band, Andrew. 

Helen O'Reilly, formerly at the 
fagers and now owner of a wom- 
en’s shop here, off to attend the 
California Fashion Show at the Ho- 
tel Statler in N. Y. C. 

Mary Lou Weaver, who has 
been commuting between here and 
the General hospital for a series 
of operations, is doing nicely at the 
Rogers, 

Guy Lombardo coming to Lake 
Placid for Henry Kaiser's speed 
boat tests prior to meet in Detroit 
later this month. 

Night spot business off all over 
town, but two conventions the | 
Volunteer’ Firemen of Northern | 
New York, on June 9, 10, 11. and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars get- 
together on 19-22 are expected to 
hypo things. 

Peter Schmith, Madison Square 
Garden auditor, in, visiting Margie 
Regan, former secretary of the late 
James J. Johnston. boxing promo- 
lter-manager. 

Edna Hagen in from N. Y. C. to 
spend weekend with Helen Pele- 
chowiez. 

Bill Lalis due in for a checkup. 

Thanks to the Schroon Lake ho- 
tel tor its batch of books donation 
‘o the patients’ library. 








hus- 





By JOE W. WALKER 
Atlantie City, June 7. 

It's going to be a big season here, 
they hope. 

Vacationists will pay same tariffs 
as last vear tlowever, it’s almost 
agreed that money will be scarcer 
than in past few seasons and some 
adjustments on prices may have 
to be made 

Whether the vacationist stops at 
one of the many tourist camps 
which have sprung up on the out- 
skirts of the city, or puts up at an 
avenue or beachfront hotel, he wili 


find fun to fit his pocketbook 
With a city fiscal affairs probe 
on and a tough Superior Court 


judge watching for violations there 
will be no open casino gambling. 
Bookies can be found, if you know 
where to look, but that’s all. Of 
course there the Atlantic City 
racetrack, which opens for 54 days 
on Aug. 11 It's expected to help 
boom things 

Things are unsettled with regard 
to legitimate entertainment. 
Warners have been experimenting 
with live shows but it’s a question 
whether they will continue them 
throughout the summer. Bur- 
lesque will come back to Globe 
June 17. Cops have been pretty 
tough and shows have been held 
under wraps in previous seasons. 

Nothing is definite with regard 
to auditorium shows. City’s mayor 
has agreed Convention hall theatre 
will not be rented if Warners bring 
in legit shows. If Warner goes 
back to pictures, David Lowe may 
install legits in Convention hall. 

Niteries Need Casinos 


is 


Once again, with a possible week- 
end or weekly exception, no big 
names are looked for in the night- 
clubs. Most spots will operate as 
they did last with lines and 
acts. Out the picture at the 
moment are the Paradise, which 
gave up atter operating as one of 
the top Negro talent spots, and the 
Paddock International, closed by 
ABC last year. The old 500 Club 
is opening under new management. 

sabettes, Cliquot and Club Har- 
lem will again be in operation. 
Also a number of smaller places, 


vear, 


of 


using a few acts or small bands. 
Most nitery operators are playing 
it cagey, convinced they can’t re- 


coup on name talent shows with- 
out casinos. 

Steel Pier and the Million Dol- 
lar Pier, offer a plenitude of at- 


tractions. Former continues its 
policy of top vaude acts, name 
bands, motion pictures and _ tele- 


vision, plus the other attractions. 


‘Atlantic City Ready for Summer Inf, 


But None Too Optimistic on Spenders 


| Latter 
| with 
‘legit, pix. television. 


will 
new 


attempt 


a comeback 
policy. 


It will Offer 
rodeo, Water 


a 


circus, ete. 
“Ice-Capades” 
Auditorium 
week stand. 
there. 
In brief, the season wil] not be 
as good as last year, but it wil] be 


comes into the 
in July for an eight- 
Nothing else js listed 


good enoagh, with any kind of 
break in the weather. And every- 


thing the vacationist has found in 


other years, gambling excluded 
will be on hand again, from deep 


sea fishing to getting that deep tan 
at a spot along the 10-miie beach 
or pacing the boards 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


“FRONT ROW CENTRE" 
Television 
and 


APOLLO THEATRE, NEW YORK 














YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—%6a, VIC- 

TORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 
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WANTED 
Swiss Type Yodeler 


Male or Female—Age 20 to 35 
Vocalist or Vocal-Instrumentalist 


Send Full Length Picture in Costume 
LUCILLE BALLANTINE, Bismarck Hotel, Chicago 
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THEATRE AUTHORITY UNDER FIRE 





AGVA AND BENEFITS 


AGVA’s revolt against benefits, the Theatre Authority, and all 
that goes with it is something which was inevitable. Surprise is 


that it didn’t occur sooner. 


Cuffo benefits and the TA technique are doomed for reasons 


of postwar antiquity, general resentment, 


to the inequity of the situation. 


cutrate its $5,500 nightly rental. 
caterers, program printers—they all get paid. Everybody 
frequently at the expense of per- 


ushers, 
but the actor doing the benefit, 


and final awakening 
Madison Square Garden doesn’t 
Musicians, waiters, stagehands, 


sonal health or professional suicide. 


Lou Walters, who operates the 


Latin Quarter, New York, is right 


in every respect in stressing that one Madison Square Garden benefit 
eats up the want-to-see desire by the public not only in his place, 
but in every branch of show business in the metropolitan New 
Vork area. It hurts not only that one night but makes inroads 


on entertainment appetites for 
big event. 


Making show people boil most is the 


days before and after any such 


“poiler room” technique 


whereby promoters have been known to collect up to 45% of the 
gross from benefits for this or that charity, to which show busi- 


ness and its talents contributed 


Theatre Authority “clears” 


100% and got nothing. 


nearly 100 benefits in and around 


New York annually which means that some big benefit is buck- 


ing the commercial boxoffice, 
nights of the week—Saturday 





some of them on the two cream 
and 


Sunday. TA has been known 


to collect $8,000 and $9,000 as its share, to be disbursed among 13 
different theatrical organizations, after some more or less fancy 
administration fees are retained at the source. 


Actors are now curious why the League of New York Theatres 
and the Dramatists Guild, whose agencies are most casual in 
these benefits, share and share alike with the more potent actor 


guilds and unions. 


That these groups donate their share to the 


Actors Fund of Ameria is beside the point. 


If the mechanics are finally righted, 
there’s no disputing that an 48,000 one-night stand, 


and the pro rata reconciled, 
at salaries up to 


50% of clubdate stipends, will buy any organization a plenty bigttme 


show. 
everybody’s happy. 


That’s the best system—nobody does anybody 


any favors, and 
Abel. 








Senate Okays $2,000,000 Subsidy 


For D.C. Sesqui's ‘Freedom Fair’ 


Washington, June 7. 


Senate last 
$2,000,000 contribution to Wasb- | 
ington’s National Capital Sesqui- 
centennial Commission for a Free- 
dom Fair next year. The Senate 
will try to get the House, which 
has favored only $1,500,000, to 
agree to the higher figure. 


According to advance plans, 
Washington is to open the fair. 
next spring to celebrate its 150th 
anniversary as the national capital. | 

Expenditures to set up the Fair | 
along the Potomac has been fig- | 
ured at $8,930,000, but this may | 
have to be shaved, since the best 
that can be expected from the | 
Government is $1,000,000 under | 
the $3,000,000 asked by the Sesqui 
Commish. 

Although it will be modest by 
the standards of the 1938-39 New | 
York World’s Fair, it calls for a| 
recreation building including res- | 
taurants, a Hall of States, an in- 
door theatre, big outdoor amphi- 
theatre, a children’s center; plenty | 
of concessions; including amuse- | 
ments, industry exhibs by foreign | 
countries, labor, art exhibits, pro- 
duction of a $50,000 historical 
film, production of a historic sym- 
phonic drama on the history of 
D. C., ete. 

Washington this year has been 
having one of the heaviest tourist 
runs in its history and hotels have 
been reporting sellouts as they did 
during the war. With the Fair as 
a magnet, the 1950 season will 
likely be even. bigger, which 
should also tend to hypo biz for 

(Continued on page 55) 





Chi Bistros Tacking On 

Y . 
Cover Charges Again 

Chicago, June 7. 
While most bistros throughout 
the country are eliminating cover 
charges to perk up trade, Chi spots 
are slapping on the extra tariff. 
Cafe ops claim the top is necessary 
to make ends meet. All major Loop 
Spots have cover charges , whereas 
two years ago one employed them. 
Idea has now reached into the 
nabe spots with the south side 
Casino tacking a 50c. coverage on 
the tabs, with the Cuban Village 
contemplating a similar bite when | 


_it opens its remodeled room. 


4 
week okayed a/| 


| 
| 





Roxy’s Moveup Of 
Andrews Sis’ Vaudate 
Snarls Radio Setup 


Andrews Sisters were worked 
into quite a hassle when the Roxy 
theatre, New 
/opening date from June 17 to this 

Friday (10). Sisters will tape their 
'Campbell Soup broadcast before 
|leaying Hollywood for the east 
'and it'll be on the air the same 
| day they open at the theatre. They 
do tonight’s (Wed.) show live and | 
| fly east as soon as they finish the 
| taping job. 

On top of that, the girls — 
| hotel reservations for the 16th. 

move that up a week required her- 
_ culean efforts. There’s an Inter- | 
| national convention of 
Rotarians in N. Y.., 
this week, and hotel 
| practically impossible to _ get. 
Twentieth-Fox finally set them. 








‘Sherman Lining Up 
| 20-Week Vande Circuit 


| Hollywood, June 7. 
Starting in September there will 
be a solid 20 weeks of vaude across 
the country if Eddie Sherman, 
booker, can work out a plan to 
team up with established showmen 
in key cities. He’s busy on the idea 
now, with Al Borde, veteran Chi 
booker, scouring the midwest for 
deals with operators in St. Louis, 
Detroit, Cleveland. Pacts have al- 
ready been set in Baltimore and 
Newark, N. J 

Sherman, who books about eight 
weeks out of New York, will ask the 
Shuberts to devote one of their 
legit houses in Boston and Chicago 
to the enterprise. Biltmore here 
and the Curran, Frisco, also will 
be offered the two-a-day bills by 
Sherman. These theatres are pri- 
marily legit and can’t use vaude 
regularly, however. In Philly Sher- 
man is working on a deal with Wil- 
liam Goldman, operator of the Er- 
langer. 

Top names of film and radio, 
who once were prominently identi- 
fied with vaude, will be sought on 
a profit-sharing basis by Sherman. 
| Eight-act bills are contemplated. 


York, moved their) 


50,000 | 
beginning later | 
rooms are | 


ANS QUEST 
GEN L 


Machinery has been put into mo- 
tion to effect a complete change 
in the current Theatre Authority 
setup on benefit control. A five- 
man committee consisting of repre- 





sentatives from the major Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica affiliates, has been appointed 


to study the situation and recom- | 


mend changes in Theatre Author- 
ity. Report will be 
fall. Appointments were 
meeting in its 16-year history. 
Spearhead of the TA 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists which is seeking a 30° cut 
of the TA gross because its mem- 


bers are in the majority of those 


performing at the free shows. 
AGVA is also seeking a rule 
whereby acts must be paid if pro- 
fessional promoters arrange the 
benefit. Variety union is also seek- 
ing elimination of the majority of 
free shows now getting clearance. 
AGVA’s position was made 
stronger by a resolution passed 
Monday (6) at the union's conven- 
tion in Chicago. Resolution em- 
powers AGVA to step out of TA 
at any time and to withhold clear- 
ance of benefits whenever neces- 
sary. 
passed and is seen as a strong 
enough weapon to put through any 
reforms desired by the Guild. 


| The appointment of a committce 
| to study changes in the current lay- 
}out was made after Henry Dunn 
; representing AGVA, threatened to 
Asem the union out of TA, and 
“clear” its own benefits. For the 
past month AGVA has been forc- 


| act’s weekly salary for 
|ing at a benefit. Since this was 
|instituted, TA’s revenue has been 
| cut off. Should AGVA continue 
j th his policy, TA’s existence is direly 
ferep neg Dunn also 
clear that, pending the committee’s 
reports, AGVA reserves the right | 


to clear free shows when its mem- | Municipal Auditorium. 


bers are called upon to work. 


Benefits’ Killing Pace 
Movement for a TA revamping | 
| has been in the works for several | 
years. Recently, there have been 
instances where performers have 
been unable to perform their paid 
chores 
benefits. It’s also been charged 
by nitery owners that a benefit at 


| (Continued on page 55) 
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> NO JIMCROW’ KAYO 
FOR JORDAN IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, June 7. 
Louis Jordan will open at the 
RKO Shubert here on Friday (10) 
as originally planned. He'll be 
supported by Paula Watson, Will 
_ Mastin Trio, and Peck & Peck. 
Jordan was originally set to 
bow out of the date because it was 
said 








considered | 
when TA meetings resume in the | 
made | 
last week (2) at the stormiest TA | 


reform is | 


Resolution was unanimously | 


ing payment of one-seventh of an | 
perform- | 


made it | 


' 











LLOYD and SUSAN 


WILLIS 


Satirical Dancers 

Currently Strand, New York 
“Lloyd and Susan Willis Knock 
about act hinged on clever mugging 
and gagging of the femme member 
‘ is the best item. Open with 
slapstick bit following a brief soft- 
shoe tap by the male, go into a 
comedy routine that goes over big. 
It's an unusually good turn of it’s 
type.” » , 

vi Wood, VARIETY. 

Dir. 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 


A. C. Probe Reveals 576 
In Free Ducats Issued 
For Muny Stadium 


Atlantic City, June 7. 


Free passes to the value of $57,- 
305.23 were issued for perform- 
ances of “Ice-Capades” the past 
three summers it played 








This was brought out here last 
| Wednesday (1) as the big hall’s au- 
ditor, James F. Horacek, took the 
stand in the current fiscal affairs 
probe. The probe was brought | 
about through a citizens’ commit- 


‘tee who petitioned for an inves- 


because of overwork at) 


tigation into city spending. Dur- 
ing the past few weeks the audi- 


‘'torium operation has been under 


scrutiny. 

Horacek said that in 1946, 9,700 | 
passes with a face value of $22,- | 
212.89 were issued; in 1947 8,502 | 


' passes with value of $16,924.37 and 


that an old city ordinance | 
would forbid Negro and white per- | 


formers from working on the same | 


bill. It’s claimed that if there is 
such a law it’s not being enforced, 
inasmuch as mixed programs have 
been customary in this town for 
many years. 





Hollenden, Cleve., Drops 
Floershows for Summer 


Cleveland, June 7. 
Room of the Hollenden 
dropping floorshows for 
summer and switching to a duo- 
band setup Thursday (9) when 
Sammy Watkins’ orchestra leaves 
for annual trek to Deshler-Wallick 
hotel in Celumbus, O., and other 
mid-western stands. 

Watkins will be replaced by Pat 
and Doris Lee McCormick quintet, 
one of Cleveland’s better known 
singing bands, and Ramoni’s 
rhumba unit. McCormick combo 
recently closed seven-months’ run 
at Alpine Village, following a year 
at the Borsellino’s Club. 


Vogue 
hotel is 


in 1948 there were 8,716, valued at 
$18,167.97. 

He pointed out that this did not 
mean that this amount of business 
was lost, since in many instances 
those accepting the passes would 
not have attended the perform- 
ances if having to buy in. 


Ethel Smith Nixes More 


European Dates; Sailing 
Paris, June 5. 

Talent agents in Paris, Rome, 

Lisbon and Barcelona are offering 

U. S. acts a series of playdates for 

which they'll be paid in dollars. 

Just how agenis in some European 





countries, particularly Italy and 
Spain, are able to get money ex- 
, port permits isn’t known, but 


these offers to American stars are 
firm. 

Among those that have been 
offered a series of Spanish dates 
is Ethel Smith, who last week com- 
pleted a series of one-nighters 


around Brussels to sellout audi- 
ences. Miss Smith initially had 
no desire to stay beyond her date 


at the ABC theatre, Brussels, but 
inasmuch as tickets had been sold 
in advance, dates were played. 
Miss Smith has booked passage 
on the Queen Mary sailing June 15. 


GREENE WITH SMITH AGCY. 
Irving Greene is joining the 
Eddie Smith agency. 
He was formerly with William 





“se eeeerve 


‘that it’s 


in the | 


expenses as 


i wanis Club tu 


| September 11. 
| has arranged for Locky Lott and 


FST IONS Many Changes in AGVA’s Top Echelon 
PEAATIN Certain as Chi Confab Gets Underway 


lon 


Chicago, June 7. 

Clean sweep in top administra- 
tive posts in the American Guild 
of Variety Artists is imminent. The 
delegates to the AGVA convention 
now being held at the Sherman 


hotel here have indicated that 
Dewey Barto will be supplanted as 
national exec secretary by Henry 
Dunn, now AGVA treasurer, or 
Jack Irving, midwest regional di- 
rector of union. There have been 
sporadic mentions of Vic Connors, 
of the N. Y. AGVA staff, as a 


dark horse in the race. 
Resignation of Barto is expected 


by the end of the week. While 
the formal AGVA convention ses- 
sions ends today (Wed.), national 


which 
take 


board 
will 


convenes 
care of all 


Thursday 
unfinished 


business. 


Attacks on Barto started after 
the national administrative secre- 
tary, read his report citing organi- 
zational gains, yesterday (Tues.). 
At the conclusion of his reading, 
Barto was given a vote of con- 
fidence. After that delegates from 
all over the country started rip- 
ping into his administration of 
AGVA affairs. Charges that he 


failed to enlarge the scope of or- 
ganization were hurled. Barto was 
also taken to task for the admin- 
istrative snafues in Boston and Los 
Angeles. Motion will be introduced 
by delegates to reject Barto’s re- 
port. 

There’s still a chance that Barto 
can survive the attacks at today’s 
meeting and tomorrow, when the 
national board meets. However, 
temper of the delegates is such 
unlikely, especially in 
view of the low state of the AGVA 
treasury and the treasurer's report, 
which was charged to be faultily 
prepared by Barto. Treasury re- 
port showed a $32,314 cash bal- 
ance as of last April 30. There 


| was a mixup in balances because 


the union operates on a fiscal year 


| Starting Aug. 1, while reports were 


prepared as of April 30. Current 
balance is said to be $40,493, but 
whether this includes payments of 
they fall due isn’t 
known until further check is made 


‘with the books in New York. 


Tied in with the attacks on Barto 
is the status of Florine Bale, who 


/was shifted from Los Angeles to 


New York, where she hasn’t been 
given any definite assignment. 
Resolution has been drafted by the 
San Francisco delegation to have 
her tenure in Hollywood investi- 


(Continued on page 55) 


JUDY CANOVA PACTED 
FOR KENTUCKY FAIR 


Louisville, June 7. 
State Fair Board has completed 
contracts with local Shawnee Ki- 
sponsor two Judy 
shows on opening day, 
In addition the fair 





Canova 


his Hell Drivers, Esquire model 
revue, and other top features. 
L. Doe Cassidy, director of 


special events for the Fair, is com- 
pleting his organization of events 
for five of the seven days of the 
fair Sept. 11-17. Fiddling, square 
dancing, baton twirling and rural 
gospel quartet singing are on the 
program, with contest prizes total- 
ing $2,000. 





Midwest Lounges Up 
Budgets to Snare Biz 


Chicago, June 7. 
While the borscht circuit is 
starting in the eastern area, Chi- 


cago is developing a similar coun- 
terpart—but in lounges. Spots, 
which have been using the trios 
and singles, have suddenly expand- 
ed and are booking name or semi- 
name attractions on the weekend. 
While musical units usually do six 
shows nightly, the acts only do 
three shows. 

Spots want mostly disk names, 
current favorites being Patti Page 
and Harry Cool. Salaries range 
from $350 to $500. Increased 


“*-* 
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Night Club Reviews 


Si. Regis Roof, N.Y. 
Milt Shaw and Laszlo & Pepito 
orchs; $1.50 and $2 couvert. 





The St. Regis Roof, nee the Vien- 
nese Roof but still featuring its 
done-over original Josef Urban 
decor, is among the last of a fast 
fleeting tradition around Gotham. 


The changes among the 

hotels have been many. The Hil- 
ton people have done over the 
Plaza. for instance, and only re- 


cently the Vincent Astor manage- 
ment (Pierre Bultinck, g.m. of the 
hotel), which owns the St. Regis, 
gave up the traditional King Cole 
room to a 5th Ave. store frontage, 
mvuving it into the old Iridium 
Room site. This meant that the 
Iridium is no more; and the former 
Maisonette Russe (sans the Russe 
part of it, in the billing) is the 
lone “winter” room. But the Roof 
remains as a Manhattan showplace- 





Royalty in Song 


NOBLE and KING 


HELD OVER 
AGAIN 


GLASS HAT 
BELMONT PLAZA 
NEW YORK 


Thank You 
MR. JOHN WOELFLE 
and JOE SULLY 


Personal Direction 
BAUM-NEWBORN AGENCY 


old-line | 











it’s been en- 
cock- 


in fact, 
its penthouse 


restaurant; 
hanced via 
tailery. 

That it’s a natural attraction is 
evidenced by the strong biz here 
despite the early season and the 
inclement normroofgarden weather. 
Above all, at least from manage- 
ment perspective, it continues to 
do a natural dining-dancing busi- 
ness, to a $1.50 arid $2 couvert 
(Sat.), with just two dance bands; 
there is no other divertissement. 

Unlike the case when the Milt 
Shaw and Laszlo & Pepito bands 
hold forth in the Maisonette (grill- 
room), and an occasional person- 
ality is booked, such as Nan Wynn, 
Julie Wilson and Rolly Rolls, the 
roof is devoid of anything but the 
dansapation. The Maisonette, too, 
this fall-winter season dispensed 
with the dinner show, finding that 
its fashionably late dining clien- 
tele didn’t want to be interrupted 
at 9:30-10 p.m to pay attention 
to an act, hence only a midnight 
frolic obtained. 

The Shaw band plays for the 
main dance sets and the alternat- 
ing Laszlo-Pepito ensemble, built 
around the Hammond organ, offi- 
ciates for the waltz and Latin ses- 
sions. Both have the right type 
of “seciety” tempo, as witness 
their marathon stay here. 

The room is now presided over 
by August, veteran maitre d’ of the 
Maisonette, now that Jean has re- 
signed with the foldo of the 
Iridium Room. Jean, incidentally, 
is now co-owner of LaRue’s, hav- 
ing bought out Peter Oglietti with 
another headwaiter and a third 
partner (financial backer). Abel. 


Carnival Drops Gate Nick 

The Carnival this week dropped 
its $1.80 and $3 admission charges 
in favor of a $2 minimum. It was 
felt that door-nick was too high 


and militated against profitable op-| own—if he doesn’t 


eration. 

Carnival’s removal of the ad- 
mission charge leaves only one 
N. Y. cafe on an admission policy. 
Bop City charges 90 cents at the 
gate. 





Beatrice Kay into Ciro’s, Holly- 


wood, July 8; 
Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe, Nev., 
July 29. 























Reading, Pa. 


Gun‘ 


OW BOOKING 


ALL TYPE ATTRACTIONS 


(Travelling Legit Snows, Vaude Units, Concerts, 
Orchestras, One Niters, Etc.) 


WRITE — WIRE — PHONE 
MR. C. G. KEENEY 


RAJAH THEATRE 


136-42 North Sixth Street 


Theatre last year played Sammy Kaye, Duke Ellington, Guy Lombardo, 
Tony Pastor, Boyd Raeburn, Ray McKinley, Blue Barron, Lionel Hampton, 
Horace Heidt, 3 Suns, Art Mooney, King Cole Trio. 
(3 days, 4 shows) $22,000; ‘Oklahoma!’ 
$22,000; ‘Show Boat’ $15,000; ‘Desert Song’ $6,000; ‘Harvey’ $10,000. 


Phone 4-8373 


‘Annie Get Your 
(3 days, 4 shows) 
































WINTER SISTERS 


Currently 
CAPITOL, New York 
° Thanks to 


Sidney Piermont, Max Roth and Bernard Burke 
Per. Mgt.: Harry Nathano 








Copacabana, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

With the addition of Mary Raye 
and Naldi, plus Eileen Barton 
(New Acts), the Copa generally 
maintains its tiptop quality, with 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis as 


the holdover headliners. The pro- 
duction also holds. 
The ballroom pair are. still 


among the tops in their field, Nal- 
di’s lifts being continually amazing. 
The team’s dancing is strictly on 
the button, and no less important 
to their work is the well-orches- 
trated music. A fine dance turn 
that can play anywhere. 
Martin & Lewis still wham 
with their comedy, Lewis 
cially emphasizing his ability 
get laughs, regardless of what 


"em 
espe- 
to 
he 


does. But that business of stress 
ing their respective Italian and 


Jewish backgrounds, especially the 
latter, with all the linguistic pat- 
ter that goes with it, is something 
they still overdo. And they overdo 
it to the point where you wouldn’t | 
be surprised if Menasha Skulnik | 
were to join the act at any mo- 
ment. Except that Skulnik might 
use too much English for Martin 
& Lewis. 

| On the night caught Martin & 
Lewis made exactly 29 Jewish ref- 
erences. That’s by actual count. 
Which practically re-labels the 
joint the Koshercabana. The Old 
Roumanian and the other down- 
town eastside spots are not going 
to like this at all. 

Another indication of how undis- 
ciplined their act has become is in 
the way Martin is sloughing his 
songs. More and more he’s using 
his tunes as the fulcrum for his 
own individual or the team’s com- 
edy, and in this way much of the 
value of a basically legit voice is 
dissipated. The guy’s gut a lot of 
s.a: for the dames, but both seem 
more intent on selling chopped 
liver and minestrone asides. 

As far as Lewis is concerned, 
he has developed a unique style 
that gives him an identity all his 
blow it. He 
and Martin must learn that nitery 
audiences are not comprised of just 
those familiar with their single- 
strain argot. 

Another thing: material. They’ve 
|got to get new stuff, since most 
|of their material is by now too 
familiar—including comedy kicked 


follows with Cal. 'around by other comics, straight 


They have 
piece of se- 


or in rewritten form. 
|one very acceptable 


»/rious material, with just a slight 


comedy touch, in their Crosby- 
Barry Fitzgerald bit, and it’s a trib- 
ute to their own innate showman- 


'ship and ability that, immediately 


| 


following their extremely hectic 
carryings-on, they’re able to make 
an audience accept so divergent a 
bit as the latter. Kahn, | 


en 
Charley Foy’s, L.A. 
Los Angeles, June 1. | 
Charley Foy, Ben Blue, Sid 
Fields, Sammy Wolfe, Uncle Wil- 


| 
! 


York bow at the Vanguard. Others 
on the Angel layout have been 
standards for sometime. 

Rose Murphy, for example, a re- 
peater here, pipes her way into 
popular acclaim with her fetching 
baby-voiced vocals. Louise Howard 
finds favor with her comedics and 
Miss Williams, attractive colored 
songstress, indicates that with 
more development she’ll make top- 
drawer grade. 

Angel patronage are given the 
opportunity of helping discover 
the new talent. At Sunday’s (5) 
session, a pair of promising young- 
sters were exhibited. Richard X. 
Carter, who warbled sea chanties 
with a high degree of feeling, and 
Lee Kreiger, who indicates he’s a 
comer with a different line of 
comedics. Lad has a line of dance 
satires and a burlesque of the mod- 
ern drug clerk. Both are top ma- 
terial, but he needs better projec- 
tion before taking on important 
showcases. Jose. 


Bop City, N. Y. 


(FOLLOWUP) 
Bebop is playing second fiddle 
to Billy Eckstine in the current 


layout at this “progressive music” 
emporium, but it’s still okay with 
the juves who are packing this 
nitery’s left-field bleachers at a 
98c. tab. Even more remarkable 
is the number of adolescents who 
are spilling over to the regular 
service sector with its heftier $2.50 
minimum bite. And Eckstine is 
the reason, judging from the pre- 
dominance of young chick parties 
which are backgrounding his vo- 
cals with intermittent squeals of 
ecstasy. 

Eckstine sends them with his 
creamy headtones. His style is 
easy and cool but he knows how 
to turn on the romantic spigot in 
the crucial passages. Eckstine is 
dishing up a repertory of his plat- 
ter faves which are mostly on the 
slow and sentimental side. Num- 
bers like “Body and Soul” and 
“Caravan” are buttered up to cus- 
tomer taste and explain the Negro 
crooner’s phenomenal platter and 
cafe appeal. 

Charlie Barnet’s aggregation of 
six reeds, nine brass, and four 


vein. Barnet has a_ hard-driving, 
expertly-trained crew who go from 
straight instrumentation to slither- 


ing dissonance with equal dexteri-| }; 


ty. Their decibel rating is a bit 
too high for the ringsiders’ ear- 
drums but this music is tailored 


to the modern style. Large share | 


of the beboping is supplied by Bar- 
net’s ace trumpeter, Maynard 
Ferguson. Band vocalist Trudy 
Richards does well on a series of 
pop ballads, but has trouble in 
reaching over the orch’s accom-, 
paniment. | 
_ Milt Jackson Trio, a holdover, 
is filling in with its brand of in-| 
tricate rhythms. Herm. 





Vie Damone tapped for Para- 


rhythm dishes up jazz in the behop | 


——_—__. 
Ciro’s, Hollywood 
Hollywood, June 1, 


| Arthur Lee Simpki , 
man Orch (7), Reve Touzet toe 
_ba Band (5); $3.00 minimum, sa 





Using a warm , 
Arthur Lee Simpkins seates Te 
a half hour of singing. Negro nar 
(er, in for a week, may be booked 
fgh gy mise stanza a little later 
in the seas is effect; 
poe season due to his effective 
Simpkins does best with rhyth 
mic arrangements of “Old Man 
River” and “Begin the Beguine.” 
At least, the audience response j 
greater to songs with a beat in 
it is to such semi-operatic and 
falsetto deliveries as his “Pagliac. 
ci” aria and “Bay of Donegal” 
which he sings with a true Irish 
brogue. For nitery patrons used 
to a full show, Simpkins’ turn isn't 
quite enough, but he is well-liked 
by the picture crowd because of his 
| solid salesmanship. 
| He is backstopped by Phil Oh. 
}man’s orch. 








CARDIN 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 
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Charley Foy popped with a new 
show Tuesday (24) that had the 
packed house screaming for more. 
Change of format in the informal 
offering found him singing an in- 
troductory number and clearing 
off board to make way for other 
entertainers. In the past Foy has 
emceed affair. 

Top-billed in offering is Ben 
Blue. Along with his regular 
stooge, Sid Fields, and stooge wait- 
ers topped by Sammy Wolfe, Blue 
held down the fort for a goodly 
35 minutes of the Four and 15- 
minute offering. Blue dusted off all 
his old routines for the apprecia- 
tive crowd who cheered him on 
for several encores. 

Negro comic Uncle Willie all 
but stole the show from Blue as 
he pantomimed to diskings of Al 
Jolson and western tunes. Mimic 
scores with the crowd and looks 
set for a long stay here. 

Torcher Roberta Lee kicks off 


Also Takes Pleasure in 


WRITE WiR 


RKO Bldg., Suite 902, 


BACK AGAIN 


Representation for the 


HYMAN ZAHL AGENCY 
OF LONDON, ENGLAND 


Attractions, Acts Interested in Personal Management 
and European Bookings 


SMITH 


Announcing Exclusive 


N.Y.C., 


PHONE 
PLaza 7-7254 











with three vocals. Numbers pleased 





l 





but her charm captured the male 
element more than the warbling. 
Abbey Browne’s band, which has 
been at the Valley nitery for the 
past eight years, furnishes the ac- 
companiment for show and cus- 
tomer dancing. 





Blue Angel, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Since there's no longer a sure 
thing in the way of intime nitery 
attractions, Blue Angel bonifaces 
Herbert Jacoby and Max Gordon 
have been beating the bushes for 
new faces. They've been eminently 
successful so far. Until recently. 
they used Gordon’s Village Van- 
guard and the One Fifth Avenue 
to incubate Blue Angel material. 
Now they’re running Prevue Nights 
at the club, whieh so far has pro- 
vided more than a few acts. Stan 
Freeman on the current bill (New 
Acts) proved his mettle. Hayes Gor- 
don and Martha Wright (New Acts) 
came up via the One Fifth Avenue. 





Thanx, HAROLD KOPLAR 
For Our 22 Consecutive Weeks 
At Your 


HOTELS CHASE AND PARK PLAZA 


ST. LOUIS 





and Ore 
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and lrene Williams made her New 


GARWOOD VAN 


On Our Way to 
Tahoe-Biltmore Hotel, 
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Lake Tahoe, Idaho 
SUMMER 
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TA Under Fire 


|__— Continued from page 33 -———'l 





Madison Square Garden, N. Y., at. 
which the majority of cafe enter- | 


tainers appear, empties their spots 
for that night at least and for some 


time to come because the 20,000. 


or so attending an MSG show see 
many acts in concentrated form. 
As a result, Lou Walters, the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y. operator, for exam- 
ple utilizes the “exclusive service” 
clause in his performer contracts 
to keep his acts away from free 
shows. ‘ 
The recent AGVA formula of 
getting one-seventh salary for its 
performers is not regarded as an 
ideal solution. Many would like 
to have regular club date salaries 
in effect. Club date salaries are 
generally up to one-half of an act’s 
regular weekly salary. Another 
criticism of the one-seventh salary 
plan is that the same headliners 
are called upon continually. Under 
the club date salary, plan would 
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“TOPS” in DAZZLING 
THRILL-A-BATICS! 


Variety says: “A thriller—wins heavy 
applause.’’—Zabe 

Billboard says: “Top-notch tumbling 
and teeter board. Trouve has added 


wonderful foot-to-foot catch. Pulled 
hefty, sustained mitt.’°—J. Sippel 
Currently 
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health 
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THE NATION’S 
LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 


JACQUELINE 


HURLEY 


ACROBATICS IN TECHNICOLOR 


LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK (NOW) 
Rep.: HARRY SANTLEY 
Club-dates: NAT DUNN 
Per. Mgt.: BERT COLLINS 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 

NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea, 
(Order in Sequence Onty) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All it 307 Files for $25. 00 


> PARODIES $10 Per Bk. o 
MINSTREL BUDGET $25. 

@ HUMOR-DOR 

@ 3 Blackout 


Books 

or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 
a for FREE infe. on other material. 
No C€.0.D's—Open Daily Incl. Sundays 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 19 
CIRCLE 7-11330 





| be rotated because act - budget 
| would be an ample consideration. 


Report by the committee to be 
completed by the fall will most 
likely call for many of the recom-_| 
mendations made by AGVA. The 
committee is also likely to put a 
| greater bite on the gross receipts 


'from a paid show which could in- 


clude a percentage of the usually 
profitable advertisement-laden sou- | 
| venir program. There’s also been 
some talk of getting a slice out of 
contributions taken in at a free 
show. Primarily, it’s regarded that 
certain benefits now held will be 


outlawed completely because pro- 
fessional promoters, with “boiler 
rooms,” get the majority of the 
take. 


Committee working on the re- 
port will comprise Dunn, Fiorence 
Marston, Screen Actors Guild; 
Ruth Richmond, Chorus Equity; 
Angus Duncan, Actors Equity; 
Harold Hoffman, American Fed- 
eration of Radio Actors’ and 
Hy Faine, American Guild of 
Musical Artists. 

Aside from the approximate 100 
benefits cleared in New York, the | 
eastern section of Theatre Authori- | 
ty has jurisdiction of free shows 
in most of the midwest including 
Chicago and Miami. The western 
branch of Theatre Authority oper- 
ates as a separate entity. The Coast 
TA in its divvy gives SAG 30% of 
the TA receipts on the ground 
that it contributes most perform- 





ers. If AGVA stays with the cur- | 
rent TA setup, one of the condi- 
tions would be a share equal to 


that of SAG’s Coast office. 


a DC Sesqui 


mas Continued from page 53 ———3| 














the picture houses and niteries in 
town, as well as hotels and restau- | 
rants. 
Managers of the Fair estimate 
that they would gross 10,000,000 
admissions at 40c net, and pick up 
another $400,000 on royalties from 
programs and concessions. In ad- 
dition, they hope to add another 
$4,530,000 from rentals of build- 
ings to the various exhibitors. 
This would make the nut if it all 
came in. However, it is admitted 
here that such exhibitions gener- 
ally wind up in the red and that 
| the bondholders usually have noth- 
ing left but their pretty certificates 
to frame. 
As contrasted with the limited | 
| Jashington Fair, the New York} 
Exposition cost an estimated $155.- | 
000,000 to put together, of which | 
$3,000,000 was kicked in by Con- 
gress. The last big Chicago Fair | 
‘cost about $40,000,000 of which | 
Uncle Sam anteed $2,000,000. | 
| Carter T. Barron, Loew’s rep in 
_this territory, is executive vice- 
| chairman of the Sesqui Commish. 


AGVA Changes 


Continued from page 53 


























‘gated. Resolution is supported by 
the Los Angeles group. Delegates 
unanimously passed a_ resolution 
directing the national administra- | 
_ tive secretary to dismiss her. 

In Accord on Tele 

| It’s also expected that the con- 
| vention will ratify proposals made 
| by the 4A’s Television Authority 
on a separate setup for video per- 
formers. | 
| Other convention actions include | 
‘the seating of Charlie Banks as al- | 
ternate delegate for Lena Horne, 
unable to attend. Jerry Baker, of | 
the New York group, is conven- 
| tion’s chairman. 

| There's also the possibility that 
Jackie Bright, head of the N. Y. 
membership board, may be chosen 
president, succeeding the incum-' 
bent Gus Van. 

In another resolution, delegates 
decreed that no AGVA members 
shall work with non-members. 
While this was designed to elimi- 
nate amateur performers, it can 
also militate against musicians who 
emce vaude and cafe shows. 








| Bale to Fight Ouster 

| Florine Bale, who was ordered 
dismissed on charges of malfea- 
sance of office by delegates at the 
Chicago AGVA_ convention, de- 
clared in New York yesterday | 
(Tues.) that she had written a let- : 
ter several weeks ago to AGVA 
toppers demanding a hearing on 
the charges. She is yet to get a) 


reply, she added. 
| Miss Bale plans to- fight the 
ouster before the Associated Ac- 


tors and Artistes of America, upon | 
formal notification of her dismis- 
sal. 


| torium. 


Jugglers’ 2d Meet 


Jamestown, N. Y., June 7. 
The second annual convention of | 
The International Jugglers’ Asso- 
ciation will be held here June 19- | 
22. The American Legion is spon- | 
soring the show to be put on by the 
jugglers in the high school audi- 


Outfit, which now has about 150 
members, was formed to promote | 
interest in juggling. First honor 
guest was Jamestown resident, | 
Harry Lind, maker of the standard 
“Lind” juggling club. 





' cording Co., 


Penthouse’s Tea Dansants 
The Penthouse, N. Y., is making 
a bid for the afternoon tea and 
cocktail trade. 


Spot has signed dancers Dennis 


and Thumnson to entertain at these 


sessions before dinner trade starts 
arriving. 


Al Benson’s Takeover 
Of Cafe for Negro Names 


Chicago, June 7. 
Al Benson, disk jockey with a 


wide colored following in Chi area, | 
took over operations of the Beige | 
Room, southside nightclub in the | 


Pershing hotel, with intent of book- 


ing top Negro recording names, 
nightclub acts and an eight-girl | 


line. 


Benson, besides jocking — six 
hours a day, has a TV show, his 
own ad agency, two record shops, 
an interest in the Swingmaster Re- 
and promotes concerts 
and one-nighters throughout 
midwest. 





Dallas Date 
Dallas, June 7. 
Skylar, singer and song- 
opened engagement at 
hotel Mural Room. 


Skylar in 


Sunny 
writer, 
Baker 


the | 


VICTOR BORGE HURT 
IN AUTO CRASH 


San Bernardino, June 7. 

Victor Borge was reported seri- 
ously injured in a car collision last 
week while returning to Hollywood 
from a date at the Last Frontier, 
Las Vegas. 

Borge’s car collided with an- 
other auto Friday night near Vic- 
torville, Cal. Three of his ribs 
were broken. Comic’s wife and 
two children, who were in the car 
with him, eacaped mngery. 


SENNES’ FLORIDA BRANCH 


Frank Sennes, Cleveland nitery 


booker, has opened a branch of- 
fice in Miami Beach, which will 
handle bookings there and through- 
out the south 

Jerry Berger is in charge of the 


Florida office. 
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... Miracle on 49, street 


A raid Old Name In Cafeterias becomes 
NEW YORK’S NEWEST CAFETERIA 





proudly announces tts 


Gala ‘Ke-opening on Monday, June 6th 


We've been closed for three weeks, undergoing extensive alterations. 
We've been swarmed over by architects, hammered by carpenters, reshaped 


by plasterers . . 


. and now, WE’RE READY. We've had a face-lifting job 


the likes of which you've never seen. WE’RE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
CAFETERIA YOU NEW YORKERS HAVE EVER ENTERED! 


We're modernized from floor to ceiling, from spotless kitchen to gleam- 


ing counter. We're the last word in luxury, and STILL... 


. The First Word In Good Food. 
Make It The New KELLOGG'S For The Finest Cafeteria Dining You've 


Ever Enjoyed. 


AS ALWAYS 


THANKS TO THE MANY ORGANIZATIONS WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE NEW KELLOGG'S$ 


BRENNER ELECTRIC CORP. 
159 3rd Ave., N. Y. 

MYRON BUCHSBAUM ASSOC. 
Beef 
442 East 13th Street, N. Y. 


CENTRAL COAT, APRON & 
LINEN SERVICE 
$14 West 49th Street, N. Y. 
CORONA STORE FRONTS 
43-42 162 St., Corona, N. Y. 
EMPIRE STATE CHAIR CO. 
600 Broadway, N. Y. 
FIELDS BAKING CORP. 
520 West 48th St, N.Y 
FINK BAKING CORP. 
Baking Products 
510 East 76th Street, N. Y. 
H. FRIEDMAN & SONS 
Restuurant Supplies 
30 Cooper Square, N. Y. 
J. P. FRIEDMAN 
Dairy Products 
119 Broome Street, 


N. Y. 





J. GELDZAHLER 
Provisions 
2078 Crotona Parkway, 
Bronx, N. Y. 
HARLEM PAPER PROD. CORP. 
Paper Products 
1260 Oak Point Ave., N. Y. 


HERSHEY FARMS, INC. 
Milk 
11-02 Bridge Plaza South 
Long Island City 
J. CANE & SONS 
Bakers Supplies 
Secaucus, N. J. 
KORNGOLD BROS. 


Architectural Woodworking 
819 3rd Avenue, N. Y. 


LOCAL MILK PRODUCTS 
607 West 48th Street, N. Y. 


MAZUR BROTHERS & JAFFE 
Sea Food 








232 Front Street, N. Y. 


MERCHANTS BEEF CO. 
15 Lawton Ave., N. Y. 


H. SCHRIER & CO. 
Groceries 


87 3rd Ave., Bklyn., 


HERMAN SIEGEL 
Architect 
1841 Broadway, N. Y. 


JACK SIEGMAN 
V egetables 
504 Grand Street, N. Y. 


VICTCRY PURE FOOD CO. 
Groceries 


79 East 4th Street, N. Y. 
W. H. FOODS 


Groceries 


135 Plymouth, B’klyn, N. Y. 


PHILLIP WECHSLER & SONS 
Coffee 
204 East 23rd Street, 


YORK SIGN CO. 
335 East 26th St, 


N. Y. 


N. Y. 


N. Y. 


CAFETERIA, 152 West 49th Street, N. Y. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 8 


i 





Letter in parentheses indicates ejreuit: 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S). Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


(I) Independent; (1.) Loew; (M) Moss 








NEW YORK CITY, Al Trace Bd | 


Capitol (L) 9% Jackie Green 
Alvino Rey Ore Joan Edwards 
Jerry Lester Shyrettos 
Vagabonds Oriental (I) 9 
Evelyn Tynet Gordon McRae 
Los Gatos Joey Bishop 

Music Hall (1) 9 Carl Sands Ore 
Buck & Bubbles (one to fill) 
Genia Melnitchenki CINCINNATI 
Norman Thomson Shubert (R) 10 
Fernand Nault Louis Jordan Or« 
Glenn Burris Paula Watson 
Paul Morrow Will Mastin 3 
Wyn Maya Peck & Peck 
— ogg MIAMI 
sawi ce NIKO a 
Rudells Olympia (P) 8 
Rockettes B & J Marco 
Corps de Ballet Senatol Murphy 
Sym Orc M Christopher 

Pal-ce (R) 9 T Dix E Fellows 
Lang Trp 3 Londons 




















Harold Barnes , Beryl Reid 
Wheeler & Wilson! Dr Crack & 
Johnny Lockwood Crackpots 
Brockways Max Bacon 
C Adey & Dawn Cotton Bros & 
MacDonald & Margaret 


Graham 


NEWCASTLE SUNDERLAND 


Empire (M) 6 
_ Empire (M) 6 Jack Crisp & Jill 
5 Smith Bros liuteh ® 
Beers > Conrad’s Pigeons 
op neo ‘i. . Hal Monty 
Grip os ais Ike Freedman 
rip ; George Wood Co 
toe et Minne Mo oLouise & Chat.es 
Cte ; 
. ( arre Jez 
Francois & Zandra W cent Bi on 
NORWICH SwA ¥ 
, Empire (M) 6 
Hippodrome (1) 6 1.0 @ R: . 
FPexgs 3ailey F eal _ 
Nate pcos “oA B Reid & Dorothy 
oe ee Cyclo Bros 
Sgt. O'Doherty Sirdini 


) Hawthorn Campbell & 
x 

















Fred Sanborn PHILADELPHIA 3unkhouse Bovs i 
Talbert & Martin Carman (1) 9-11 NOTTINGHAM Rogerson ‘ 
Dick Buckley A & J Johnston Empire (M) 6 pat age & Dovie 
Ben Yost Co- Steve Evans Chas Ancaster ; nee 4 
Pcegy Taylor 3 3 Sherwoods Robb Wilton dent — 0 
Walter Nilson (two to fill Fhilippe & Marta romwells 
Christine Noll 13-15 Deve Barry ; VICTORIA 
Paramount (P) 5 Jack Parke1 M Reid & Dorothy Palace (M) 6 
Louis Prima Bd Graham Sis Western. Bros Nervo & Knox 
Vice & Adio Jerry Brooks Harry Worth Bud Flanagun 
Ballantine 2 Arleys Chocolateers Naughton & Gold 
Roxy (1) 10 ROCKFORD Cooke’s Ponies Radio Revellers 
Andrews Sis Bove Palace (I) 10-12 Peggy Cochrane WOLVERHAMPTON 
Remos & ‘Toy Boys | «toiywood Merry PORTSMOUTH Hippodrome (I) 6 
ie ee an os Go-Round” Royal (M) 6 Jack Haig 
=I poe pies “Bel o & Vernon & Ryan Larry Adler 4 Sandlor Sis 
* ng af ‘ proces & oe ee Loge | mat lreddie ee 
tad Lenny Colyer Jover & Ra Norman Meadows 
st hae ore Emil & Evelyn Pat & Julian K & E Marsh 
eae = nf LeShore Sis Bill Waddington Sybil Dunn 
Patricia Bright INGTON Zio Angels Seb Denes 
BALTIMORE WASHI ; 7 Volants 8 Merry Maids 
Hippodrome (1) 9 . ing ae , lyn | Curzon 3 woop oat ate 
Art Lund urns 2 uvelyl ¢ ‘fe 
Alan Carney ° Yoeman Bros & oa eS Empire (S) 6 
Tov & Wing RE age pee 2 Aibert Grant Arthur Askey 
(one to fill tolly Rolls Renee Beck \frique 
State (1) 9-11 Calgary Bros Pred ach Cleef & Moroney 
Troy & Lynn Howard (1) 10 SHEFFIELL Joe King 
Corri & Elsa Erskine Hawkins O Empire (M) 6 Spence & Davis 
Ken Card Peg Leg Bates Rey & Bessie OU Keele Bros & 
Duke Art & Junior , Joyner & Foster doest Lathe Annette 
12-15 Emerald Sis Maivitic & Rakar ee ype ny 
es eee a MERE pan oem came oe Leslie Sarony rola & Corde 
oe i, Dolaire P ns ‘ 
Noni Nita & Dod mpire (1) 
Tattersall & Jerry Smeddle Bros 
IRVING GREEN jenny Howard J Robey & Joan 
a 3 Stevil Sis Ken Noble 
, : 7 SHEPHERDS BUSH, Millionaires 
Formerly Wm. Morris Office Empire (S) 6 Can Wenle 
Now associated with Jane Johnnie Lawson 3 
EDDIE SMITH 
KKO Bldg., Suite 902 i 
Plaza 73-7254 Cabaret Bills 
Allen & Nobles YOUNGSTOWN 
Kajar Palace (I) 13-15 NEW YORK CITY 
Doris Patts Co Larry Clinton Ore 
Munro & Adams Nellie Lutcher 
CAMDEN Pat Henning Bagateiie | Bruce Mapes Jr 
Towers (1) 10-12 Lewis & Van Dorothy Koss Dick Price 
The Freddys CANADA Jilla Webb Tony Bavaar 
Rex Reagan EAST HAMPTON | Striders Michael Meehan 
T & R Rafferty Granada (1) 6 Jack Corlies Bill Knapp 
Fielder & Harriet 3 Karloffs | Blue Angel Hotel Pierre 
Ralph & Lorraine P O'Farrell Co Hayes Gordon Artini & Consuelo 
CHICAGO | Jenny Hayes | Louise Howard hetty Jane Watson 
Chicago (P) 8 George August Stan Freeman Stanley Melba Ore 
| Rose yin? Ralph Lane Ore 
| Herman Chittison 3 
BRITAIN | Martha Wright | sige 
r Bop City Salvatore Gioe Ore 
ASTON _ Agnette & Sylvio Billy Eckstine ' Mark Monte Ore 
Hippodrome (1) 6 FINSBURY PARK | © Barnet Ore | Payson Re Orc 
Bartlett & Massey Empire (M) 6 | Jackson 3 | Nveola Matthey Or 
Hope & Ray | Kizma & Karen | Cafe James Hiofel Roosevelt 


Craig & Voyle | Sam Costa 


Joe Kerr | A Kay & Gloria 
Billy Day | Jon Pertwee 
Adrian & Spero | Boy Andro 
Nat Hope | Doreen. Harris 
Ringle Bros & Scott & Foster 
Renee | 7 Ashtons 
BIRMINGHAM 3 Jokers 
Hippodrome (M) 6 Baro & Rogers 
« He Elliott | GLASGOW 
Gertie Gitana } Empire (M) 6 
Filla Shields | Danny Kaye 
luity Morris | Skyrockets Ore 


Kiandolph Sutton | 3 Dunhills 


Telbot O’Farrell | Bill Kerr 
Kitly Danvers F Evers & Jackson 
Struthard | Rob Murray 
Sereno & Jay | GRIMSBY 
BRADFORD | Palace (i) 6 
Alhambra (M) 6 Primo Scala 
Syd Amoy Dennis Lawes 
Vera Lynn Vie Ray Duo 
& Adairs | Swan & Leigh 
David Poole | Jimmy Robins 
Laurie Watson Tony Walsh 
Olsen & Sea Lion | Skating Tuphoons 
Yale & Diane | HACKNEY 
Moran & Elof | Empire (S) 6 
George Meaton | F Mendelssohn 
BRIGHTON | Hawaiian 
Hippodrome (M) 6 Serenaders 
Tess & Bill Iris Sadler 
Billy Cotton Bd Johnson Clark 
‘Tess O'Shea | Billington 
3 Hotleys | Hal Mack Co 
Joe Black | Caryll & Mundy 
Alan Clive 
Co. per Twins Empire (M) 6 
Havition & Vassi Flack & Lucas 
BRISTOL Harpo Marx 
Empire (I) 6 B Lloyd & Betiv 
Svc Seymour Bad | Arthur Worsley 
Consiance Evans | Tionel King 
Curtis & Lavoie 2 Laconas 
Barbara Leigh | Harry Bailey 
David Williams LEICESTER 
Adele Speedacs Palace (S) 6 
Madhatters Bd | Bartlett & Ross 
Danny Dray Cliff Sherlock 
Seymour Lovlies Douglas Harris 
CARDIFF Billy Wells 
New (S) 6 | 2 Matelocks 
Herschel Henlere LINCOLN 
Kaves’ Pekinese Royal (l) 6 
Clifford Stanton Lee Brooklyn 
Hvida Baker Mike Howe 
F Marx & Iris | Krank Formby 
CHISWICK 4 O’Keefe Sis 
Empire (‘(S) 6 N & V Monroe 
Jimmy James FPesgy Stone 
Gladys Hay LONDON 
H Carrol & Ross Palladium (M) ¢ 
Donald B Stuart Allan Jones 
3 LeRoys Irene Hervey 
2 Plavbovs Borrah Minevitch 
Dunean’s Collies Harmonica Rascals 
DERBY | Joy Nichols 
Grand (S) 6 | Larry Griswald 
Nat Jackley Glenns 
Costello Twins George Riley 
Marianne Lincoln Helene Helier 


Jack Francois Jack Stanford 
Armand & Anita | Dick Henderson 
EDINBURGH | Olga Varona 
Empire (M) 6 Maurice French 
Jack Radcliffe | Eva May Wong 
Ben Yost Co j MANCHESTER 


| Hippodrome (S) 6 
| Charlie Kunz 
Leo Fuld 


Mervyn Saunders 
Jacqueline Dunbar 
leo Norman 


| Sheila Barrett 
| Amy Andrews 
| Jack Marlin 


| Gordon Andrews 


Three Suns 

Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel St Regis 

Laszlo & Pepito 


Johnny Nazzaro M Shaw Ore 

| Cave Society Hotel Statier 

| Irwin Corey | Eddy Howard Ore 
Juanita Hall Hotel Taft 

| Geo Shearing Ore Vincent Lopez Ore 
| China Doli Iceland 


| Kanazawa Troupe 


Danny Lewis 
| Jadine & Jackie 5 can 


Harlan Dixon 


Mei Ling Eddie Nelson 
Pupi Campo Ore Harry Forrest 
Jose Curbello Ore! Perry Mavo 
Line (7) Morris Lloyd 
Florence Ahn Line 
Wong Sisters Jack Palmer Ore 

Copacabana Latin Quarter 
Martin & Lewis Mel Torme 
Raye & Naldi Don Tannen 


Eileen Barton 


Flovence & 
Penny Carroll ; 


Frederic 


Jack Cassidy Je i 

M4 , Jacqueline Hurley 
7 Pci Ore Don Saxon 
Alvares Ore Art Waner O 
Ramona Lang B Harlow Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Pearl Bailey Le Coq Rouge 
Lucienne & Ashour OSear Calvet Ore 
Gil Lamb Jack Towne Ore 
W C Handy Le Ruban Bleu 
| Jack Gansert Michael Brown 
Billy Banks Bibi Osterwald 
Chora! Sextet 3 Riffs 
H Sandler Ore Kirkwood & 
Alvarez Mera io ng : 
. ‘ NO a art 2 
Juenger Ballet Line Leon & Eddie's 
El Chico Eddie Davis 


Rios 


Rosita Marion Powers 


Daimiron & Tahja 

Chapuseaux Gray & Hess 
Tina Ramirez Frances White 
Los Guaracheros Angie Bond Trio 
Vizeaino Ore Art Waner Ore 

Havana-Madrid Danny Sullivan 
Bob & Larry Leslie Shepard Line 
Raquel & Rolando No 1 Fiitth Ave 
Kenneth Buffet Fletcher & Sheidy 
Mildred Ray Line Nancy Andrews _ 
Trini Reves Alan Ross 
Sacasas Ore Bob Downey 
Pancho Orc Hazel Webster 
Hotel Ambassador Harold Fonville 
Fred Oliver Ore Old Knick 
William Adler Ore Gene Barry 
William Scotti Paul Killiam 


Hotel Astcr Cloris Leachman 


Carmen Cavallaro O Bob Mc\Menimen 
Hotel Belmont-Plaza John Silver 
Noble & King Gloria Manning 
Burns’ Birds Al Cooper Or« 
Eddie Stone Ore Old Roumanian 
Castellanos Ore Sadie Banks 
Hotel Biltmore Bob Fitzgerald 
Jack Edwards Ore Carmen Montoya 
K Duffy Dners Mickey Freeman 
Harold Nagel Ore Joanne Florio 
Hotel Edison Joe LaPorte Or« 
Henry Jerome Ore D Aquila Ore 
Hote! New Yorker Penthouse 
Nat Brandwynne Gloria Benson 
Ore Biliy Tabbert 
Johnny Flannagan Kurt Maier 
Mona McDonald Riviera 
Joan Walden Tony Martin 
Aileen Graff M & G Champi 
Elouise Christiana Jack Carter 


Barbara Frazier Judd Lynne 


Jeff Clay Jimmy Carroll 

Walter Nye Ore |! Bob Grant Ore 

Ralph Funt Ore Panchito Orc 
Savannah Village Barn 


Mike Riley Ore 
Eileen & Carver 


Billy Daniels 
Teddy Hales 


DePaur & Toulag Piute Pete 
Manhattan Paul Village Vanguard 
Ida James Josh White 
Ruth Mason |} Josephine Premice 


Marian Bruce 
C Williams 
Cyril Haines 3 


Pauline Bryant 
Shotsie Davis 
Rosetta Davis 


Estrelita Waldorf-Astoria 
Lucille Dixon Ore Eddy Duchin Ore 
Versailles | Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk “Skating Circus” 
Eloise Kirk Betty Atkinson 
Nancy Bell Charles Hain 
Cody Sandiser Wonder Wheelers 
Snuffy Klaus Brinckmann Sis 
Harold Tomlin Skating Blvdears 
Bobby Peters Orc Charles & Lucille 
Blackstone —_ Raiions 
Lena Horne erry Mapes 
D. La Salle Ore 42) ; G, & B_ Du Ray 
Chez Paree ner a 
Tony Martin euUcGYy NUS 
—_ Baylos Palmer House 
Chez Paree Bar« lay Allen O 
Adorables r & S De Marco 
spats , Marearet Phelan 
J Rodriquez Ore inne to &iD 
C Davidson O GD Sherman Hotel 
Manor & Mignon Sarry flail 
Pann Merryman Bill Snyder Ore 
Helsings “Salute to Rodgers 
Al Morgan | & Hammerstein” 
Suzanne King Honey Dreamers 
Johnny O’Leary Ralph Sterling 
Billy Chandler Ore | john Kriza 
Hotel Bismarck Ruth Ann Koesun 


Cass Franklin Eric Braun 


Monica Moore Silver Frolics 
Toni Gauer Day Dawn & 

J Brewer Ore Dusk 

H Edgewater Beach Joe E. Ross 
Buddy Morino Orc Evelyn Terry 
Marianne Fedele Bud Prentice Ore 
Preston Lambert Vine Gardens 
D Hild Dancers (6) Lind Bros (3) 
Charlie Carts Mickey Sharp 

Di Gitanos (2) Velma Sherry 
The Carltons (2) Mel Cole Ore 

Hotel Stevens Pancho Ore 


——— 





as 
Cons | 


Pros and 





ee Continued from page Co ———— 


ing. however, Branch’ Rickey, 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ prexy, took the 
floor to reaffirm his conviction that 
TV is presently not hurting the 
gate and eventually will help it via 
building new fans. Rickey main- 
tained the Dodgers were grossing 
more this year than ever before. 
Consensus among the writers was 
that the relatively poor boxoffice 
showings being made by other 
N. Y. teams, despite their first 
place positions, could be attributed 
and promotion, 


to poor publicity 
rather than to tele. 
Illustrative of the pro-TV_ con- 


tingent is Madison Square Garden 
prez Gen. John Reed Kilpatrick. 
He believes tele will benefit those 
sports on which it can do a good 
coverage job, pointing specifically 
to the way TV has revived interest 
of fans in the roller derbies and 


wrestling and has reacted well on | 


| basketball, football and_ baseball. 
Hockey is not too good, Kilpatrick 
thinks, because the puck is so hard 
for the cameras to follow. He 
| maintains that a number of factors 

jin addition to tele can hurt the 

' gate, such as weather. 

| 

| Kilpatrick’s O. & J. 0.0. 

Indianapolis, June 7. 


Madison Sq. Garden prez Gen. 


John Reed Kilpatrick is due in 
Indianapolis today (Tues.) to 
{huddle with Olsen & Johnson, 


whose show is now playing here. 

Comedians are slated to bring 
the show into the Garden June 27, 
a day ahead of their debut in the 
new _ Buick-sponsored television 
program, which takes over the 
Tuesday night at 8 slot on NBC-TV 
being vacated by Milton Berle’s 
“Texaco Star Theatre.” 


Kites, Wrestiing Slump, 


Promoters Blame Video 
| Boston, June 7. 
| Hub boxing and wrestling pro- 
moters have begun to feel the 
pinch of improved video pictures 
and as a result want no more tele- 
vising of their events unless house 
is sold out in advance. Walter 
Brown, manager of Hub’s Arena 
and Garden and Paul Bowser, 
local wrestling impresario, state 
that their gate is being hurt and 
have banned all future pickups. 


Both admit that the advent of 
video hypoed = attendance and 
brought out new patrons for a 
while, but now that engineering 
difficulties have been ironed out 


to a great degree, patronage has 
fallen off to an alarming extent. 
even the most faithful fans elect- 
ing to watch the fights from a com- 
fortable arm chair or bar stool. 

On the other side of the fence. 
however, baseball attendance has 
not been hurt, with figures run- 
ning ahead of last year’s boft fig- 
ures. Although both teams are 
pennant contenders, consensus of 
opinion seems to be that inade- 
quacy of baseball video coverage 
has brought many new fans to ball 
parks to see what they miss on 
video screen. 
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Paris Gyp ‘N’ Take 


Continued from page 2 








surcharges as 100 francs (30c.) for 
the cake of soap which Yank tour- 
‘ists expect to come automatically 
with their accommodations, espe- 
cially since there’s an automatic 
15% surcharge for “service” 
all de luxe hotel bills. 

In 1947 and 1948, the aver- 
age hep American tourist trav- 
eled with 300-400 pounds of pack- 
aged foodstuffs, particularly to 
England (soap, candy, canned fruit 
juices, concentrated milk, Nescafe 
and kindred type coffee, etc.). It 
was usually as a generous gesture 
friends in Britain. But it 
was found that, even then, the 
Continent was bountiful, “provid 
ing you had money and didn’t get 
too technical about local rationing 
restrictions.” 


to 


The same austerity obtains today 
in London, perhaps even more so, 
but the French, for all their natu- 
ral resources, seem to have thrown 
their consciences away as regards 
hotel tariffs, restaurant scales, and 


the like. French hotel controls 
went off last October, and it’s not 
sufficient excuse for seasoned 


American globetrotters when the 
managing directors tell them, “But 
it is not our fault, Monsieur; the 
board of directors did this over our 
and all we are trying to 
do make sure that at least old 
friends like you, Monsieur, are al- 
wavs taken care of,” ete. 

That “always taken care of” 
supposed to be the antidote to the 
financial rap. And some Broadway 
and Hollywood folk suspect it also 
has a connotation of caution that 
if you gripe too much maybe you 
won't “always be taken care of.” 
There are instances of $30 suites 
having mounted to $75 a day, and 
the like ratio for singles. 
Vanderbilt, Jr., VA 
RIETY’S roving European corre- 
spondent, cites the case of the 
Hotel Meurice where, with his wife 
having 102 temperature, he was 
raised 10,000 francs ($30) a day 
for his room; he doesn’t say rooms, 
nor does he indicate what was 
the basic fee, which certainly must 
have been an item, considering a 
class hostelry like the Meurice. 
The reason given was the “PMC 
is here, you know,” meaning the 
Prime Ministers Council. (And 
when a Vanderbilt can’t afford it, 
who can?—Ed. ) 


heads 


IS 


is 


Cornelius 





‘Anniversary’ Gag 
Paris, June 2. 

Making hay while the tourist 
dollars shines, two of Paris’ best 
known restaurants are promoting 
| business via “anniversary” celebra- 
tions. Both are trying to alleviate 
by this publicity the high-cost-of- 
living beef which the deluxe ho- 
tels and eateries are getting for 
Paris and for all of France. 

Squawks have become so general 
that French tourist minister Henri 
Ingrand had to acknowledge it dur- 
ing the French Tourism Congress, 
which just closed in Vichy. 

Tops for the anni celebrants is 
the Tour d’Argent on the Left 
Bank, which is run by Claude Ter- 
rail. Specialite de la maison is 
duck, with every client getting a 
souvenir card showing the number 
of the duck he ordered. Restau- 
rant made a special event out of 
the serving of the 200,000th duck 


last weekend (30) with music, 
dancing and entertainment, which 
is unusual for this gourmet’s 
shrine. 


Other eatery is the very Parisian 
Maxim's, a property of the Beau- 
dables, just back from the U. 
It’s more the atmosphere than the 
food that counts in this spot, with 
its mementos of Paris’ former 
sporty days. The restaurant’s anni 
celebration is taking the shape of 
a four-day (May 31-June 3) series 
of gala dinners at $15 per plate. 
Spot is taking advantage of what’s 
currently left of the tourist dollar 
to commemorate its 50th birthday. 
although this party is really taking 
place six years late. 





Tourists Bureau Worried 
French Tourist 
dry key cities, notably in Amer- 


ica, are plenty concerned, since 
they have done an intensive pgst- 
war job propagating France’s 


gaiety, hospitality, cuisine. vintages 
and luxuries. None knows better 
than they that, of all foreigners, the 
Americans are 
Francophiles. 


“We certainly want Americans 
jto come back from Paris a bunch 


on- 


S. | 


Bureaus in sun-! 


the most ardent | 


es 














of boosters, not beefers,’ 
| frankly. 

There is much cross-querying go. 
ing on now with Paris authorities 
because it is anticipated that the 
August season in Cannes wij] cre- 
ate further ill-will. There were 
many manifestations thereof last 
summer, with jazzed-up cancella. 
tions, due to some assistant man- 
agers and others accepting bribes 
and leaving many tourists out on 
a limb so far as the choice hostel- 
ries were concerned. It’s expected 
to be even more aggravated this 
August. 


’ they state 





| Palace Policy 4 
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page 1 — 


- 
siderable route at prices just on 
par with what was received at the 
Palace. Ordinarilly, acts might get 
more on out-of-town bookings, but 
inasmuch as theatres will have to 
pay travel expenses and assume the 
expense of reopening several 
houses at whatever deals can be 
made with the various craft unions. 
it’s felt that at the present time 
maximum salaries will be just 
about on a par with New York. 
Talent Must Decide 

Whether acts will go for this deal 
remains to be seen, but according 
to past performances, talent gen- 
erally will take a lower salary be- 
cause of prospects of steady work. 
This was proved during the lush 
war days when performers worked 
for a portion of their regular salary 
on USO-Camp Shows and are still 
doing it on Veterans Hospital Camp 
Shows. 

RKO is obligated to various craft 
unions, particularly some locals of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, which have been promised 
a minimum number of weeks dur- 
ing the year. With shortage of at- 
tractions, it’s believed that the cir- 


cuit has fallen behind their time- 
table of playdates and is anxious 
to play out the time with the 


Palace policy. 

Expansion of the Palace type of 
vaudeville was tried this week at 
the Oriental, Chicago, which put 
in an eight act bill with performers 
like Gus Van, Joe. Termini and 
others. While gross wasn’t sensa- 
tional the profit was big in com- 
| parison to the overall show costs. 


Other New York houses are 
studying results. Mage Associates, 
whicn operates the _  Laffmovie 


houses, is mulling a ‘Palace policy” 
for the Laffmovie, Boston, formerly 
the old Normandie where B. F. 
Keith first played vaude in the 
Hub. The Hippodrome, Baltimore, 
is attempting to get a bill with 
Palace performers, and major as 
well as indie circuits will make up 
their mind in direction of vaude 
if the policy continues to pay off 
during the summer dog days. 


RKO Brandeis, Omaha, Soon 
Omaha, June 7. 

Manager Art Caplane of the RKO 
Brandeis is prepping for vaude. 

Stage of the Brandeis is stand- 
ard 38 ft. opening and 85 overall 
with 46 ft. depth is ample for all 
of the uses of vaudeville or road- 
shows. The house, however, has 4 
limited seating capacity. In case 
of a vaudeville policy there are 
1.250 good seats. This eliminates 
the top gallery with 500 capacity. 
House is old-style roadshow setup 
with separate entrance for gallery 
but building is in excellent condi- 
tion. 

Vaude news was received here 
with enthusiasm. Omaha still has 
a sizeable segment of population 
which hasn’t forgotten the halcyon 
days of Martin Beck’s old two-a- 
day Orpheum which was one of the 
best grossers on the circuit day 10 
and out. 

Bandshows are taking it on the 
chin here. Public seems to be tr- 
ing of the band group with emcee, 
plus a couple of acts. 

Fox, Detroit, Vaudfilm 
Detroit, June 7. 

The Fox begins a summer stage 
show policy this month, when Da- 
vid M. Idzal, managing director, 
brings in the Frankie Carle oF 
chestra for a week beginning June 
24. The Mills Bros. will be aD 
added attraction. 

Dick Contino, accordionist, and 
a unit of other Horace Heidt wit 
ners are set for July 16. Dennis 
Day and his stage show are sched- 
uled tor Aug. 12. 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Louis Prima Orch (15) with 


| who interpolates his Hollywood | 
‘impressions, while doing some ten- 


Keely Smith, Amazing Mr. Ballan- | Dis ball juggling, registers. 
& 


tine, Vic Adio; “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par), reviewed in Va- 
nieTY, April 13, °49. 


fact that 





The the Paramount 


show has less than usual com-| 
plement of acts doesn’t detract 
from the overall value. Previous| 
show collapsed and current layout | 


was rushed in hurriedly. 
Sparking the proceedings is 
Louis Prima, energetic maestro 


and one of the top comedy band-| 


leaders. Prima has the knack of in- 
fusing humor into everything he 
does, whether in a novelty tune 
or among the items that have be- 
come classics in his repertoire. 
However, he makes a mistake at 
this house in relying too much on 
the Italian stuff. There are cer- 
tain numbers that he does, such 
as “Marie,” “Butcher Boy” and 
“Angelina,” in which the non-Ital- 
jans can grasp the meaning of 


his tunes despite the language bar- | 
rier, but it’s a different matter to) 


build up to a punch and then de- 
liver the climax in Italian, thus 
leaving most of the customers be- 
wildered. Despite this, Prima is a 
good entertainer and delivers plen- 
ty sock entertainment. 

The Amazing Mr. Ballantine is a 
comedy magico with a superior line 
of snafued tricks. His satire on 
necromancers' produces _ topflight 
humor. He doesn’t complete a sin- 
gle trick, nor is it necessary. He 
has some cute twists that make his 


turn one of the best of its type. | 


Other act in the layout is Vic & 
Adio, a Brazilian import, discussed 
under New Acts. Completing the 
roster is Keely Smith, who does a 
hillbilly number and a novelty tune 
with Prima. Her pipes are pass- 
able. Jose. 


Apollo, N. Y. 


Dizzy Gillespie Orch (15) with 
Johnny Hartman, Joe Carroll; 
Savannah Churchill & the King 
Odum (4); Arthur La Fleur, 3 
Brown Buddies, “Pigmeat” Mark- 
ham & Co.; “Violence” (Mono). 





Dizzy Gillespie, champion of be- 
bop, and Savannah Churchill— 
“queen of the blues’’—top an aver- 
age bill at the Apollo this week. 
With four rhythm, five reed and 
six brass, the band stays in a con- 
ventional hot groove. Accenting the 
bop motif, it puts “Lover Come 
Back to Me” through the wringer, 
followed by “Manteca.” Latter is 
dressed up by Gillespie’s own an- 


tics while the tune also cuts the} 


drummer in for a neat stint. 

Orch, which gets the layout off 
to a fast start, also spots vocalist 
Johnny Hartman in a brace of 
numbers. His delivery is rather 
wooden on “Again,” but bounces 
back with an okay “That Old Black 
Magic.” Warbler Joe Carroll’s bop 
chanting finds an avid audience. 
Solid in its own medium, Gille- 
spie’s crew also backs the show in 
acceptable fashion. 

Long a_ recording fave, the 
throaty-voiced Miss Churchill regis- 
ters. Tall and buxom, she handles 
four tunes, accompanied by the 
King Odum quartet. Latter, com- 
egg: bass, guitar and two war- 

lers, supply a well-balanced back- 
ane to the songstress’ chirping. 

he sells her numbers well, but 


misses a chance to win still strong- | 
er returns by not doing at least | 


one ballad in the top 10. 

Three Brown Buddies, vet terp- 
ing trio, open with some challenge 
stuff, then shift to stepping in uni- 
son. Routines aren’t particularly 
original. However, the boys show 
plenty of energy. Close to a fair 
salvo. Billed as “The Human Top,” 
the ofay Arthur La Fleur has had 
a standard act for more than 25 
years. He precedes his “main 
event” with a few manipulations 
on the flying rings. For the climax, 
he suspends himself bv the teeth 
from a swivel in mid-air. Where- 
upon he rotates at varying speeds 
for a good reception. 

Rounding out the sesh, are “Pig- 
meat” Markham & Co., who click, 
per usual, in the house’s standard 
comedy blackouts. Gilb. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, June 2. 

Sensationalists (3), Stagg Me- 
Mann Trio, Billy Rayes, June 
Christy, Ross Wyse, Jr., & Peggy 
Womack, Gus Van, Joe Termini, 
Orantos (3), Carl Sands Orch; 
“Massacre River” (Col). 





Attempt to emulate the N. Y. 
Palace policy of straight vaude bill 
of eight acts comes off very well. 

hile perhaps there are not as 
Many vaude fans in this area as in 

. Y., theatre was comfortabiy 
filled spening day. 

Sensationalists make a flashy 
opener. Gal and two male partners 
hoid attention with toe-hold roller 
skating spins. Stagg McMann Trio 
8arner neat returns for harmonica 
renditions of “Dance of the Hours” 
and “My Devotion.” Billy Rayes, 


Perhaps June Christy might 
seem an anomaly in this lineup of 
standard acts, but slick-looking lass 
scores with the younger trade on 
“Lullaby in Rhythm,” “Willow 
Weep For Me,” “How High the 
Moon,” in bop fashion, and winds 
with sock “They Didn’t Believe | 
Me” for happy returns. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., and Peggy Wo- 
mack open second half of bill, with | 
comic and lanky partner scoring 
with their adagio and jitterbug 
dancing, pointed up with clown- 
antics. 


Gus Van clicks with flashbacks 


|; to the tunes that he and his late) 


partner, Joe Schenck, introduced 
years ago. Flurries of applause 
greet “Waiting For the Robert E. 
Lee,” “At Sundown,” “Wonder 
What Became of Sally,” and “That 
Old Gang of Mine.” Van still holds 
his rep as one of top dialect sing- 
ers and finales with a special bit 
about the income taxes for solid 
returns. 

Joe Termini comes close to steal- 
ing the show with his facial panto- 


| mime, which rocks the audience as 


he and the electric violin, guitar, 
and zither that he plays comes to! 
odds. The Orantos (3) are a fine 
handbalancing team who would 
have registered stronger in a bet-| 
ter spot, but nevertheless get hefty 
applause for stint on 24-foot shoul- 
der pole. Will Harris, producer, 
also does an expert job. Zabe. 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 
Buck & Bubbles, The Rudells 
(3), Rockettes, M. H. Ballet, M. H. 
Glee Club, M. H. Symphony; “Ed- 
ward, My Son” (M-G), reviewed in 
VARIETY March 9, ’49. 





Always imaginative, Leon Leoni- 
doff has surpassed himself in the 
quantities of imagination he has in- 
jected into the Music Hall’s cur- 
rent show. Top item on this score | 
is a “Sawing a Woman in Half” | 
routine, which achieves a wonder- 
fully whimsical and humorous ef- 


| fect by use of luminescent cos- 


tumes. Following the sawing of 
four boxes simultaneously, four | 
gals pop forth in costumes, mak- | 
ing them visible only from the 
waist down. Then four more come | 
out, visible only from th waist up. | 
|It gives an opportunity for some 
| tricky terping. 
Another item in which Leonidoff 
cleverly uses his vast facilities and 
| personnel is the finale in which the | 
company forms a_ paddlewheeled | 
steamboat by piecing 


‘front of it, by a combination of | 
lighting and action, give a very in-| 
| teresting effect of rippling water. | 

Ballet is well-used, too, in a. 
|playing-card routine. Girls do a | 
|peekaboo business behind huge | 
cards and are cleverly dressed by 
Billy Livingston in costumes resem- | 
| bling piaying card characters. Do- 
ing a semi-humorous specialty in | 
this setting are Fernand Nault, Ge- | 
nia Melnitchenko, and Norman 
| Thompson. Norman Wyatt narrates | 
special lyrics written by the Music | 
Hall’s poet laureate, Ai Stillman. | 
As a matter of fact, Stillman verse | 
is used pretty much throughout | 
_to carry through the minstrel show 
theme. 

Buck & Bubbles and The Rudells 
top the imported turns and both 
are first-rate. The pair of Negro 
comics click just as successfully in 
the vast and sometimes stuffy at- 
mosphere of the Music Hall as they 
do with their familiar material at 
|Harlem’s Apollo and the niteries. 
| Rudells is a trompoline act with 
|two guys and a gal bouncing off 
| the canvas. It’s tops in this type 
|turn for both technique and com- 
_edy effects. Herb. 
| acces apni 
Palomar. Seattle 


Seattle, June 1. 
| Pheby Sisters (2), Gil Johnson, 
Lane & Norvell, Tony Karloff, 3 
Gay Blades, Ray Watkins House 
Orch (6). “The Setup” (RKO) and 
| “Song of India” (Rep). 

The Three Gay Blades, replete 
with handlebar mustaches and nos- 
talgic songs tops bill, and their 
harmonizing of such _ nostalgic 
|items as “Bird in a Gilded Cage,” 
“IT Want a Girl” and calliope im- 
presh gets solid response, with 
audience reluctant to let them go. 

Tony Karloff, who doubles as 
emcee, scores with impersonation 
routine, with carbons of Pat 
O’Brien as Knute Rockne, Peter 
Lorre, Monte Woolley and Charles 
Laughton among his best. 

Gil Johnson taps a la Bill Rob- 
inson, interspersing with patter for 
nice results. 

Pheby Sisters open with instru- 
mental and vocal numbers. Lane 
and Norvell do nicely in acro and 
adagio routines, with femme scor- 
ing with some difficult turns. 

Ray Watkins band backs acts 
with usual efficiency. Reed. 





| tences. 


together | 
lighted panels. As the boat moves | 
across the stage, the Rockettes in| 


Palace, N. Y. 

The Danwoods (3), Don Henry 
Trio, Fanny & Kitty Watson, Bob 
Hammond's Birds, Moke & Poke, 
Herman Hyde & Co. (2), The 


Appletons (3), Wally Brown, Tom ' 


Barrett, Don Albert Orch.; “The 
Judge Steps Out” (RKO), re- 
viewed in Variety May 11. 





Vaudeville at the Palace shows | 


no dimunition in 
third week of the revival at this 
former Broadway stronghold of the 
two-a-day. It has its spotty mo- 
ments in the mixture of the old 
with the new, but, by and large, 
it’s an entertaining, playable pro- 
gram. 

For the sentimentalists who re- 
call vaude’s heyday, there are 
Fanny and Kitty Watson, plus Her- 
men Hyde with his breakaway 
musical instruments. Tom Barrett 
is this week’s “extra” oldtimer, in 
line with the house policy of re- 
peating one who had appeared at 
the Palace during the two-a-day at 
that house. 


The two-sister Watson team has 
hardly changed over the years. 
They manage to get laughs from 
the nostalgics with their crossfire 
of gags. They’re not for the newer 
generation, of course, but a glance 
around the Palace finds that the 
revival of vaude is bringing in the 
older generation, which insures a 
sock salvo for Fanny and Kitty 
Watson. 


Herman Hyde, with a _ blonde 
stooge, hasn’t changed a piece of 
business through the years. As 
was pointed up years ago by at 
least one VARIETY mugg, he’s got 
to soap it for the family time, but 
he got plenty of laughs at show 
caught. 

Moke and Poke, colored dancing 
pair, click with their fast hoofing, 
while The Appletons (3), do nicely 
in a two-woman, one-man Apache 
act. The opening turn, the Dan- 
woods (3), plus Bob Hammond's 
Birds and the Don Henry Trio, are 
reviewed under New Acts. 

Wally Brown is the closing act 
with his patter. He goes over. He 
still depends on a running line 
where he fails to finish his sen- 
Mueh of his act is com- 
prised of weather-beaten gags, but 
he has a likeable personality and 
manner of presentation. 

Tom Barrett, the 79-year-old who 


follows Brown as the unbilled “ex- | 


tra,” amazes with his surprising 
agility in a few dance steps. 


Don Albé@rt, an old hand at play- | 


ing in the pit, still evidences his 
ability at batoning a show such as 
this with all its complicated cues. 

They were standing ’em up at 


the last show opening ie ae ie 
’s theatre | 


gives Sol Schwartz, RK 
veepee and the main force behind 


the vaude revival, a continuing op- | 
portunity to thumb his nose at the 


skeptics. Kahn. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, June 2. 
Dick Contino, Jeannine Miester 


New 


HAYES GORDON & MARTHA 
WRIGHT 
Songs 
14 Mins. 
|Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Hayes Gordon and Martha 
Wright, two accomplished singles, 


interest in the; have merged talents to effect a 


turn which promises to be a smart 
singing act which can work chichi 
and mass spots alike. 
recently booked as singles at the 
One Fifth Avenue Club, N. Y. 
Indulging in some vocal doodles, 
twosome reveals that a combine 
can enhance stature as enteriain- 


ers and increase current market 
values. 
Gordon is a polished baritone 


with legit musicomedy background, 
and Miss Wright has been making 
considerable headway with her 
cafe work. Both voices are in- 
dividually good and together they 
produce excellent harmonic re- 
sults that are surefire audience 
material. Material is somewhat 
off the beaten path. They open 
with a version of ‘“Wonderbar” in 
which they fight for the solo spots. 
This makes for a logical continua- 
tion into tunes in which they can 
insult each other. They drop this 
attitude to go into a “South Paci- 
fic’’ medley which gives them a 
melodie peak. In addition, they’ve 
some novelty numbers from musi- 
cals which command attention. 


Besides its vocal excellence, 
team makes a good appearance. 


Jose. 
EILEEN BARTON 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Copacabana, N. Y. 
Eileen Barton, though still a 


youngster, has had considerable ex- 
perience in the varieties, in radio 
and on the platters, though this is 
her debut for the New Acts files. 
She’s a personable songstress in 
the rhythm idom and, as such, okay 
for theatres and cafes. 

Miss Barton has a common weak- 
ness among rhythm singers and 
that is in selling an especially slow 
ballad. That goes particularly for 
her vocalizing of “Some Enchanted 
Evening,” in which she fails to 
achieve the proper phrasing or 
shading. And she should forego 
any tendency towards a blue lyric, 
as in ““Yak-A-Puk,” since her youth- 
ful, bubbling type of personality is 
not suited to such material, even 
for a cafe. 
for a rhythm lyric, and knows how 
to put it over. Kahn. 


by Contino. Gals are young and 
loaded with personality. 

Contino was generous with his 
|accordion tunes, most of them) 
| known by his recordings and air- | 
|ings. Opens with his special ‘‘Lady 
|of Spain,” then an excellent treat- 
ment to “Twilight,” “Come Back | 
/to Sorrento,” “Canadian Capers,” 


& Eddie Krieg, Lu Ann Sims, Tom- “Czardas,” and “Sunrise Serenade.” | 


my Check, Mystery 4, Pepperettes, 





Does a neat job of emceeing the | 


Contino Orch (6); “Man of Evil” show, and gets the acts on and off, 
CD), | with a minimum of chatter. 
| Colorful production number 


New unit headed by Dick Con- 
tino, accordionist, and _ selected 
group of acts picked from Horace 
Heidt talent hunt, shapes as bright, | 
fast vaude fare, and goes over big. 
Talent is young and fresh, some) 
of them appearing to be teenagers. 

Contino is a handsome chap, and 
makes his entry to a good recep- | 
tion, backed by a six-piece orch, | 
consisting of piano, drums, bass, | 
sax, trombone and trumpet. Combo 
sounds slightly thin at times, to! 
audiences accustomed to 16-piece | 
bands, but they are plenty hep, and 


closes show, with all the young- 
sters taking part in an Italian folk 


‘dance, ‘‘Tarantella.” 


Swell stage siiow, and a credit 


‘to Horace Heidt and Dick Contino 


on all counts. Biz was slow, due 
to local bus strike, which affected 
all houses in town. Wied. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, June 5. 
Burke & Hallo, The Cords (2), 


Artie Dann, Dick Haymes, Jo Lom- 
bardi House Orch (12); “L6 Fath- 


give neat support to the turns. oms Deep” (Col). 


Opener, Jeannine Miester & Ed- | 


die Krieg. ballroom team, are 
obviously beginners, but do the 
standard lifts, spins, and the like 
with ease. Next on is Mystery Four, 
who have a zany hillbilly routine 
which clicks. 
an improvised bass made from a 
venetian blind cord, and pther 
chaps play guitars and one gets 
rhythm from a jug. Comedy is 
their forte, and they score with 
clowning and playing “Mountain 


| 


Music,” “49 Women” and “Mama 


Don’t ’low.” 

Youthful vocalist, Lu Ann Sims, 
is cute, and does nicely with styl- 
ized versions of “Someone Like 
You” and “I May Be Wrong.” Tom- 
my Check, nine-year-old drummer, 
is a natural for audience appre- 
ciation. Lad gets down to work 
with the traps, backed by the Con- 
tino sextet. Then offers a brief 
sesh of tap dancing, which wins 
additional applause. Pianist for 
band, Gienn Pickett, from Hutch- 
inson, fills a solo spot with his 
boogie, which had youngsters in 
the audience jumping. 

Pepperettes. girl trio, click with 
harmonizing of “I Didn’t Know the 
Gun Was Loaded” and “Put Your 
Shoes On, Lucy.” Close with a 
straight vocal, more subdued, aided 





Current bill is a smooth-playing 
layout sparked by Dick Haymes in 
closing slot, and perked throughout 
by talents of the support acts. 
Backed by Jo Lombardi house orch 


Bass player plucks,on stage, show gets off to a snappy 


start via topflight hoofery by Burke 
and Hallo, mixed team of tapsters. 
Make fine spot for The Chords, 
smart-working twosome in impres- 
sions of bands and singers, which 
holds pace smartly. 

Artie Dann is a highly improved 
comic with good material and a 
sure way with a gag. Utilizes a 
parody built on his schnoz to good 


stead. Has been here before, but 
current stint stands up mightily 
against previous efforts. Earned 


maximum response on show caught. 

Haymes gets a knowing recep- 
tion on his entrance and scores 
strongly with vocals of “It’s a 
Great Big Wonderful World,” 
“Lazy,” a medley of current pops 
and for a clinching closer, “Old 
Man River.” Winds matters in 
solid fashion. 


Biz fair. Burm. 





The Winter Sisters, acrobatic 
dancing trio, were mistakenly re- 
ferred to last week as a twosome 
in the Capitol, N. Y., review. 





Pair were | 


But she has the feel | 


|in the presentation. 
| the standard kind of comedy for 
| turns of this type, namely the “un- 


Acts 


|STAN FREEMAN 


Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Blue Angel, N. Y. 

Stan Freeman is one of the more 
promising members of the new 
comedy crop. This singing pianist 
has material that hasn’t been 
around before. Some of his ver- 
biage is for higher IQ levels, but 
most of it can be exhibited in mass 
spots. 

Freeman still has a majorbowes 
approach in his work. His singing 
is far from polished and he has 
still to acquire professional mien. 
However, these are no drawbacks 
to his present desirability as a cafe 
comic inasmuch as his irregulari- 
ties enhance his status as a differ- 
ent comic. 

Freeman satirizes various types 
of tunes. He takes a melody and 
illustrates how various composers 
would have written the same song, 
does a Russ version of “Okla- 
homa!” and kids some of the more 
popular composers. His material 
is fresh and bright and he looks 
like he’ll become a vogue in a short 


while. Jose. 
VIC & ADIO oa 
Acro 
9 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Vic & Adio, Brazilian imports, 


are one of the better hand-to-hand 
balancing teams. Duo have some 
astounding lifts, several made from 
seemingly impossible positions. One 
of them, wherein the under stander 
pulls his partner upward from a 
sitting position while separated by 
a table, is merely the opening sam- 


| ple of their unusual gymnastics. 


The team imparts a degree of 
comedy in their work. One of the 
team has a scholarly mien with 
heavy-rimmed spectacles and uses 
that pose to get across some laughs. 
The pair work rapidly and get in 
some tricks rarely seen among this 
type act. They're okay for most 
visual media. Jose. 
BOB HAMMOND’S BIRDS 
10 Mins.: Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Bob Hammond's act of trained 
cockatoos is a good act for any 
“two” spot in theatres. The birds 
do such varied stunts as whirling 
on miniature bars, dousing a fire in 
a miniature building, counting by 
ringing bells, etc. They’re espe- 
cially good for the kids. 

Hammond, however, as pacer for 
the act, needs more showmanship 
The act has 


ruly” member of the troupe, and 
it’s always good for laughs.Kahn. 


DON HENRY TRIO 
Harmonica 

8 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Three-man team does the stand- 
ard stuff on the mouth-organ plus 
a takeoff on Spike Jones. The lat- 
ter, with a typical Jones make- 
shift instrument, including bal- 


| loons, induces some laughs. 


Okay for the vauderies. But the 
trio should be dressed more uni- 


formly. As is, they’re attired too 
loudly. Kahn. 
THE DANWOODS (3) 
Acrobatics 
8 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

The Danwoods, two-man, one- 


woman acrobatics, do the standard 
balancing and other stunts. They 
do it all okay but should speed it 
up and sell better. 

Okay for the family-time. Kahn. 














Skouras Choice | 


Continued from page 5 ===! 





man for the indies present, it had 
been widely suggested that Arnall 
be named to the vacancy in the 
U. S. delegation. 

As things now stand, it appears 
highly likely that the Council will 
be allowed to die. However, if a 
fourth man is appointed, he will 
probably be Spyros Skouras, 20th- 
Fox prez. Skouras has been highly 
active in trying to solve the British 
impasse. Other U. S. members 
are MPAA topper Eric Johnston, 
Metro chief Nicholas M. Schenck 
and Paramount president Barney 
Balaban. 

If the Council is permitted to ex- 
pire without further meetings, as 
is expected, it will be because of 
the opposition generated to the 
proposals it made at its April meet- 
ing in Washington for an Anglo- 
l S. accord. SIMPP led the 
squawks and Arnall and the Socie- 
ty’s counsel, Robert J. Rubin, have 
had two meetings with D. of J. 
execs to complain that the pro- 
posed agreément violated the Sher- 
man act. 
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Minimum of 11 Shows Likely To 
Play Broadway Thru the Summer 


Minimum of 11 shows will prob-+ 
ably play through the summer on 
Broadway. That’s three less than | 
spanned the hot months last year. 
However, if several of the uncer- 
tain entries also continue, the list 
this summer may equal or even 
top that of 1948. 

From recent indications business 
may be disappointing over the 
summer. Grosses, which had gen- 
erally been bettering the 1948 fig- 
ures, recently sagged, and for the 
last few weeks have been running 





below the level of last season. If 
that trend continues, the list of 
shows may even drop below ll. 


On the other hand, if there is a 
boxoffice spurt, some of the ques- 
tionable offerings may continue 
into the fall period. 


There are several unfavorable 
factors about this summer’s pros- 
pects for Broadway attendance. 
One is that general business con- 
ditions have deteriorated recently, 
with no improvement in immediate 
sight. Another is that legit oper- 
ating costs are somewhat higher 
than last year. From reports, the 
expected decrease of New Yorkers 
going away for vacations, so there 
may be more local theatregoers in 
town. But that is expected to be 
offset by a slump of tourist busi- 
ness from out-of-town. 


Light attendance on weekends, 
a boxoffice pattern during recent 
summers, has already begun to be 
felt again on Broadway, and it may 
become even more marked as the 
warmer weather arrives. That re- 
verses the tendency of the cool 
months, when bullish weekend 
trade provides the operating mar- 
gin for some shows. 

The current productions appar- 
ently set to span the summer are 
“As the Girls Go,” at the Winter 
Garden; “Death of a Salesman,” 
Morosco; “Detective Story,” Hud- 
son; “Goobye, My Fancy,” Fulton; 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,’’ Center; 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century; ‘‘Lend 
an Ear,” Broadhurst; “Mister Rob- 
erts,” Alvin; “‘South Pacific,’ Ma- 
jestic; “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore, and ‘“Where’s’ Char- 
ley?” St. James. 

Definitely slated to lay off from 
June 25 to Aug. 22 are “Anne of 
the Thousand Days,” Shubert, and 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,’ Belasco. 
Figured doubtful bets to continue 
over the summer are “Along Fifth 
Avenue,” Imperial; “At War With 
the Army,” Booth; “Born Yester- 
day,” Miller; “High Button Shoes,” 
Broadway, and “Two Blind Mice,” 
Cort. 

“Miss Liberty,”’ which premieres 
July 7 at the Imperial, will force 
“Along Fifth Avenue” out of that 
house, if it hasn’t already folded 
by then. ‘‘Liberty,” scheduled to 
open next Tues. (13) for a tryout 
run in Philadelphia. 


‘RECOMMENDED’ PACTS 





USED IN AUTHOR DEALS 


New “recommended” production 
contracts, approved yesterday 
(Tues.) by the Dramatists Guild, 
are already being used in author- 
producer deals for new shows. Re- 


vised contracts, replacing existing 
ones negotiated under the now-out- 
lawed Guild minimum basic agree- 
ment, will be drawn out from time 
to time as individual circumstances 
require. 

The “recommended” form pacts, 
containing the same general terms 
as the old but without referring to 
the basic agreement or providing 
for enforcement by the Guild, are 
in three categories covering dra- 
matic plays, dramatic-musicals and 
revues. They are understood to be 
somewhat simpler in language, as 
well as shorter than the old form 
contracts. 

Special membership meeting of 
the Guild will be held Wednesday 
of next week (15) at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., to explain the back- 
ground of the recent court decision 
nullifying the basic agreement and 
outline the present situation gov- 
erning author-producer dealings. 





‘Salesman’ for Dallas 
Dallas, June 7. 

Arthur Miller’s Pulitzer Prize 
play, “Death ofa Salesman,” is due 
here next season. No actual date 
announced. 

Company would be the Chicago 
group, now being readied. 





N. Y. Legit Reporters 
Call Selves ‘Drama Desk’, 


Organization of New York legit | 
reporters, formed two months ago, | 
decided this week to take the name 
Drama Desk. It was also voted to 
confine the membership to those 
who actually cover the legit beat 
(including critics who double as re- | 
porters), excluding gossip col-| 
umnists, copyreaders, makeup men, | 
etc. Luncheon meeting was held 
Monday (6) at Al & Dick’s Steak 
House, N. Y. 

Off-the-record talks by promi- 
nent figures in the legit field are 
to be a feature of future sessions, 
of which the next will be July 11. 





Sam Zolotow, of the N. Y. Times, 


presided at Monday’s meeting, 
with Robert Sylvester, of the N. Y. 


News, heading a heckling minority. | 


Mrs. Greg Davidson, who covers 
legit for VARIETY in Chicago, was 
a guest. 





Smaller Agcies. 
Used as Gyps 
By Bigger Outhts 


Evidence that some of the bigger 
and more reputable theatre ticket 
agencies have been using the 
smaller “gyp” outfits to carry out 
wholesale speculation in desirable 
seats to the top Broadway hits has 
been uncovered by N. Y. commis- 
sioner John M. Murtagh, it’s re- 
ported. The illegal practice has 
been carried out by means of “ex- 
changes,” according to members of 
the commissioner’s staff. 

That is the latest slant in Mur- 
tagh’s probe of ticket-scalping on 
Broadway. If the suspected com- 
plicity of some of the big agencies 
is conclusively shown by continued 
questioning of broker records, li- 
cense revocation proceedings will 
be brought against the top offices, 
the commissioners office indicates. 

Latest agency to come under 
Murtagh’s inquisitive eye is Acme, 
of which Michael Atlas and George 
Solitaire are the heads. 


the commissioner’s accountants, 
and Atlas has been questioned at 
some length. 
'for further inquiry. 

| Meanwhile the license of the 
‘John T. Ahearn agency was re- 
_voked yesterday (Tues.) by license 
commissioner Edward T. McCaf- 
fery. And Murtagh yesterday rec- 


/ommended the revocation of the li- 


'eense of the Louis Cohn agency 


| in the sale of tickets to “South 
Pacific,” “Death of a Salesman,” 


'“Detective Story” and “Kiss Me. | 


Kate.” 

According to the commissioner. 
Cohn’s books showed that he had 
sold 182 tickets to “South Pacific” 
for an average overcharge of about 
$7 apiece. The average illegal 
markup was about $5 for “Kate” 
tickets, $4.25 for “Salesman” tick- 
ets and $4 for “Detective” tickets. 
Murtagh said. 





| Wing’s ‘Brigadoon’ 


In Overseas Dates 


Something of a return to the old 
USO-Camp shows days is seen in 
the overseas booking of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing's hospital tabloid 
show, “Brigadoon.” Musical, which 
recently completed a tour of 30,000 
miles, playing 42 states in 120 hos- 
pitals, goes overseas next week un- 
der Army Special Services aegis. 
to play theatres in occupied terri- 
tory for four weeks. 

Most of the original 12 members 
will make the trip, including Shir- 
lee Dwyer, Bob Dwyer, Stuart Mac- 
Intosh, Henry C. Neslo, Michael 
Higgins, Thelma Fuller, Pat Rogers, 
Vie Smiley and Jeff Warren. Added 
are Henry Gresham, John Ander- 
son and Hugh Williamson. 

This is second hospital show to 
go abroad, other being the Wing's 
‘The Butter and Egg Man.” 





Mavor Moore, Canadian radio 
actor-producer afd author-direc- 
tor of the New Play Society, of the 
Museum theatre, Toronto, is cur- 
rently in New York on a radio as- 


Its books | 
and records are being studied by) 


He will be recalled | 


So Near, So Far 

Nat Karson, who designed 
the physical production for the 
Virginia State Theatre revival 
of “Hamlet” at Elsinore, went 
to Denmark several months in 
advance to look over the court- 
yard of the castle, where the 
performance will be given. 
When he left he hired several 
people to do research about 
types of costumes and armor 
in use around the time the 
Hamlet legend is supposed to 
have taken place. 

Back in New York the de- 
signer received a cable from 


his representatives, notifying 
him that Danish authorities 
said that the most complete 


and authentic data on the sub- 
jes was in the Metropolitan 
Museum, N. Y. 


Ballet Theatre Again 
Makes Offer of Tour 








| To Russia Anytime 


Russian Embassy, which last 
week turned down an offer of Bal- 


let Theatre to tour Russia this 
fall. on the grounds that it was too 
late to make bookings for the com- 
ing season, has been approached 
by BT again. On behalf of Blevins 
| Davis, who made the original of- 
fer, BT has written the Embassy, 
asking just when the Russians 
could take a visit of the American 
|danee troupe, stating that satisfac- 
‘tory arrangements could be made 
for any time. Davis is president 
of Ballet Theatre Foundation, BT’s 
sponsors. 


Davis is at present in Denmark, 


having gone there with an Equity 
troupe to stage a Virginia State 
Theatre Co. production of “Ham- 
let” at Elsinore. Davis is backing 
the venture, with the U. S. Army 
having flown the troupe abroad as 
a cultural goodwill token. Davis 
hed volunteered to back the Ballet 
Theatre visit to Russia for a 
month’s tour, at an estimated cost 
of $100,0000 for transportation, 
maintenance and salaries. It’s be- 
lieved now the cost would be much 
less, as it’s understood Davis 
planned to enlist aid of the Army 
to fly the dancers over: 











| Scalping Furor 


Continued from page 1 








opening, when it reached about 
$460,000. More or less’ similar 
situation is said to exist at “Kiss 
Me, Kate,” “Death of a Salesman,” 
“Detective Story’ and the lesser 
hits. 

| Mail orders for “Miss Liberty,” 
‘the Robert E. Sherwood-Irving 
Berlin musical which preems July 
| 7, has already reached about $250,- 
' 000, with the management hoping 
‘it will top $500,000 by opening 
night. But it remains to be seen 


| whether it will react to the whole- | 
/on charges of wholesale violations | 


sale talk of corruption in the ticket 
distribution setup. 


Coming at the traditional low- 
point of the season, plus the fact 
‘that attendance is apparently re- 
acting to the general business un- 
certainty, the publicity about ticket 
abuses is figured having a par- 
ticularly ill-timed impact. If pro- 
ducers felt that any permanent 
solution of the ticket problem were 
likely to emerge from the present 
situation they might not be so 
discouraged. But they fear that 
any improvement is likely to be 
|only temporary. So they see the 
present uproar as merely accen- 
tuating the seasonal decline in 
business, without promising any 
lasting benefit. 

On the other hand, Murtagh is 
emphatic in declaring that his 
probe, though it has obviously 
only scratched the surface of the 
ticket situation, has already uncov- 
ered deeply-entrenched and whole- 
sale abuses. Hé sees the investiga- 
tion as centering attention on an 
essentially antiquated setup for 
ticket distribution, and he believes 
that the result may be the elimina- 


tion, or at least substantial im- 
provement, in the whole ticket 
system. 


The commissioner expects to put 
most of the  price-hiking ticket 
brokers out of business by the re- 
vocation of their licenses. After 
that, he hopes that the theatre it- 
self will find a way to police the 
ticket distribution setup. He ex- 
pects the system to be revised and 
modernized, but is understood to 
be determined to keep on riding 
herd on the situation as long as 


jsignment for the United Nations. | the existing abuses remain. 


Benefit Agents 


Bway Producers Seen Ignoring 


on Show-of-Month 


— 





Trudi Schoop Doing 
Dances for ‘My L. A.’ 


Hollywood, June 7. 





Trudi Schoop, comic ballerina, 
‘has been signed by William Trenk 


to do the choreography for “My | 


L. A..” musical revue which he will 


| produce at the Biltmore here in| 


| August. Miss Schoop, who has 
been operating a nitery in Zurich, 
Switzerland, has already arrived 
here. 

Milt Gross, Larry Marks, Larry 
Gelbart and William Manhoff, lat- 
iter three radio writers, are work- 
|ing on the book. Manhoff writes 
for the Dennis Day show; Marks 
and Gelbart for Bob Hope. Comic 


gave them the green light to work | 


on the revue, which is being adapt- 
ed from a book by Matt Weinstock, 
Los Angeles Daily News col- 
umnist. 


Out-of-Town 
Tix Distrib For 


~ Bway Does Fade 


Two attempts to work out new 
methods of out-of-town ticket dis- 
tribution for Broadway shows ap- 
pear to be disappointments. One 
is the ticket office set up in Swern’s 
department store, in Trenton. The 





other is the proposed sale of 
tickets by American Express Co. 
offices in various cities. Neither 


project is dead, but both now ap- 
pear doubtful. 

The Trenton ticket office, for 
which advance prospects were Op- 
timistic, had sold orfly 53 seats as 
of yesterday morning (Tues.) for 
all six shows available. Of these, 
19 were for ‘‘Mister Roberts” and 
12 were for “Streetcar Named De- 
sire.’ Something over 20 orders 
were involved. 


Although additional sales may 
come in during the week, it’s be- 
‘lieved unlikely that there will be 
enough to cover the cost of the 
operation. It remains to be seen 
whether the disappointing results 
on this first attempt are conclusive. 
Managers of some shows involved 
think it may take longer to educate 
the out-of-town public to patronize 
such local offices. Or it may be 
that the project would work better 
during the height of the legit sea- 
son. In any case, another attempt 
will probably be made in Trenton 
or some other sizable town within 
reasonable distance of New York. 

American Express officials, ap- 
proached last week, appeared cool 
‘to the idea of the company selling 
Broadway theatre tickets at its of- 
fices in various cities. The outfit 
has for years arranged hotel book- 
ings and rail and steamship reser- 
| vations, but still looks askance at 
the theatre ticket proposal. Ac- 
cording to its representatives, they 
are not anxious to risk getting the 
company involved in the corrup- 
tion prevalent in Broadway ticket 
distribution. However, they have 
not definitely turned down the sug- 
gestion. 





Mamoulian to Coast 
For ‘Country’ Casting 


Rouben Mamoulian, who will 
stage the Maxwell Anderson-Kurt 
Weill adaptation of Alan Paton’s 
“Cry the Beloved Country,” went 
to the Coast last week to cast sev- 


eral white actors for the drama 
about South African racial condi- 
tions. He'll cast the remaining 


white and all the Negro parts on 
his return about June 30. 

Play, which may be retitled, goes 
into rehearsal early in August for 
a September tryout and an Octo- 
ber preem on Broadway, possibly 


at the Music Box. The Playwrights’ | 


Co. is presenting. 


H’ wood-B’way Axis 


Glasgow, May 31. 
Glasgow Unity Players inter- 
rupted their filming of a slum play, 
Robert McLeish’s “The Gorbals 
Story.” to present the drama at the 
Empress, Glasgow. 





} Then they resume filming. 


* Move by the Assn. of Theatre 
Benefit Agents to force Sylvia Sieg. 
‘ler out of the theatre party field 
| will apparently be ignored by 
Broadway managements. Majority 
| of them have indicated they will 
‘continue to accept theatre Party 
bookings from Miss Siegler or 
| anyone else, regardless of ; ita 
| by the ATBA. —_— 





Producers were urged last w 
by the ATBA to confine Miss Sie 
ler to “subscription tickets only 7 
through her Show-of-the-Month 
Club. Letter signed by Ivy Larrie 
ATBA president, claimed. “This 
will protect us against unfair com. 
petition created by her subscrip- 
tion business.” Miss Siegler re. 
ported that she had turned the 
matter over to her attorney. Mean. 
| while, she is going ahead with the 
booking of theatre parties as well 
as her regular SOMC operation. 

Mrs. Larric’s letter to the pro- 
ducers stated, “We have no quarrel 
| with Show-of-the-Month _ getting 
| the regular allotment of 30 to 50 
| tickets per evening; more than this 
|} amount would constitute a theatre 
| party.” It added that ATBA mem- 
bers handle all “saleable” plays and 
thus “provide business where it 
can be used to advantage” and do 
not necessarily “single out hits 
which con run on their own mo- 
mentum.” 

Mrs. Larric 


subsequently ex. 
plained that her organization re- 
quires that theatre parties be at 
least half a house, and usually an 
entire house. Miss Siegler’s ae- 
ceptance of smaller bookings is 
| ruining the theatre party field, the 
ATBA prez claimed. She argued 
that Miss Siegler should be con- 
fined to either subscription busi- 
ness or theatre parties, but not pers 
| mitted to handle both. 

Miss Siegler, noting that there is 
nothing unethical in engaging both 
policies, said that many organiza- 
tions cannot afford to buy an entire 
theatre at any single tim_, but that 
some of these can take part of a 
house several times a season. In 
that way, such a group is not 
swamped with more tickets than it 
can handle and _ isn’t’ thereby 
_tempted to dispose of its unsold 
tickets through brokers. 

All managements queried by 
| VARIETY predicted they would pay 
|no attention to the ATBA move. 
|Several questioned whether it 
| would be legally permissible for 
them to carry out such a proposal, 


-HUROK SEEKS HOUSE 
FOR SPANISH REVUE 


Sol Hurok is negotiating with 
the Shuberts for a Broadway house 
to present a Spanish revue, “Ca- 
|balgata.” Finding the house has 
been the main snag, with the 
_Broadway being most frequently 
mentioned, if “High Button Shoes” 
decides to vacate. Billy Rose’s 
Ziegfeld was considered for a time, 
but nixed. Revue would be pre- 
sented by Hurok on his own, simi- 





lar to his previous Broadway 
presentation, such as “Tropical 
Revue.” 


_ Hurok would bring the revue in 
immediately. Production, consist- 
ing of about 50 Latin Americans in 
variety acts, opened recently on 
| the Coast to okay reviews, after an 
/eight-month run Havana and en- 
|gagements in Central America. 
|Nut for the troupe in N. Y. would 
be about $20,000 weekly. 

Hurok, meantime, flew to Eu- 
rope Sunday (5) to finalize details 
of the visit of the Sadler’s Wells 
Ballet, of London, to N. Y. in Oc- 
tober, and arrange a U. S. tour of 
the Vienna State Opera for the 
1950-51 season. He'll also attend 
to bookings abroad of his U. S. 
artists. He’s due back in N. Y. im 
mid-August. 





Moncrieff’s ‘Maid’ Record 


Perth, May 31. 
Gladys Moncrieff, vet native mu- 
| sical comedy star, who is here for 
| Williamson Theatres in a revival 
lof “Maid of the Mountains,” has 
|just chalked up her 2,289th per 
'formance in the lead role. “Mal 
is about the most revived show 
in the Antipodes, a la “Student 
Prince” in the U. S. : 
Miss Moncrieff, an Aussie idol, 
has appeared on the London stage 
| and has visited the U.S. She pre 
fers acting at home. 


Miter 
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Producers of Touring Musicals Beef 
At Shuberts’ Stiff Chicago Terms: 








Producers of touring musical¢ 
shows are aroused over the steep | 
rental terms being gotten by the 


Shuberts for the Shubert theatre, | 
Chicago. Sharing deal is believed | 
to be the stiffest for any house in 
the country. However, apparently 
nothing can be done, since Chi- 
cago is by far the best road town 
in the country, and the Shuberts 
have the theatre situation com- 
pletely tied up there (and prac- 
tically everywhere else) through 
their control of the United Booking 
Office. 

Terms for the current engage- 
ment of the Arthur Schwartz 
revue, “Inside U.S.A.,” at the Shu- 
bert call for the house to get 35% 
on the gross to $20,000, plus 30% 
on all over that. On top of that 
tough split, the theatre doesn’t 
share on musicians, the cost of 
which comes to about $1,100 a week. 
It’s figured that on last week’s 
gross of $40,000, the theatre rental 
came to almost $3,000 more than 
for any other house in the country. 

Same terms are understood to 
have applied when “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” “Brigadoon,” “Carousel” and 
“Oklahoma!” played the Shubert. 
In every case, the management 
protested bitterly, but when it 
came to a showdown each had to 
give in, since there is no suitable | 
opposition house available in Chi- 
cago—and that’s the best money 
town for legit shows outside New | 
York. 

Terms for the Shubert are stiffer 
than for any other Chicago the- 
atre, although the Shuberts also 
control the other local houses. Un- 
derstood that the reason for the 
steep rental for the Shubert is that, 
when it was bought several years 
ago, the purchase price was rela- 
tivey high, and that the Shuberts 





are anxious to recoup the invest- | 


ment as soon as possible. 

As far as known, no current the- 
atre rentals in New York are on” 
such prohibitive terms. For in- 
stance, the deal for ‘‘Lend an Ear,” 
revue at the Broadhurst, N. Y., re- 
portedly calls for 30% of the gross 
to $20,000, plus 25% on all over 
that. The house shares in the cost 
of stagehands and musicians. At 
the Majestic, N. Y., where “South 
Pacific’ is playing, the theatre gets 
25% of the gross to $30,000 and 
over $40,000, but doesn’t share be- 
tween $30,000 and $40,000. It 
— the stagehand and musician 

ill. 


I-NITE LEGITERS 
FOR THE CATSKILLS 


Circuit of a week’s one-night 
dates ii. the Catskill resort belt 





will be played this summer by legit | 


tryout shows. Single performances 
will be played at White Roe Lake, 
Livingston Manor, N. Y.: Gros- 
singer’s, Ferndale; the Concord, 
Kiamesha, and other spots. Book- 
ings are being set by Sylvia Sieg- 
ler, resort circuit talent agent, and 


Julius Weiner, operator of White | 


Roe. 


First tryout to play the moun- | 


tain one-nighters will be “The 
Woman With Red Hair,” by Sam 
Locke and Paul Roberts, for which 
Francis Lederer is being sought as 
Star. It will play the week of July 
4. Other shows will be booked 
after Miss Siegler scouts them dur- 
ing their original tryout runs at 
regular strawhats. 

Equity stock regulations will be 
followed. 





Burl Ives as the Man 
Who Came to Dinner 


Burl Ives will make his straight- 
play debut the week of Aug. 1, act- 
ing the role of Sheridan Whiteside 
In a revival of “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,” at the West- 
chester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
Singer has received several bids to 


do dramatized versions of his folk | 


ballads, either for concert-legit ap- 
pearances or in television, but he’s 
booked through next season in 
regular concert. 

Currently vacationing in Boston, 
the singer will play an engagement 
early in July at the Thunder Bird, 
Las Vegas. After the Mt. Kisco 
Strawhat date he goes to England 
for concert appearances for BBC. 
He has 88 concert dates for next 
Season, starting Oct. 1 in Boston. 


, $20,000. 


| “Detective Story” 


‘Streetcar’ in Oct. 12 
Opening in London 


“A Streetcar Named Desire” will 


open Oct. 12 in London, after a 
two-week tuneup run in Man- 
chester. The presentation will be 


by Hugh Beaumont (Tennent Pro- 
ductions), in association with the 
Arts Council of Great Britain, and 
Irene Selznick, producer of the 
original Broadway edition. Vivien 
Leigh will play the femme lead, 
Renee Asherton will have the 
second feminine part, with the 
male lead yet to be cast. Sir 
Laurence Olivier will stage. 

After settling details for the pro- 
duction and being on hand for the 
change of the three leading roles 
of the original Broadway version 
last week, Mrs. Selznick left for a 
five-week stay on the Coast. She'll 
attend the London premiere. 





Terms Unusually 
Stiff for London 
Detective Story 


London, June 7. 

Terms for Jack Buchanan’s pres- 
entation of ‘Detective Story” here 
are believed to be the stiffest on 
record for an American play in 
the West End. Largely as a re- 
sult, the show will be unusually 
expensive for a one-setter, and will 
have an abnormally high operating 
nut. 

Deal negotiated by Buchanan 
with author-director Sidney Kings- 
ley, on behalf of himself and co- 
producers Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse, calls for the pay- 
ment of a $15,000 advance against 
15% of the gross and 25% of the 
profits. Since 12 American actors 
will be brought over to do the play, 
Buchanan must pay about $12,000 
additional in transportation. Also, 
with salaries regularly much higher 
for players from the States, the 
show’s payroll will be boosted con- 
siderably. 

















| Most one-set productions in the 


West End can be done for $15,000- 
But the transportation 
and advance payment involved in 
will push its 
production nut to an_ estimated 
$40,000-$50,000, which is virtually 
unprecedented here. With that 
initial expense to be repaid, the 
extra salaries for U.S. actors and 


the 15% royalty will raise the op- | 


erating to a difficult level. 
Even under such long-shot con- 
ditions, Buchanan must still pay 


25% of the profits to Kingsley and | 


Lindsay-Crouse. 





Howard Bay Named 
 Prexy of Scenic Artists 


Howard Bay has been elected 
president of the United Scenic 
Artists, Local 829 of the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators & 
Paperhangers of America, AFL. 
Election was held at the union’s 
annual meeting Monday night (6) 
in N. Y. The designer, who suc- 
ceeds Charles E. Lessing, previous- 
ly served three years as president. 

Others elected were Woodman 
Thompson, incumbent  vice-presi- 


dent, over Robert Paddock; Eme- | 
line C. Roche, incumbent record- | 
ing secretary, over William Kline; 
Arthur Romano, incumbent finan- | 


cial secretary, over Arthur Aron- 
son; George Everett, incumbent 
treasurer, over Edward Kerner; 
Peggy Clark to the vacant office of 
trustee, over William Carbone, and 
Ruby Karnolt, incumbent business 
representative, over Salvatore 
Danna. Nine members of the ex- 
ecutive board were also chosen. 





Prize Play for Edinburgh 


“Eros at Breakfast,’ one-act play 
by Robertson Davies, editor of the 
Peterborough (Ont.) Examiner, will 
be presented this summer as the 
Canadian entry in the Edinburgh 
drama festival. 


The author’s “Fortune, My Foe” — 


was the winning play last month in 
the annual Canadian national 
drama festival. 


Bea Lillie Smoked Out 


Chicago, June 7. 
Sunday performance of “Inside 
U.S. A.,” was cancelled when Bea- 
trice Lillie, star of the show, was 
found overcome by smoke in her 
hotel room earlier in the morning. 
Small fire set by unknown source, 


| but attributed possibly to oil rags | 
that Miss Lillie uses in painting, | 


filled the room with smoke. She | 
has no understudy. 
Revue is slated to resume to- | 


night (Tues.), with Miss Lillie back 
in the cast. 


Equity Write-Ins 
Get Vote Brush 


After administering a rebuke to 
its council in connection with a 
write-in campaign in the annual 
election, the membership of Actors 
Equity defeated the write-in 
ticket. voting in the regular slate 
of officers and council members. 
The action took place at the 
union’s annual membership meet- 
ing Friday afternoon (3) at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y. About 600 at- 
tended. 

The council call-down, believed 
to be unprecedented in Equity af- 
fairs, took the form of a resolution 
expressing “extreme displeasure” 
at the council’s public announce- 
ment of “matters of moment and 
concern” to Equity before they 
were taken up with the member- 
ship. This referred to the Council 
action of several weeks ago, in 
which an alleged write-in campaign 
was publicly condemned. 

The membership voted down a 
constitutional amendment that 
would have’ given membership 
meetings the right to overrule ac- 
tion by the council. But it adopted 
an amendment giving officers the 
right to vote at council meetings. 
It also approved the proposed 
agreement covering joint adminis- 
tration of television by a 4A’s Tel- 
evision Authority. 

Clarence Derwent was reelected 
president for a term of three years. 
Other officers elected for similar 
terms were John Kennedy, first 
vice-president; Cornelia Otis Skin- 





ner, second v.p.; Ralph Bellamy, 
third v.p.; Augustin Duncan, 
fourth v.p.; Paul Dullzell, treas- 


urer, and Basil Rathbone, record- 
ing secretary. Named to the coun- 
cil were Edward Andrews, Philip 
Bourneuf, Alfred Drake, Henry 
Fonda, Dennis King, Ben Kranz, 
Winston O'Keefe, Frederick O’Neal, 
Robert Perry and William Tall- 
man. 


Only One Window 
Used for Big Volume 
Of ‘Pacific’ B.0. Sale 


Despite the current public up- 
roar about the difficulties and 
abuses of theatre ticket distribu- 
tion, only one of the two available 
windows is being used to handle 
'the boxoffice sale at the Majestic 
‘theatre, N. Y., where “South Paci- 
fic’ is playing. When observed one 
morning last week, the line extend- 
ed nearly to the stagedoor of the 
Broadhurst, a couple of hundred 
feet east o 44th street. 

| The previous day, when the line 
was a trifle shorter, it took 55 min- 
utes to reach the window. In both 
instances there were occasional 
disputes between those waiting in 
line and people hanging about the 
/lobby near the window. Both times, 
some people in line grew impatient 

(Continued on page 61) 


LEGIT TO MAKE BOW 
AT A.C’S STEEL PIER 


Philadelphia, June 7 
Legit makes its initial appear- 
ance on George A. Hamid’s Steel 








Pier when Bert Lahr in “Bur- 
lesque” opens late this month. 
Shows will be put on in Ocean 


Hall, now used by Steel Pier as a 
film house. 

Admission arrangement is being 
worked out so that the theatre tab 
will admit to the Pier as well as 
the show, with the Hamid manage- 
ment getting a straight cut from 
the ticket price. 


Shows in Rehearsal - 


“Kiss Me Kate” ‘Road)—Saint 
Subber-Lemuel Ayers. 

“Miss Liberty’—Robert Sher 
wood-Irving Berlin-Moss Hart. 

“Pretty Penny” (Strawhat)— 
; Leonard Field. 








Broadway Producers Still Baffled 


On How to Correct Ticket Evils 


* Broadway producers are still 


baffled as to how the admittedly 
Munsell, Schaeffer May unsatisfactory theatre ticket distri- 


sm iim rl? ‘bution. setup may be corrected. 
: Join in Crowd Prod. Subject will be virtually the sole 
Warren P. Munsell and Joseph 


hunse item on the agenda at tomorrow’s 
Schaeffer may join in the produc- |(Thurs.) meeting of the new Com- 
tion of “One’s a Crowd,” by Eu-| mittee of Theatrical Producers, at 
gene Raskin, on Broadway this fall. | {he St. Regis hotel, N. Y. Mem- 
Comedy was given an off-Broad-/ pers of this group are also coop- 
way tryout last season. Final de-| erating with the League of N. Y. 
cision on whether to go ahead with ‘Theatres in an effort to clean up 

e venture was to have been made {he mess. 

yesterday afternoon ‘(Tues.). | 





Most attempts to solve the prob- 
Munsell is also still contemplat- | lem have thus far failed to help, 


ing a Broadway production of and various proposed steps have 
“Comin’ Through the Rye play been ruled out as involving re- 


straint of trade However, some 
hope is held out that the organiza- 
tion of ticket brokers being formed 
under the leadership of Saul Lan- 
court, of the Leblang agency, may 
be able to police its own field. 
One suggested move, for the 
League and the CTP to set up a list 
of “accredited” brokers and refuse 
to franchise or allot tickets to any 
who violate a code of rules, would 
violate the law, attorneys have in- 


Boxoffice M 
éuye * b ] formed the League. It’s pointed 
een ictims out that no organization has the 
right to prevent any individual 
from engaging in business. And 
Of ‘Ice’ Situati 


while individual producers have 
Boxoffice principal 


the right to allot tickets to brokers 
or withhold them, as they see fit, 
|any agreement on the subject by 
two or more producers would con- 

“villains” in the current agitation Stitute “illegal conspiracy in re- 

over ticket distribution evils, are 

seen as the victims of an economic 

setup growing out of long-standing 

theatrical practice. The essential 


straint of trade.” 
General Rating System 
fact, it’s pointed out, is that the 
theatre treasurer’s economic status 


Another suggestion, that allot- 

ments be set on the basis of a gen- 
is generally precarious, yet his 
position frequently gives him ac- 


by his son, Warren P. Munsell, Jr., 
about Robert Burns, with some of 
the Scotch poet's songs as inciden- 
tal music. Show was tried out last 
summer at the Berkshire  play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass. 





men, the 


eral rating system, has also been 
condemned by lawyers on similar 
grounds. Under this plan, brokers 
would be rated according to their 
sales of tickets to lesser - demand 


cess to large amounts of “easy shows. Obviously, any broker 
money.” *:could sell unlimited numbers of 
i tickets to “South Pacific.” But 

















Dowling May Do ‘Truth’ 
“To Tell the Truth,” Morley Cal- 
laghan play tried out last spring in 
Toronto, may be produced on 
Broadway this fall by Eddie Dow- 
ling. 
It was optioned until recently by 
, producer John Yorke. 


Moreover, this extra money, in| ratings would be based on sales 
the form of “ice.” has always been | for shows doing only moderate 
considered in the business as a! business. Thus, a broker who 
hog Bog Rayment rege ee sales for 
’ aS salary Nas aiways “At War with the Army,” etc., 
ma aggre gay ee og ny I aa 
sivuat S Tegé as S$ -what for “Sout acific.” 
analagous to that of waiters and; with N. Y. commissioner of in- 
cer “aus secaibesane ae _ vestigation John M. Murtagh dig- 
, S. S : >; ging up evidence for wholesale 
uncertain continuity of employ- |" pode on page 61) 
ment among boxoffice men, “ice” - 
is frequently a necessary adjunct 
to regular salary, SELECTED PARTS OF 3 
For instance, all shows on Broad- 
way played a total of 1,230 weeks REVUES FOR TOURER 
| during the 1948-49 season. That : 
means that the boxoffice employee | Selected parts of the three inti- 
‘of all theatres worked an average | ™Mate revues, “One for the Money, 
of only 38 weeks out of 52. At, Two for the Show” and “Three 
| that rate, the average treasurer re- | to Make Ready,” will be combined 
‘ceived a salary of $4,180 and his|@S @ single show for a tour of 
| i ‘ anadian cities and towns next fa 
assistant got $3,420. 1c : dia s one t 4, li 
Under such circumstances, it's ails  wallen oak tee rom 
figured inevitable that after a few Morgan Lewis, composer ane msk- 
lean seasons, when his carnings ing -the selections. for Canadian 
than average, the b. 0. man will Praducer Brian Doherty, 
to’ make enough to carry him over | budget operation, with simplified 
the slim periods Moreover, the ag ogee mgeney ay yg a 
ae As cast, so it can get by on modes 
treagurer and assistant obviously “grosses in towns that rarely lay 
: : ~ legit shows. so, must play 
from brokers, but usually rave {0 many houses, without adequate 
mol managers and pe rime eee aa a ee I he 
. ‘ * duction of “The Drunkard” playe 
aad” theatre owners the same circuit last season before 
. going into Chicago for a run. 
Furthermore, the Government is' The producer was in New York 
an accessory to the payment and last week to arrange for the show. 
acceptance of “ice,” since it merely 
requires that such money to be 
declared as income subject to taxa- | Fabray Starred, Gets 
tion. It does nothing to cooperate | « > ‘ *,9 
with state or city regulations pro- | yh In Guild Pursuit 
hibiting “ice’ payments or other- | 
wise controlling ticket distribution. | Nanette rene oy & te 
| The real culprit in the ticket for the first poe A said ited “ 
mess is figured to be the relatively the Theatre Guilds musical ver- 
small public which _ patronizes sion of “The Pursuit of Happiness, 
scalpers and thus demands and due for production in the fall. It 
supports the distribution evils. As W!!! also ~ ar show 2 
long as people are determined to she will be getting a percentage 
get desirable seats to the top hits, | Ces leaves this week- 
regardless of the limited supply or cai with har husband, pressagent 
scruples about bribery or the viela- Dave Tebet, for Dallas, where she 
evitaiy be people wing vo sup Wil sty ia, Starla Opereta 
ply the hot commodity. It’s merely si of July 11. She played the 
a repetition of the breakdown of . on Broadwa Couple 
~~ J will then visit her home on the 
Coast, returning east for the start 
; t of “Pursuit of Happiness” re- 
Schwartz Signs Zamar fi :cais. ‘They'll travel by motor, 
i . . 
Moshe Zamar, French singing ac- 
tor to play the title role in his 
forthcoming “Yosele, the Nightin- 
gale,” Sholem Aleichem’s folk 
comedy, with music by Sholem 
Secunda. It opens Oct. 17 at the 
Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y. 
Schwartz will also be in the cast; 
}he’ll also direct. 








VARIETY 


Gate Theatre, Dublin, 
To Do Coulter Play) 


“Oblanoff,” dramatization by | 
John Coulter of a Russian novel of | 


Wednesday, June 8, 1949 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


John Chapman published in last Sunday’s (5) N. Y. New 


60 LEGITIMATE 


Tallu- Lives’ Wow 116 at Olney; 








S his selec. 





Citronella Circuit's Strong Start 


Olney, Md., Jure-7. 
Tallulah Bankhead in “Private 
Lives,” supported by Donald Cook 
and the rest of the Broadway re- 
vival cast, launched the season at 


join the company to play in “O 
Mistress Mine,” ‘Anna Lucasta”’ 
and “The Skin of Our Teeth.” 
Other shows are to include “Morn- 
ings at 7,” ‘Androcles and the 


the same title, will be produced 


Dublin. The author has also com- 
pleted a new play, “Riel,” based on 


the life of the French-Indian half- | 


breed patriot of that name, which 
may be presented late this sum- 


| tions for 
| next fall. 


“The Burns Mantle Best Plays of 1948-49,” 
The choices are “Death of a Salesman, 
next fall by the Gate Theatre of | sand Days,” ‘“Madwoman of Chaillot,” “Detective Story,” 

'Son,” “Life With Mother,” “Light Up the Sky,” “Goodbye 


49 to be published 

Anne of the Thou- 
“Edward, My 
» My Fancy,” 


“The Silver Whistle” and “Two Blind Mice.” 


Richard Watts, Jr., of the N. Y. Post, also picked a 10-best list last 
week, as follows: “Death of a Salesman,” “South Pacific,” “Detective 


Story,” “The Victors,” “Life With Mother,” “The Silver Whistle,” “Set 


Olney theatre with a record-break- | oe and “My ee dine Gereeee Alek a Wie aes f pouee Fees. tage Up the Sky,” “Madwoman of Chaillot” and 
ing gross of $11,000 for eight per- | © The Woodstock is reducing its nual festival at Halifax. Coulter's ward, My Son. 


formances in the 1700-seat 
theatre, with house scaled to $3. 


barn | 


prices from $3 top of last year to 


“The Drums Are Out” was done 


Meg Mundy, who left the cast of “Detective Story” last week, was 


| 
Extra performance Monday | $2.40. Playgoet clubs in Dutchess, last summer by the Abbey Theatre, partied by other members of the cast after her final performance. The 
Rin y ” | Ulster, Greene and Orange coun- Dublin. . : ; ed : Rade Te a an 
night (6), usualky dark under the} ,; : : : od affair took place on the stage of the Hudson theatre, N. Y. The actress 
5 a | ties are being formed to foster in- A tive Irishman. Coulter is : . ’ ss 
Tuesday preem pattern of house, | terest in the theatre as a Hudson A native irishman, \‘ S was given a spun-glass chafing dish and set, and the attached card read, 
( 1 : now a permanent resident of “From your friends of the 21st Precinct.’ 


will bring second week of the Nvel | vajley institution. 


Coward opus to phenomenal $12,- 
500 for nine performances, or a 
grand total of $23,500 for the fort- 


Midland Players’ Shuffle 


Toronto. 





SADLER’S NO. 2 FIRE 


Anne Burr, who took over the part of the detective’s wife, received 
a huge bouquet from Miss Mundy for her opening performance the 


next night 


night in the country London, Ont., June 7. iieek 4 hich lost all it 
y: Inder , “shi I allet troupe which lost all its } : : he ee = 
Bankhead, always a sock draw PP ne pod ee Te oat d os as tn & ie a Irving Berlin has sold a slice of his share of Miss Liberty” on a 
: : , props anc costumes dollar-for-dollar basis to a group including his children and Joshua 


in Washington, from which Olney 


merce, the Midland Players, whose 


Hanley, Eng., last Thursday (2), is 


Logan, Jay Blackton, Jerome Robbins and Don Hershey. Latter three 


garners most of its audience,| headquarters are actually in To- 
proved such a lure to the legit-|;onto. will shuttle between Ham- not, as reported generally, the are musical conductor, dance director and stage manager of “Miss 
starved capital that show was a) jlton and Midland this year in| famed Sadler’s Wells Ballet of Co- Liberty,” of which Berlin is composer and co-producer with librettist 


complete sellout days before its 


preem last Tuesday night (31). 





a summer stock program. 
Under Jack Blacklock, the com- 


vent Garden, which will make its 


first U. S. appearance at the N. Y. 














Robert E. Sherwood and Moss Hart, who is staging. 

















+ 


——_—. 


— - | pany, in its second suimimer sea-| Met in September. 
Newport Casino Set son, will play - the Brant Inn at Troupe involved is Sadler's Pl n Broadwa formance, carefully detailed and 
Newport, June 7. Burlington (in the Hamilton area), wai. so-called second company, ay 0 y rising to hysterical pitch toward 
Sara Stamm has set the full sea-|40 miles west of Toronto, two hich dances at Sadler’s Wells the end, but seemingly a bit 
son for her Casino theatre here,| nights a week and for four nights Th ca 7” eel of Cov na Caries studied, as if from playing against 
starting June 27 with “The Me-| will play in the Georgian Bay va- leatre instea me | see Be daw a Woe Yoana 32. 

dium” and “The Telephone,” with | cationland theatre at Midland, | . . ° a Meeker is forthright as the 
Marie Powers. Final week, Sept. 5,| Where it uses the curling rink. Man primitive young Polish - American 
will have a tryout not yet an-| Midland is 95 miles north of To- Pl Ab d Off Broadway, Inc., production of drama | possibly lacking some of the ani- 
nounced. | ronto. During the off-season, re- ays ADrea Fei ett i nih unleritietse mal-like brutality the part requires 
Schedule for the 23d summer taining its Midland identity, the Savoy.” Directed by Lamont Johnson; but giving a clear characterization 
season includes: “Candlelight,” troupe has played in the small setting and lighting, Edwin Wittstein. At and enunciating the lines admir- 
with Jean Parker, July 4; “The theatre in the Royal Ontario Mu-| prei Maenner im Sehnee | fecjinana "Anthony Franciosa ably. Miss Pope's playing is tech- 
Winslow Boy,” with Ian Keith, | 5eum. ; ye aw Men i snow) | Denise _ Kim Stanley nically acceptable, but her appear- 
July 11; “The Philadelphia Story,” Company includes Marjorie (Three Men le ig poh 17. el Michael eee gee ance and personality are a trifle 
with Sarah Churchill, July 18; Douglas. Elwyn Yost, Adrienne Rudolf Bernhard production of comedy | Olympe......... Jane Moutrie immature for the role. Malden, 
“For Love or Money.” with John Walsh, Edith Haig, Catherine Mc- | in four acts by Robert Neuner, based on | Clothide...........+..: Leola Le Sand excellent when the play first 

Loder and Betty Caulfield, July 25., Kie, Hardin Greenwood, Rolf Ken- nee oe Se tg ot peda Ps eh ad SS PAPeSE SARS A pete opened, seems even better now. 
Also, “Present Laughter,”’ with ton, Cameron Langford, Ken John- | ai Bernhard theatre, Zurich. Although the. performance is 
Edward Everett Horton, Aug. 1; son and Joan Armstrong. Brant | ropier Rudolf Bernhard | eg aie generally audib'e, occasional lines 
“Accent on Youth,” with Paul|Inn opening is July 4; Midland, HOEEDR +s 0s+s sr ses snes waist Gebhardt} As its initial production the are muffled. At Friday night's (3) 
Lukas, Aug. 8; “Her Cardboard June 29. esi ccidelbast | |... Willt Stettner Newly formed Off Broadway, Inc., show the opening curtain was 
Lover,” with Haila Stoddard, Aug. ae Dr. Georg Scheinpflug..... Tony Niessner | staged the last complete dramatic raised before a sizable part of the 
15, and “The Heiress,” with Basil Old Log’s June 15 Opening Bey BS erly Maschler | work of the late Gertrude Stein. | audience was seated. And appa-- 


Rathbone, Aug. 29. 


Minneapolis, June 7. 
Old Log theatre at Lake Minne- 


Karl Meier 


Hotel Manager.. re 
.. Albert Pulmann 


Concierge 


At times captivating in its simplic- 
ity, “Yes” at other intervals is com- 


ently as an economy measure by 
the house management, the theatre 














Pitt Revue for Me. Strawhat /'tonka, only local — strawhatter, | oe nae a aiaciieal P pletely unintelligible in certain | was inadequately cooled. Hobe. 
Pittsburgh, June 7. | opens its annual season June 15 __phis oe Tg cr gy “_ ol symbolic references. As a potential 
“Of All Things,” the original with Don Stolz again managing cag sen eg Eg say Oe oe 208 Iracinmonngtind offering, the play’s ob- . i. 
revue which closed a five-week run director. Initial offering will be rang gg 9 Bg a” wieee™ scure aspects shadow it with an Legit Bits 
at Pittsburgh Playhouse Saturday “The Front Page,” featuring local Pl: . hit sone d coiaias te | — _— neon _ 
ee ese ‘een acquired for a newspaper people and the Henne- + “~ ‘Gao rere and might Nave ed aaa bet for midtown 
strawhat production at Ogunquit, pin county sheriff, all playing! ~‘py., ee, ee salregoers. BO a ; 
Me., summer theatre. Wesley Mc- their counterpart roles. Offering _Eios concerns a millionaire who Nevertheless, the theme of intra-| | George Abbott will make the 
Kee, co-producer of that spot, came’ proved to be last season’s out- disguises himself as a poor man’ family friction among the French Broadway presentation of “Thank 
here last week to catch the show standing attraction presented simi- | '° find out about the reaction of | people during the German occupa- | YOU, Just Looking,” the revue re- 
and offer followed. It'll be done. Jarly. people towards him. The play tion has been clearly presented. It Cently produced at Catholic Univ., 
for two weeks at Ogunquit, and Current season will run 13) des not reach the book's sarcastic is only in individual character, With sketches and lyrics by Walter 
other rustic bookings may follow. weeks and company will include | DU™9r. but still offers enough gags study that Miss Stein tends to be- | 4nd Jean Kerr, and music by Jay 
Ken Welch, composer of most of Guy Arbury. Keliy Flint and and comic situations to make the come confusing. And the symbolic Gorney. It will open early in the 
: ; : audience roar with laughter. This, usuage of the words yes and no, fall, with Kerr directing. Joseph 


the tunes and lyrics, and Margaret 
Jones, musical director of “Of All 
Things,” will go to Ogunquit to 
prepare the show there, and seven 


of the local players. Florence Lord. | 


Diana Kemble, newcomer recruits | 


from N. Y. 


Show Shop in 10th Season 
Hartford, June 7. 


| spirited 


however, is chiefly due to the high- 
performances, topped by 
Rudolf Bernhard, popular come- 
dian and owner of the theatre. 


| Other excellent portrayals are by 


which are constantly employed to 
signify other than their common- 
place meanings, is one of the play’s 
' major weaknesses. 


| Geraldine 


Kipness, who had expected to be 
associated in the production with 
Abbot, will not be included 
Fitzgerald reportedly 
plans to star in and produce an 


Robert Parks, Collette Crawford, : : ectaaT é Anthony Franciosa, as the you 

William Leech. Corinne Kessler. With an 80-seat increase in Ca- Willi Stettner, as the butler, and jan of “i 2 agg BB a untitled play by Denis Johnston 
Jacqueline Sloan and Rosemary | Pacity. the Show Sshop, in nearby Albert f ulmann, who directed the in both his love for his country 292d Marianne Rieser on Broadway 
O'Reilly, have also been invited to Canton, has started its 10th season. play. The romantic team by Olga anq for an older American woman, | ext fall or winter. 

go along and recreate their orig- | House now seats 340 and is operat- Gebhardt and Tony. Niessner is who is capably portrayed by Bea- Nick Holde resigned as company 


inal roles. 
Lawrence Langner, Armina Mar- 
shall and Paul Crabtree, all of the 


/ing under the Equity banner. Op- 
erated by Stanley and Joan Cob- 


leigh since its inception. Elizabeth | 
McCormick is in as director for the | 


Two sets by 
Mezo. 


equally satisfactory. 
Florin Mueller are good. 


Le Boi Est Mort 


trice Arthur. As a member of the 
|French resistance, Michael Vin- 
|cente Gazzo gives a credible per- 





'manager of ‘“‘Two Blind Mice,” with 


Charles Stewart succeeding... 
William Conway, general manager 
for Hugh Beaumont (H. M. Ten- 


Theatre Guild, caught “Of All ot gpdesamigbe Treffen |formance, and Kim _ Stanley is s b 
Things” and were considering parts SI oe tee a gp ill (The King Is Dead) ‘amusing and pathetic as his wife, | ment, London), sailed Saturday (4) 
of it for inclusion in an original ee an Ven oes Ween Oe Paris, May 24. |Jean Moutrie adds an effective 0M the Queen Mary, after arrang- 
summer revue to be done at erate 14 weeks, with each produc- Rideau de Paris presentation of drama comedy touch as a maid. Leola Le ing details for the West End pro- 
’ , ka > . , 1phA . Yyre ! i ‘ee acts ic rots w ‘ a . z ° a . es “ . ce : ” 
the Country Playhouse, Westport, = sk¢ dde d_ for id — — by Jean Marchet. een eee pe enirected Sand, A. L. Dreiblatt and Gene ductions of “Death of a Salesman 
Conn., but so far there has been eal company consists of 1U. JON | tin; incidental music by Louis Beydts. At Saks give lesser roles a sincere @d “Streetcar Named Desire”... 
no word from them. Ba mer has Se —_ rs — the Theatre des Mathurins, Faris. _ | touch. Reinhold Schunzel, who closed re- 
me ger ater. ouse §! ; 4 eee iche ouque Ris . > ’ “R) knife.”’ 4] ; 
] . ‘xits ‘S : ’ separates Samukea’ Samana i Chiaverina ..Laurence Aubray ; Direction by Lamont Johnson cently in Big Knife, sail sest 
we hae NY. _— re Opening production is ieitee "Tees Wiceaa | on ee ee ee Muni ag : Willi ies ils 
VOOQSLOCK, N. Y., June 7%. ae ‘ ae --vean Marchal | sets appropriate unicn . ; iillam aubD = salls 

; . . lege ery Pee , | Prof. Minarey.. ware Je: Y sale’ | Fri 7 

Michael Linenthal, managing di-| G- B. Shaw comedy, “Arms and the | p20), MInarev-:geseees . egy Moh | Friday (10) for England to arrange 


rector, reveals that the Woodstock Man.” Other productions pencilled 


Playhouse is abandoning the 
system” this season. He’s adhering 
to public taste, he reveals. 


**star | 


in are “Made in Heaven,” “John 
Loves Mary” and “Three Men on a 
orse.” 


Theme of this interesting play is 
the struggle for power of those who 
haven’t it against those who have 


Legit Follow-Up 








contractual details there for the 


| Broadway presentation this winter 


| of “People Like Us.” 


He's dicker- 
ing with Basil Rathbone to direct, 
from Ouida 


PR rng ty = pany includes. “ ak ene 'but are disinclined to use it. In it an adapation by 
nthony Ross, Jane Lloyd-Jones, Strawhat Jottings 1980 the “last king in the world” : ergere (Mrs. Rathbone). 
Randolph Echols and Fay Sapping- A summer tryout (Aug, 10) of rules with a detachment that -|\* Streetcar Named Desire Actress Peggy Cass, wife of 
ton. Resident director is Joseph Josephine Victor’s and Irving furiates his ambitious uncle and his (BARRYMORE, N. Y.) |house manager and television pro- 
Leon. Strouse’s new play “Spring 1865," mistress, who has fought her way | ., After a year-and-a-half’s run and duction manager Carl Fisher, frac- 


“IT Remember Mama” will be the! will 


initial offering, featuring Ruth 


be put on at the Pitchfork 
Playhouse, Sharon, Conn., in an- 


Hammond as Mama and Ross as ticipation of a London production. 


Uncle Chris. Haila Stoddard will 























Tryout of Michael Clayton Hut- 
ton’s new play, “Arrangement for 


up from the gutter to become a 
successful star. The uncle cooks up 
a plot whereby a double of the 
king is assassinated and then forces 
the king to assume the role of the 


the substitution of three new leads, 
“A Streetcar Nemed Desire” stacks 
up more than 
an individual triumph for author 
Tennessee Williams. Granted that 
Elia Kazan’s 


erate. Miss Hagen gives a fine per- 


ever as primarily 


tured her collarbone in a_ fall 
downstairs, and has had to call off 
plans for a European vacation .. . 
Contrary to report from London, 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, will not attend the 


Strings,” contemplated for John double, a young revolutionary stu- * production is __bril- 
Drew theatre, Easthampton, L.I. dent, while he himself ‘seizes liantly arresting, that Jo Miel-| party there Saturday night (12) for 
LADIES REDUCE al Arrangements made for Anne Power. — _ziner’s skeletonized | scenery is the second anniversary of the West 
Revere to star... Barn begins its The singer, however, leads a re- dramatically compelling and that End ‘Annie Get Your Gun” pro- 
ABBEY SLIM season June 27 with Signe Hasso bellion against the usurper, and ‘M@ various performances have duction. 
in “Love from a Stranger.’ Other — the king, with whom she = skillful. hang fact that stands we apcacpraen 
scheduled productions include falls in love in his role as the stu- on a second visit is the in-| 
GYM SALON, Ltd. “George Washington Slept Here,’ dent, to denounce the intrigue poe oe quality of the play itself. Pet London var Goats 
New Lew Rete for “Male Animal,” “The Late George to seize the throne. This ironic sit- t erin ks deg drama tits et ps nr to do a new ae 
Limited Time Only Apley, ‘Happy Birthday” and uation, in which the rightful king Ut: ~ the start of the new season, | — Wanted on Voyage, 
“Streets or New York.”  James|is replaced on the throne by hes Hagen has been shifted from Which he is to star Lupino Lane. 
Treatmenis O’Rear has been engaged as direc- | woman who believes him to be the Sine eee company to succeed Show to be tried out in eee 
tor. ‘Ocean Playhouse, At- false double, makes excellent a ae in the principal fea- eda in July, with ; ore 
$75. Value for Only lantic: City, begins its season theatre. oe “ + “4 Ralph Meeker has re- iner directing, after “ ve O 
- June 28 The Millstream Play- PB .. og : is peniveniy acted, lead, and Carmelita Powe et pee Pe ay Besta ghia nt 
/ 1ouse, & xirt, _J., operatin articularly by Laurence ray ' . é las taken @ 4eshle ave leased © 
10 /2-Hour Massages under an Equity ivanehioe, “ in the role of the mtg Chane toed for Kim Hunter as second Strand theatre for Horace Schmid- 
® 10 Turkish Baths gins a 10 - week season July ina, while Jean Marchat gives one reread ng ps new since the lapp, who intends to bring b ster 
®10G Sessi 5 with John Loves Mary” of his customary fine performances 6 G Ge. : da Haynes in place ‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.” to the ah 
ym 9 Sessions Thousand Islands Play- as the uncle. Michel Bouquet is a 2d. ree Gee James and Vito Christi End sometime in August wit 
Under Strict Medical Supervision Rouse, Alexandria, N. Y., begins trifle too wistful and vague as the se tage pe Wright King. Still in Lionel Stander starred. It's now 
season June 28 with “Private king, but is effective nonetheless yi eg ert parts are Karl Mal- definite that Flora Robson leaves 
AB E EY S L | M Lives’... Robin Hood theatre, Jean d'Yd is excellent as the pro- en ee Rudy Bond, Nick cast of “Black Chiffon, current 
Arden, Del. begins a  12- | fessor and Claude Larue is amus- po ee pe homas, Ann Dere Westminster theatre hit, to star - 
GYM SALON Ltd week season June 14 with “O_ ing as Marthe, the king’s secretary. With ay Srarrick. - Henry Sherek’s new play. ¢ sender 
’ ” Mistress Mine.” Artists Theatre, The two settings, of the king’s bed- | car” _ — revised cast, “Street- and Mary Lamb,” at the Edinburgh 
HO Gl ABBEY 151 W. Sist St. | inc., will operate the theatre again room and a village living room in joo.c* Still irresistibly moving. It festival for one week in August, 
NEW YORK CITY Tel.: Pi 7-3295 | this summer with Windsor Lewis , the Tyrolean style, are attractive fe expertly played, though the per- after which she reopens _at the 
directing. Fred. ormance seems somewhat delib-| Westminster with Sherek’s play 


postponed till “Chiffon” closes. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are 


comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 


boxoffice estimates, for last week (the first week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current ..............4. eoes 19 28 
Total weeks played so far by all shows........ 19 28 
Total gross for all current shows last week ... $464,300 $556,000 
Total season’s gross so tar for all shows $464,300 $556,000 
Number of new productions so far .......... ‘ 0 1 

ROAD 

Number of current touring shows reported .... 15 18 
Total road gross reported last week..........$317,400 $390,000 
Season’s total road gross so far $317,400 $390,000 








Only 2 Shows Left in Chi: US.A’ 


Fine $40,600, Roberts Fair 186 


Chicago, June 7. 
“Present | 


With the closing of 
Laughter” and “Respectful Prosti- 
tute” Saturday (4), there are only 


two productions in town, with no) 


immediate prospects for relief. 

“Laughter,” although most of 
the critics gave it a passable okay, 
couldn’t overcome the post-Memo- 
rial Day doldrums. “Prostie” was 
hindered by reluctance of papers 
to devote space to it, plus minor 
irritants that city officials and 
their cohorts provided. Final notice 
went up Wed. (1) but Friday’s 
final-day notice was pulled out of 
the papers and cast was told to 
stand by. However, Friday night 
it was decided to stick to original 
closing date. 

“Inside U.S.A.” and “Mr. Rob- 
erts’” did well last week and pre- 
sumably share the summer visitor 
and convention trade. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside U.S.A.", Shubert (3d 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Continues to 
climb with excellent $40,600. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (38th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Off a bit more 
to $18,000. 

“Present Laughter,” 
(Ist week) (1,358; $3.80). Closed 
Saturday (4) with minor $10,000. 

“Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is the Thing With Feathers,” 
Harris (3d week) (1.000; $4.33). 
Mild $10,000 with final week. 
Closed Sat. (4) 


LUNTS-‘LOVE’ $20,700 
IN PROFITABLE M’W’KEE 


Milwaukee, June 7. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
winding up their season in “I Know 
My Love,” got a profitable $20,700 
in six performances through Satur- 





day night (4) at the 1.496-seat Dav- | 


Blackstone | 


idson theatre here. Couple play two | 
more performances last night and 


tonight (Mon.-Tues.), after which 
they go to their farm at Genesee 
Depot, Wis., for the summer. 


Acting team reopens the Theatre | 


Guild production next September 
in New Haven, preparatory to a 
Broadway run. 


‘Finian’ Red $22,500 
In Week at Cleve. 


Cleveland, June 7. 

“Finian’s Rainbow” ran _ into 
cloudy weather at the Hanna last 
week, suffering a heavy loss on 
the $22,500 gross at $4.95 top in 
the 1,435-seat house. Musical had 
rough going all the way. 

Show is playing the Roval Alex- 
andra, Toronto, this week. Hanna 
has shuttered until fall. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 6-18) ; 

“Allegro” — Gt. Northern, Chi. 
(6-11). 

“Blackouts of 1949"—E] Capitan, 
L. A. (6-18). 

“Born Yesterday” — Colonial, 
Bost. (6-11). 

“Brigadoon” — Philharmonic, L. 
A. (6-18), 

“Finian’s Rainbow” —- Roya! 
Alexandra, Toronto (6-18). 

“Harvey”—Biltmore, L. A. (6-18). 

“High Button Shoes”—Maijesty’s, 
Mont’! (6-11). 

“I Know My Love” — Davidson, 
Milwaukee (6-11). 

“Inside U. S. A.” 
(6-18). 

“Miss Liberty” — Forrest, Philly 
(13-18), 

“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(6-18). 

_“Oklahoma!"—Warner, Atl. City 
‘6-11). 

_“Streetear Named Desire”— 
KRNT, Des Moines (6-7): Music 
Hall, K. C. (8-11): B'way, Denver 
(13-14); Lobero, S. Barbara (17-18). 








—Shubert, Chi. 





‘Shoes’ 136, Toronto 


Toronto, June 7. 

On return engagement. “High 
Button Shoes” ran into heat wave 
and grossed a very bad $13,000 at 
Royal Alexandra, with 1,525-seater 
scaled at $3.60 top. Fact that Eddie 
Foy was out of engagement with 
flu till Wednesday night perform- 
ance also hurt. (Marty Barrett 
subbed.) 

Troupe closes at His Majesty’s, 
Montreal, current week, and 
off eight weeks; then into the Phil- 
harmonic, Los Angeles, week of 
Aug. 15 for four weeks, followed 
by five weeks at the Geary, San 
Francisco. 

“Finian’s Rainbow current aft 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto, had a 
fair advance sale of nearly $20,000 


‘STREETCAR’ OKAY AT 
$24,700 IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 7. 








Considering temperatures in the' 


90s much of the week, the fact that 
the theatre isn't air-conditioned or 
cooled, the season's lateness and 
the apparent downward economic 
trend, the $24.700 gross of ‘“Street- 
car Named Desire” for six nights 
and two matinees at $4.20 top in 
the 1,900-seat Lyceum was okay. 
Balcony sold out most pertor- 
mances. 

Play and east garnered 
notices. Booking brought 
tain down on local season. 


rave 
Cur 





Keaton in ‘Three Men’ 
For Stockbridge Loft 


Stockbridge, Mass., June 7. 

The Berkshire Playhouse will 
open its 18th season June 20 with 
Buster Keaton guest-starred in 
“Three Men on a Horse.” 

Director William Miles. in an- 
nouncing the 1949 premiere of the 
Massachusetts summer stock spot, 
said that the Playhouse School 


‘will be directed this year by Maria 


Hershman-Horsch. 





Malden Bridge Playhouse Set 

Malden Bridge. N.Y.. June 7. 

The Malden Bridge Playhouse 
will again have summer stock. an 
April statement to the contrary 
having been cancelled by the an- 
nouncement that an organization 
from the Cleveland Playhouse will 
operate it for nine weeks begin- 
ning July 6. Group. to be known 
as the Valley Players, is headed 
by Robert Reymour and Stuart G. 
Lancaster. They leased the up- 
stairs spot from Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Wood ‘Eunice Osborne, di- 
rector of the Playhouse company 
for the past four seasons). 

Mr. and Mrs. Wood, in an earlier 
announcement, said that operation 


of the Playhouse would be discon- | 
was en- 
Limited capacitv made it) 


tinued until the theatre 
larged. 
almost impossible to break even. 
The plan was to expand capacity 
to 450 for t950. It is said this will 
go forward in the fall. 





New Troupe Near San Antonie 
San Antonio. June 7. 

The Leon Valley Players has 

been organized in that community 


near here. 
Group’s. first production was 
“Here Comes Charley.” 





Party Agents Elect Larric 

Ivy Larric has been re-elected 
president of the Assn. of Theatre 
Benefit Agents. 

Lenore Tobin was re-elected first 
vice-president, Esther Littauer sec- 
ond v.p., Annette Schein, secre- 
tary; Anne Herschkowitz, treasurer 
‘succeeding Naomi Nash’), and 
Betty Singer, publicity director. 


lays | 


Prods. Baffled 


\ Liem Continued from page 59 


‘license revocations, the number of 
_ licensed brokers may be sharply 
j}reduced. But there’s no assurance 
{that licenses will net be obtaineG 
|by new applicants. That would 
| swell the number of agencies again 
‘and presumably lead to the same 
|abuses as before. For although 


'one of the basic causes of the sit-. 


uation is the excessive number of 


| brokers, there appears to be some | 


question whether the city has the 
right to refuse a license to a repu- 
table applicant to engage in legiti- 
mate business 

Favors Consolidated Distrib 

Murtagh is believed to favor the 
establishement of a consolidated 
distribution setup to handle tickets 
for all shows. Howard S. Cullman, 
chairman of the N. Y. Port of 
Authority and a prolific theatre in- 
vestor, has publicly urged the same 
thing. But it has been argued that 
a joint ticket bureau, with branch 
| offices in various parts of the city, 
would drastically increase distribu- 
tion costs, since it would still be 
necessary to maintain a boxoffice 
at each theatre. Moreover, with 
a Staff of employees at the various 
joint offices, it would be virtually 
impossible to control scalping by 
individuals. 

One of the things most puzzling 
to producers is how they can pro- 
tect the legitimate brokers from 
the unfair competition of scalpers 
For instance, there’s obviously no 
way for either the city or the state 
to curb the activities by brokers 
outside the state. So it’s tough to 
keep out-of-state speculators from 
catering to New York patrons, tak- 
ing orders by phone and deliver- 
ing tickets and receiving checks 
by mail. 

Also, there’s a question of con- 
trolling boxoffice men in Brozd 
way houses. Although most thea- 
tre contracts provide for “joint 
control” of tickets. the Shuberts 
| almost invariably control the dis- 
tribution at their houses. And 
Lee Shubert testified before Mur- 
tagh last week that he leaves such 
matters mainly to subordinates 
and that the management has only 
partial supervision of boxotfice 
men. 

Several things about the situa- 
tion are clear, however. One is 
that practically everyone involved 
is angry over the course of events. 
The producers, who feel that they 
are getting a public black eye for 
abuses for which they aren't re- 
sponsible and that the known cor- 
ruption in ticket distribution is 
siphoning off substantial revenue 
that the theatre itself needs, are 
determined to clean up the mud- 
dle. 

Also sore at the 
criticism are general 


clamor and 
managers, 


company managers and_ house 
managers, who claim that’ the 
present turmoil smears the inno- 


cent and guilty alike and that no 
permanent good will come of it 
all. Boxoffice men and_ brokers 
are likewise resentful at the 
wholesale criticism they're get- 
ting. 

However, one good aspect of the 


situation is that, not merely from 
Murtagh’s disclosures but also 
from the agitation his probe has 


aroused, considerable information 
is being gathered about a setup 
that has long been unsatisfactory 
to virtually everyone concerned, 
including the public. Some of 
those involved in the matter hope 
that all this study and controversy 
will bring about some long-needed 
reforms. 





Fay-Harvey’ Good 
$20,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, June 7. 

“Harvey,” with Frank Fay. shut- 
tered Saturday (4) after hitting . 
nice $20,000 for its third and final 
week at the Curran ‘1,776; $3.60). 

Spike Jones brought his ‘“Depre- 
ciation Revue” into the Curran 
Monday ‘6: with a $3.60 top. Jones 
preemed his revue here at the Cur- 
ran two years ago. 

“Cabalgata,” Spanish revue, 
opens at the 1.550-seat Geary to- 
night '7) under the S. Hurok and 
D. Cordoba banner. 


‘Born’ 76, Boston 


Boston, June 7. 
“Born Yesterday” remains the 
only legit in town at this point. 


doing a good estimated $7,000 at 
$1.80 top in the 1,500-seat Colonial. 

Only other legit activity is in 
the Shubert theatre, currently get- 
ling a complete refurbishing job. 





| 


Biway Hits Seasonal Skids Again; 


- ‘Shoes’ $26,900, ‘Ice’ $40,200 for 11, 


| 


“Girls $34,900, ‘Mother’ Out at $9,200 


| 
} 


+ 





‘BLACKOUTS’ $16,900, 
‘WALTZ’ 486, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 7. 

Legit should perk up locally this 
week with three new offerings 
taking to the boards after the 
Memorial Day doldrums, followed 
by an election day slowdown, had 
kept boxoffices becalmed. Opening 
vesterday (6) were “Brigadoon,” at 
the Philharmonic; “Harvey.” with 
Frank Fay. who hasn't been seen 
here before in that fantasy, at the 
Biltmore, and “Anna _ Lueasta,” 
delayed for five days, opens today 
(7) at the Coronet. 

“Blackouts” nudged slightly up- 
ward; “The Great Waltz” held 
steady and “Cabalgata,” slipped 
badly an its third and final week 
at the Biltmore. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 


(363d wk) (1,142; $2.42). Up over 
the past two weeks, to $16,900 
“Cabalgata,” Biltimore, (3d wk) 


(1.636; $4.20). Final week slid back 
to $13,000. This gave S. Hurok’s 
Spanish revue $38,000 for three- 
week stand; about half the capacity 
of the house 

“The Great Waltz,” Philharmonic 
Aud., (4th wk) (2,670; $4.80). Hand- 
some profit at $48,000 


Okla!’ OK $25,000 In 
White Plains Week 


White Plains, N.Y., June, 7 
Playing its next-to-final stand of 
the tour, the original company of 
“Oklahoma!” pulled a satisfactory 


gross of almost $25.000 at the 
Westchester County Center ‘here 
last week. Top was $3.60 week 


nights and $4.20 Friday and Satur- 
day nights. 

It was the first full-week book- 
ing in the huge theatre's history. 
Arother experimental angle was 
playing a town so close (20 miles) 
to Broadway. Large proportion of 
the audience appeared to have 
seen the Rodgers - Hammerstein 
musical before, one patron claim- 
ing it was his 20th time. 

From a financial angie, the book- 
ing was a success, but there was 
some criticism of the accousties of 
the 4,219-seat auditorium, plus 
dissatisfaction with the stage level 
in relation to the lower floor, and 
the seating arrangement of the 
balcony. As a result, it’s still ques- 
tionable whether other touring 
shows will be brought here next 
season. 

With this week's engagement. 
closing Saturday night (11) at the 
Warner, Atlantic City, this sole 
remaining U. S. edition of “Okla- 
homa” will finally fold. However. 
it will resume after six weeks and 
is slated to tour all next season. 











One Window 


——— (‘ontinued from page 59 


and went away without reaching 
the b.o.. while others arriving at the 
theatre saw the line and left with- 
out trying to get tickets. 

During the suspension (on sal- 
ary) of Jack Pearl, the acting 
treasurer of the Majestic is. Wil- 
liam Renaldo, with Maurice de- 
Vries and Fred Gasdia continuing 
as assistants. Although there are 
thus still three men available, the 
Shuberts have not opened the sec- 











ond ticket window because of a 
“shortage of manpower.” If an- 
other man were to be hired for 


the job his salary would have to 
be paid by the show's producers, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein and Hay- 
ward & Logan. However, the latter 
‘are already paying three extra em- 
ployees to handle mail orders. | Let- 
ter to the editor, printed in Sunday 
(5) drama section of N. Y. Times, 
stated that only a single window 
is being used at the Century thea- 
tre. N. Y., where “‘Kiss Me, Kate,” 
is doing sellout business. ) 

At the office of N. Y. 
sioner of Investigations 
Viurtagh last week, Lee Shubert 
explained that although he had 
suspended Pearl for refusing to 
answer the commissioner’s ques- 
tions, union regulations prevent 
him from withholding the theatre 
treasurer’s salary or firing him. 
except for dishonesty or habitual 
drunkenness. Renaldo. deVries and 
Gasdia are to be questioned by 
the commissioner this week. 


Commis- 
John M 


The seasonal boxoffice decline 
continued last week on Broadway. 
After the bullish holiday business 
on the Monday matinee (30) there 
was a Sharp reaction. Receipts im- 
proved the latter part of the 
week, but generally not enough to 
make up the earlier droop. From 
indications, trade will continue to 
subside until early August. Expec- 
tations are that a number of the 
weaker shows will be forced to fold 
during the next two or three weeks 

Only closing Saturday night ‘4) 
was “Life With Mother.” As of the 
moment, no shutterings have been 
announced for this week or next, 
but “Anne of the Thousand Days” 
and “‘Madwoman of Chaillot” are 
scheduled to recess June 25 to Aug. 
22. “Diamond Lil” has still not re- 
opened, and there is no certainty 
when it will. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
Vi (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
fo seating capacity and top price, 


including 20° amusement tax. 
However, estimates are net; ie., 
erclusive of ta. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(21st wk) (R-1,472: $6). Revue has 
been losing steadily recently, but 
took a brutal beating last week; 
about $16,000. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days.” 


Shubert (26th wk) (R-1.378:; $4.80), 
Kased off a bit more with the field; 
about $20,000 


“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (29th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 
Also dipped with the trend: 


$34,900. 

“At War with the Army,” Booth 
(l4th wk) (C-712; $4.80) Re- 
versed the general current: $9,500. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (174th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Longrun laff 
entry held about even; $9,500. 

“Death of a Salesman,” 
(17th wk) (D-931; $4.80) 
conditions don’t affect attendance 
at this solid smash; all the house 
will hold at $24,400 again. 

“Detective Story,”” Hudson ‘11th 
wk) (D-1.057: $4.80) Melodrama 
click has been approximating ca- 
pacity; about $23,500. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
(28th wk) (CD-966; $4.80), 
general off-beat; $14,400. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(87th wk) (M-1.900; $3). Holdover 
click took a nice hop, presumably 
from the lowered scale; $26,900. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (2d wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). New 
edition of the skating show is off 


Morosco 
General 


Fulton 
Felt the 


to a strong start; played 11 ‘two 
extra) performances last week; 
$40,200. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (23d 


wk) (M-1,654; $6). Goes clean every 
time; same $47,100. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (25th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Netting plenty of 
profit steadily; $27,200. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire (33d 
wk) (1.082; $4.80). Closed Saturday 
night (4) after a disappointing run 
of 262 performances; finaled at 
$9,200. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belasco 
(22d wk) ‘(C-1,077; $4.80). Slipped 
last week to $16,400. 

“Mister Robert,’ Alvin (68th wk) 
(CD-1,357; $4.80). Holdover smash 


remains one of the string b.o. 
draws: bettered $33,700. 
“South Pacific,” Majestic ‘9th 


wk) (M-1,659:; $6). One of the hot- 
test tickets on record; large turn- 
away at every performance; an- 
other $50,600, the absolute limit. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 
more (79th wk) (C-920; $4.80). Has 
felt the general trend lately, but 
set to continue through the sum- 
mer and fall; $19,300. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (14th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Felt the 
downbeat conditions last week; un- 
der $9,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St 
(34th wk) (M-1,509; $6 Lost one 
performance because of Ray 
Bolger’s illness: but virtual capac- 
itv at $32,500 for seven per- 
formances. 


James 





‘Brigadoon’ Passable 
$28.000 in Denver 


Denver, June 7. 

“Brigadoon” grossed a passable 
$28,000 in seven performances last 
week in the 3,400-seat local Audi- 
torium., 

It began an engagement last 
night ‘Mon.) at the Philharmonie 
auditorium, Los Angeles, and next 
goes to San Francisco. 
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Broadway 


The Charles Schlaifers’ 15th anni 
Friday (10). 


Carey Wilson, M-G producer, due_ 
office rep in Britain, Sam Eckman, | 


in from the Coast today (Wed.). 

Alice Frost, of radio’s “Mr. & 
Mrs. North,” flying June 29 to Nor- 
Way. 

Film actor Bob Sterling studying 
voice; has a legit musical in pros- 
pect. 

Actress Tutta Rolf (Mrs. Solveig 
Donahue) in from Sweden Satur- 
day (4) on the Gripsholm. 

Operator of the Brussels restau- 
rant here has opened a branch in 
Brussels, called the Carlton. 

Arthur Jeffrey, vet film ex- 
ploiteer, now handling industrial 
and show biz accounts via his new 
setup. 

Radio writer Hal Kanter motor- 
ing to Coast, after vacationing here 
and at his family’s home in Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

Hildegarde giving concert for 
N. Y. State Safety Commission’s 
state-wide safety drive in Schenec- 
tady June 12. 

Republic Pictures cocktail-par- 
tied Roy Rogers, Dale Evans and 
George “Gabby” Hayes at the War- 
wick last week. 

Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign 
chief, returned from a Continental 
survey on the Nieuw Amsterdam 
yesterday (Tues.). 

The late legit producer Mike 
Mindlin’s (& Goldreyer) daughter, 
Constance, will wed Ira Lewis 
Schneider June 29. 

Irene M. Selznick heads west to- 
morrow (Thurs.). She’s also sched- 
uled to sail for a European vacation 
in July with her two sons. 

Robert McEnroe, author of the 
recently closed “Silver Whistle.”’ 
left last week on the Santa Paula 
for a 12-day Caribbean cruise. _ 

Jacques Kopfstein, Astor Pic- 
tures’ exec veepee, returned from 
a six-week European junket yes- 
terday (Tues.) on the Caronia. 

Metro ad manager Si 
back at his desk after a European 


Seadler 


cover theatres in L. A., San Fran- 
cisco and Denver, New Missouri 


‘theatre, K. C., and New Orpheum, | 


Marshalltown, Iowa. Koken re- 
turns to N. Y. July 5. 
Ben Henry, Universal's home- | 


Jr., Metro’s managing director in 


| Britain, Paul Muni, Noel Coward, | 
|Steve Hannegan and playwright 


S. N. Behrman among those sailing 


Saturday (4) on the Queen Mary. | 


Fred Martell was erroneously 
programmed as “sportscaster” in 
VARIETY’s review of “Howdy, Mr. 
Ice of 1950.” Martell is with the 
ice show at the Center, but in 
capacity of singer, the sportscast- 
ing being handled by William 
Dupre. 

George Balanchine, who staged 
the dances for ““Where’s Charley?” 
and is N. Y. City Ballet Co. artistic 
director, left Monday (6) for a sum- 
mer vacation in L. A., accompanied 
by his wire, Maria Tallchief, who 


is lead ballerina of the N. Y. 
troupe. 
RKO Theatres prez Malcolm 


Kingsberg named film _ industry 
chiet for the current Greater New 
York Fund. Assisting him are 
Harry Moskowitz, Loew’s construc- 


tion chief; Leo Brecher, prez of | 


Unity Theatres, and J. Joshua 
Goldberg, secretary of the Inde- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Gracie Fields stopped all traffic 
with her big reception in Dundee. 

Glasgow cinema workers ac- 
cepted C.E.A. wage increase pro- 
posals. 
| Wilson Barrett Co. presenting 
Shaw’s “Saint Joan” at Alhambra, 
Glasgow. 


Jack Anthony, Scot comic, has | 
opened a five-week stint at Tivoli, | 


| Aberdeen. 


John Shields Graham, from Bel- | 
of » 


fast Empire, is new 
Metropole, Glasgow. 

Robert Wilson, Scot tenor, back 
from tour of Canada. He returns 
for longer trip in 1950. 


manager 


Jimmy Logan, young Scot comic 
and nephew of Ella Logan, into 
Emerson Crocker and Brainerd. new radio series “It’s All Yours.” 
Duffield, who have been scripting George and Bert Bernard regis- 
Ford Theatre this season, leave | tered strongly with comedy-mim- 
tody (Wed), for Europe vacation. | ing on fourth visit to Empire, Glas- 
Advertising and publishing din- gow. They topped bill this time. 


vacation. He flew in; Mrs. Stadler 
is enroute aboard the Queen Mary. 


ner at the Waldorf, N. Y., Thurs- John Stewart, formerly of 

day (9), for the United Jewish Ap- closed-down Park theatre, Glas- 

peal, will also honor Albert D. | S0w, planning “Scottish Stratford” 

Lasker. in summer theatre at his Pitlochry 
Norman Reader, French Na- (Perthshire) home. 

tional Tourist Office p.a., named 


chairman of the Ad-Publicity Com- 





mittee of the European Travel 
Commission. 


The Gene (West 48th St. restau- 
married 


rant) Leones’ daughter 
Major Thomas Arthur Mesereau. 
asst. graduate manager of athletics 
at West Point. 

George Feinberg, president of 
Dazian’s, back after making com- 
prehensive survey of the more im- 
portant summer theatres through- 
out the country. 

Bob Hope, who planed in from 
the Coast Friday (3) to attend Sun- 
day’s opening of his “Sorrowful 
Jones” at the Paramount, headed 
west on Monday (6). 

Bing Crosby and his writer-pro- 
ducer Bill Morrow due back for 
another week around Broadway. 
following their fishing foray at 
Gaspe Bay, Newfoundland. 

Sidney Mills, general profes- 
sional manager of Mills Music, in 
Polyclinic hospital for observation 
in regard to a recurrent back in- 
“ory sustained in the Army. 

‘culation around Bill Berto- 
loiti’s whether Don Sylvio, Mar- 
garet O’Brien’s ex (?) stepdad of 
the headlines, wilt resume theve. 
Spot still has a two-year contract 
with him. 

Sonja Henie took over the Plaza’s 
Rendez Vous Room Monday night 
(6) for a fermal dinner-dance tor 


her fr’ - the nitery is normally 
clos _.at night, being open for 


™: aday dinner instead. 

Mike Todd throwing a backstage 
party at the Winter Garden to- 
morrow afternoon (Thurs.) for 
Earl Wilson's new book, “Let ’Em 
Eat Cheesecake.” Champagne and 
cheesecake will be served. 

Leopold Friedman, veepee-secre- 
tary ot Loew’s, Inc. and currently 
vacationing in Europe, named vee- 
pee of the Hospital for Joint Dis- 
eases. He's been a member of the 
institution's board of trustees since 
1935. 

Marion Harris, Jr., may switch 
plans and continue on this side in- 
stead of opening at the Embass\ 


Club, London, where Russel! 
Swann is winding up with the 2d 
edition ot Carl Hyson’s “Copa 
Revue.” 


Highlights of the controversial 
*Peace Conference” at the Wal- 
dort-Astoria recently, edited into 
a 12-minute documentary film by 
National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences & Professions, sponsors 
of the meeting. 

Lee Koken, RKO 
head, vacationing on Coast. 


concession 
Will 


1 18 


Australia 


Ralph Bromhead (Eagle Lion) 
o. o.’ing New Zealand. 

Associated British pic “No Room 
at the Inn” has been nixed by local 
censor. 

Ivor Moreton and Dave Kaye, 
pianists, terrific click for Dave 

| Martin’s Tivoli loop in Sydney. 

, Erie Tann is the new bandleader 
at the Prince Edward, Sydney, re- 
placing Reg Lewis, who returns to 
Lor.don. ; 

RKO has set “Joan of Arc” for 
July release here. Deal was sig- 
/natured by Ralph Doyle (RKO) 
and Ernest Turnbull, chief of the 
Hoyts pic loop. 


Lima, Peru 


Edward D. Cohen, of 20th-Fox, | 


checking up on film export mar- 
ket here. 

Argentina’s Estrillita Castro and 
Mexico’s Pepe Melero opening here 
next week. 

James A. Fitzpatrick’s camera 
crew leaving Lima te do a short on 
La Paz, Bolivia. 

Independent U. S. agents are ex- 
ploring Peru for a local short-sub- 
ject company, to do color shorts on 
Peruvian animals, vegetables, min- 
erals, ete. 

; Peru’s Time-like weekly, 
i running a two-blurb- on 
Tennessee Williams’ ‘Streetcar 
Named Desire,” calling it “one of 
the greatest North American dra- 
mas,” but running pix of the Mex- 
ico cast, the New Orleans street- 
car and a transfer. and no pix of 


Williams. 
India 


Gevernment of India has finally 
decided to supply “approved” films 
of 1,000 feet to theatres on fixed 
rental. 

Films Division of Government of 
India Information and Broadeast- 
ing Dept. has produced so tar 52 
newsreels and 36 documentaries 
ior circulation in India. 

While the Government of India 
is exploring possibility of starting 
raw film manufacture at Poona, 
Mysore state government is also 
going ahead with the same _ idea. 

First full length cartoon picture 
has been produced in Calcutta by an 
Indian film company. Picture runs 
80 minutes and is. scheduled 
fov early release. It is a bilingual 


,production in Hindi and Bengali. 


1949, 


| London 


} 
Laurence Olivier 
| Leigh off on a two-month’s vaca- 
| tion. 

Keneth Kent inked for new Ed- 
ward Percy thriller, ‘Malice Do- 
mestic.” ' 

George Robey and wife, Blanche 
Littler, planed to Vienna on a tal- 
ent hunt. 

Ernest Betts, former Daily Ex- 
press critic, has joined 20th Cen- 
tury Productions as publicity di- 
rector of its British studios. 

Sam Petigor, Renown Pictures 
sales chief, is making his first trip 


to the States on the Mauretania, 
to include a few days in Holly- 
| wood. 


Alfred Hitchcock's production of 
“Stage Fright,” the Jane Wyman 
starrer which he is making for As- 
sociated British, starts lensing 
June 15. 

David Rose embarks on his Brit- 
ish production program July 13, 
when Robert Montgomery will star 
in and also direct “Your Witness,” 
at Teddington Studios. 

Frank Launder-Sidney  Gilliat 
team is temporarily splitting activi- 
ties to concentrate simultaneously 
“The Happiest 


on two pictures, 3 
Days of Our Lives” and “State Se- 
cret.” ; 

Record pre-production agency 


| deal made by Tom Arnold for Ivor 
|Novello’s new musical “King’s 
Rhapsody,” totaling $200,000. Show 
is set for Palace, London, in Sep- 
| tember. 

Film Producer Michael Powell 
has joined forces with theatre man- 
ager Bernard Delfont in a legit 


| 


and Vivien. 


' on 


} 


venture, and their first joint under- | 


taking will be a romantic musical 
based on “The Scarlet Pimpernel. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
Bill Gargan down for a 
see. 


look- 


Jack Kirkland back at Spring- 
town farm, ditto the Augustus 
Goetzes. 


St. Clair Bayfield repeating his 
original role in “Let Us Be Gay” 
at New Hope. 

Kitty Carlisle checking out July 
6 from Aquetong home to sing 
“Carmen” in Salt Lake City. 

Sylvia Sidney and Tod Andrews 
in for “Two Mrs. Carrolls’” re- 
hearsals under John O’Shaughnes- 
sey’s direction. 

Boyd Crawford signed by Theron 
Bamberger to head cast in preem 


|of Elihu Winer’s “I'll Take My 
| Stand” June 27 in New Hope. 
Pat Hurley handling local p.a. 


| chores on St. John Terrell’s Lam- 
'bertville, N. J., tent theatre. Bill 
| Doll doing national job from N. Y. 
| Ed Schloss, Max de Shaunsee, 
‘Powers Gouraud and Tommy 
| Thompson in from Philly to cover 
| Playhouse opening Friday at New 
| Hope. 

Elihu Winer, author of “T’'ll 
| Take My Stand,” new play due for 


| 


\ 


New Hope tryout in July, in from) 


Hollywood for confab with 
Theron Bamberger. 

Toni, Charlie Robinson’s daugh- 
ter; Joan, Quentin Reynolds’ ditto, 
and Eileen, Gilbert Kraus’ daugh- 
ter, serving as apprentices in New 
Hope at Playhouse this summer. 

Bob Garland, Jean Dalrymple, 
| Joe Cross, Bill Doll, Donald 
Flamm, John Holden, Liz Mears, 
Gertrude Applebaum and_e Eric 
Dresslers down to catch New Hope 
preem of Kay Francis in “Let Us 
Be Gay.” 





Ri . 
lviera 
By Margaret Gardner 

Lud Gluskin off to Paris. 

Errol Flynn, relaxing at Hotel 
du Cap, after an “eventful” week 
in Paris. 

Al Stone, composer of 
phonie,.” has taken apartment in 
Juan-les-Pins for summer. 

At last . weather jinx over, 
and famous Riviera sunshine back 
at its old stand of business. 

Wesley Ruggles’ fractured ankle 
‘skiing accident) healed enough 
for him to consider throwing away 
crutches. 


Nice’s Victorine Studios hum- 
|ming with activity with start of 


another new film, this one starring 
Fernande!}. 

After a complete facelifting the 

Palm Beach Casino of Cannes has 
opened for what.it hopes will be 
its biggest season. 
Newest Riviera night-club sensa- 
tion is Pierre Dudan’s existentialist 
hideaway, deep in the cellar of an 
Antibes grocery store. 

Lobby of Carlton jammed with 
|reporters, photographers, news- 
reel men. Indian potentates in 
native garb, etc., for the big wed- 
ding 

Jennifer Jones and David O. 
Selznick, incognito, managing to 
evade reporters and photographers 
during two-day Stay in Cannes, on 
their way to Italy. é 


Louella O. Parsons and TWA’s | dling with Lawrence Langner and 
in | 
Paris before departing for London, ! cal 


John Haskell off for a week 


and then New York. She expects 
to be in New York June 9. 

Comparative peace and_ tran- 
quillity reigns over the environs 
of Cannes, with the departure of 
guests and newspaper folk, here 
tor the Hayworth-Khan nuptials. 

June Havoc and Bill Spier here 
way from San Remo, Italy, 
bound for Paris. Miss Havoc, 
whose films are very popular in 
France, was received by officials 
of the city. 

Louella O. Parsons, accom- 
panied by John Haskell and 
Johnny Hyde, installed at the Carl- 
ton. While in Cannes to cover the 
Hayworth ceremony by radio and 
column, she appeared as guest on 
the Maurice Chevalier show, “This 
Is Paris.” 


The local press was given an 
insight into construction plans of 


the Film Festival Palace Which will 
house the September festival. It 
will have two auditoriums, one to 
hold 1,600, and of particular grati- 
fication to journalists is the plan 
for a press room with 15 telephone 
booths. 

After a Moslem service, cele- 
brated*in intimate secrecy at their 
chateau Rita and Aly, accompanied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Vidor, 
(Doris Warner), Johnny Hyde and 
the Prince and Princess d’Orleans- 
Braganza left in three cars for 
Paris. Agent Hyde is all smiles, 
since she has promised to return 
to Hollywood around October for 
a new film. 


s 
Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 

Walter Wanger in. 

James Herd, legit investor, off to 
New York. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, 
due tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Jacques Grinieff, film financier 
and producer, off to Rome. 

Town Meeting of the Air en- 
tourage due July 2 with its local 
session slated July 5. 

_ Wayne Coy, FCC chief, attend- 
ing a conclave for international ad- 
justment of communications. 

James Roosevelt, ABC’s Coast 
commentator, here to air some 
Paris-originated commentaries. 

Casey Robinson, producer-writer 
and husband of Ballerina Tamara 
Toumanova, in from New York, as 
are the Hal Hornes. 

Johnny Hyde, Rita Hayworth's 
personal rep, guest of the actress 
and Aly Khan at running of the 
Epsom Derby, Saturday (4). 


Dallas 
By Henry Senber 

Theatre 49 winding up season. 

Dale Drake, WRR chief, back 
from N. Y. visit. 

Symphony Orchestra Managers 
Assn. to hold 1950 session in 
Dallas. 

Allied Theatre Owners of Texas 
converging on Dallas for weekend 
session. 

Variety Club annual golf tourna- 
ment June 4-6 at Lakewood Coun- 
try Club. 

Dorothy Franey has new edition 
of ice review in Century Room of 
Adolphus. 

Edward Rubin (brother of Benny) 
prospering with drama studio here. 
His stock company doing “Room 
Service” in July. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Sophie Tucker drawing capacity 


at Club Carnival. 


| 


“Sym- | 


Ink Spots and Son & Sonny un- 
derlined for Club Carnival, — 
_WTCN set to launch TV in July, 
giving Twin Cities two television 
siations. Other is KSTP. 

Nederlanders of Detroit, Mich., 
to decide this week if they'll re- 
new their lease on Luceum, legiti- 


|mate roadshow house. 


die 
| Branton and Maitland Frosch. 


_Past chief barkers honored by 
Northwest Variety Club at dinner 
were late W. A. Steffes, Bill Elson. 
W. H. Workman, Ben Blotcky, Ed- 
Ruben, Art Anderson. John 





Westport, Conn. 


>y Humphrey Doulens 


Noel Coward here for a few 
days before sailing. 
Richard and Dorothy Rodgers 


opening their house. 
Jean Dalrymple weekending at 
her place in Bethel. 
Horace MacMahon 
to “Detective Story” performances. 
Gladvs Swarthout planed out 
yesterday from New York for dates 
in Winnipeg and Northwest. 
Ringling Brothers circus into 
Bridgeport June 13-14 as part of 
city’s P. T. Barnum Centenary. 
Ann Harding making her return 
to stage in “Yes My Darling Daugh- 
ter’ at Country Playhouse in July. 
Herbert and Dorothy Fields hud- 


commuting 


Theresa Helburn about their musi- 
Pursuit of Happiness.” 


| Hollywood 


_ Nancy Walker in town to 
the summer. 

Jose Ferrer plane 
jin “Whirlpool.” 
Jack Tierney ankled AB 
| Sanie his own flackery. 
argaret Wycherly goes bh 
ee -_ this month. ie 

iyllis Calvert in from E 
P cn a Paramount. neland 
erry Wald returned from 
‘after huddles with Milton Berke’ 

John Auer returned from Buen 


Spend 
d in for a Spot 


C to or. 


to 


Aires where he produced a nlotare 
eee Sinatra booked for the 
Stee ler, Atlantic City : 
om Atlantic City, June 

Alexis Smith in town after 18 
| days on road with Savings Bond 
junket. 


Barry Fitzgerald going into the 
hospital for a major operation on 
his foot. 

Harry Cohn has reservations to 
sail from N. Y., June 30, on a Euro- 
pean jaunt. 

Betty Hutton broke a finger in 
accident on “Let’s Dance” set at 
Paramount. 

Howard Dietz leaves June 17 for 
a combined business and vacation 
jaunt in Europe. 

Lloyd Vasconelles suffered a 
cerebral hemorrhage on the RKO 
ranch in Encino. 

Humphrey Bogart laid 
flu, Warners shooting 
Lightning” around him. 

Bud Abbott tosses a_ benefit 
; bazaar for disabled war vets this 
; week at his home in Encino. 
| John Ford, after a long illness, 
checked in at 20th-Fox to start 
work on “Front and Center.” 

Ed Thompson and Neil Me- 
Donald ankled Bernie Milligan’s 
radio flackery to roll their own. 

' William (Hopalong) Boyd cele- 
brated his birthday by entertaining 
at a charity bazaar in Bud Abbott’s 
home. 

Henry Clive picked Shirley Tem- 
ple to pose as Juliet for his paint- 
ing to adorn an American Weekly 
cover. 

Rosalind Russell guest of honor 
at a luncheon tossed by the Na- 
tional Conference of 
and Jews. 

Dorothy Lamour is incorporating 
Dorothy Lamour’ Dresses with 
Lucille Watson and Lloyd Wright 
as partners. 

Seymour 


up with 
“Chain 


Christians 


Felix broke a_ blood 
vessel in his leg while directing 
rehearsals for “Dancing in Dark” 
at 20th-Fox. 

Leo Morrison in town after lead- 
ing a troupe to entertain Gls sta- 
tioned in Greenland, Iceland and 
| North Africa. 

Bob Hope planed to Washington, 
D.C., to play in Attorney General 
Tom Clark’s annual golf tourna- 
ment tor celebs. 


Tokyo 


By Russell Splane 

Tokyo police now banning pa- 
tons under 18 from city’s dance 
| halls to combat juvenile crime. 

Reconstruction of Kabuki thea- 
‘tre, Tokyo’s biggest legit house, 
skedded to start soon, was gutted 
(In a wartime air raid. ; 

U.S. films now playing in 864 
of Japan's 2,160 threatres, a new 
postwar high. Nearly 300 houses 
| book American pix exclusively. 
| Seventy Japanese film directors 
from country’s leading studios have 
| organized the Japan Film Direc- 


{tors Assn., the first such organi- 
zation in the industry's history. 
Association is headed by Kenji 


| Mizoguchi, a Shochiku director. 

Agitation is increasing here tor 
lowering Japan’s 150% federal 
/admission tax, which is playing 
havoc with the nation’s boxoffice. 
| Levy applies to restaurants, ca- 
'barets, zoos. museums, ball parks 
and the like, as well as theatres 
and filin houses. 


Germany 


Jugert. who directed 
Fraulein,” has started work 
next pic, “Our Husbands. 
Balacz, Hungarian film di- 
has started script on a film 
lite of Mozart. DEFA will 


Rudolf 
“Hello 
on his 

Bela 
rector, 
| on the 
| tilm it. 
| Berolina Film Co. will start 
shooting “By a Nose’s Length, | 4 
story built’ around six-day bl 
cyclists. 

Afita Film Co. and Wiesbaden 
|have signed an agreement permit- 
ting the company to set up studios 
;}in Wiesbaden. 
__ The color film, “The Little Court 
Concert,” produced in 1944 by 
Paul Verhoeven, has been release 
by the Sovexport Film Distribu- 
| tion. 

The Bavarian J 
leased “Marriage for Love. 


Film Co. has re- 
Stars 


mtr oe 


‘are Winnie Markus, Hans Holt and 


Theo Lingen. Pix was directed by 
Lingen. 

Joe Stoeckel is set for the lead- 
‘ing role in the “The Three Villasé 
Saints.” Stoeckel also has been 
slated to direct two other films 
|for the Phoenix Film Co. 
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OBITUARIES 








A. P. GIANNINI 
deo Peter Giannini, 79, 
r of the Bank of America 
jioneer of motion picture 
ng, died June 3 at his home 
Mateo, Cal., after a month’s 
_ A siege of cold aggravated 
yndition of an already -weak- 
heart. 
iting with the Bank of Italy 
an Francisco in 1904, Giannini 
sjoped it into a system with 
pout 500 banks and 3,300,000 in- 
vestors. In 1918 he ventured into 
film financing and became a leader 
in that form of banking. The first 
picture he backed was “The Kid. 
Charles Chaplin, producer, balked 
at turning over 20% of the pic- 
ture. as demanded by other banks, 
and borrowed $150,000 from Gian- 
nini, who whittled the percentage 
down to eight. Since that time 
the Bank of America has invested 
approximately $300,000,000 in film 
production. = ae 
One of the institution's heaviest 
gambles in recent years was in 
“arch of Triumph,” produced by 
Enterprise. Since that unfortunate 
venture the bank has tightened up 
on independent producers. 
Twenty years ago Giannini 
‘urned over the handling of film 
vans to his brother, A. H. Gian- 
ini, who died five years ago. In 


cent years Bernard Giannini, a 
ephew, and Tom Deane have 
inctioned as contacts with the 
iotion picture industry. 
Survivors are his son, L. M. 
iannini, current chief of the 
inking system, and a daughter. 
rs. Claire Giannini Hoffman. 


JOE STEELE 
Joseph F, Golden, professionally 
1own as Joe Steele, minstrel, 
‘tor and producer, died in New 
ork June 1 after a three-year ill- 


ss. Golden entered show busi- 
ss at the age of five and re- 
ained in it for about 70 years. 
e appeared with Al G. Fields’ 


instrels and was known in black- 
ce as “Jake.’’ He also toured as 
ventriloquist, Professor Zelvo. 
He starred in the title role of 
limmie, the Newsboy,” for more 
an three years. At one time he 
as a Dallas theatre stage mana- 
’ and also produced and acted 
1 stock. With the old Julian Bros. 
ircus, he played fair lots from 
‘exas to the Canadian border, and 
ith the advent of radio he hooked 
0 with a North Carolina station. 
A wife survives. 


LEON VOLTERRA 
Leon Volterra, 61, one of the 
ding French theatre directors 


d producers, died after a heart 
ack in Paris, June 5. 
Volterra’ for years had _ been 
» of the leading Paris theatrical 
n, having owned and directed 
f a dozen theatres, including the 
ino de Paris, Theatre de Paris 
Folies Marigny. He also owned 
eral cabarets, including the Ab- 
‘e de Theleme on Plaee Pigalle. 
© alsO Was a sportsman and his 
vs had been prominent on all 
is racetracks. He was co-owner 
1 the Aga Khan of My Love, 
ch won the Epsom Derby last 


Plays produced under his man- 
agement of the Theatre de Paris 
Inciude the success. ‘“‘Tovarich,” 
with Andre LeFaur and Elvire 
Popesco in 1933. Some months ago 
he sold the Theatre de Paris and 
retired. 

_ Often called the French Zieg- 
feld, Volterra was one of the lead- 
Ing Continental theatre opera- 
tors and show producers for 40 
years. Many of the dazzling spec- 
tacles at the Casino de Paris, to 
which American tourists flocked 
season after season. were pre- 
sented under his direction. 
_ Among his fay restaurant proper- 
ties was the Lido, which he took 
cer after previous owners were 
to have lost $3,000,000 on it. 


HARRY J. DONAGHY 
larry J. Donaghy, 56, director 
Public relations for the H. C. 
‘ack Co., Ine., and pioneer in 
10 and television, died at his 
‘ne in Brooklyn, N. Y., June 1. 
n 1923, as a member of the 
hiclet Quartette” he was with 
* first group to obtain a commer- 
il contract in radio. This was 
th WEAF, N. Y. In 1927 he ap- 
ared in Ziegfeld’s “Rosalie.” 
In 1939-40 during the World's 
air he Sang the leading bass role 
1 the first full-length opera broad- 
asts on television, which included 
The Pirates of Penzance” and “H. 
il. S. Pinafore.” 
Prior to his 
Donaghy made a number of rec- 
— Singing with the National 
ra Quartet and with Ernie Hare, 
ly Jones and Billy Murray. 
Donaghy during his 25-year 
Career on the air sang on radio 


work in radio, 


programs with the National Light 
Opera Co., National Grand Opera 
Co., “The Cliquot Club Eskimos,” 
“Dutch Masters Minstrels,” “Jolly 
Buckeye Bakers,” ‘‘Forhan’s Tooth 
Paste,” “General Electric,” ‘The 
Cadman Hour,” “Morning Glee 
Club” with Charles Baker, ‘“Max- 
well House,” “Cities Service,” and 
many others. 
WILLIAM G. W. KING 

William G. W. King, 42, news 
writer tor the National Broadcast- 
ing Co. and a contributing editor 
of Cue magazine, died of a heart 
ailment June 4 while vacationing 
in a cottage on Wilmont road at 
Fire Island, L. | 

King was born in Nashville, 
Tenn. He was graduated from the 
University of Chicago. He came to 
New York in 1928 and after a year 
on the staff of The Associated Press 
joined the editorial staff of the 
N. Y. Evening Post. where he was 
a feature editor and drama critic 
from 1929 until 1933. In 1934 he 
joined The Sun and was its music 
critic from 1937 to 1939. He went 
to the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem that year as supervisor of con- 
cert broadcasts by the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra 

Mr. King was a free-lance writer 
from 1941 to 1947, when he became 
associated for a vear with the Con- 
solidated Concerts booking agency 
and joined the NBC news depart- 
ment in January, 1948. 


RAY HULING 
Ray Huling, 62, who trained seals 
and exhibited them in this country 
and in Europe, died in his home at 
Kingston, N. Y., June 5. 
With his brothers, Mark A. and 
the late Frank E. Huling, he start- 


ed training seals at Tonawanda, 
N. Y. For 21 years after 1908 the 
Hulings and their seals traveled 
with the Ringling Bros., Barnum 


& Bailey Circus 

At the height of their career they 
had 22 seals in five circus acts play- 
ing musical instruments, perform- 
ing balancing feats and acrobatic 
tricks. They toured England, Scot- 


land, France and Germany. 
In more recent years Huling 
used his famous seal, Charlie, in 


Hollywood for the making of films 
and at the Warner studio in Brook- 
lyn. He _ retired in 1938. His 
brother, Mack, continued the busi- 
ness. 

Besides this brother, he leaves 
his wife, another brother, John, and 
four sisters. 

DAVID BALABAN 

David Balaban. 53, co-founder of 
the Balaban & Katz Chi theatre 
chain, died June 1 in the Highland 
Park, Ill., Hospital of a heart ail- 
ment. 

Balaban and his five brothers 
founded the circuit 33 years ago. 
He had been working as supervisor 
of Chi North Side theatres in re- 
cent years and previously had man- 
aged the uptown Oriental theatre. 

Surviving are his brothers, Jack, 
secretary of the B. & K. corpora- 


tion; Barney, president of Para- 
mount Pictures; A. J., managing 
director of the Roxy Theatre in 


New York. and Harry and Elmer, 
who own another theatre chain in 
Chieago: his wife. Katherine; 
two daughters, Mrs. Lee Wolfman 
and Gail, and a son, Max. 
ANNA L. COLLINS 

Mrs. Anna L. Collins, 81, died re- 
cently at her home in Fort Myers, 
Fla. Mrs. Collins, who was born 
in Ireland, was a concert singer but 
retired atter her marriage in 1895 
to the late Arthur Collins 


Collins. who died in 1933, was 
for more than 25 years one of 
the top recording artists. He 


made thousands of disk and cylin- 
der records—solos, duets with By- 
ron G. Harlan and as baritone of 
the Peerless Quartet. He was espe- 
cially known tor his rendition of 
“The Preacher and the Bear,” and 
recorded it for several companies. 
Survived by a son and brother. 
EDWIN CASEY ROBERTS | 
Edwin Casey Roberts, 49, set di- 
rector, died May 29 in Hollywood 
following a cerebral hemorrhage. 
Identified with the film industry 
for 29 years, Roberts had worked 
on pictures with Rudolph Valen- 
tino. Douglas Fairbanks, Mary 
Pickford, Norma and Constance 
Talmadge and others. 
He was nominated for an Acad- 
emv Award last vear for his efforts 


on “Joan of Are.” His last work 
was on Lester Cowan's “Love 
Happy.” 

JOHN S. BROWN 


John Spencer Brown, 56, pioneer 
film cameraman, died June | at his 
home in Hollywood. 

Starting in 1912 with the old 
Edison Co. in New York, he later 


moved to Hollywood where he 


worked with FBO, Darmour and 


Universal. In later years he was a/| 


freelance photographer. His most 
recent films were at Columbia and 
Monogram. 

Survived by wife and two chil- 
dren, 


MARTIN FENTON 


Martin Fenton, 59. music busi- | 


ness auditor, who kept tabs on re- 
cording company royalty _ state- 
ments to musi¢e publishers for the 
past 15 years or more, died of a 
heart attack in his New York office 
Friday (3) evening. He had spent 
the afternoon at Decca Records in 


N. Y., with Harry Fox, pub agent 
and trustee. 
Fenton had a staff of seven, 


which made periodic audits of re- 
cording company sales all over the 
country. 
DWIGHT SMITH 

Dwight Smith, 92. retired actor, 
died at Monsey, N.Y., May 30. He 
had been a guest at the Actor’s 
Fund Home, Englewood, N. J., 
since 1946. 

30rn in Vevay, Indiana, 
elected mayor there after his re- 
tirement from the stage in 1905. 
He appeared in “Esmeralda,” and 
tater 


he was 


appeared in “York State 
Folks,” “David Harum,” “For the 
Crown,” and in silent films with 
the late William S. Hart. 
ADELE MARGULIES 
Adele Margulies, 86, concert 


pianist and piano teacher, who or- 
ganized the Margulies Trio nearly 


60 years ago, died in New York 
June 6. 
3orn in Vienna, she began to 


play the piano as a child, and at 
the Vienna Conservatory, studying 
under Anton Door and H. Graede- 
ner, she won the first prize three 


years in succession at the age of 
14, 15 and 16 
JIM HUNTER 
Jim Hunter, 49, radio broad- 
caster, died in Toronto, June 6. He 
had broadcast news twice daily 


over radio station CFRB since 1933. 
Before that, he had been manager 
of CKCR, Kitchener, Ont., and was 
on the staff of CHML. in Hamilton. 

His first broadcast was from 
WBBM, Chicago. 


HAROLD GOLLOS 
Harold Gollos, 55, theatre cir- 
cuit operator, died May 28 at his 
home in Beverly Hills following a 
heart attack. 
As president of the Gollos Man- 
agement Co., he controlled a chain 


ot film houses and bowling alleys 


in Chicago. 
JAMES McTAGGART 

James McTaggart. 38, screen ac- 
tor, died May 29 in a swimming 
pool on a private estate in Beverly 
Hills. 

Diving from a springboard, he 
struck his head on the edge of the 
pool and drowned. 


ANGELO SUALDU 

Angelo Suatdo. 48, Warner Bros. 
assistant manager _ in Buenos 
Aires, died there May 31. accord- 
ing to a cable received by the com- 
pany’s home office. He was with 
Warners for the past 16 years. 

A wife survives. 





MRS. CHARLES WEBB 
Mrs. Marie Webb, 74. former 
xvlophonist who had appeared in 
vaude in an act with her husband, 
Charles, a singer, died in New 
York, June 1. 
Survived by husband. 
ELBERT M. ADAMS 
Elbert McDorth Adams, 47, sales 
representative for Paramount Pic- 
tures, died in Charlotte. N. C., 
June 2. He had been with Para- 
mount for 23 years. 
Wife and a daughter survive. 


MANUEL CASTANEDA 


Manuel Castanda, 35, singer. 
was killed in an auto wreck in San 
Antonio, June 4. He had been a 
nitery singer, guitar player and 


announcer of a Spanish series of 
broadcasts on KITE, San Antonio. 





Mother of Sam Fineberg, for- 
mer Republic franchise holder in 
Pittsburgh and now head of a 
theatre supply house, died in that 
citv, May 31. 





Herbert Zenker, 54, west coast 


‘othy M. 


MARRIAGES 


Jacqueline Joan Jones to Frank 
W. Dodge, New York, June 2. 
Bride is on. staff of Columbia 
Broadcasting System; he’s assistant 
producer of the Arthur Godfrey 
|radio program. 
| Antoinette Guhlike to Robert 
| Dixon, New York, June 4. Bride is 
!a dancer in the revue, “Lend An 
Ear’: he’s a singer in the same 
show. 

Ottilie Ann Kruger to Jay Gayne 
Rescher, New York, June 2. Bride 
is legit actress and daughter of 
actor Otto Kruger. 

Marina Svetlova to Henry Mcll- 
vaine Parsotis, New York, May 27 
Bride is premiere danseuse of 
Metropolitan Opera Assn. 

Harriet Lee Lasker to 
Berg Lewine, New York, 


Howard 
June 5. 


Bride is a secretary at Warner 
Bros. h.o. 

Jean Elizabeth, Sutter to Ken- 
neth E. Raine, New York, June 1 


He’s secretary and counsel for Co- 


lumbia Records, Inc., in Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

Janet Burtis to Michael Cripa- 
nuk, New York, June 1. Both 


were in cast of “Turn to the Right.” 
which recently completed a_ 50- 
week tour of vet hospitals. 

Ruth Bernstein to Robert B 
Pell, New York, June 5. Bride is 
office manager of Near East Films 
Corp.; he’s assistant to Alfred 
Crown, veepee of Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions 

Martha Vickers to 
Rooney, San Fernando, 
Both are screen players. 

Marcia Polland to Nat 
New York, May 29. Bride is sec- 
retary to Al Brackman, general 
manager of American Academy of 
Music, Inc. 

Esther Sittner to 
gan, Las Vegas, June 5. 
with the RKO flackery. 


Mickey 
June 3. 


Kerner, 


Robert Gilli- 
Bride is 


Dee Keating to Ray Anthony, 
in Denver, May 31. She's former 


band. 
Francis to James 
Hunter Logan, Washington, D. C., 
June 3. He's broadcast manager 
of station WMAL-ABC. 

Lois Wheeler to Edgar Snow, 
Sneeden’s Landing, N. Y., May 26 
Bride is legit and screen actress. 


vocalist with his 
Vivian Irene 


Joan Tetzel to Oscar Homolka 
New York, May 29. Both are legit 
players who appeared in_ stage 


version of “I Remember Mama.” 

Lyle L. (Pee Wee) Frost to Dor- 
Coffin, in Farmington, 
N. H., May 28. _ He’s member of 
Melody Boys, WWNH ‘Rochester, 
N. H.) group. 

Kay Walsh to Charles J. Fitz- 
gerald, New-York, June 4. Bride is 
secretary to Al Schwalberg, Para- 
mount’s general sales manager. 


~ BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
son, Hollywood, May 29. 
is a film flack. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Simpson, son, 
Hollywood, May 31. Father is 
head of props at 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton’ Luban, 
daughter, May 24, in Hollywood. 


Carter, 
Father 


He is a film and radio scripter. 
| Mr. and Mrs. John Farrow, 
daughter, Los Angeles, June 3. 


Mother is Maureen Sullivan, film 


actress; father is a Paramount | 
director. 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cowan, 
daughter, New York, May 27. 


| Father is a radio producer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Calta, daugh- 


Chicago, June 2. Father is with 


Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats. 














| | | 
_ MG's ‘Edward’ | 
am, Continued from page 1 Some 


way cast. Hunter and Miss Me- 


| Grath, in addition, are featured in 


Metro film, in which Spencer 
Tracy has taken over the Morley 
role. With televiewers thus able to 
see an hour-long adaptation of the 
show with most of the cast that 
appears in the film—and for free— 
Metro was naturally wary of the 
TV program’s effect on the Music 
Hall boxoffice. Morley came over 
from England especially to do the 


the 


TV show. 
| Formal complaint was lodged 
with the K.&E. agency by Metro 


veepee and general counsel J. Rob- 
ert Rubin. Since the film com- 
pany’s rights do not include video, 


manager for Magnovox Corpora- however, the agency at first nixed 


tion. died June 3 at his Pasadena the request. Tele rights were sewed 


home following a heart attack. 





Dows Add 2 More Stands 


up through Morley and Noel Lang- 
ley, 


who co-authored the original 
play. To forestal) just such contin- 
gencies, K.&E. also does not kine- 


‘ter, May 22, New York. Father 
is a drama reporter for the N. Y. | 
Times. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Fiora, daughter, 


St. James theatre, Asbury Park,a scope the program, so that Metro 


link in the Walter Reade chain, will 


had no kickback on that score 


install vaude policy July 1, play- Show was to have been carried on 
seven CBS-TV stations in the east 


ing seven act bills. 


Another Reade house, the Con- but the picture to ¢ 
Saratoga. becomes a two-day only at the Hall. 
K. & E. has not yet decided on a 


gress, 


stand July 24. Both are booked by 


Al & Belle Dow agency. 


replacement for “Edward.” 


late has opened 


r 













ee 
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ever success they did in spite of 
themselves. To hit in a market 
where there will be a lot more 
comedy, however, and thus compe- 
tition and comparison, story edi- 
tors are taking the viewpoint that 
the raw material will have to be 
more solid. 

Western cycle, it is now general- 
lv agreed, has been way overplay~ 
ed. That's understandable enough. 
however, in light of the situation 
which gave rise to the fat crop of 


Pinto Pix 


Continued from page 








hoss oprys. When the economy 
wave hit Hollywood hard about 
two. years ago, studios looked for 


yarns that could be made cheaply. 
The oaters were good not only on 
that score, but had a fine reputa- 
tion for being reliable at the b.o 

Comedies, in general, also lend 
themselves to modest budgeting. 
However, the chances of getting a 
flop are much higher than with 
westerns, and it is tremendously 
more difficult to get good comedy 
scripts. Accent, therefore, was on 
the boots-and-saddles. With the 
theme now having been overdone, 
however, and studios still anxious 
to keep on the conservative side 
budget-wise, call is for the laugh- 
getters. 

Among the pix coming up are 
Columbia’s “The Good Humor 
Man” and “Baby Is Here”; Par- 
mount’s “The Great Lover” (Bob 
Hope), “My Friend Irma,” “Sor- 
rowful Jones,” “Red, Hot and 
Blue” and “Top O’ the Morning” 
(‘Bing Crosby); “ RKO’'s “It’s Only 
Money” (Groucho Marx, Frank 
Sinatra), United Artists’ “Love 
Happy” (Marx Bros.), Universal’s 
“Abbott & Costello Meet the Kill- 
er” and Warner Bros.’ “Girl from 
Jones Beach” and “Happy Times” 
(Danny Kaye). 









Benny TV 











Continued from page | =——— 





are to be kinescoped for the widest 
nationwide coverage. It 
is expected that the two-week time 


possible 


lag pertaining to kinnie shows this 
season will continue in the fall, 
meaning the print of his Oct. 6 
program will be aired via KTTV, 


Crosby Wants to Wait 


Bing Crosby, now that he 
has been sewed up by CBS, is 
expected to postpone the start 
of any television work until 
the fall of 1950. Singer re- 
portedly wants to continue 
concentrating during the up- 
coming 1949-50 season = on 
radio only, believing the time 
is not yet ripe for his entry 
into TV. 

Crosby is reported to have 
retained full tele rights in his 
current film contract with 
Paramount, indicating the date 
of his start in TV will be de- 
pendent only on his own de- 
cision and those of CBS and 
Chesterfield, his new radio 
sponsor. 








Hollywood, on Oct. 20 His laf, 
shows originating on the Cwyast,’ 
along with those ef Wynn, will be 
kinescoped for showing on We in 
terconnected easiern-midwe ) hoek- 
up 

Starting date for the’ Wyan 
series has not been set and CBS-TV 
does not yet have a spons”""” Roth 
comedians will supervise’ <¢ °%%.- 
development of their bi ame 


mat 
ferings, with CBS tele veepee.J. ! 
Van Volkenburg having luddl. 


with both of them during his vis: 
to the Coast last week. 





| 


calls to the home listeners. Plans 
were progressing smoothly for an 
early kickoff of the Lou Cowan- 
packaged production, with all of 
the studios chiming in with a 
‘count me in.” 

However, out of the clear the 
Metro lion started some ad lib roar- 
ing last week. Studio execs argued 
to NBC that “you can have our top 
stable of stars, but only if M-G gets 
an exclusive on the personality 
tieins.” 

NBC says no dice and despite 


——- 
| Metro’s Wrench 


2 
‘+ 


‘ 


Metro’s balking the web is count- 
ing on the studio falling in line un- 


der the original blueprint. 


‘ 





Oher ns 
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* A crowd two and a half times as great as that which Jammed Madison Square Garder. 
five vears ago—hailed Mary Margaret McBride at the Yankee Stadium on her Fifteenth 
Anniversary on the air. She is piped in by the Thistle Guild, escorted by Borough 
President Lyons and Councilwoman Bertha Schwartz. Tributes came from all over 
America and from foreign governinents, + 







...and Far-Away Places, too! 


NORWAY King Haakon Medal 


for notable broadcasts. 


HAITI Nationa! Order of Honeur 


and Merite. 


VIENNA Meda! of the City of 


Vienna. 


VIRGIN ISLANDS “The people 


of the Virgin Islands present this 
likeness of their emancipator Peter 
Von Scholter to their great friend 
Mary Margaret McBride.” 


will sorcscssvoeees Mary Margaret McBride 


- WNBC 1 to 2 P.M, 
Monaay Thru Friday 








